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Every great classic in our native language should from time 
to time be reviewed anew ; and especially if he belongs in any 
considerable extent to that section of the literature whicli con- 
nects itself with manners ; and if ins reputation originally, or his 
style of composition, is likely to have been much influenced by 
the transient fashions of his own age. The withdrawal, for in- 
itance, from a dramatic poet, or a satirist, of any false lustre 
Thich he has owed to his momentary connexion with what wo 
may call the jyersonalities of a fleeting generation, or of any un- 
due shelter to his errors which may nave gathered round them 
from political bias, or from intellectuaf infirmities amongst 
his partizans, will sometimes seriously modify, after a centuiy or 
so, the fairest origiml appreciation of a fine winter. A wintfow, 
composed of Claude Lorraine glasses, spreads over the landscai>e 
outside a disturbing eftect, which not tne most practised eye can 
evade. The idola tlieairi affect us all. No man escapes the 
contagion from his contemporary bystanders. And the reader 
may sec farther on, that, had Pope been merely a satiric poet, 
he must in these times have laid down much of the splendour 
which surrounds him in our traditional estimate of his merit. 
Such a renunciation would be a forfeit — not alw^s to errors in 
himself—but sometimes to errors in that sta^eof English society, 
which forced the ablest writer into a collusion with its own mo- 
retricious tastes. The antithetical prose characters.*’ as they 
were technically termed, which circulated amongst the aristo* 
cracy in the early part of the last centuiy, the st^e oi the diih 
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logue in such comedy as was then popular^ and much of the 
occasional poetiy in that age, expose an immoderate craving for 
glittering effecits from contrasts too harsh to be natural, too sud- 
den to be durable, and too fantastic to be harmonious. To meet 
this vicious taste, from which (as from any diffusive taste) it is 
vain to look for perfect immunity in any writer lying immedi- 
ately under its beams, Pope sacrificed in one mode of composi- 
tion, the simplicities of nature and sincerity ; and had he prac- 
tised no other mode, we repeat that now he must have descended 
from his pedestal. To some extent he is degraded even as it is ; 
for the reader cannot avoid whispering to himself — what quality 
of thinking must that be which allies itself so naturally (as will 
be shewn) with distortions of fact or of philosophic truth ? But, 
had his whole writings been of that same cast, he must have 
been degraded altogether, and a star would have fallen from our 
English galaxy of poets. 

We mention this particular case as a reason generally for 
renewing by intervals the examination of great writers, and 
liberating the verdict of their contemporaries from the casual 
disturbances to which eveiy age is liable in its judgments and in 
its tastes. As books multiply to an unmanageable excess, selec- 
tion becomes more and more a necessity for readers, and the 
power of selection more and more a desperate problem for the 
busy part of readers. The phssibility of selecting wisely is be- 
coming continually more hopeless, as the necessity for selection 
is becoming continually more crying. Exactly as the growing 
weight of books overlays and stifles the power of comparisoiu 
pari paeeu is the call for comparison the more clamorous ; ancP 
thus arises a duty, correspondingly more urgent, of searching and 
revising until everything spunous has been weeded out from 
amongst the Flora of our highest literature ; and until the waste 
of time for those who have so little at their command, is reduced 
to a*fninimum. For, where the good cannot be read in its twen- 
tieth part, the more requisite it is that no part of the bad should 
steal an hour of the available time ; and it is not to be endured 
that people without a minute to spare should be obliged first of 
all to read a book before they can ascertain whether it was at 
all wor&i reading. The public cannot read by proxy as regards 
the good which it is to appropriate, but it can as regards 'the 

K ison which it is to escape. And thus, as literature expands, 
coming continually more of a household necessity, the duty 
resting upon critics (who are the vicarious readers for the nublic) 
becomes continually more urgent— of reviewing all works that 
may be supposed to have benefited too much or too indiscrimi- 
nately by the superstition of a name* The prwgustatoree should 
have tasted of eveiy cup, and reported ita quwty, before the 
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public call for it ; and, above all, they should have done tbb in 
all cases of the higher literature — that is, of literature properly 
so called. 

What is it that we mean by Uterature f Popularly, and amongst 
the thoughtless, it is held to include everything that is printed 
in a book. Little logic is required to disturb that definition ; 
the most thoughtless person is easily made aware that in the 
idea of literature one essential element is — some relation to a ge- 
neral and common interest of man, so that what applies only to 
a local — or professional — or merely personal interest, even though 
presenting itself in the shape of a book, will not belong to liter- 
ature. So far the definition is easily narrowed ; and it is as 
easily expanded. For not only is much that takes a station in 
books not literature ; but inversely, much that really is litera- 
ture never reaches a station in books. The weekly sermons of 
Christendom, that vast pulpit literature which acts so extensively 
upon the popular mind — to warn, to uphold, to renew, to com- 
fort, to alarm, does not attain the sanctuary of libraries in the 
ten thousandth part of its extent. The drama again, as, for in- 
stance, the finest of Shakspere’s plays in England, and all lead- 
ing Athenian plays in the noontide of the Attic stage, operated 
as a literature on the public mind, and were (according to the 
strictest letter of that term) published through the audiences 
that witnessed* their representation some time oefore they were 
published as things to be read ; and they wore published in this 
scenical mode of publication with much more effect than they 
f could have had as books, during ages of costly copying or of costly 
printing. 

Books, therefore, do not suggest an idea co-extensive and in- 
terchan^able with the idea of literature ; since much literature, 
scenic, forensic, or didactic, (as from lecturers and public ora- 
tors,) may never come into books ; and much that does come 
into books, may connect itself with no literary interest. But a 
far more important correction, applicable to the common vague 
idea of literature, is to be sought — not so much in a better de- 
finition of literature, as in a sharper distinction of tlie two Emo- 
tions which it fulfils. In that great social organ, which collec- 
tively we call literature, there may be distinguish^ two separate 
offices that may blend and often ^ so, but capable severally of 
a severe insulation^ ai&d naturally fitted for reciprocal repulsion. 
There is first the hterature of knowledge^ and secondly, the liter- 
ture of power. The function of the first is — to teach; the 


^ Charles 1., foie example, wheti Prince of Wales, Sad many others in his 
father’s conrt, gained known hmiUianty with Shahspere— not throi^ the 
original quartos^ aosimiderly diinised,nor through the first huio of 162$, but wnsglh 
the eooit foprssentsluins of hk ohief dianiaa at Whitehafi, 
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function gf the second is — to ntote: the first is a rudder, the 
second an oar or a sail. The first speaks to the mere discursive 
understanding; the second speaks ultimately it may happen to 
the higher understanding or reason, but always through affec- 
tions of pleasure and sympathy. Bemotely, it may travel to- 
wards an object seated in what Lord Bacon calls dry light ; but 
proximately it does and must operate, else it ceases to be a liter- 
ature of power, on and through that humid light which clothes 
itself in the mists and glittering iris of human passions, desires, 
and genial emotions. Men have so little reflected on the higher 
functions of literature, as to find it a paradox if one should de- 
scribe it as a mean or subordinate purpose of books to give infor- 
mation. But this is a paradox only in the sense which makes it 
honourable to be paradoxical. Whenever we talk in ordinaiy 
language of seeking information or gaining knowledge, we under- 
stand the words as connected with something of absolute novelty. 
But it is the grandeur of all truth which can occupy a very 
high place in human interests, that it is never absolutely novel 
to the meanest of minds : it exists eternally by way of germ or 
latent principle in the lowest as in the highest, needing to be 
developed but never to be planted. To be capable of transplan- 
tation is the immediate criterion of a truth that ranges on a 
lower scale. Besides which, there is a rarer thing than truth, 
namely, power or deep sympathy with truth. What is the 
effect, for instance, upon society — of children ? By the j)ity, 
by the tenderness, and by the peculiar modes of admiration, 
which connect themselves with the helplessness, with the inno- 
cence, and with the simplicity of children, not only are the 
primal affections strengthened and continually renewed, but the 
qualities which are dearest in the siglit of heaven — the frailty 
for instance, which appeals to forbearance, the innocence whicli 
symbolizes the heavenly, and the simplicity which is most alien 
from the worldly, are kept up in perpetual remembrance, and 
their ideals are continually refreshed. A puri>ose of the same 
nature is answered by the higher literature, viz. the literature of 
power. What do you learn from Paradise Lost I Nothing at 
all. What do you learn from a cookery-book? Something new', 
something that you did not know before, in eveiy paragraph. 
But would you therefore put the wretched cookery-book on a 
higher level of estimation than the divine poem? What you 
owe to Milton is not any knowledge, of whicn a million separate 
items are still but a million of advancing steps on the same 
earthly level ; what you owe — is power, that is, exercise and 
expansion to your own latent capacity of S3rmpathy with the 
innnite, where every pulse and each separate influx is a step 
upwards— a step ascending as upon a Jacobis ladder from earth 
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to mysterious altitudes above the earth. All the steps of know- 
ledge, from first to last, carry you farther on the same plane, but 
cotud never raise you one foot above your ancient level of earth : 
whereas, the yevy " first step in power is a flight — is an ascending 
into another element where earth is forgotten. 

Were it not that human sensibilities are ventilated and con- 
tinually called out into exercise by the great phenomena of in- 
fancy, or of real life as it moves through chance and chan^je, or 
of literature as it recombines these elements in the mimicries of 
poetry, romance, &c., it is certain that, like any animal power 
or muscular energy falling into disuse, all such sensibilities would 
gradually droop and dwindle. It is in relation to these great 
moral capacities of man that the literature of power, as contra- 
distinguished from that of knowledge, lives and has its field, of 
action. It is concerned with what is highest in man : for the 
Scriptures themselves never condescend to deal by suggestion or 
co-operation, with the mere discursive understanding : wdicn 
speaaing of man in his intellectual capacity, the Scriptures speak 
not of the understanding, but of the understanding heart ^^ — 
making the heart, i. the great intuitive (or non-discursive) 
organ, to be the interchangeame formula for man in his highest 
state of capacity for the infinite. Tragedy, romance, fairy-tale, 
or epopee, all alike restore to man’s mind the ideals of justice, 
of hope, of truth, of mercy, of retribution, which else, (left to 
the simport of daily life in its realities,) would languish for want 
of sufficient illustration. What is meant for instance hy poetic 
justice ? — It does not mean a justice that differs by its object 
from the ordinary justice of human jurisprudence ; for then it 
must be confessedly a very bad kind of justice ; but it means a 
justice that differs from common forensic justice by the degree 
in which it attains its object, a justice that is more omnipotent 
over its own ends, as dealing — not with the refractory elements 
of earthly life — but with elements of its own creation, and with 
materials flexible to its own purest preconceptions. It is certain 
that, were it not for the literature of power, these ideals would 
often remain amongst us as mere arid notional forms ; whereas, 
by the creative forces of man put forth in literature, they 
a vernal life of restoration, and germinate into vital activities. 
The commonest novel, by moving in alliance with human fears 
and hopes, with human instincts of wrong and right, sustains 
and quickens those affections. Calling them into action, it re- 
scues them from torpor. And hence the pre-eminency over all 
authors that merely teach^ of the meanest that moves ; or that 
teaches, if at all, indirectly hy moving. The very highest work 
that has ever existed in the literature of knowledge, is but a 
provisional work : a book upon trial and sufferance, and guamdiu 
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bm^ ie gesserit Let its teaching be even partially revised^ let 
it be but expanded, nay, even let its teaching be but placed in a 
better order, and instantly it is superseded. Whereas the feeb- 
lest works in the literature of power, surviving at all, survive as 
finished and unalterable amongst men. For instance, the Pmi- 
dpia of Sir Isaac Newton was a book militant on earth from the 
first. In all stages of its progress it would have to fight for its 
existence : Isty as regards absolute truth ; when that com- 
bat is over, as regards its form or mode of presenting the truth. 
And as soon as a La Place, or anybody else, builds higher upon 
the foundations laid by this book, effectually he throws it out of 
the sunshine into decay and darkness; b^ weapons won from this 
book he superannuates and destroys this book, so that soon the 
name of Newton remains, as a mere nominis umhra^ but his 
book, as a living power, has transmigrated into other forms. 
Now, on the contrary, the Iliad, the Prometheus of j^schylus, 
— the Othello or King Lear, — ^the Hamlet or Macbeth, — and 
the Paradise Lost, are not militant but triumphant for ever as 
long as the languages exist in which they speak or can be taught 
to speak. They never con transmigrate into new incarnations. 
To reproduce ^ese in new forms, or variations, even if in some 
things the^ should be improved, would be to plagiarize. A good 
steam-engine is properly superseded by a better. But one lovely 
pastoral valley is not superseded by another, nor a statue of 
Praxiteles by a statue ot Michael Angelo. These things are 
not separated by imparity, but by disparity. They are not 
thought of as unequal under the same standard, but as differing 
in hindy and as equal under a different standard. Human works 
of immortal beauty and works of nature in one respect stand on 
the same footing: they never absolutely repeat each other: 
never approach so near as not to differ ; and they differ not as 
better and worse, or simply by more and less: they differ by 
undecipherable and incommunicable differences, that cannot be 
caught by mimicries, nor be reflected in the mirror of copies, 
nor become ponderable in the scales of vulgar comparison. 

Applying these principles to Pope, as a representative of fine 
literature in general, we would wish to remark the claim which 
he has, or n^ich any equal writer has, to the attention and 
jealous winnowiM of those critics in particular who watch over 
public morals. Clergymen, and all the organs of public criticism 
put in motion bj clergymen, are more especially concerned in 
the just appreciation of such writers, if the two canons are re- 
membered, which we have endeavoured to illustrate, viz., that 
idl works in this class, as opposed to those in the literature of 
knowledge, work by &r deeper agencies; and, are 
more permanent ; in the strictest sense they are h aei: 
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and what evil they do, or what good they do, is commensarate 
with the national language, sometimes long after the nation has 
departed. At this hour, 500 years since their creation, the 
tales of Chaucer,* never equalled on this earth for tenderness, 
and for life of picturesqueness, are read familiarly by many in 
the charming lan^age of their natal day, and by others in the 
modernizations of Dryden, of Pope, and Wordsworth. At this 
hour, 1800 years since their creation, the Pagan tales of Ovid, 
never equalled on this earth for the gaiety of their movement ana 
the capricious graces of their narrative, are read by all Christen- 
dom. This man’s people and their monuments are dust : but he 
is alive : he has survived them, as he told us that he had it in 
his commission to do, by a thousand years ; and shall a thou- 
sand more.” * 

All the literature of knowledge builds only ground-nests, that 
are swept away by floods, or confounded by the plough ; but the 
literature of power builds nests in aerial altitudes of temples 
sacred from violation, or of forests inaccessible to fraud. This 
is a great prerogative of the power literature: and it is a 
greater whicn lies in the mode of its influence. The knowledge 
literature, like the fashion of this world, passeth away. An 
Encyclopssdia is its abstract ; and, in this respect, it may be 
taken for its speaking symbol — that, before one generation has 
passed, an Encyclopaedia is superannuated ; for it speaks through 
the dead memory and unimpassioned understanding, which have 
not the rest of higher faculties, but are continually enlarging 
and varying their phylacteries. But all literature, properly so 
called — ^literature /car i^oxrfv, for the very same reason that it 
is so much more durable than the literature of knowledge, is 
(and by the very same proportion it is) more intense and elec- 
trically searching in its impressions. The directions in which 
the tragedy of this planet has trained our human feelings to play, 
and the combinations into which the poetry of this ^anet has 
thrown our human passions of love and hatred, of admiration 
and contempt, exercises a power bad or good over human life, 
that cannot be contemplatea when seen stretching through many 
generations, without a sentiment allied to awe.t And of this 


* The Canterbury Tales were not made puMie until ISSO or thoreabouta : but 
the eomiKMiition must have cost 80 or more years ; n^ to mention that the work 
had probably been finished for some years before it wail divuleed. 

+ The reason why the broad disttnetions between the two literatures of power 
and knowledge so little fix the attention, lies in the fact, that a vast propoiiao]i of 
hooka-.hist(^, biography, travel^ miseellaneouB essays, AOh lying in a middle 
xone, confound these dietinctionB by interhlending fliem. All that we call ** amuse- 
ment** or ** entertainmenV* is a diluted form of the power belonging to passioD, 
and also a mixed form ; and where threads of direet intermingle in the 

texturawithtbeMthreadsof |»o»er,tliisahsQrptio(nofiiiediiaUty into one vspre- 
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let every one be assured — that he owes to the impassioned books 
which he has read, many a thousand more of emotions than he 
can consciously trace back to them. Dim by their origina- 
tion, these emotions yet arise in him, and mould him through 
life like the forgotten incidents of childhood. 

In making a revaluation of Pope as regards some of his prin- 
cipal works, we should have been glad to examine more closely 
than we shall bo able to do, some popular errors affecting his 
whole intellectual position ; and especially these two, firsty That 
he belonged to what is idly called the French School of our liter- 
ature ; cecondlyy That he was ^ecially distinguished from pre- 
ceding poets by correctness. The first error has infected the 
wdiole criticism of Europe. The Schlegels, with all their 
false airs of subtlety, fall into this error in discussing every 
literature of Christendom. But, if by a mere accident of life any 
poet had first turned his thoughts into a particular channel 
on the suggestion of some French book, that would not justify 
our classing what belongs to universal nature, and what ineviU 
ably arises at a certain stage of social progress, under the cate- 
gory of a French creation. Somebody must have been first in 
point of time upon every field : but this casual precedency es- 
tablishes no title whatever to authority, or plea of original domi- 
nion over fields that lie within the inevitable line of march upon 
which nations arc moving. Had it happened that the first 
European writer on the higher geometry was a Graeco-Sicilian, 
iJiat would not have made it rational to call geometry the Graeco- 
Sicilian Science. In every nation first comes the higher form 
of passion, next the low^er. This is the mere order of nature in 
governing the inbvements of human intellect, as connected with 
social evolution ; this is therefore the universal order, that in the 
earlier stages of literature, men deal with the great elementary 

g randeurs of passion, of conscience, of the will in self-conflict ; 

ley deal with the capital struggles of the human race in raising 
empires, or in overthrowing them — in vindicating their religion, 
(as by crusades,) or with the more mysterious struggles amongst 
spiritual races allied to our own, that have been dimly revealed 
to us. We have an Iliad, a Jerusalem Delivered, a Paradise 
Lost. These great subjects exliausted, or exhausted in their 
more inviting manifestations, inevitably, by the mere endless 
motion of society, there succeeds a lower key of passion. Ex- 
panding social intercourse in towns, multiplied and crowded 
more and more, banishes those gloomier and grander phases of 
human history from literature, x he understanding is quickened : 

sentativo nuance nevtraUseB the separate perception of either. Fused into a ter- 
liina or neutral state, they disappear to the popular eye as the repelhng 
forces, which in fact they arc. 



lAteraturis major and minor hey* 80t 

the lower faculties of the mind — fancy and the habit of minute 
distinction, are applied to the contemplation of society and man- 
ners. Passion begins to wheel in lower flights, and to combine 
itself with interests that in part are addressed to the insulated 
understanding — observing, refining, reflecting. This may be 
called the minor key of literature in opposition to the major^ as 
cultivated by Shakspere, Spenser, Milton. But this key arises 
spontaneoiisfy in every people, and by a necessity as sure as any 
tnat moulds the progress of civilisation. Milton and Spenser 
were not of any Italian school. Their Italian studies were the 
result and not the cause of the determination given to their mindflt* 
by nature working in conjunction with their social period. It 
is equally childish to say of Dryden and Pope — that they be- 
longed to any French school. That thing which they did, they 
would have done though France had been at the back of China. 
The school to which they belonged, was a school developed at a 
certain stage of progress in ail nations alike by the human heart 
as modified by the human understanding : it is a school depend- 
ing on the peculiar direction given to the sensibilities by the re- 
fletiting faculty, and by the new phases of society. Even as a 
fact, (though a change as to the fact could not make any change 
at all in the philosophy of the case,) it is not true that either 
Dryden or Pope was influenced by French literature. Both of 
them had a very imperfect acquaintance with the French lan- 
guage. Dryden ridiculed French literature ; and Pope, except 
for some purposes connected with his Homeric translations, read 
as little of it as convenience would allow. But, had this been 
otherwise, the philosophy of the case stands good ; that, after the 
primary formations ot the fermenting intellect, come everywhere 
— in Thebes or Athens, in France or England, the secondary : 
that, after the creating passion comes the reflecting and recom- 
bining passion ; that after the solemnities and cloistral grandeurs 
of life — solitary and self-conflicting, comes the recoil of a self- 
observing and self-dissecting stage, derived from life social and 
gregarious. After the Iliad, but doubtless many generations 
after, comes a Batrachomyomachia : after the gorgeous masque 
of our forefathers came always the anti-masque, that tlirew off 
echoes as from some devifs laughter in mockexy of the hollow 
and transitory pomps that went before. 

It is an error equally gross, and an error in which Pope himself 
participated, that his plume of distinction from preceding poets con- 
sisted in correctness. Correctness in what 1 Think of the admir- 
able qualifications for settling the scale of such critical distinctions 
which that man must have bad who turned out upon this vast 
world the single oracular word correctness'* to snift for itself^ 
and explain its own meaning to all generations* Did he mean 
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logical correctness in maturing and connecting thoughts? But 
of all poets that have practised reasoning in verse, rope is the 
one most inconsequential in the deduction of his thoughts, and 
the most severely distressed in any effort to effect or to explain 
the dependency of their parts. There are not ten consecutive 
lines in Pope unaffected by this infirmity. All his thinking pro- 
ceeded by insulated and discontinuous jets : and the only re- 
source for Am, or chance of even seeming correctness, lay in the 
liberty of stringing his aphoristic thoughts like pearls — having 
no relation to each other but that of contiguity. To set them 
«like diamonds was for Pope to risk distraction : to systematize was 
ruin. — On the other hand, if this elliptical word correctness is to 
be understood with such a complementary qualification as would 
restrict it to Pope’s use of language^ that construction is even 
more untenable than the other — ^more conspicuously untenable — 
for many are the^ who have erred by illogical thinking, or by 
distracted evolution of thoughts : but rare is the man amongst 
classical writers in any language who has disfigured his meaning 
more remarkably than Pope by imperfect expression. We do 
not speak of plebeian phrases, of exotic phrases, of slang, from 
which Pope was not free, though more free than many of his 
contemporaries. From vulgarism indeed he was shielded, though 
imperfectly, by the aristocratic society which he kept : they be- 
ing right, he was. right: and he erred only in the cases where 
they misled him ; for even the refinement of that age was often- 
times coarse and vulgar. His grammar, indeed, is often vicious : 
preterites and participles he constantly confounds, and registers 
this class of blunders for ever by the cast-iron index of rhymes 
that never can mend. But worse than this mode of viciousness 
is his syntax, which is so bad as to darken his meaning at times, 
and at other times to defeat it. But these were errors cleaving 
to his times ; and it would be unfair to exact from Pope a better 
quality of diction than belonged to his contemporaries. Still it 
is indisputable that a better model of diction and of grammar 
prevailed a century before Pope. In Spenser, in Shakspere, in 
the Bible of King James’ reign, and in Milton, there are very 
few grammatical errors.* But Pope’s defect in language was 


* And this purity of diction Bhews itself in many pc^ts arguing great 
vigilance of attention, and also great anxiety for using the language powemlly 
as the most venerable of traditions, when treating the most venerable of subjects. 
For instance, the Bible never condescends to the mean colloquial preterites 
of chid for did ckide^ or iprtt for did isriie, but always uses the full-dress wcnrd 
chode, and wrote. Pope might have been happier had he read his Bible more : 
but assuredly he would have improved his English. A question naturally arises 
—How it was that the elder writers— Shakspere in particular, ^who had seen 
BO little of higher society when he wrote hw youthful poems oi Lucreee and 
AdoniB,) should have maintained so muidi purer a giammarl Dr. Johnson 
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almost peculiar to himself. It lay in an inability, nursed doubt* 
less by indolence, to carry ont and perfect the expression of the 
thought which he wishes to communicate. The language does 
not realize the' idea: it simply suggests or hints it. Thus to 
give a single illustration, — 

Know, God and Nature only are the same : 

In man the judgment shoots at flying game.” 

The first line one would naturally construe into this : that God 
and Nature were in harmony, whilst all other objects were 
scattered into incoherency by difference and disunion. Not at 
all ; it means nothing of the kind ; but that God and Nature 
only are exempted from the infirmities of change. They only 
continue uniform, and self-consistent. This might mislead many 
readers ; but the second line mmt do so : for who would not un- 
derstand the syntax to be — that the judgment, as it exists in man, 
shoots at Hying game But, in fact, the meaning is — that the 
judgment, in aiming its calculations at man, aims at an object 
that is still on the wing, and never for a moment stationary. We 
give this as a specimen of a fault in diction — the very worst 
amongst all that are possible ; to write bad grammar or colloquial 
slang does not necessarily obscure the sense ; but a fault like 
this IS a treachery, and hides the true meaning under the cloud 
of a conundrum : nay worse ; for even a conundrum has fixed 
conditions for determining its solution, but this sort of mutilated 
expression is left to the solutions of conjecture. 


indeed, but most falsely, save that Shakspere’s grammar is licentious. " Tlie style 
of Sliakspere,” (these are the exact words of the Doctor in his preface,) " was in 
itself ungrammatical, perplexed, and obscura.’* An audacious misrepresentation I 
In the doctor himself, a legislator for the language, we undertake to shew more 
numerically of trespasses against p«mmar,*but (which is worse still) more un- 
Bcholarlike trespasnes. Sliakspere » singularly correct in grammar. One reason, 
we believe, was this ; from the restoration of Charles II. decayed the oermonUmt 
exteriors of society. Stiffness and reserve melted away before the familiarity and 
impudence of French manners. Social meetings grew far more numerous as towns 
expanded ; social pleasure far more benn now to depend upon conversation : and 
conversation, growing less formal, quickened its pace. Hence came the call for 
rapid abbreviations : the and Hwaa, the can’t and don’t of the two post-Miltonic 
generations arose under this impulse ; and the general Impression his ever sines 
Bttbsiated amongst English writers — ^that language, instead of being an exquisitely 
beautiful vehicle for the thoughts — a robe that never can be adorned with too mnoh 
care or piety, is in fact a dirty high-road which all people detest whilst all are 
forced to use it, and to the keeping of which in repair no rational man ever con- 
tributes a triHe that is not forced from him by some severity of Quarter Sessions. 
The great corrupter of English was the conversational instinct for rapidity. A 
more honourable source of corruption lay in the growth of new ideas, and the oon- 
tinnal influx of foroign words to meet them. Spanish words arose, like r^^hrmodo, 
nmodo, d€$perad6, and French ones past counting. But as these retained thsir 
foreign forms of structure, thev reacted to vitiate the language stall more by In- 
troducing a piebald as^t of books which it seemed a matter of nseeBsity to tole- 
rate for the interests os wider thinking. The perfection of this homNr was never 
attained except amongst the Germans. 
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There are endless varieties of this fault in Pope, by which he 
sought relief for himself from half-an-hoiir’s labour, at the price 
of utter darkness to his reader. 

One editor distinguishes amongst the epistles that which Pope 
addressed to Lord Oxford some years after his fall, as about the 
most “ correct^ musical, dignified, and affecting” that the poet 
has left. Now, even as a specimen of vernacular English, it is 
conspicuously bad : the shocking gallicism, for instance, of aU 
iend,^' for wait his leisure,” in the line “ For Am, L e. on his be- 
half, thou oft hast bid the world attend,” would alone degrade 
the verses. To bid the world attend — is to bid the world listen at- 
tentively ; whereas what Pope means is, that Lord Oxford bade 
the world wait in his ante-chamber, until he had leisure from his 
important conferences with a poet, to throw a glance upon affairs 
so trivial as those of the human race. This use of the word at- 
tend is a shocking violation of the English idiom ; and even the 
slightest would be an unpardonable blemish in a poem of only 
forty lines, which ought to be polished as exquisitely as a cameo. 
It is a still worse disfiguration of the very same class, viz. a silent 
confession of defeat, in a regular wrestling-match with the diffi- 
culties of a metrical expression, that the poem terminates thus — 

“ Nor fears to tell tliat Mortimer is he 

why should he fear % Eeally there Js no very desperate courage 
required for telling the most horrible of secrets about Mortimer. 
Had Mortimer even been so wicked as to set the Thames on fire, 
safely it might have been published by Mortimeris bosom-friend 
to all magistrates, sheriffs, and constables ; for not a man of them 
would have guessed in what hiding-place to look for Mortimer, 
or who MorUmer might be. True it is, that a secondaiy earldom, 
conferred by Queen Anne upon Robert Harley, was that of Mor- 
timer ; but it lurked unknown to the public ear ; it was a coro- 
net that lay hid under the beams oi Oxford — a title so long 
familiar to English ears, when descending through six and twenty 

f enerations of de Veres. Quite as reasonable it would be, in a 
irth-day ode to the Prince of Wales, if he were addressed as mv 
Lord of Chester, or Baron of Renfrew, or your Grace of Cornwall. 
To express a thing in cipher may do for a conspirator ; but a 
poet’s correctness is shown in his intelligibility. 

Amongst the early poems of Pope, the “ Eloisa to Abelard” 
has a special interest of a double order : first, it has a personal 
interest as the poem of Pope, because indicating the original 
destination of Pope’s intellect, and the strength of his native 
vocation to a class of poetry in deeper keys of passion than any 
which he systematically cultivated. For itself also, and abstract- 
ing from its connexion with Pope’s natural destination^ this 


■ - 
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poem has a second interest, an intrinsic interest, that will always 
make it dear to impassioned minds. The self-conflict — the flux 
and reflux of the poor agitated lieart — the spectacle of Eloisa 
now bending penitentially before the shadowy austerities of a 
monastic future, now raving upon tho remembrances of the 
guilty past — one moment reconciled by the very anguish of her 
soul to the grandeurs of religion and of prostrate adoration, the 
next moment revolting to perilous retrospects of her treacherous 
happiness — the recognition by shining gleams through the very 
storm and darkness evoked by her earthly sensibilities, of a sensi- 
bility deeper far in its ground, and that trembled towards holier 
objects — the lyrical tumult of the changes, the hope, the tears, 
the rapture, the penitence, the despair — place the reader in tu- 
multuous sympathy with the poor distracted nun. Exquisitely 
imagined, among the passages towards the end, is the introduc- 
tion of a voice speaking to Eloisa from tlie grave of some sister 
nun, that, in long-forgotten years, once had struggled and suf- 
fered like herself, 

“ Once (like herself) that trembled, wept, and pray’d, 

Love’s victim then, though now a sainted maid.” 

Exquisite is the passage in which she prefigures a visit yet to 
come from Abelard to herself — no more in the character of a 
lover, but as a priest, ministering by spiritual consolations to her 
dying hours, pointing her thoughts to heaven, presenting the 
Cross to her through tho mists of death, and fighting for her as 
a spiritual ally against the torments of flesh. That anticipation 
w^as not gratified. Abelard died long before her ; and the hour 
never arrived for him of which with such tenderness she says, — 

“ It will be then no crime to gaze on me.” 

But another anticipation has been fulfilled in a degree that she 
could hardly have contemplated ; the anticipation, namely, — 

“ That ages hence, when all her woes were o’er, 

And that rebellious heart should beat no more,” 

wandering feet should be attracted from afar 

To Paraclete’s white walls and silver springs,” 

* 

as the common resting-place and everlasting marriage-bed of 
Abelard and Eloisa ; that the eyes of many that had been touch^ 
by their story, by the memory of their extraordinary acconrolish- 
ihents in an age of darkness, and by the calamitous issue of tiieir 
attachment, should seek, first and last, for the mve in which the 
lovers trust^ to meet again in peace ; and £onId seelt it with 
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interest so absorbing that even amidst the ascent of hosannahs 
firom the choir, amidst the grandeurs of high mass, the raising of 
the host, and the pomp of dreadful sacrifice,” sometimes these 
wandering eyes should steal aside to the solemn abiding-place of 
Abelard and his Eloisa, offering so pathetic a contrast, by its 
peaceful silence, to the agitations of tneir lives ; and that there, 
amidst thoughts which by right were all due and dedicated 

“ to heaven, 

One human tear should drop and be forgiven." 

We may properly close this subject of Abelard and Eloisa, 
by citing, in English, the solemn Latin inscription placed in 
the last century — six hundred years after their departure from 
earth, over their common remains. They were buried in the 
same grave, Abelard dying first by a few weeks more than 
twenty-one years; his^tomb was opened again to admit the coffin 
of Eloisa ; and the tradition at Quincey, the parish near Nogent- 
sur Seine, in which the monastery of the !Paraclete is situated, 
was — ^that at the moment of interment Abelard opened his arms 
to receive the impassioned creature that once haa loved him so 
frantically, and whom he had loved with a remorse so memor- 
able. The epitaph is singularly solemn in its brief simplicity, con- 
sidering that it came u*bm Paris, and from Academic wits : 

Here, under the same marble slab, lie the Founder of this 
Monastery, Peter Abelard, and its earliest Abbess, Heloisa — 
once united in studies, in love, in their unhappy nuptial engage- 
ments, and in penitential sorrow ; but now, our hope is, reunited 
for ever in bliss.” 

The Satires of PopeJ* and what under another name are 
satires, viz. his Moral Epistles, offer a second variety of evi- 
dence to his voluptuous indolence. They offend against philo- 
sophic truth more heavily than the Essay on Man ; but not in 
the same way. The Essay on Man sins chiefly by want of cen- 
tral principle, add by want therefore of all coherency amongst 
the separate thoughts. But taken as separate thoughts, viewed 
in the light of fragments and brilliant aphorisms, the majority of 
the passages have a mode of truth ; not of truth central and co- 
herent, but of truth angular and imlintered.^ The Satires on the 
other hand were of false origin. They arose in a sense of talent 
for caustic effects, unsupported bv any satiric heart. Pope had 
neither the malice (except in the most fugitive fonn^ which 
thirsts for leaving woun^, nor on the other hand tne deep 
moral indignation which bums in men whom Providence has 
from time to time armed with scourges for cleansing the smetu- 
aries of truth or justice. He was contented enough with society 
as he foijnd it ; bad it might be, but it was good enough for him: 
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and it was the merest self-delusion if at any moment the instinct 
of glorifying his satiric mission (the magnificaho apostolatum 
meum) persuaded him that in his case it might be said — Facit 
indignatio rersum. The indignation of J uvenal was not always 
very noble in its origin, or pure in its purpose : it was sometimes 
mean in its quality, false in its direction, extravagant in its ex- 
pression : but it was tremendous in the roll of its thunders, and 
as withering as the scowl of a Mephistopheles. Pope having 
no such internal principle of wrath boiling in his breast, being 
really (if one must speak the truth) in %e most pacific ana 
charitable frame of mind towards all scoundrels whatever, except 
such as might take it into their heads to injure a particular 
Twickenham grotto, was unavoidably a h}'pocrite of the first 
ma^itude when he affected (or sometimes really conceited him- 
self) to be in a dreadful passion with offenders as a body. It 
provokes fits of laughter, m a man who knows Pope’s real na- 
ture, to watch him in the process of brewing the storm that 
spontaneously will not come ; whistling, like a mariner, for a 
wind to fill his satiric sails; and pumping up into his face 
hideous grimaces in order to appear convulsed with histrionic 
rage. Pope should have been counselled never to write satire, 
except on those evenings when he was suffering horribly from 
indigestion. By this means the indignation would have been 
ready-made. The rancour against all mankind would have been 
sincere ; and there would have needed to be no extra expense 
in getting up the steam. As it is, the short puffs of anger, the 
uneasy snorts of fury in Pope’s satires, give one painfiilly the 
feeling of a steam-engine with unsound lungs. Passion of any 
kind may become in some degree ludicrous, when dispropor- 
tioned to its exciting occasions. But it is never entirety ludi- 
crous, until it is self-betrayed as counterfeit. Sudden collapses 
of the manufactured wrath, sudden oblivion of the Criminal, an- 
nounce Pope’s as always counterfeit. 

Meantime insincerity is contc^ious. One falsehood draws on 
another. And having begun by taking a station of moral cen- 
sorship, which was in the uttermost degree a self-delusion, Pope 
went on to other self-delusions in reading history the most fami- 
liar, or in reporting facts the most notorious. Warburton had 
more to do with Pope’s satires, as an original suggestor,* and 
not merely as a commentator, than with any other section of his 
works. Pope and he hunted in couples over this field : and 
those who know the absolute craziness of Warburton’s mind, the 
perfect frenzy and lytnphaticas error which possessed him for 


* It WM after his connexion with Warhnrton that Pope introduced sevcisl of 
hie limag portraits into the Satires. 
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leaving all high-roads of truth and simplicity in order to trespass 
oyer hedge and ditch after coveys of shy paradoxes^ cannot be 
surprised that Pope’s good sense should onen have Quitted him 

under such guidance. There is, amongst the earliest poems 

of Wordsworth, one which has interested many readers by its 
mixed strain of humour and tenderness. It describes two 
thieves who act in concert with each other. One is a veiy aged 
man, and .the other is his great-grandson of three years old : 

There are ninety good years of fair and foul weather 
Between them, and both go a stealing together.’* 

What reconciles the reader to this social iniquity — is the imper- 
fect accountability of the parties ; the one being far advanced in 
dotage, and the other an infant. And thus 

“ Into what sin soever the couple may fall. 

This child but half-knows it, and that not at all.” 

Nobody besides suffers from their propensities : since the child’s 
mother makes good in excess all their depredations : and nobody 
is duped for an instant by their gross attempts at fraud : for 

Wherever they carry their plots and their wiles, 

Every face in the village is dimpled with smiles.” 

There was not the same disparity of years between Pope and 
Warburton as between old Daniel and his descendant in the 
third generation : Warburton was but ten years younger. And 
there was also this diflFerence, that in the case of the two thieves 
neither was official ringleader ; on the contrary, they took it turn 
about; great grand-papa was ringleader to-day, and the little 
great grandson to-morrow : 

Each in his turn was both leader and led :” 

w'hereas, in the connexion of the two literary accomplices, the 
Doctor was latterly always the instigator to any outrage on 

f ood sense; and Pone, from mere habit of deference to the 
)octor’s theology ana theological wig, as well as from gratitude 
for the Doctor’s pugnacity in his defence, (since Warburton 
really was as good as a bull-dog in protecting Pope’s advance or 
retreat,) followed with docility the leading of his reverend friend 
into any excess of folly. It is true, that oftentimes in earlier 
days Pope had run into scrapes from his own heedlessness : and 
the Doctor had not the jnerit of suggesting the escapade^ but 
only of defending it ; which he always does, (as sailors express 
it,) with a will for he never shows his teeth so much, or 
growls so ferociously, as when he suspects the case to be des- 
perate. But in the satires, although the original absurdity 
comes forward in the text of Pope, and the Warburtonian note 
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in defence is apparently no more than an after-thought of the 
good Doctor in his usual style of threatening to cudgel anybody 
who disputes his friend’s assertion, yet sometimes the thought 
expressed and adorned by the poet liad been prompted by the 
divine. This only can account for the sava^ crotchets, para- 
doxes, and conceits, which disfigure Pope’s later edition of his 
satires. 

Truth, even of the most appreciable order, truth of history, 
goes to wreck continually under the perversities of Pope’s satire 
applied to celebrated men ; and as to the higher truth of philo- 
sophy, it was still less likely to survive amongst the struggles for 
striking effects and startling contrasts. But worse are Pope’s 
satiric sketches of women, as carrying the same outrages on good 
sense to a far greater excess ; and as these expose the false prin- 
ciples on which he worked more brightly, and have really been 
the chief ground of tainting Pope’s memory with the reputation 
of a woman-hater, (^hich he was not)y they are worthy of sepa- 
rate notice. 

It is painful to foUow a man of genius through a succession of 
inanities descending into absolute nonsense, and of vulgarities 
sometimes terminating in brutalities. These are harsh words : 
but not harsh enougTi by half as applied to Poiie’s galleiy of 
female portraits. Avhat is the key to his failure s It is simply 
that, throughout this whole satiric section, not one word is spoken 
in sincerity of heart, or with any vestige of self-belief. The case 
was one of those so often witnessed, where either the indiscretion 
of friends, or some impulse of erring vanity in the writer, had 
put liim upon undertaking a task in which he had too little na- 
tural interest to have either thought upon it with originality, or 
observed upon it with fidelity. Sometimes the mere coercion of 
system drives a man into such a folly. He treats a subject 
which branches into A, B, and C. Having discussed A and B, 
upon which he really had something to offer, he thinks it neces- 
sary to integrate his w^ork by going forward to C, on which he 
knows nothing at all, and, what is even w^orse, for which in his 
heart he cares nothing at all. Fatal is all falsehood. Nothing 
is so sure to betray a man into the abject degradation of self-ex- 
posure as pretending to a knowledge which he has not, or to an 
enthusiasm which is counterfeit. By whatever mistake Pope 
found himself pledged to write upon the characters of women, it 
was singularly unfortunate that he had begun by denying to 
woman any characters at all. 

^ Matter too soft a lasting mark to bear, 

And best distinguished by black, brown, or &ir.” 

Well for him if he had stuck to that liberal doctrine : Least 

VOL. IX. NO. xvui. y* 
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said soonest mended.’’ And mmh he could not easily have said 
upon a subject that he had pronounced all but a nonentity. In 
Van Troll’s work, or in Ilorrebow’s, upon Iceland, there is a 
well-known chapter regularly booked in the index — Concerning 
the Snakes of Iceland. This is the title, the running rubric; 
and the body of the chapter consists of these words — There 
are no snakes in Iceland.” That chapter is soon studied, and 
furnishes very little opening for footnotes or supplements. Some 

E cople have thought that Mr. Van T. might with advantage 
ave amputated this unsnaky chapter on snakes ; but at least 
nobody can accuse him of forgetting his own extermination of 
snakes from Iceland, and })roceeding immediately to describe such 
horrible snakes as eye had never beheld amongst the afflictions 
of the island. Snakes there are none, he had protested ; and, 
true to his word, the faithful man never wanders into any de- 
scription of Icelandic snakes. Not so our satiric poet. He, with 
Mahometan liberality, had denied characters, i, e.^ souls, to wo- 
men. “ Most women,” he says, have* no character at all yet, 
for all that, finding himself pledged to treat this very subject of 
female characters, he introduces us to a museum of monsters in 
tliat department such as few fancies could create, and no logic 
can rationally explain. What was he to do? He had entered 
upon a theme concerning w'hich, as tlu‘ result has shewn, he had 
not one solitary thought — good, bad, or indifferent. Total bank- 
ruptcy was impending. Yet he was aware of a deep interest 
connected with this section of his satires ; and to meet this in- 
terest he invented what was pungent, when he found nothing to 
record which was true. 

It is a consequence of this desperate resource — this plunge into 
absolute fiction — that the true objection to Pope’s satiric sketches 
of the other sex ought not to arise amongst women, as the people 
that suffered by liis malice, but amongst readers generally, as the 
people that suffered by his fraud. He has promised one thing, 
and done another. He has promised a chapter in the zoology 
of nature, and he gives us a chapter in the fabulous zoology of 


* By what might seem a strange oversight, but which in fact is a very natural 
oversight to one who was not uttering one word in which he seriously believed, 
Pope, in a prose note on verse 207, roundly asserts tliat the jmrticular characters 
of women ai*e more TariouB than those of men.*’ It is no evasion of this insufferable 
contradiction, that he couples with the greater variety of eltaraeter$ in women a 
greater uniformity in what he presumes to be their rvUng pa$8um. Even as to 
tliis ruling passion he cannot agree with himself for ten minutes; generally he says, 
that it is tlie love of pleasure; but sometimes (as at verse 208) forgetting this mo- 
notony, he ascribes to women a dualism of pawons — love of pleasure and love of 
power — which dualism of itself must be a source of self-conflict, and therefore of 
inexhaustible variety in character : 

Those only fix’d, they first or last obey — 

The love of pleasure and the love of sway.” 
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the herald’s college. A tigress is not much within ordinary 
experience, still there is such a creature ; and in default of a 
better choice, that is, of a choice settling on a more familiar object, 
we are content to accept a good description of a tigress. We are 
reconciled ; but we are not reconciled to a description, however 
spirited, of a basilisk. A viper might do ; but not, if you please, 
a dragoness or a harpy. The describer knows, as well as any of 
us the spectators know, that he is romancing; the incredulus odi 
overmasters us all ; and we ca.nnot submit to be detained by a 
picture which, according to the shifting humour of the poet — an- 
gry or laughing, is a lie where it is not a jest, is an affront to the 
truth of nature, where it is not confessedly an extravagance of 
drollery. In a playful fiction, we can submit with pleasure to 
the most enormous exaggerations ; but then they must be offered 
as such. These of Pope’s are not so offered, but as serious por- 
traits — and in that character they afiect us as odious and malig- 
nant libels. The malignity was not real — as indeed nothing was 
real, but a condiment for hiding insipidity. Let us examine two 
or three of them, equally with a view to the possibility of the 
object described, and to the delicacy of the description. 

IIow soft is Silia ! fearful to offend ; 

The frail one’s advocate, the weak one s friend. 

To her Calista proved her conduct nice ; 

And good Simplicius asks of her advice.” 

Here we have the general outline of Silia’s character; not 
particularly striking, but intelligible. She has a suavity of dis- 
position that accommodates itself to all infirmities. And the 
worst thing one apprehends in her is — falseness : people with 
such honeyed breath for present frailties, are apt to exhale their 
rancour upon them wdien a little out of hearing. But really now 
this is no foible of Silia’s. One likes her very well, and would 
be glad of her company to tea. For the dramatic reader knows 
who Calista is — and it Silia has indulgence for her^ she must be 
a thoroughly tolerant creature. Where is her fault then ? You 
shall hear — . 

Sudden she storms ! she raves ! — You tip the wink : 

But spare your censure ; Silia does not drink. 

All eyes may see from what the change arose : 

All eyes may see — (see what!) — ^a pimple on her nose.” 

Silia, the dulcet, is suddenly transformed into Silia the fury. 
But why t The guest replies to that question by winking at his 
fellow-guest ; which most atrocious of vulgarities is expressed by * 
the most odiously vul^ of phrases — he tips the wink — meaning 
to tip an insinuation mat Silia is intoxicated. Not so, says the 
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poet — drinking is no fault of hers — everybody may see [why not 
the winker then ?] that what upsets her temper is a pimple on 
the nose. Let us understand you, Mr. Pope. A pimple! — 
what, do you mean to say that pimples jump up on ladies’ 
faces at the unfurling of a fan f If they really did so in the 
12th of George IL, and a lady, not having a pimple on leav- 
ing her dressing-room, might grow one whilst taking tea, then 
we think that a saint might be excused for storming a little. 
But how is it that the wretch who winks, does not see the pim- 
ple, the causa teterrima of the sudden wrath ; and Silia, who has 
no looking-glass at her girdle, does ? And then who is it that 
Silia storms” at — the company, or the pimple ? If at the com- 
pany, we cannot defend her ; but if at the pimple — oh, by all 
means — storm and welcome — she can’t say anything worse than 
it deserves. Wrong or right, however, what moral does Silia 
illustrate more profound than this — that a particular lady, other- 
wise veiy amiable, falls into a passion upon suddenly finding her 
face disfigured ? But then one remembers! the song — “ My face 
is my fortune^ sir^ she said^ sir^ she said!^ — it is a part of every wo- 
man’s fortune, so long as she is young. Now to find one’s for- 
tune dilapidating by changes so rapid as this — pimples rising as 
suddenly as April clouds, is far too trying a calamity, that a little 
fretfulness should merit either reproach or sneer. Dr. Johnson’s 
opinion was that the man, who cared little for dinner, could not 
be reasonably supposed to care much for anything. More truly 
it may be said that the woman who is reckless about her face 
must be an unsafe person to trust with a secret. But seriously, 
what moral, what Milosophic thought can be exemplified by a 
case so insipid, and so imperfectly explained as this ? But we 
must move on. 

Next, then, let us come to the case of Narcissa : — 

“ Odious I in woollen f* ’Twould a saint provoke/’ 

Were the last words that poor Narcissa spoke. 

No, let a charming chintz and Brussels lace 
Wrap my cold limbs, and shade my lifeless face ; 

One would not sure be frightful when one’s dead : 

And, Betty, give this cheek a little red.” 

Well, what’s the matter now I What’s amiss with Narcissa, that 
a satirist must be called in to hold an inquest upon her corpse, 
and take Betty’s evidence against her mistress ? Upon hearing 
any such question. Pope would have started up in the character 
(very unusual with nirn) of reli^ous censor, and demanded 


* This refers to the Aet of Parliament for burying corpses in woollen, which 
greatly disturbed the fashionable costume in coffins eomme %l fauL 
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^vlietfaer one approved of a woman’s fixing her last dying thought 
upon the attractions of a person so soon to dwell with darkness 
and worms ? Was tliat right — to provide for coquetting in her 
coffin? Why no, not strictly right, its impropriety cannot be 
denied ; but what strikes one even more is— the suspicion that it 
may be a lie. Be this as it may, there are two insurmount- 
able objections to the case of Narcissa, even supposing it not 
fictitious — viz. first, that so far as it offends at all, it offends the 
religious sense, and not any sense of which satire takes charge ; 
secondly, that without reference to the special functions of satire, 
any form of poetry whatever, or any mode of moral censure, con^ 
cerns itself not at all with anomalies. If the anecdote of Nar- 
cissa were other than a fiction, then it was a ease too peculiar 
and idiosyncratic to furnish a poetic illustration ; neither moral 
philosophy nor poetry condescends to the monstrous or the ab- 
normal ; both one and the other deal with the catholic and the 
representative. 

There is another Narcissa amongst Pope’s tulip-beds of ladies, 
who is even more open to criticism — because offering not so much 
an anomaly in one single trait of her character as an utter anar- 
chy in all. Flatia ana Philomed^ again present the same multi- 
tude of features with the same absence of all central principle 
for locking them into unity. They must have been distract- 
ing to themselves; and they are distracting to us a century 
later. Philoinede^ by the way, stands for the second Duchess 
of Marlborough,* daughter of the great Duke. And these 
names lead us naturally to Sarah, the original, and (one 
may call her) the historical Duchess, who is libelled under the 
name of Aiossa, This character amongst all Pope’s satiric 
sketches has been celebrated the most, with the single exception 
of his A tticus. But the A tticus rested upon a different basis — 
it w^as true; and it was noble, Addison really had the infirmi- 
ties of envious jealousy, of simulated friendship, and of treacher- 
ous collusion with his friend’s enemies — which Pope imputed to 
him under the happy parisyllabic name of Atticus; and the 
mode of imputation, the tone of expostulation — indignant as re- 
garded Pope’s own injuries, but yet full of respect for Addison, 
and even of sorrowful tenderness — all this in combination with 
the interest attaching to a feud between two men so eminent, has 
sustained the Atticm as a classic remembrance in satiric literature* 


* The sons of the Duke having died, the title and estates were so settled as to 
descend through this daughter, who married tlie Earl of Sunderland. In conse- 
quence of this arrangement, Spencer (until lately) displaced the great name of 
Churchill ; and the CStfl became that second Duke of Marlborough, about whom 
SmoOett tells in his History of England (Reign of George 11.) so remarkable and 
to this hour so mysterious a story. 
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But the Atossa is a mere chaos of incompatibilities, thrown toge- 
ther as into some witch’s cauldron. The witch, however, had some- 
times an unaffected malignity, a sincerity of venom in her wrath, 
which acted chemically as a solvent for combining the heteroge- 
neous ingredients in her kettle ; tirhereas the want of truth and 
earnestness in Pope leave the incongruities in his kettle of de- 
scription to their natural incoherent operation on the reader. 
We have a great love for the great Duchess of Marlborough, 
though too young by a hundred years * or so to have been that 
true and faithful friend which, as contemporaries, we might have 
been. 

What we love Sarah for, is partly that she has been ill-uscd 
by all subsequent authors, one copying from another a fury 
against her which even in the first of these authors was not real. 
And a second thing which we love is her very violence, qualified 
as it was. Sulphureous vapours of wrath rose up in columns from 
the crater of her tempestuous nature against him that deeply 
offended her, but she neglected petty wrongs. Wait, however — 
let the volcanic lava have time to cool, and all returned to absolute 
repose. It has been said that she did not write her own book. W e 
are of a different opinion. The mutilations of the book were from 
other and inferior hands ; but the main texture of the narrative and 
of the comments were, and’ must have been, from herself, since 
there could have been no adequate motive for altering them, and 
nobody else could have had the same motive for uttering them. 
It is singular that, in the case of the Duchess, as well as that of 
the Lady M. W. Montagu, the same two men, without concert, 
were the original aggressors amongst the gens de plume^ viz.. 
Pope, and subsequently Horace Walpole. Pope suffered more 
from his own libellous assault upon Atoasa^ through a calumny 
against himself rebounding from it, than Atossa could have done 
from the point-blank shot of fifty such batteries. The calumny 
circulated was, that he had been bribed by the Duchess with a 
thousand pounds to suppress the character — which of itself was 
bad enough; but as the consummation of baseness it was 
added, that after all, in spite of the bribe, be caused it to be 
published. This calumny we believe to have been utterly with- 
out foundation. It is repelled by Pope’s character, incapable of 
any act so vile, and by his position, needing no bribes. But 
what we wish to add is, that the calumny is equally repelled by 
Sarah’s character, incapable of any propitiation so abject. Pope 


* The DuchesB died in the ftame year as Pope, viz., just in time by a few months 
lo miss the RebeUion of 1 745, and the second Pretender ; spectacles which for 

r e reasons (vindictive or otherwise) both of them wookl have enjoyed until 
Bprins of 1746. 




321 


Pope and the Duehees of MarJbwofugh. 

wanted no thousand pounds j but neither did Sarah want his 
clemency. He would have rejected the £1000 cheque with 
scorn; but the would have scorned to offer it. Pope cared 
little for Sarah ; but Sarah cared less for Pope. 

What is offensive, and truly fio, to every generous reader, may 
be expressed in two items : first, not pretending to have been 
himself injured by the Duchess, Pope was in this instance meanly 
adopting some third person’s malice, which sort of intrusion into 
other people’s quarrels is a sycophantic act, even where it may 
not have rested upon a sycophantic motive ; secondly, that eveii 
as a second-hand malice it is not sincere. More shocking than 
the malice is the self-imposture of the malice : in the very act of 
puffing out his cheeks like jiEolus, with ebullient fury, and con- 
ceiting himself to be in a passion perfectly diabolic. Pope is really 
unmoved, or angry only by favour of dyspepsy ; and at a word 
of kind flatteiy from Sarah, (whom ho was quite the man to love,) 
though not at the clink of her thousand guineas, he would have 
fallen at her feet, and kissed her beautiful hand with rapture. 
To enter a liouse of hatred as a junior partner, and to take the 
stock of malice at a valuation — (we copy from advertisements) — 
that is an ignoble act. But then how much w'orse in the midst; of 
all this unprovoked wrath, real as regards the persecution which 
it meditates, but false as the flatteries of a slave in relation to its 
pretended grounds, for the spectator to find its malice counter- 
feit, and the fury only a plagiarism from some personated fury in 
an Opera. 

There is no truth in Pope’s satiric sketches of w’omen — 
not even colourable truth; but if there were, how frivolous 
— how hollow, to erect into solemn monumental protestations 
against the wliole female sex what, if examined, turn out to 
be pure casual eccentricities, or else personal idiosyncracies, or 
else foibles shockingly caricatured, but, above all, to be such 
foibles as could not have connected themselves with sincere feel- 
ings of indignation in any rational mind. 

I'he length and breadth [almost we might say — the depth] of 
the shallowness, which characterizes Pope’s Philosophy, cannot 
be better reflected than from the four well-known lines — 

“ For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 

Bis can’t be wrong, whose life is in the right : 

For forms of government let fools contest, 

Whate'er is best administer’d is best'* 


In the first couplet, what Pope says is, that a life, which is 
irreproachable on a human scale of appreciation, neutralises and 
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faith, which takes for panted that either may possibly be true 
whilst the other is entirely false, can wear a moment’s plausi- 
bility only by understanding life in so limited a sense as the sum 
of a man’s external actions, appreciable by man. He whose life 
is in the right, cannot, says Pope, in any sense calling for blame, 
have a wrong faith ; that is, if his life were right, his creed 
might be disregarded. But the answer is — that his life, accord- 
ing to any adequate idea of life in a moral creature, cannot be in 
the right unless in so far as it bends to the influences of a true 
faith. How feeble a conception must that man have of the in- 
finity which lurks in a human spirit, who can persuade himself 
that its total capacities of life are exhaustible by the few gross 
acta incident to social relations or open to human valuation. 
An act, which may be necessarily limited and without opening 
for variety, may involve a large variety of motives — motives 
again, meaning grounds of action that are distinctly recognised 
for such, may (numerically speaking) amount to nothing at all 
when compared with the absolutely infinite influxes of feeling 
or combinations of feeling that vary the thoughts of man ; and 
the true internal acts of moral man are his thoughts — ^liis yearn- 
ings — his aspirations — his sympathies — his repulsions of heart. 
This is the life of man as it is appreciable by heavenly eyes. 
The scale of an alphabet — how narrow is that ! Four or six and 
tw^enty letters, and all is finished. Syllables range through a 
wider compass. Words are yet more than syllables. But what 
are words to thoughts ? Every word has a thought correspond- 
ing to it, so that not by so much as one solitary counter can the 
words outrun the thoughts. But every thought has not a w’ord 
corresponding to it : so that the thoughts may outrun the words 
by many a thousand counters. In a developed nature they do 
so. But what are the thoughts when set against the modifica- 
tions of thoughts by feelings, hidden even from him that feels 
them — or against the intercombinations of such modifications 
with others — complex with complex, decomplex with decomplex 
— these can be unravelled by no numan eye. This is the infinite 
music that God only can read upon the vast harp of the human 
heart. Some have fancied that musical combinations might be 
exhausted. A new Mozart might be impossible. All that he 
could do, might already have been done. Music laughs at that^ 
as the sea laughs at palsy for its billows, as the morning laughs 
at old age and wrinkles for itself. But a harp, though a world 
in itself^ is but a narrow world by comparison with the world of 
a human heart. 

Now these thoughts, tinctured subtly with the perfume and 
colouring of human affections, make up the sum of what merits 
tear tlie name of life : and these in a vast proportion 
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depend for their possibilities of truth upon the degree of approach 
which the thinker makes to the appropriation of a pure faith. 
A man is thinking all day long, and putting thoughts into 
words : he is acting comparatively seldom. But are any man’s 
thoughts brought into conformity with the openii^ to truth 
that a faith like the Christian’s faith suggests % Far from it. 
Probably there never was one thought, from the foundation of 
the earth, that has passed through the mind of man, which did 
not offer some blemish, some sorrowful shadow of pollution, 
when it came up for review before a heavenly tribunal : that 
is, supposing it a thought entangled at all with human in- 
terests or human passions. But it is the hey in which the 
thoughts move, that determines the stage of moral advancement. 
So long as we are human, many among the numerous and 
evanescent elements that enter (half-observed or not observed 
at all) into our thoughts, cannot hut be tainted. But the 
governing — the predominant element it is which gives the cha*- 
racter and the tendency to the thought : and this must become 
such, must become a governing dement, through the quality 
of the ideals dejposited in the heart by the quality of tiie re- 
ligious faith. One pointed illustration of this suggests itself 
from another poem of Pope’s, in which he reiterates his shallow 
doctrine. In his Universal Prayer he informs us, that it can 
matter little whether we pray to Jehovah or to Jove, so long as 
in either case we pray to the First Cause. To contemplate 
God under that purely ontological relation to the world would 
have little more operative value for what is most important in 
man than if he prayed to gravitation. And it would have been 
more honest in Pope to say, as virtually he has said in the 
couplet under examination, that it can matter little whether 
man prays at all to any being. It deepens the scandal of this 
sentiment, coming from a poet professing Christianity, that a 
clergj'man, (holding preferment in the English Church,) viz.. Dr. 
Joseph Warton, justifies Pope for this Pagan opinion, upon the 
OTound that an ancient philosopher had uttered the same opinion 
M)^ before. What sort of philosopher f A Christian? No : but 
a I^gan. What then is tne value of the justification f To a 
Pagan it could be no blame that he should avow a reasonable 
Pagan doctrine. In Irish phrase, it was true for him^ 
Amongst gods that were all utterly alienated from any scheme 
of moral government, all equally remote from the executive 
powers for sustaining such a goveniment, so long as there ^as a 

E ractical anarchy and rivalship amongst themselves, there could 
e no sufiBcient reason for addressing vows to one rather than 
to another. The whole pantheon collectively could do nothing 
for moral influences, a fortiori^ no separate individual amongst 
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them. Pope indirectly confesses this elsewhere by his own im- 
passioned expression of Christian feelings, though implicitly 
denying it here by his mere understanding. For he reverberates 
elsewhere, by deep echoes, that power in Christianity which 
even in a legendary tale he durst not on mere principles of good 
sense and taste have ascribed to Paganism. For instance, how 
could a God, having no rebellion to complain of in man, pretend 
to any occasion of large forgiveness to man, or of framing means 
for reconciling this forgiveness with his own attribute of perfect 
holiness? What room, therefore, for ideals of mercy, tenderness, 
long-suffering, under any Pagan religion — under any worship of 
Jove I How again from Gods, disfigured by fleshly voluptuous- 
ness in every mode, could any countenance be derived to an 
awful ideal of purity? Accordingly we find, that even among 
the Romans, (the most advanced, as regards moral principle, of 
all heathen nations,) neither the deep fountain of benignity, nor 
that of purity, was unsealed in man’s heart. So much of either 
was sanctioned as could fall within the purposes of the magis- 
trate, but beyond that level neither fountain could have been 
permitted to throw up its column of waters, nor could in fact 
have had any impulse to sustain it in ascending ; and not merely 
because it would have been repressed by ridicule as a deli ration 
of the human mind, but also because it would have been frowned 
upon gravely by the verv principle of the Roman polity, as wan- 
dering away from civic objects. Even for so much of these great 
restorative ventilations as Rome enjoyed, she was indebted not 
to her religion but to elder forces that acted in spite of her reli- 
gion, viz., the original law written upon the human heart. Now, 
on the other hand, Christianity has left a separate system of 
ideals amongst men, which (as regards their aevelopment) are 
continually growing in authority. Waters, after whatever course 
of wandering, rise to the level of their original springs. Chris- 
tianity lying so far above all other fountains of religious influence, 
no wonder that its irrigations rise to altitudes otherwise un- 
known, and from which the distribution to every level of society 
becomes comparatively easy. Those men are reached oftentimes — 
choosing or not choosing — by the healing streams, w^ho have not 
sought them, nor even recognised them. Infidels of the most de- 
termined class talk in Christian lands the morals of Christianity, 
and exact that morality with their hearts, constantly mistaking 
it for a morality co-extensive with man ; and why ? Simply 
from having been moulded unawares by its universal pressure 
through infancy, childhood, manhood, in the nursery, in the 
school, in the market-place. Pope himself, not by system or by 
affectation an infid^^l, not in any coherent sense a doubter but a 
careless and indolent assenter to such doctrines of Christianity as 
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his own Church prominently put forward, or as social l*e8pect- 
ability seemed to enjoin, — Pope therefore, so far a very luke- 
warm Christian, was yet unconsciously to himself searched pro- 
foundly by the Christian types of purity. This we may read in 
his 

“ Hark, the herald angels say, 

Sister spirit, come away!” 

Or again, as some people read the great lessons of spiritual 
ethics more pathetically in those that have transgressed them 
than in those that have been faithful to the end — read them in 
the Magdalen that fades away in penitential tears rather than 
in the virgin martyr triumphant on the scaffold — wo may see 
in his own Eloisa, and in her fighting witli the dread powers let 
loose upon her tempestuous soul, how profoundly Pope also had 
drunk from the streams of Christian sentiment through which 
a new fountain of truth had ripened a new vegetation u|)on 
earth. What was it that Eloisa fought w'ith? What power afflicted 
her trembling nature, that any Pagan religions could have evoked ? 
The human love, the nympholepsy of the fond despair,” might 
have existed in a Vestal Virgin of ancient Eome.: but in the 
Vestal what counter-influence could have come into conflict w ith 
the passion of love through any operation whatever of religion ? 
None of any ennobling character that could reach the Vestal’s 
own heart. The way in wdiich religion connected itself with the 
case was through a traditional superstition — not built upon any 
fine spiritual sense of female cnastity as dear to heaven — but 
upon a gross fear of alienating a tutelary goddess by offering an 
imperfect sacrifice. This sacrifice, the sacrifice the natural 
household* charities in a few injured women on the altar of the 
goddess, was selfish in all its stages — selfish in the dark deity 
that could be pleased by the sufferings of a human being simply ae 
suflerings, and not at all under any fiction that they were vofun- 
taiy ebullitions of religious devotion — selfish in the senate and 
people who demanded these sufferings as a ransom paid through 
sighs and tears for their ambition — selfish in the Vestal hersmf, 
as sustained altogether by fear of a punishment too terrific to 
face, sustained tlierefore by the meanest principle in her nature. 
But in Eloisa how grand is the collision between deep religious 
aspirations and the persecuting phantoms of her undying human 
passion I The Vestm feared to be walled up alive, abandoned to 
the pangs of hunger — to the trepidations of darkness— to the 


♦ The Vestals not only renounced marriage, at least for those years in which 
marriage could be a natural blessing, but also left their faUters’ houses at aft ago 
the most tiying to the human heart as regards the pangs fd separation. 
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echoes of her own lingering groans — to the torments perhaps 
of frenzy rekindling at intervals the decaying agonies of flesh. 
Was that what Eloisa feared? Punishment she had none to appre- 
hend : the crime was past, and remembered only by the criminals: 
there was none to accuse but herself : there was none to judge 
but God. Wherefore should Eloisa fear ? Wherefore and with 
what should she fight ? She fought by turns against herself and 
against God, against her human nature and against her spiritual 
yearnings. How ^and were the mysteries of her faith, how 
gracious and forgiving its condescensions I — How deep had been 
ner human love, how imperishable its remembrance on earth I — 

What is it,” the Roman Vestal would have said, “ that this 
Christian lady is afraid of? What is the phantom that she 
seems to see?” Vestal I it is not fear, but grief. She sees an 
immeasurable heaven that seems to touch her eyes : so near is 
she to its love. Suddenly, an Abelard — the glory of his race — 
appears, that seems to touch her lips. The heavens recede, and 
diminish to a starry point twinkling in an unfathomable abyss ; 
they are all but lost for her. Fire, it is in Eloisa that searches 
fire : the holy that fights with the earthly : fire that cleanses 
with fire that consumes ; like cavalry the two fires wheel and 
counterwheel, advancing and retreating, charging and counter- 
charging through and tnrough each other. Eloisa trembles, but 
she trembles as a guilty creature before a tribunal unveiled with- 
in the secrecy of her own nature : there was no such trembling in 
the heathen worlds, for there was no such secret tribunal. Eloisa 
fights with a shadowy enemy : there was no such fighting for 
Roman Vestals ; because all the temples of our earth, (which is 
the crowned Vesta,) no, nor all the glory of her altars, nor all the 
pomp of her cruelties, could cite from the depths of a human 
spirit any such fearful shadow as Christian faith evokes from an 
afilicted conscience. 

Pope therefore, wheresoever his heart speaks loudly, shows 
how deep had been his early impressions from Christianity. 
That is snown in his intimacy with Crashaw, in his Eloisa, in his 
Messiah, in his adaptation to Christian purooses of the Hying 
Adrian, &c. It is reiSnarkable also, that Pope betra3rs, in au 
places where he has occasion to argue about Christianity, how 
much grander and more faithful to that great theme were the 
subconscious perceptions of his heart than the explicit commen- 
taries of his understanding. He, like so many others, was un- 
able to read or interpret the testimonies of his d#n heart, which 
, is a deep over which diviner agendes brood than are legible to 
' the intellect. The cipher written on his heaven-visited heart was 
deeper than his understanding could interpret. 

If the question were asked. What ought to have been the best 
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among Pope’s poems 1 most people would answer, the Essay on 
Man. If the question were asked, What is the worst? all 
people of judgment would say, the Essay an Man. Whilst yet 
in its rudiments this poem claimed the first place by the promise 
of its subject : when finished, by the utter failure of its execu- 
tion, it fell into the last. The case possesses a trijple interest — 
first, as illustrating the character of Pope modified by his situa-* 
tion ; secondly, as illustrating the true nature of that didactic” 
poetry to which this particular poem is usually referred ; tliirdlyi 
as illustrating the anomalous condition to which a poem so grand 
in its ambition has been reduced by the double disturbance of 
its proper movement ; one disturbance through the position of 
Pope, another through his total misconception of didactic poetry. 
First, as regards Pope’s situation, it may seem odd — but it is not 
so — that a man’s social position should overrule his intellect. 
The scriptural denunciation of riches, as a snare to any man 
that is striving to rise above worldly views, applies not at all less 
to the intellect, and to any man seeking to ascend by some aerial 
arch of flight above ordinary intellectual efforts. Piches are fatal 
to those continuities of energy without which there is no success 
of that magnitude. Pope had £i00 a-year. T?iat seems not so 
much. No, certainly not, with a wife and six children ; but by 
accident Pope had no wife and no children. He was luxuriously 
at his ease : and this accident of his position in life fell in with a 
constitutional infirmity that predisposed him to indolence. Fven 
his religious faith, by shutting him out from those public em- 
ployments which else his great friends would have been too 
happy to obtain for him, aided his idleness, or sometimes in- 
vested it with a false character of conscientious self-denial. He 
cherished his religion confessedly as a plea for idleness. The 
result of all this was, that in his habits of thinking and of study, 
(if study we can call a style of reading so desultory as his^) Pope 
became a pure dilettante ; in his intellectual eclecticism he was a 
mere epicure, toying with the delicacies and varieties of litera- 
ture; revelling in the first bloom of moral speculations, but 
sated immediately; fastidiously retreating all that threatened 
labour, or that exacted continuous attentidii } fathoming, through- 
out all his vagrancies amongst books, no foundation ; filling up 
no cliasms ; and with all his fertility of thought expanding no 
germs of new life. 

This career of luxurious indolence was the result of early 
luck which made it possible, and of bodily constitution which 
made it tempting. And when we remember his youthful intro- 
duction to the highest circles in the metropolis, where he never 
lost his footing, we cannot wonder that, without any sufiSdent 
motive for resistance, be should have sunk passively under his 
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constitutional propensities, and should have fluttered amongst 
the flower-beds of literature or philosophy far more in the cha- 
racter of a libertine butterfly for casual enjoyment, than of a 
hard-working bee pursuing a premeditated purpose. 

Such a character, strengthened by such a situation, would at 
any rate have disqualified Pope for composing a work severely 

! )hilosophic, or where philosophy did more than throw a coloured 
ight of pensiveness upon some sentimental subject. If it were 
necessary that the philosophy should enter substantially into the 
very texture of the poem, furnishing its interest and prescribing 
its movement, in tiiat case Pope's combining and theorizing 
faculty would have shrunk as from the labour of building a 
pyramid. And wo to him where it did not^ as really happened 
m the case of the Essay on Man. For his faculty of execution 
was under an absolute necessity of shrinking in horror from the 
enormous details of such an enterprise to which so rashly he 
had pledged himself. He was sure to find himself, as find him- 
self he did, landed in the most dreadful embarrassment upon re- 
viewing his own work. A work which, when finished, was not 
even begun ; whose arches wanted their key-stones ; whose parts 
had no coherency ; and whose pillars, in the very moment of 
being thrown open to public view, were already crumbling into 
ruins. This utter prostration of Pope in a work so ambitious as 
an Essay on Man — a prostration predetennined from tlie first 
by the personal circumstances which we have noticed, was ren- 
dered still more irresistible in the second place by the general 
misconception in which Pope shared as to the very meaning of 
“ didactic” poetry. Upon which point we pause to make an expo- 
sition of our own views. 

What is didactic poetry ? What does didactic” mean when 
applied as a distinguishing epithet to such an idea as a poem ? 
The predicate destroys the subject ; it is a case of what logicians 
call contradictio in adjecio — the unsaying by means of an attri- 
bute the very thing which in the subject of that attribute you 
have just aflirmed. No poetry can have the function uf team- 
ing. It is impossible that a variety or species should contradict 
the very purpose which contradistinguishes its genus. The 
several species differ partially ; but not by the whole idea which 
differentiates their class. Poetry, or any one of the fine arts, 
(all of which alike speak through the genial nature of man and 
his excited sensibilities,) can teach only as nature teaches, as 
forests teach, as the sc^ teaches, as infancy tea^dm, viz., by deep 
impulse, by hieroglyphic suggestion. Their t^dbing is n^t 
. direct or explicit, but lurking, implicit, masked in deep incar- 
4|bations. To teach formally and professedly is to abanaon the 
^ery diflferential character and principle of poetiy. If poetiy 
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could condescend to teach anything, it would be truths moral or 
religious. But even these it can utter only through symbols 
and actions. The great moral, for instance, the last result of 
the Paradise Lost, is once formally announced : but it teaches 
itself only by diffusing its lesson through the entire poem in the 
total succession of events and pui^ses : and even this succession 
teaches it only when the whole is gathered into unity by a re- 
flex act of meditation ; just as the pulsation of the physical heart 
can exist only when all the parts in an animal system are locked 
into one organization. 

To address the insulated understanding is to lay aside the 
Prospero’s robe of poetry. The objection, therefore, to didactic 
poetry, as vulgarly understood, would be fatal even iftliere were 
none but this logical objection derived from its definition. To 
be in self-contradiction is, for any idea whatever, sufficiently to 
destroy itself. But it betrays a more obvious and practical con- 
tradiction when a little searched. If the true purpose of a 
man’s writing a didactic poem were to teach, by what sugges- 
tion of idiocy should he choose to begin by putting on fetters ? 
wherefore should the simple man volunteer to handcuff and 
manacle himself, were it only by the encumbrances of metre, 
and perhaps of rhyme? But these he will find the very least of 
his encumbrances. A far greater exists in the sheer necessity of 
omitting in any poem a vast variety of details, and even capital sec- 
tions of the subject, unless they will bend to purposes of ornament. 
Now this collision between two purposes, «the purpose of use in 
mere teaching and the j)urpose of poetic delight, shows, by the uni- 
formity of its solution, which is tW true purpose, and which the 
merely ostensible purpose. Had the true purpose been instruc- 
tion, the moment that this was found incompatible with a poetic 
treatment, as soon as it was seen that the sound education of 
the reader-pupil could not make way without loitering to gather 
poetic flowers, the stern cry of duty” would oblige the poet to 
remember that he had dedicated himself to a didactic mission, 
and thttt-^he differed from other poets, as a monk from other 
men, by his vows of self-surrender to harsh ascetic functions. 
But, on the contrary, in the very teeth of this rule, wherever 
such a collision does really take place, and one or other of the 
supposed objects must give way, it is always the vulgar object of 
teaching (the pedagogue’s object^ which goes to the rear, whilst 
the higher object of poetic emotion moves on triumpbantly. In 
reality not one ||^iehc.tic poet has ever yet attempted to use any 
p|rts or processed of the particular art which he made bis tbemo, 
unless in so far as they seemed susceptible of poetic treatment, 
and only became thj^ seemed so. L^k at the poem of Cyder^ 
by Sliihps, or die Fteeee of Dyer, or (which is a s^ weightier 
example) at the Geargkedl Virgil,— any of these poets diow 
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the least anxiety for the correctness of your principles, or the de- 
licacy of your manipulations in the worshipful arts they affect to 
teach? No; but tney pursue these arts through every stage 
that offers any attractions of beauty. And in the very teeth of 
all anxiety for teaching, if there existed traditionally any very 
absurd way of doing a thing which happened to be eminently 
picturesque, and, if opposed to this, there were some improved 
mode that had recommended itself to poetic hatred by being 
dirty and ugly, the poet (if a good one) would pretend never to 
have heard of this disagreeable improvement. Or if obliged, by 
some rival poet, not absolutely to ignore it, he would allow that 
such a thing could be done, but hint that it was hateful to the 
Muses or Graces, and very likely to breed a pestilence. 

This subordination of the properly didactic function to the 
poetic, which, leaving the old essential distinction of poetry [viz.. 
Its sympathy with t]je genial motions of man’s heart] to over- 
ride all accidents of special variation, and showing, that the 
essence of poetry never can be set aside by its casual modifica- 
tions, — will be compromised by some loose thinkers, under the 
idea that in didactic poetry the element of instruction is in fact 
one element, though subordinate and secondary. Not at all. 
What we are denying is — that the, element of instruction enters 
at all into didactic poetry. The subject of the Georgies, for in- 
stance, is Bural Economy as practised by Italian farmers : but 
Virgil not only amita altogether innumerable points of instruc- 
tion insisted on as articles of religious necessity by Varro, Cato, 
Columella, &c. ; but, even as to those instructions which he does 
communicate, he is careless whether they are made technically 
intelligible or not. He takes very little pains to keep you from 
capital mistakes in practising his instructions ; but lie takes good 
care that you shall not miss any strong impression for the eye or 
the heart to which the rural process, or rural scene, may naturally 
lead. He pretends to give you a lecture on farming, in order to 
have an excuse for carrying you all round the beautiful farm. He 
pretends to show you a good plan for a farm-house, as the readiest 
means of veiling his impertinence in shewing you the farmer’s 
wife and her rosy children. It is an excellent plea forgetting a 
peep at the bonny milk-maids to propose an inspection of a model 
dairy. You pass through the poultry-yard, under whatever pre- 
tence, in reality to see Sie peacock and his harem. And so on 
to the very end, the pretended instruction is but in secret the 
connecting tie which holds together the laugl^g flowers going 
off from it to the right and to the left ; whilst if ever at intervau 
this prosy thread of pure didactics is brought forward more ob- 
^;^||isively, it is so by wav of foil, to make more effective upon the 
the prodigality of the floral magnificence. 

We omirm therefore that the didactic poet is so far frmn seek- 
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ing even a secondary or remote object in the particular points of 
information which he may happen to communicate, that mucli 
rather he would prefer the having communicated none at alK 
Wo will explain ourselves by means of a little illustration ft'om 
Pope, which will at the same time furnish us with a miniature 
tyjxj of what we ouraelyes mean by a didactic poem, both in re- 
ference to what it is anu to what it is not In the Rape of the 
Lock there is a game at cards played, and played with a Ibrilliancy 
of effect and felicity of selection, applied to the circumstances, 
wdiich make it a sort of gem within a gem. This game was not 
in the first edition of the poem, but was an after-thought of 
Pope’s, laboured therefore with more than usual care. We re- 
gret that omhre^ the game described, is no longer played, so that 
tho entire skill with which the mimic battle is fought cannot 
be so fully appreciated as in Peme’s days. The strategics have 
partly perished, which really I^ope ought not to complain 
since he suffers only as Hannibal, Marius, Sertorius, suffered 
before him. Enough however survives of what will tell its ow'ii 
story. For what is it, let us ask, that a poet has to do in such a 
case, supposing that he were disposed to weave a didactic poem 
out of a pack of cards, as Vida has out of the cliess-board ? In 
describing any particular game he docs not seek to teach you 
that game — lie postulates it as already known to you — but he 
relies upon separate resources, lat^ he will revive in the reader*s 
eye, for picturesque effect, tho well-known personal distinctions 
of the several kings, knaves, &c., their appearances and their 
powers. he will choose some game in which lie may display 

a hanpy selection applied to the chances and turns of fortune, 
to the raanoouvres, to tlie situations of doubt, of brightening 
expectation, of sudden danger, of critical deliverance, or of 
final defeat. The interest of a war will bo rehearsed — lia eat 
de paupere regno — that is true ; but the depth of the agitation on 
such occasions, w^hether at chess, at draughts, or at cards, is not 
measured of necessity by the grandeur of tlie stake ; he selects, 
in short, whatever fascinates the eye or agitates the heart by 
miiniciy of life; but so far from teachhigy he presupposes the 
reader already taught^ in order that ho may go along witli the 
movement of the descriptions. 

Now, in treating a subject so vast, indeed so inexhaustible, as 
man, this eclecticism ceases to be possible. Every part depends 
upon every other part : in such a nexm of Iratha to insulate is 
to annihilate. Severed from each other th^e parts lose their sup- 
port, their coherence, their very meaning^ you have no liberty 
to reject or to choose. Besides, in treating the ordinary Ihemes 
proper for what is called didactic poetry— eay, for instance^ that 
It were the art of rearing silk-worms or bees — or suppose it to be 
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h<»ticultore, landscape-gardening, hunting, or hawking, rarely 
does there occur an3^hing polemic; or, if a slight controyersy 
doea arise, it is easily hushed asleep— it is stated in a line, it u 
answered in a couplet. But in the themes of Lucretius and 
Pope, every thing is polemic— you move only through dispute, 
you prosper only by argument and never-ending controver^. 
There is not positively one capital propoUtion or mictrine about 
man, about his origin, his nature, his relations to God, or his 
prospects, but must be fought for with energy, watched at every 
turn with vigilance, and foUowed. into on^ess mazes, not under 
the choice of the writer, but under the inexorable dictation of 
the argument. 

Suw a poem, so unwieldy, whilst at tlie same time so austere in 
its philosophy, together with the innumerable polemic parts essen- 
tial to its ^od huth and even to its evolution, would be absolutely 
unmanageable from excess and from disproportion, since often a 
secondary demur would occupy far more space than a principal 
section. Here lay the impracticable dilemma for Pope’s Essay on 
Man. To satisfy the demands of the subject, was to defeat the ob- 
jects of poetry. To evade the demands in the way tiiat Pc^ has 
done, is to offer us a ruin for a palace. The very same dilemma 
existed for Lucretius, and with the very same result. The Be 
Rerum Naturd, (which might, agreeably to its theme, have been 
entitled Be omndtue rebus,) and the Essay on Man, (which might 
equally have borne the Lucretian title Be Rerum Naturd,) are 
both, and from the same cause, fragments that could not have 
been completed. Both are accumulations of diamond-dust without 

i >rinciples of coherent. In a succession of pictures, such as usually 
brm the materials of didactic poems, the slightest thread of in- 
terdependency is sufficient. But, in works essentially and every- 
where argumentative and polemic, to omit the connecting linlra^ 
as <ffien as they are insusceptible of poetic effect, is to break up 
the unity of the parts, and to undermine the foundations, in what 
expressly ofiers itself as a systmnatic and architectural whole. 
Pope’s poem has suffered even more than that of Lucretius from 
this want of cohesion. It is indeed the realization of anarchy; 
and one amusing test of this may be found in the fiict, that dif- 
fident commentators have deduced from it the very opposite 
doctrines. In some instances this apparent antinomy is doubb* 
fhl, and denendent on the unbiguities or obscurities <ff the ex- 
presrion. But in others it is iairfy dedudble : and the cause lies 
m the elliptical structure of the work: the or (as 

times it may be called) the cha^ may be up in two dif- 
fomit modes es^tially hostile : and he that supplies the Atotus, 
in effiset determines the Idas of the poem this way or that— to a 
rdi^ons or to a so^tical result. In t^edkhm tiro commentary 
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of Warburton has been retained, \rhich ought certainly to have 
been dismissed. The Essay is, in effect a Hebrew word with 
the vowel-points omitted : and Warburton supplies one set of 
vowels, whilst Crousaz with equal right supplies a contradictory 
set. 

As a whole, tlio edition before us is certainly the most 
agreeable of all that we possess. The fidelity of Mr. Boscoo 
to the interests of Pope’s reputation, contrasts pleasingly with 
the harshness at times of Bowles, and the rec&less neutrality 
of Warton. In the editor of a great classic, we view it as a 
virtue, wearing the grace of loyalty, that he should refuse to ex- 
]H)se frailties or defects in a spirit of exultation. Mr. Rosooe’s 
own notes are written with peculiar good sense, temperance, and 
kind feeling. The only objection to them, which applies however 
still more to the notes of former editors, is the want of com- 
jiactness. They are not written under that austere instinct of 
compression and verbal parsimony, as the ideal merit in an an- 
notator, which ought to govern ml such ministerial labours in 
our days. Books are becoming too much the oppression of the 
intellect, and cannot endure any longer the accumulation of 
undigested commentaries, or that species of diffusion in editors 
wliicu roots itself in laziness: the effoi'ts of condensation and 
selection are painful ; and they are luxuriously evaded by re- 
printing indiscriminately whole masses of notes — though often 
m substance reiterating each other. But the interests of readers 
clamorously call for the amendment of this system. The principle 
of selection must now be applied even to the teat of great authors. 
It is no longer advisable to reprint the whole of either Dryden 
or Pope. Not that we would wish to see their works mutilated. 
Let such as are selected, be printed in the fullest integrity of 
the text. But some have lost their interest ;* others, by uie ele- 
vation of public morals since the days of those great wits, are 
felt to be now utterly unfit for general reading. Equally for 
the readers sake and the poet’s, the time has arrived when 
they may be advantageously retrenched : fer they are painfully 
at war with those feibmigs of entire and honourable esteem wittt 
which all lovers of exquisite intellectual brilliancy must wish to 
sorreund the name and memory of Pofe. 


* We do sot include the Dimcun in this list On the eontniy, the ugmoMla 
by which it has been genenUy undervained, as though anUquated by luse of ttne 
andbythefiidingofhaines,a(eallnnsoand. We omueiveshaM it to he uw gtusteit 
of Pope’s efforts. But Jer that very reason we retire from the euayaate ef 
whidi we had designad, aa being wholly dispn^ortioned to. the nanow hndta ra> 
maiuiag t> ns. 
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Aut. IL — Expository Discourses on the First Epistle of the 
Apostle Feter. By John Brown, D.D., Senior Minister of 
the United Presbyterian Congregation, Broughton Place, 
Edinburgli, and Professor of Exegetical Theology to tlie 
United Presbyterian Church. 3 vols. 8vo. Edinburgh, 
1848. 

It cannot but be regarded as a soinewliat singular circum- 
stance that Dr. Brown now almost for the first time becomes a 
theological author. He has obtained by universal consent the 
first place in the denomination to which he belongs, and will 
probably be regarded by most competent judges as not second 
to anjy living Scottish theologian ; and yet his jmblications up 
to this period have been nothing more than a succession of scat- 
tered essays and fugitive sermons. We do not except his in- 
valuable tract on Religion and the Means of its Attainment,” 
nor his able work on tlie “ Law of Christ respecting Civil 
Obedience.” The one is still confined to the dimensions of a 
pamphlet, and the other is but a pamphlet grown to a book by 
a superfootation of notes in its second and third editions. Such 
reserve is at least worthy of notice for its rarity ; and the theo- 
logical world has not been altogether insensible to the value of 
the scattered leaves which have been dropped, and sometimes 
almost torn from the hand of their author. 

There are, however, other channels of influence than the press, 
and through these Dr. Brown has acted more or less directly on 
the public mind. As a preacher of distinguished pow'er and 
popularity unabated by the vicissitudes of forty years, he h^g, in 
a situation of great prominence, developed the resources of a very 
peculiar and original style of pulpit instruction. As a leading 
mind in the public movements of his own denomination, and in 
more catholic enterprises, ho has shown himself, though slow to 
speak, yet weighty in counsel, and ever on the side of liberality 
jjand progress. And above all, as a theological professor, he has 
■ lodged in the minds of the rising ministry under his care the 
most valuable results of a life-long study of the sacred oracles, 
and has left upon them a marked and distinppiishable impress, 
by which, to a great extent, the whole denomination is affected. 
Other able and accomplished men, some of them no more in the 
field of labour, have contributed in their own departments to mould 
the character of this large section of Scottish Presbyterianism ; 
but there can be no (question that its present attitude and bear- 
ing in rdation to Biblical literature is mainly due to the author 
of these Discourses. If there be a rising standard of scholarship 
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In the department of Biblical Criticism, he has been the patron 
and exemplar of this species of lettered lore — if there be a kind 
of exegetical conscience pretty widely diffused, and more sensi- 
tive than in former days both to what is required and to what is 
forbidden, he has been its chief awakener and mentor — and if 
there be an increase of devout reverence for the word of revela- 
tion, and a growing preference of a Biblical to a symbolical 
theology, he has led the way in this desirable reformation. 
AVhen the full cycle of his labours is completed, posterity, wo 
apprehend, will regard him as the greatest interpreter which his 
(>hurch during the century of its existence has produced, and aa 
^Yorthy to rank with the most distinguished of the age ; and will, 
we hope, have reason to point to his teaching and writings as 
marking an era in the Scripture exposition of Scotland. 

It is a matter of just lamentation, however unpatriotic it may 
seem, that for half a century, if not more, our country has con- 
tributed little or nothing to the applied inteiq)retation of Scrip- 
ture. We have liad occasional treatises on sq>arate herme- 
neutical questions, such as Dr. Alexander’s Connexion and 
Harmony of the Old and New Testaments,” and Mr. Fairbaim’s 
“ Scripture Typology and the large volumes of Kitto’s Cyclo- 
paedia, which is partly Scottish in its authorship, and wholly so 
in its place of publication, contain a great deal of similar matter ; 
but as for commentary proper, the country seems almost to have 
bid farewell to jt since the days of Macknight, and has satisfied 
its scanty demands in that way through the imported stores of 

Biblical Cabinets” and Continents Translation Societies,” 
or through the painful and solid labours of Moses Stuart, or the 
more rapid and flimsy compilations of Albert Barnes. 

It cannot surely but be accounted an extraordinaiy phenome- 
non, that in a country which numbers its religious teachers by 
hundreds and even thousands — which regards the Bible with a 
veneration not surpassed, if equalled, by any people in the Chris- 
tian world — and in which the regular exposition of Scripture by 
the method of lecturing occupies a full half of the time devoted 
to religious instruction, there should be found so exceeding few 
who publish their labours to the world, and fewer still who 
thereby do the public any service. This cannot be attributed 
to any abatement of the cacoeihes scribendi on the part of reli- 
gious authors ; for in other branches of popular theological 
authorship, such as sermons and doctrinal pamphlets, the supply 
is still abundant ; indeed, by seme mystenous contravention of 
the economic maxim, larger than the demand. Nor can we 
doubt, that if valuable exegetical results had been generally ob- 
tained by the Scottish clergy in their preparations w the pulpit 
during the last fifty years, they world have been give# to ttie 
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world ; and hence our only explanation of their non-appearance 
is, that the^y have not been obtained, and that this branch of 
our theological literature has been all but stationary. We limit 
the inquiry for convenience’ sake to half a century : though we 
have no evidence that the ratio of contribution was ever much 
greater than during this last period. How comes it to pass then, 
fliat as the result of' the whole mental activity of the theologians 
of this period, we have not half-a-dozen of exegetical works that 
have continued to be spoken of half-a-dozen of years after their 
publication ? For this untoward issue some may have one ex- 
planatory hypothesis, some another : and it may be as well to 
glance at some of these in passing. 

Many will point to the low state of Greek and Hebrew learn- 
ing in our country as a sufficient account of the phenomenon, 
building on the principle that interpretation is but an applied 
grammar.” Ana no doubt it must be confessed that this has been 
a mighty hindrance. Hebrew has been all but dead even to 
the roots ; and Greek has barely existed on an ungenial soil. If 
both are reviving it is only by an impulse from without : for 
our northern authorship has not aspired to any original researches 
in either language, or attempted any enterprise greater than 
the preparation of text-books. Only a very small })roportion of 
those on whom the interpretation of Scripture devolved have 
been able to read Isaiah as readily as Virgil, or to grope their 
way through the darkness of the Fauline epistles by any other 
than the reflected light of the English translation. The phi- 
lological insight whidi brings fresh meaning out of Scripture — 
the philological taste which gives an interest to the critical in- 
terpretations of others, must in such cases have been altogether 
wanting ; and thus neither writers nor readers in the higher de- 
partment of exegesis could be expected among the clergy. For 
this the Scottish ministry have not been greariy to blame. The 
stream could not ascend higher than the fountain : and the uni- 
versities, besides neglecting to supply the philological instru- 
ments, omitted to teach the use of them : for the art of inter- 
pretation did not enter into the thedogical curriculum; and 
there are even yet Scottish universities without chairs of exege- 
tkal theology. All this is true and deeply to be deplored, and 
we trust the stigma will not rest for another half century on our 
coUey^ and the body of our clergy. But we greatly question 
if this cause is so adequate, as many imagine, to account for the 
paucity and unimportance our expository literature. It mapr 
explain the absence of grammatical commentary, but not of logi- 
cal ; of oonunentary like that of Fritzsche pursuing every clause 
e labyrinth of learning : but not of comment^ like 
(lit Ci pkhauseiv intent cdiiefly on the develcqpment of the sense 
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and the catching of the general spirit of the passa^. The 
learning of men like the latter is no doubt great and of immense 
service. But we believe that even without it altogether^ and 
with nothing but the data of the translated Bible before them, 
or assisted by the scanty modicum of Scottish scholarship^ such 
minds would not have left the Word of God where they found 
it, but struck into new and interesting paths. Why then have 
men of natural power and vigour of intellect, conversant all the 
while with the oody and substance of Scripture, though they 
have touched and handled it with the gloved hand of ignorance 
and not with the finer tact of scholarship, left so little the im- 
press of their fingers upon it, and done so little to mould it into 
shape and order I Wny have there not arisen interpreters like 
Andrew Fuller and Archibald Maclean, whose success in defect 
of fill critical helps must ever excite astonishment, and who were 
far more unfavourably situated than the great majority of the 
Scottish clergy, who are chargeable with this defalcation ? Be- 
sides, if the defect of scholarship in Scotland has been the grand 
impediment, why has the presence of it not called forth a host 
of commentaries, both popiilar and scientific, in England, which 
is, on all hands, admitted to be superior at least in Greek 
literature ? The poverty of the south is almost as great as that 
of the north. The most valuable recent contributions are, per- 
haps, those of Dissenters, such as Dr. Henderson On Isaiah,” 
and The Minor Prophets;” and the Church of England, since 
the days of Magee, wnose works are not formally exegetical, has 
added but little to the common stock. The desideratum of 
Arnold — a Scripture Commentary, has not been supplied, though 
his own sermons form interesting fragments ; and there is no- 
thing in the present theological horizon in England that looks 
even like the rising of a littk cloud to pour forth in a decade as 
large a shower of scholia, notes, and expositions as falls every 
year in Germany. If sholarship were of such paramount influ- 
ence in this matter, it would not be so ; and England would 
occupy a position much more nearly intermediate between tlie 
continental advanced guard and our own rear. 

Again, another plausible reason which may be urged in ex- 
tenuation of our defects, is the busy professional life of our 
divines, which allows little or nothing ot the learned leisure in 
which great works come to maturily. The round of ecclesias- 
tical duties is great and increasing; and amid the multifarious 
detail of saenred and sometimes secular business, there is hardly 
time found for written preparation ibr the pulpit, much less for 
independent researches in Scripture criticism and ex]>osition. 
What first occurs must be first taken. There is no time for 
weighing and dwq^tation of various senses. The Sabbath-bell 
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rifling by anticipation on the oar, brings the matter to a speedy 
close, and rings the knell of scientific commentary. Nor is there 
a large staff of reserve-theologians posted in our universities, 
like the host of teachers — ordinary, extraordinary, and privatim 
docentes of the German colleges, who would carry on the whole 
operation though the working clergy entirely neglected it. We 
have neither the otium curn dignitate of the English system, nor 
the otitim inquietum of the German. The one plants some hun- 
dreds of fellows of colleges, deans, and prebends in university 
and cathedral towns, to take their rest : the other scatters a still 
larger number over the length and breadth of Germany in the 
seats of its manifold seminaries, to disturb the rest of others by 
perpetual novelties and alarms of heresy. The one class live 
first and work afterwards : the others must struggle hard, not only 
for a position, but for their daily bread, and nve like the Bal- 
learic children on the produce of their sling, or like Ishmael in 
the wilderness, on the fruit of their bow. We have dispensed 
with this class of literary producers and critics almost entirely, 
and have not a dozen of theological tutors whose studies lie in this 
department in all Scotland ; and even of those some are oppressed 
besides with the weight of the pastoral office. It is unquestion- 
able that this defect, and the consequent throwing of the burden 
upon the onUnary Gospel ministry, goes a considerable way in 
accounting for the backwardness of our exegetical as of all our 
higher literature ; and that neither can greatly flourish until the 
number who are set apart to it as a business largely increase. 
Nevertheless, this cause cannot be regarded as adequate ; and in 
other circumstances, the working clergy might be expected to 

E roduce far more, and more valuable matter. In past ages they 
ave furnished many a stone to the sacred edifice of interpreted 
Scripture, and have often equalled the others as inaster-buiLiers. 
If Origen wrote many of his commentaries in academic circum- 
stances, as the head of a school in Alexandria ; Augustine com- 
posed most of his amid the distractions of a turbulent bishopric 
in the north of Africa, If Jerome pursued his profoundly learn- 
ed researches in the cave of Bethlehem ; Chrysostom contributed 
not less perhaps to the understanding of the Word by his homi- 
lies to the crowds of Constantinople. Calvin, who preached al- 
most without ceasing, did unspeakably more for interpretation 
than Beza ; and Luther's services in this department (though 
some circumstances may appear to make the contrast unfair) 
eclipse those of Melancthon. Not to speak of other great names 
among the non -conformists, Baxter and Owen, who both 
wrote commentaries, though the former in very unequal propor- 
tion to his other works, were both pastors of churches : while it 
jnay be added, that Campbell ana Macknight, the two great* 
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t?st of out countrymen in this department in the last century, 
occupied the ministerial office, and there laid the foundation of 
their most important works; and that the men who, in the pre- 
sent day, have done most to uphold our Biblical reputation, and 
the autnor of the volumes before us among them, belong to the 
most faithful of the working ministry. In Germany, indeed, the 
jirofessorial body occupy uie most distinguished place : and no 
names among the pastoral class can be mentioned beside those 
of Tholuck, Liicke, Ilengstenberg, Harless, and not a few more; 
l)ut the others vindicate tor themselves a very respectable posi- 
tion as contributors to the most scientific of the theological jour- 
nals ; and one of these, and not the least valuable, “ The Studies 
of the Wiirtemberg Clergy,” is entirely in their hands. AVhy^ 
indeed, should professional studies in exposition not tend to ge- 
nerate the taste and give some measure at least of talent for the 
work, though they may not develop both in the highest degree? 
Why should the list of authorship among practising commenta- 
tors be so much scantier, as it unquestionably is, than among 
])ractising lawyers and physicians ? It seems then that we have 
Jiardly reached the true solution of the phenomenon, and that we 
must venture one guess more before we give it up in despair. 

It seems to us then, that the main cause of our little exegeti- 
cal progress is to be found in the^ exclusively practical cha- 
racter of our Scottish religion, combined with our veneration for 
the past. No impartial observer can deny that these qualities 
prevail in Scotland to a degree in which they exist in no other 
country in the world. Our religion was decided for us by the 
Reformation, and consolidated by the Westminster Assembly ; 
and everything still bears the mark of these epochs. The foun- 
dation of our dogmatical theology has never since been seriously 
disturbed ; but generation after generation has been contented 
to accept it, and to build upon it, as already laid. The authc- 
rity of Scripture, and the great outlines of its interpretation, 
have been handed down together and gratefully received by a 
believing posterity. The great aim and struggle of the national 
relimon lias been to bring the nation really, as it was nominally, 
unoer the prevailing system, and to convert theoretical orthodoxy 
into living faith. The Bible has not been so much studied fium 
fresh and novel points of view, supplied by antagonism to hostile 
systems, as in one unvarying spirit of tranquil contentment with 
its first results. The collision of opposing parties has elicited 
but few and transient fiashes of light in the department of inter- 
pretation. In the 17 th century, the Chui’ch constitution was 
attacked by Episcopacy : in the 18 th the Church doctrine by 
Infidelity, and the Church administration by Moderatism. The 
three gceot struggles or re-actions that arose in consequence did 
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but little to enlarge the topics or increase the stores of interpre- 
tation. The contest with Episcopacy added only to the illustra- 
tion of the loci classici of the rival system ; and during its con- 
tinuance, far more books were added to the Presbytenan armory 
than have been cast ever since into the treasury of exposition* 
The contest with Infidelity, chiefly under the leadership of Hume, 
did still less ; for his antagonists within the Church — Beid, Camp- 
bell, and Beattie — necessarily conducted the defence not on theo- 
logical but on metaphysical grounds : and Hume, with all his 
faults, had more modesty than with recent German nihilists to 
endeavour to entrench himself within the pale of Bevelation, and 
to wrest Scripture to his and its own destruction. The scientific 
refutation of scepticism was the great and only service of Mo- 
deratism to Scottish religion ; but it left the Bible where it found 
it, and raised no discord in the harmony of traditional interpre- 
tation. We may except indeed the Arminian tinge given to the 
Pauline Epistles in the commentaries of Macknight, and in the 
fashionable expositions of that school ; but there was nothing in 
them which was not borrowed from English or Bernonstrant 
sources ; and they gave no impulse to fresh exegetical researches 
on the orthodox side. Then came the grand straggle with Mode- 
ratism, both from within thcEstablishmont and without — a contest 
which has lasted to our own times ; but the light which it has 
cast on Scripture has respected only questions of discipline and 
order ; and the great body of Scripture is still seen through the 
medium of the old dogmatic interpretation. It has not been 
with us as in Germany. The tide of rationalism has not flowed 
over into the Church. We have had no Semlcr, Michaelis, 
Eichom, and Paulus all the while professing to stand on the 
footing positive Christianity, and yet not only discarding the 
symbmical books, but unsettling the Canon, truncating the w'ord 
of God, and extorting from the maimed and mutilated volume, 
by the rack of a false interpretation, a complete recantation of 
the doctrine of Christ. God, in his mercy, spared our Scot- 
tish Church this fearful trial. But then, dmost as a necessary 
consequence, we have not shared in the advantages which such a 
trial was fitted to evoke. We have not been cast back upon our 
Bibles, laying the symbolical books for a time aside. We have 
not been driven to the question of interpretation as one of life 
and death. We have not replaced our traditional confidence in 
the Canon by a faith growing out of elaborate researches, and 
established Jbeyond the power of learned cavils to shake. And 
we see not our national orthodoxy, like the nasemt evangelism 
of Germany, renewing its youth, md drinld^ purer and pimer 
draughts from the fountain of ^riptnre* We cannot have the 
incompatible fruits of two oppoiHte coume of WewH 
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not have the products of bold and independent inquiry^ unless 
the field has oeen swept clear by something like a revolution* 
We cannot have the virgin soil without the previous disintegration 
of the rock. We cannot have the fresh shoots, unless the tree^rfurws 
nt ilex tonea bipennibus^^ has first been lopped or cut over. It is 
thus wo account for the paucity and monotony of our commen- 
taries in comparison of those of the evangelical school of Germany. 
Ours has been in many respects a happier lot ; unspeakably hap- 
j)ier. Instead of defending the Canon, and extricating from the 
grasp of tlie spoiler the essence of Scriptural Christianity^, we 
have carried abroad an unchallenged Bible, and sounded in the 
ears of a nation an equally unchallenged interpretation. But it 
is plain that our circumstances have been the less favourable of 
the two for the deep and many-sided study of the word we prcacli- 
ed : tliat we have been in danger .of believing our message just 
because there was none to controvert it ; and that we have too 
much laid up the Bible in an unapproached ark, as having spoken 
its last wora to us, rather than carried it about as the l)rim and 
Thumraim, which had still fresh oracles to utter in answer to 
every friendly prayer, and in defiance of every blasphemy ol‘ tho 
enemy ! Our lieligion has not been centripetal but centrifugal. 
Wo have rushed out to the circumference of Christianity, explor- 
ing the outlying regions of church polity and organization ; and 
have spent all our strength in secldng to realize the cxtonml 
ideal of a Church as it ought to be, while the interior mysteries 
of the Gospel have been too much neglected ; allowed to lie safe 
in their hidden shrine, or if contemplated with earnest gaze, secji 
not so much in the light of their own holy place, as from the 
outer court of ecclesiastical tradition. But surely we have car- 
ried this deference to tho authority of our fathers in intcr])reta- 
tion too far. Surely there is room for a vigorous bound in an 
onward direction, which shall leave ns still in the narrow way of 
orthodoxy. There is a fulness in Scripture which no Church, 
liowever great its achievements in exposition, has yet exhausted. 
A firm bdief in this, and a humble yet steadfast resolution to do 
justice to the immensity of the worn of God, is the first condi- 
tion of progress. Let„us want this, and no amount of learning, 
application on the part of our ministry to those researches can 
carry us beyond the magic circle of the past. Let us receive this 
as a gift firoiu on high, worthy of Him who has taught us to call 
no mw master on earth ; and our country will again take its 
place in the development of Protestantism, and hasten forward the 
advent of the Church of the Future, when a Bible understood 
and believed shall be all in all. 

In the volnmes before us, which are chiei^ occupied with 
Expository Discoums on the First Epistle of Peter, we have 
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the first important accession which has been made for many 
years to the stock of commentary, in the strict and proper sense- 
We hail it as a production independent and autochthonal — a 
fniit-trce yielding fruit after its kind^ whose seed is in itself.” 
It is neither Scottish nor German, but sprung from the high and 
rare union of the best qualities of both schools in a single mind. 
It has the Scottish clearness, precision, orthodoxy, practicality ; 
the German learning, minuteness of investigation, and disregard 
of tradition ; and for certain qualities — too rare in both — resolute 
adherence to the very truth of the passage — {indagatio non divin-- 
Qtioj ) — unforced development of the connexion, — and basing of 
edification on the right meaning of Scripture, we have not met 
with anything in either country which surpasses it. The peculiar 
nature of the author's plan required high qualifications to render 
it even moderately successful. His aim was not to furnish a 
body of edifying discussions and reflections, built on selected 
words and doctrines of Peter, in which department the immortal 
work of Leighton was sufficient; nor to present a dry and 
scholastic explication of the sense, in the manner of Steiger ; 
but to lay the foundation in the one style, and to build the 
superstructure upon it in the other : to bring out the sense, the 
whole sense, and nothing but the sense, in the manner of a 
scientific commentary, and then to clothe and vivify this for 
jmpular impression and edification. But this w^as not all. The 
epistle was not only to be thus expounded with the rigour of the 
one method, and the richness of the other ; Dr. Brown increased 
his difficulty by resolving to have it broken up into its internal 
divisions, organically separate ; so that however long or short 
any of its paragraphs, it the subject were one, it must be com- 
prised in a single discourse. There were thus to be combined 
the unity of sormon-writing with the unfettered textuality of 
lecturing ; and this in addition to the difficulty of harmonizing 
in the lecture the scientific element and the popular. We give,, 
then, an exact idea of the j^culiarities of this Commcntaiy, 
wlien w’e say that it contemplates four objects : 1. The fixing of 
the landmarks of each separate subject in the epistle ; 2. The 
farther subdivision of this subject in such a manner as to unite 
the style of the sermon and the lecture ; 3. The scientific de- 
termination of the exact and full sense ; 4. The popular ex- 
pression of this in the form of Christian doctrine or Christian 
morality. It would not be easy, we think, to form a more just 
and happy conception of satisfactory and exhaustive commentary 
writing. And we do not believe we can do a better service to 
the great cause of Scripture inteipretation than to make a few 
remarks on the peculiarities of this method in the bands of Dr« 
Brown^ with examples the l^ork before ns. 
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We have been greatly struck with the felicity with which the 
leading ideas of the Epistle are seized and marked oif from each 
other, — a process analogous to the laying down on a map of the 
physical boundaries of mountain, river, desert, forest, or estuary, 
oy which a kingdom is partitioned oft* into provinces. This 
leading idea is the title ana subject of each expository discoui'se ; 
and there is often more light cast on a paragraph by the title 
thus prefixed than in p^es of ordinary illustration. We may 
say there is a kind of military eye here apparent, in reconnoitring 
a passs^e from a distance, and taking its bearings by the con- 
text. This gives a singular degree ot precision and distinctness 
of relief to what, in the eye of the ordinary reader of the a])os- 
tolic epistles, is too apt to appear a continuous or confused ev- 
panse. There is a great deal more, however, than clear definition 
of boundaries executed in this precognition of a passage. Thc*re 
is often an originality in the view ot the subject itselt^ and that 
accomplished, not by the minuter criticism, but by the first 
bird’s-ejre view. Thus, in the fourth paragraph of the epistle, 
(chap. 1 . 10-12 ; and our readers will pardon us for requesting 
them to turn up the passage,) it is shown by the author that the 
great subject of discussion is the final happiness of Clmstiam^ as 
nothing else than this suits the preceding paragraph, or the de- 
sign ot the apostle to comfort the disciples of the Saviour under 
trials. He tnus discards at the very outset the idea that the 
Christian system of salmtion^ as a whole, is the subject of dis- 
course, which is the ordinary traditional interpretation ; and 
puts a new and more consistent meaning on the words — “ the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow explain- 
ing them, not as denoting the vicarious sufferings and mediatorial 
glory of Jesus Christ, which is the common and time-hallowed 
view, but as expressing the sufferings of Christians for Jesus 
Christ in this life, together with the succeeding reward. 

This general division is in every case followed by the subdivi- 
sion of Uie selected paragraph into its minor fragments, as the 
separate members of a body once broken up are again dissected 
according to their internal structure. This is generally, in what 
is called textual preaching, a very easy ])rocess, — the clauses of 
a paragraph being taken up bodily, in the order in which they 
stand ; a procedure which more resembles that of the surgeon, 
cutting through bone, muscle, and nerve by one rude incision, 
than that of the anatomist, carefully separating the one from the 
other, and tradng their entire course and mutual relations. For 
example, doctrine and duty may run together through a passage, 
but they must be separated as bone and muscle; or exhortation anct 
motive, but they must be kept clear as muscle and nerve. And 
even where the systemof m(^ truncation is practicable as a species 
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of division, there are various dep;rees of elegance with which 
it may be executed. Thus, in the analysis of the paragraph 
above referred to, hardly any blundering could miss the three 
subdivisions ; but few could nave expressed them so elegantly as 
Dr. Brown, in this simple sentence — “ The final happiness of 
Christians the subject of Old Testament prediction, New Testa- 
ment revelation, and angelic study.” It is not, however, on this 
kind of subdivision that wo lay much stress as an exegetical 
gain. Exegesis is concerned with the discovery of the sense 
more than the expression of it; just as Mathematics is more 
concerned with the correctness than the elegance of the demon- 
stration. It is to the innumerable subdivisions in this com- 
mentary, conducted in what we have called the anatomical style 
in contradistinction from the surgical, that vre attach the highest 
value. . Of these wo extract a most masterly specimen, in the 
treatment of the long, complex, and, to an ordinary eye, uncon- 
nected paragraph, which succeeds that already noticed. Let any 
one read it over as it stands, (chap. i. 13-21,) and then say 
whether a flood of light is not cast upon it by the following out- 
line of a division and subdivision : — 

‘‘ In this admirable paragraph we have a most instructive view — L 
Of Christian duty ; 11. Of the means of performing it ; and 111. Of 
tlie motives to its performance. Of Christian Duty — described first 
generally, as obedience, Chnstians being expected to act ^ as obedient 
children,* i, rather children of obedience ; and then described more 
particularly — ^first negatively, ‘Not fashioning yourselves according 
to your former lusts in your ignorance and then positively — ‘ lie 
holy in all manner of conversation.’ Of the means of performing 
Christian Duty ; first, determined resolution — ‘ Gird up the loins of 
your mind secondly, moderation in all our estimates, and desires, 
and pursuit of worldly objects — ‘Be sober;* thirdly, hope — ‘Hope 
to the end,' hope perfectly ; fourthly, fear — ‘ Pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear.’ Of the motives to the performance of 
Christian Duty ; first, the grandeur and excellence and security of 
the Christian inheritance, the full possession of which we can attain 
only by Christian obedience — ‘ Wherefore,’ referring to the whole of 
the preceding description of the final state of happiness which awaits 
the saints ; secondly, the holiness of God — ‘ Be ye holy, for 1 am 
holy;’ thirdly, the equity of God — ‘The Father on whom we call, 
without respect of persons, judgeth every man according to his works ;’ 
and fourthly, the wonderful provision which had been made for se- 
curing thb holiness, in their having been redeemed, or bought back 
to God, by the blood of his Son — ‘ Forasmuch as ye know that ye 
were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but 
with the precious blood of Christ,* " dbc.— Such is the outline I shall 
attempt to fill up in the subsequent illustrations.*’ — ^Yol. i. pp. 99, 100. 

> We cgixnot too strongly caU the attention of readers of this 
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work to these organic filaments of the structure of the Epistle. 
They are totally different from the invented plans of ordinary 
sermon-writing, or the loosely accepted groundwork of ordinary 
lecturing. These bear too often to their contents the relation of a 
frame to a picture, or of rows of stakes to a fruitful field. Hero, 
on the contrary, the divisions are the veritable framework of the 
Epistle, taken down with wonderftil tact and peneti'ation ; and 
])ut up again with equal judgment and skill. We cannot doubt 
that this part of the work has cost the author the greatest labour ; 
and it has not been bestowed in vain. Whoever does not appreciate 
these subdivisions, can have little taste for the logic of exegesis. 
They give indeed to the work somewhat of a scholastic appear- 
ance ; and the present age abhors scholastic division. But this 
is just to prefer the vague and popular in conception to the exact 
and scientific. The infinite multiplicity of Scripture demands 
a manifold division, as much as that ofNature. All true know- 
ledge proceeds in this direction ; and if the division is only just, 
anJ is gathered up again under general heads, it cannot be too 
minute, for this is only to track the footsteps of Him who binds 
multiformity in unity, both in His works and His word. There 
is great truth in the remark of Coleridge, in apologizing for tho 
needless articulation of tho divines of tho 17th century — to 
which, however, there is hero no resemblance. Show me one 
error that has arisen from separating the identical, and I will 
show you ten which have arisen from confounding the di- 
verse.” 

It is obvious how this preliminary settlement of tho subject 
and its divisions, must pave the way for the bringing of the full 
and exact sense out of the sacred words. This is, indeed, tho 
great business of exposition ; and with it the largest part of 
tliese volumes is occupied. The three qualities which are gene- 
rally regarded as essential to successful interpretation every- 
where appear to great advantage. These are the knowledge of 
history, — ^for which, in the case of a doctrinal and epistolary 
part of Scripture, ought rather to be substituted the power of 
sympathy with the mental idiosyncrasy of the writer, — which in 
this case" is the historical base m his style ; the discernment of 
the scope of the context ; and acquaintance with the usage of 
the words, or mm hquendi. While distinguished by all three 
qualifications, we should say that Dr. Brown is pre-eminent in 
tne second; and that his analytic turn of mind disposes and 
enables him to pore with searching and patient eye upon the 
complexities of a paragraph, and especially upon the parades of 
inference, and other hooks and eyes of sentenoes,^until all be- 
comes connected and transparent. He is a logical interprets 
in the highest sense of tihe term, and we affirm, without fear of 
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contradiction, that there is no one who more fully realizes this 
difficult ideal, whether in detecting the drift of an argument, or 
laying bare the nerve of a demonstration, or tracing out its subsi- 
iliary illustrations and applications. In writings so, parenthetical 
and involved and so encumbered with their own ricnness, as the 
"apostolical epistles, this is the first and leading quality, and the 
whole procedure of Dr. Brown, resting upon the supposition that 
there is method in this overflow of matter, is a continued and 
successful effort to explore and display it. The only one of the 
evangelists who offers the same field, and perhaps a more diffi- 
cult one to exegetical sagacity, is John ; and we believe that the 
same qualities which thus bare the linked argument of the a])os- 
tles, when hidden amid wixjaths of eloquence and illustration, 
would also bring to view the bands and ligaments of the dis- 
courses of the beloved disciple, buried though they be like por- 
tions of a chain under water. No one can read these discourses, 
and not feel satisfied that he understands a great deal better the 
object of the apostle in every paragraph, and the tendency of all 
that ho says to gain this object ; \^icii is just to say, that he has 
acquired a rational comprehension of the whole. This, we take 
it, is the common sCnsc view of the business of interpretation; 
and it is here executed chiefly by the above-mentioned gift of 
discovering, dwelling on, and making prominent the connexion 
between every one part and every other. We instance a remark- 
able example in which Dr. Brown, by a rigid application of this 
principle, seems to us to have set at rest the interpretation of one 
of the loci re/caHssimi of the New Testament, that respecting the 
preaching to the spirits in prison, (1 Pet. iii. 18, 19, 20, 22.) 
Having rejected oil philological grounds the common Protestant 
intei^pretation, which assigns a preaching by the spirit of Christ 
in the days of Noah, — and also the Patristic, Romish, and Lu- 
theran view, which fixes this preaching 4;o the period of the 
Saviour's descent to Hades, he adds these decisive textual ob- 
jections : — 

And what will weigh much with a judicious student of Seftpture 
is, that it is impossible to pei*ccive how these events, supposing them 
to have taken place, were, as they arc represented by tlie language to 
be, the effects of Christ's suffering for sins in the room of sinners, and 
how these statements at all serve to promote the apostle’s practical 
object, which wtis to persuade persecuted Christians patiently and 
cheerftdly to submit to sufferings for righteousness’ sake, from the con- 
sideration exemplified in the case of our Lord, that suffering in a gogd 
cause and in a right spirit^ however severe, was calculated to lead to 
the happiest results. No interpretation, we apprehend, can be tlio 
right one, which does not correspond with the obvious construction of 
the passage, and with ilie avowed design of the writer.”— -Vol. ii. p. 849. 
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lie then proceeds to give an interpretation which satisfies 
these conditions : That the Saviour put to death in the flesh, j. e. 
ill the body, was quickened in the spirit; L e. spiritually quick** 
cned, became the reseiwoir and fountain of a new spintum li&. 
to man ; and in consequence of this spiritual quickening, went' 
and preached to the spirits in prison, i. e. went by his apostles to 
depraved men, who are spirits in prison under the bondage of 
Satan — the same kind of spirits that had been disobedient in the 
days of Noah ; but who were now set free, and that in a manner 
and to a degree of which there had been no previous example. It 
is easy to see how this interpretation saves the unity of the passage; 
for tliis spiritual deliverance of men is an obvious consequence 
of the Saviour’s sufierings ; and it is an example of suffering not 
sustained in vain, a ])ro6f that damage cannot come to Christians 
as it did not come to their Master, from death itself in a good 
cause. Many similar examples might be pointed out of clear 
and satisfactory light cast even on dubious passages by resolute 
adherence to the unity and scope of the whole ; and on this, were 
there no other (quality, we would rest the merit of this perform- 
ance, as something far higher than any collection of historical 
apparatus, and as better than whole cartloads of musty German 
learning. There is abundant knowledge, however, of all colla- 
teral sources of illustration ; and a very considerable amount of 
well-digested critical and verbal discussion in the notes which 
are affixed to the separate discourses. We give this all duo 
jiraise, since it is far from a common feature in English works of 
the kind. 13ut the essence of this learning is, as it ought to be, 
absorbed into the structure of the exposition ; and we thank the 
author for not having overloaded his treatise with more than the 
brief scholia which he has given. We are right glad to miss the 
lumber of the wheels ; the long and useless lists of absurd opi- 
nions from the Fathers downwards, wliich swell so man}' works 
of continental growth, and for which it would be better to die 
than to live. It is hard to say which is more tiresome, the re[)e- 
tition of these or the refutation of them. It is time that many 
of these senseless interpretations w^ere put in the same category 
with the hunting Welshmen’s hypotheses respecting the moon. 

We have only fo add here, that while there is the most reso- 
lute and pertinacious attempt to determine the verj^ sense of the 
passage, there is a careful endeavour to bring out the full sense. 
It is not the first taste of the grapes with which tlie author is 
satisfied. All must go impartially through the wine-press ; And 
the last drop pf liquid must be yielded up. Thus tne greatest 
honour is done to ^ripture, which is all worthy of thorough in* 
vestigation ; and there is often a real gain to tinith, since the 
Word of God, like a river, though most rapid in its maiu stream, 

VOL. IX. NO. xvm. 24 * 
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is not always most deep ; but runs often into dark pbols and side 
eddies, which are also worthy of being explored for hidden trea- 
sure* Dr. Brown sometimes brings out of a wherefore” or a 

forasmuch,” a large store of interesting truth ; and thus teaches 
that the words of the Lord are pure words, and are more pre- 
cious than gold or silver, of which the sm^lest grains are not 
wont to be cast away. 

Without going] into tedious details, we may simply remark of 
the doctrinal and practical portions of the w^ork, which partake 
more of the character of the concio ad populum than the exege- 
tical, that they have the great merit of being elicited from the 
Bpistle itself, and of being nothing more than the full expansion 
of the apostolic sentiment. There is of necessity the tinge of 
an individual mind given to the whole ; but of a mind submit- 
ting itself to the guidance of Scripture, and careful only to 
repeat and prolong the notes of inspiration. There is also a 
ready use of that reference to parallel passages and to the gene- 
ralized sense of Scripture, commonly called the analogy of faitli, 
which even rigid exegesis and much more popular illustration 
warrants. But the most independent discussions and largest 
contributions from the rest of Scripture do not interfere with the 
thoroughly Petrine character of the whole work ; apd both these 
elements are employed to illustrate and bring out into the 
strongest relief the distinctive theology and ethics of the First of 
the Apostles. The original finished statue is unrolled limb by limb, 
rather than melted down and recast in the mould of the author’s 
own mind. This seems to us a proceeding as rare as it is admir- 
able, and contrasts very favourably with that style of illustration 
of Scripture doctrine and practice which consists simply in reite- 
rating Scripture truth in Scripture forms : and still more with 
that other style which does nothing more than make Scripture 
the starting point of its own theorizings or declamations. The 
‘ one of these leaves the statue swathed up in its original folds ; 
the other superinduces the trickery of a human dress through 
which the beauty of the natural outline can hardly be discerned. 
Indeed, the style of Dr. Brown’s thinking and expression par- 
takes very much of a statuesque character, — of the severe sim- 
plicity of Scripture itself ; and this, with his total disregard of 
the technicalities of system and the peculiarities of oratorical 
preaching, has contributed, in a great de^ee, to give bis views 
that fresh and interesting character whi^ they wear, as an im- 
pediate reflection of the mind of the sacred writers. The only 
ornament which he seems to covet in his illustration of Scripture 
trutli is, the language of Scripture itself, which fits most grace- 
iully into his own style, and so abundantly and curiously inlays 
it, that it might seem the work of art, were it not too obvious 
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that, like tlie veined strata of rocks, the different materials have 
been fused together in the very act of conception. There is 
something very becoming in an interpreter disdaining any other 
ornament than well-selected Scripture; and in the way in which 
innumerable sentences &om all parts of the Bible ai'e thus set 
together like rows of brilliants, tnere are a thousand incidental 
limits scattered by them upon each other which often disclose 
unexpected beauties. 

It should not be forgotten that these Discourses were written, 
and are now published, not as exegetical studies, but as ex- 
pository lectures for. a mixed congregation. Wo may be per- 
mitted a word regarding them as pulpit exercises. Their power 
in this respect, wo«think, consists in the clearness with which 
Scripture truth is reproduced, in the pious earnestness with 
which it is embraced, and in the reverent manner in which 
a strong and masculine mind is seen to surrender itself with 
all its energies to the impulse that comes from the spirit of the 
inspired writers. Nothing, not even the eloquence of creative 
imagination, has a greater hold over the mind of men than the 
exhibition of the grand realities of revealed truth in their naked 
elements as they come from the mind of God ; and when this is 
done with clear sight, strong realization, and impassioned con- 
viction, the effect cannot but be powerful. We do not envy 
the feelings of the man who can read without profound emotion 
such discourses as that on Honouring all men,” On sancti- 
fying the Lord God in the heart,” or on the Devil as a roaring 
hon.” The last especially is most startlingly impressive: and this 
])ower of minting afresh defaced truth, and sending it forth 
with its native^mage and superscription, runs through the entire 
work. The simplicity, pathos, and energy of many of the appeals 
to conscience raise them to a very high rank in this difficult 
species of pulpit eloquence. 

Our remarks would leave a false impression did they seem to 
imply that there was little of independent effort of mind in these 
volumes, save in the explication and application of the se^se of 
the Apostle Peter. Tliere is a vexy considerable amount of 
theological and moral discussion, which, in strictness of speech, 
has no exegetical hold in the epistle, and which a rigid enforce- 
ment of the law of the marches might exdnde. But these 
materials are not the least interesting : and to some they will 
be not a little welcome, as bringing out the authoi^s system of 
theology at ^ater length than the severe restraints of com- 
mentaiy would have permitted. For example, there are many 
important fragments of generaUzation in the introductions : and 
here and there a lengthened conrideration of some vital doctrine, 
such as the Atonement, on the words, Christ also suffi^r^ for 
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us -Christian freedom on tlie words “ As free and the con- 
nexion between the Atonement and Holiness, on the words, He 
that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased from sin.” Indeed, 
the length of many of these discussions is indispensable to their 
gaining the end of popular teaching ; and there are some, such 
as the beautiful lectures on Relative Duties, that we would have 
wdshed to have seen still farther extended. There is hardly an 
important position in theology to which the author has not oc- 
casion at least to allude ; and \re have remarked no peculiarities 
of view', with this exception, that all other view s are coloured by 
that general theory of the relation of Christianity to our mental 
faculties (if indeed it be a peculiarity in anything but the stress 
laid upon it), wdiich was first propounded in J:he work on Reli- 
gion, and the Means of its Attainment.” This has had the fortune 
to excite objection in some quarters, as making faith too much an 
affair of the understanding, and the more unw orthy fiite of being 
neglected in others ; and has never yet secured half the attention 
which its importance and interest demand. 

As specimens of the clear and ripe thinking, and terse and 
luminous style, which pervade these more independent exercita- 
tions, we subjoin two extracts. The first is on the origin of 
civil government : — 

“ Civil government is farther described as an ‘ ordinance of man,' 
or a ‘ liuman institution' for this purpos^e. It is indeed the doctrine 
of the New Testament, that civil government in one sense— and tliat 
an important one — ^is of divine institution, ‘ an ordinance of God ;* but 
that doctrine rightly understood is in no way inconsistent with the 
doctrine that in another sense it is a human institution, the ordinance 
of man. Civil government is so of God, as to lay m foundation for 
a divine mural obligation on those subject to it to yield obedience. 
Some have held that magistracy is of God merely as all things arc of 
God, as the famine and pestilence, as slavery and war are of him. 
Those who take this view err by defect, for tliis could lay no founda- 
tion for a claim on obedience. Others err by excess, who hold that 
magistracy is a direct express divine institution. It docs not stand 
on the same foundation as the priesthood under the law, or the Chris- 
tian ministry under the gospel. The magistracy of the Jews under 
the law was the result of a direct divine appointment, but not the 
magistracy of any other people. It does not stand even on the same 
ground as marriage, which was formally instituted. It occupies simi- 
lar ground with the social state, agi*iculture or commerce. It natu- 
rally rises out of the constitution of men’s minds, which is God’s 
work, and the cifcumstances of their situation, which are the result 
of his Providence ; and it is highly conducive to the security and 
well-being of mankind, which we know must he agreeable to the will 
of Him, whose nature as well as name is Love, and whose tender 
mercies are over all his works.” — Yol. i. pp. 348, 349. 
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l*he other extract refers to a still more important subject,— 
the connexion of the Atonement with Sanctification. The re« 
marks occur on chap. iv. 1-6, which is a peculiarly difficult and 
apparently incoherent paragraph of the epistle. The author re- 
gards it as an exhortation to holiness, founded on the doctrine 
of the atonement, and thus translates its leading clause, “ For- 
asmuch as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves 
witli this thought, that he who hath suffered in the flesh hath 
been made to rest from sin” — a thought which is intended to 
identify Christ and his people in their dying to sin, or settling 
their account with it. By this striking and in a great measure 
original view, he makes this exhortation parallel to tlie sixth chap- 
ter of the Romans,^ that wonderful apex of Christian theology 
in which justification and sanctification, like the two sides ofa 
triangle, meet in union to Christ. Ho then breaks away into this 

f rofound and truly philosophical exposition of the whole subject, 
ts importance must excuse the length of the citation : — 

The superior efficacy of Christianity as an instrument of amelio- 
rating the moral condition of mankhnh to every other means em- 
ployed for this purpose, will not bo cpicstioned by any enlightened and 
unprejudiced thinker; but the true cause of this efficacy, and the 
manner in wliich it is put forth, are overlooked by most, misappre- 
hended by many, and rightly understood by comparatively few. 

“ The efficacy of Christianity, as a transformer of liuman charac- 
ter, is attributed even by many of its teachers to the purity, extent, 
and spirituality of its moral requisitions ; and to the plainness with 
which they are stated, and the energy with which they are enforced 
ill the law, and by the example of Christ. It is impossible to speak 
too liiglily of the Christian morality, unless you exalt it, as litus ofieii 
been d^one, to the disparngement of the atoning sacrifice and quicken- 
ing spirit of its author ; and we willingly admit, that, on the forma- 
tion of Christianly good character, the law of Christ occupies an 
important though still a subordinate place. 

“ But he ill understands the principles of human nature who expects 
that a being such as both revelation and experience tell us that man 
is, wholly depraved, alienated from the life of God, strongly iiiclineil 
to forbidden indulgence, equally strongly disinclined to the restraints 
of religious and moral obligation, should merely by a statement and 
enforcement of duty, however clear and cogent, be made to undergo 
a radical change in his principles and habits. Who, indeed, does not 
know that the attempts to urge on a person a mode of conduct to 
which he is strongly disinclined, if you do not at the same time em- 
ploy appropriate and adequate means for altering the inclination, 
usually ends in increasing the indisposition it was intended to remove, 
aggravating the disease it was meant to cure? The morality of 
Christianity im exceeds any other morality the world has ever seen. 
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Where is to be found anything to be compared with the Sermon on 
the Mounts or the moral part of the apostolical epistles ? Yet the 
transforming power of the system does not lie here. The morality of 
Christianity may be useful in convincing u bad man that he is bad, 
and in helping a good man to become better; but constituted as 
human nature is, it cannot convert a bad man into a good man. 

“ Another class of Christian teachers, in much greater harmony 
with the principles both of the Scriptural revelation and a sound 
mental philosophy, have held that the power of Christianity to make 
men new creatures resides in its peculiarities as a doctrinal system : 
that the clear, well-established disclosures it makes of the grandeur 
and the grace of the Divine character, of the infinite venerablenosH, 
and estimableness, and loveliness, and kindness of the Supreme Being, 
in the accounts it gives us of the incarnation and sacrifice of Ilis only 
begotten Sou, and of the inappreciably valuable blessings which, 
through his mediation, are bestowed on mankind, when appreliended 
in their meaning and evidence, that is, when understood and believed, 
nfeiturally and necessarily produce such a revolution in man’s mode 
of thinking and feeling in reference to God as naturally and neces- 
sarily leads to a revolution in his mode of conduct ; and that then, 
and not till then, tlie moral or preceptive part of Christianity begins 
to tell on the amelioration of character. 

These sentiments, especially when connected, as they usually arcs 
with a persuasion of the necessity of supernatural influence, the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, to bring the mind and keep the mind under 
the moral influence of evangelical truth; appear to us just, ns far ns 
they go ; hut still they exhibit but an imperfect view of tie* mnnncr 
in which Christianity produces, what nothing else can, a radical, f'oi - 
manent, ever-progressive improvement of the human character, lead- 
ing a man ^ to live the rest of his time in the flesh not to the lusts of 
men, but to the will of God.’ 

“ Fully to understand this most important subject, it is necessary 
to bear in mind that Christianity, in the most extensive sense of the 
term, is something more than a revelation either of moral or religious 
truth. It is the development of a Divine economy, a system of Divine 
dispensations in reference to a lost world ; and it is in these dis);>ensa- 
tions, the incarnation and sacrifice of the only Begotten of God, dis- 
pensations having for their direct object the change of man, the sinner’s 
relation to the Supreme Being as the moral Governor of the world, 
that the true ongtn of man’s moral transformation is to be found ; and 
it is as a development of these dispensations chiefly that the Christian 
revelation conduces to the sanctification of man. 

Nothing is more obvious l^an that a man’s state, relations, and 
circumstances have a powerful influence on the formation of his char- 
acter. The same individual, if placed in infancy in the state of 
slavery or in the state of royalty, would in mature life be distinguished 
by very different and, in many rejects, directly opposite dispositions 
and habits. A certain set of relations and circumstances may be 
quite incongruous with a certain character ; and every species of 
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moral means may be employed in vain to produce that character till 
these relations and circumstances be changed. Let a slave receive 
every advantage of the most accomplished education, if he is not cb- 
franchised, there is little probability of his being formed to the gener- 
ous character of a freeman. Let me know a man to be my enemy, 
or even suspect him to be so, and no exhibition of his good qualities, 
though J should be brought to credit them, which I will be very slow 
to do, can induce me to put confidence in him. Let the relation of 
hostility be changed into one of friendship, and let me be persuaded 
of this, and the same moral means, which were formerly utterly in- 
efficacious, will produce a powerful effect. These plain, common- 
sense principles, transferred to the subject before us, lead us into the 
truth respecting the origin of the transforming, sanctifying influence 
of Christianity. 

“ The relations of man as a righteously condemned sinner are in- 
compatible with a holy character. While man is condemned, and 
knows that he is condemned, how can he be holy, how can he become 
holy ? Ilow can God consistently bestow the highest token of bis 
complacent regard on one who is the proper object of his moral dis- 
approbation and judicial displeasure in making him holy; and how 
can man love or trust or affectionately obey Him whom he knows he 
has offended, whom he has reason to consider as his omnipotent ene- 
my I It is by meeting and removing these difficulties that Christianity 
secures the holiness of man. It is in the securing, by a set of Divine 
arrangements, the change of a state of hostility into a state of friond- 
shipj the rendering the pardon and salvation of the guilty consistent 
with, nay, illustrative of, the perfections of the Divine character and 
the principles of the Divine government, that Christianity lays broad 
and deep and sure the foundation of man’s deliverance, not only from 
misery but from sin, not only of bis endless happiness but of his moral 
perfection. In the vicarious sacrifice of the incarnate Son, in His 
suffering for us in the flesh for sin, the just in the room of the unjust, 
BO suffering as that He found rest from sin, provision is made for a 
most happy change in our relations. We, united to Him, suffering 
for sin in our room, are made to rest from sin, and in this change of 
relations is necessarily implied and indubitably secured a complete 
change of moral dispositions and habits. It is this which leads to no 
longer living to the lusts of men, but to the will of God. It is this 
chief of the works of God that, like the main-spring or moving power 
of a complicated piece of machinery, gives resistless energy and un- 
failing efficacy in the case of the saved, to the moral influence of the 
doctrines and precepts of the Gospel. The better the connexion be- 
tween the atonement and sanctification is understood, the more firmly 
it is believed, the more habitually it is meditated on, the greater pro- 
gress will the individual Christian make in practical godliness ; and 
he who would comply with the apostle’s exhortation, to * live no longer 
the rest of his time to the lusts of men, but to the will of Gfod,’ must 
arm himself with thisthou^t, that hath suffbred in the fiesh 
is made to rest ftpm sin.’ ” — ^Vol. li. pp. 447-461 ^ 
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Before parting company with this Commcntaiy, it may be 
noticed, that it is preceded by a new translation of the Epistle, 
intended to emboay the results of the author’s investigations. 
This is so clear and pointed, as, while perfectly faithful so far as 
we have examined it, to serve in a greatly better form the ends 
of a paraphrase. We can hardly reconcile ourselves, in some cases, 
to the dismissal of the time-hallowed phraseology of the common 
version where the sense did not seem absolutely to require it. 

Appended to the Discourses on Peter there are several others 
of a miscellaneous character ; two on the “ Son of Man and Ilis 
going,” where that Messianic title is handled in a more satis- 
^tory manner than we have ever seen it, and the style rises to 
the highest eloouence : four on “ Keeping ourselves in the Love 
of God,” whicli are somewhat abstruse and didactic, though 
solidly instructive ; and an Inaugural Theological Lecture on 

pur Lord’s ministry,” in which, among other things, the nexus 
between the working of a miracle and the proof of a doctrine is 
laid open with much skill and clearness. 

It only remains to notice, with great brevity, the relation 
which such a work as this holds to the general develo})ment of 
Christianity in our country, especially through the pulpit. The 
pulpit must ever be the grand instrument of the diffusion of 
Christianity, and the efforts to supersede it, either by the press 
or any other agency, proceed on entire ignorance of the social 
nature of Christianity, and its adaptation to be transmitted not 
by solitary reading but by public impulse. At the same time it 
cannot be questioned that there is a general dissatisfaction abroad 
in the educated mind of the countiy with the present state of the 
pulpit. Thei’e is a critical temper of uncertainty, which may 
result either in an entire break with it or a more firm concilia- 
tion than before. There is a disposition to cast off the shackles 
of tradition and to regard the popular Christianity of the puli)it 
as a system of effete and barren commonplaces, beyond which 
the literary intellect of the age has shot far a-head. "Some well- 
meaning Christians are disposed to yield too much deference to 
this feeling. They would accommodate themselves to the edu- 
cated taste by fraternizing to the utmost with the philosophy, 
science, literature, or politics to which the antagonists of the 
pulpit all point ns casting it into the shade, and by struggling to 
inif^rt into the pulpit the more interesting products of these 
several fields of living thought and speculntion. Thus, one is 
all for christianized transcendentalism, another for spiritualized 
astronomy or geology, a third for the gospel in its bearing on 
social questions, and the progress of the jieople. This seems 
to us a mere weakness on the j^t of these innovators ; a ^>ing 
down Jp Egypt for help, not because tliei’e is a famine in the 
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land, but because their own husbandry is bad and unproductive. 
The attitude wliich the pulpit should assume towards other 
living and self-developing forces of thou^t in the country, is 
neither that of obeisance nor defiance. It should ignore their 
existence as objects cither of attack or homage, and leave them 
to the sober and equitable criticism of the Christian press. The 
pulpit has work enough in the proclamation of the grand posi- 
tive doctrines of Christianity. To pusli these aside, and to look 
to other topics either as substitutes or important auxiliaries, is 
virtually to give up Christianity as an antiquated dispensation, 
and to place the Bible beneath the records of science and the 
philosophy of history. The stem of Christianity, we fear, is 
much decayed in the Church or individual whose preaching dis- 
plays a profusion of such parasitical ornaments. The true re- 
medy is not to cast aside positive Christianity, but to bring it 
forth again in its own majesty. This, it appears to us, can best 
be done by applying to it tlie same methods of illustration which 
have given all their interest and fascination to philosophy and 
science. The perpetual freshness and life of these circles of spe- 
culation, consists in a constant return to their original fields of 
observation, in order to make new researches and experiments. 
If the Christianity of the pulpit is to compete with them and 
bear off the palm, it must stand in living communication with 
the Bible, and eternally renew its youth from its ancient spring. 
It must divest itself of the hard and unbending dogmatic shape 
by which the class of educated minds are repelled, and catch 
more of that spontaneity, freshness, and variety, in which Scrip- 
ture itself so wonderfully abounds. It is the great service of 
Dr. Brown to have accomplished this in one im]>ortant book of 
Scripture, and to have set the example of discarding tliat repe- 
tition of dogmatic commonplace which is the weakness of the 
pulpit, and returning to that near dependence upon the very 
mind of the Spirit which is its strength. How much is thus 
found to rc-attach the educated and reffecting to the pulpit;—* 
the keen intellectual interest of tracing the very sense of the wortl 
of God ; and the surorise and gratification of finding how cdin- 
prehensible a thing Uhristianity is ; how full of order and cohe- 
rence the epistolary parts of the New Testament, which appear 
to many so irregular and rhapsodical ; how grand, novel, and 
affecting their disclosures; ana above all, how poweiful the con- 
tagion of direct intercourse with them for devout and holy im- 
pression, when the middle wall of partition is, by the successful 
interpreter, broken down I We hope very much then, in the 
way of reconquering the s[)eculating minds of the coinmnnitv to 
allegiance to the pulpit, from such labours ; partly, because God 
will honour bis own word more than all the inventions of^human 
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elocmence ; and partly, because from the very nature of things, 
truth from the fountain-head is likely to be more powerful and 
satutary than from the lower streams. And hence we deliberately 
think that no well-wisher of the progress of Christianity among 
the educated classes can do better than help on the multiplica- 
tion of such books, and the gradual shifting of popular religious 
instruction from a dogmatic to an exegetical basis. 

What is thus the best means of retaining or recovering the 
educated classes, is likely to be most effectual also with the great 
mass of the population. The testimony of all ministers of the 
Gospel is, that the word of God has been more successful in 
their history than any words of their own. To expect the op- 
posite would be almost a libel on the form in which it has pleased 
the all-wise God to give his Revelation to the world. But this 
is just to admit that the exposition of Scripture has more of the 
power of God unto salvation, than any other mode of exhibiting 
truth. There may not be, as the result of this style, the same 
immediate temporary impression ; though we do not see why a 
Christian minister may not be as fervent and earnest in bringing 
out and enforcing the mind of the Spirit in a particular passage, 
as in using a more free and discursive method of teaching : but 
the ultimate issue must be to elevate the tone of Christian intel- 
ligence, and to promote a deeper and juster appreciation of the 
trutlis of the Bible. If it be said, as is often said, that the ten- 
dency of exegetical studies is to cramp the free course of pious 
thought, to fetter the eloquence of the pulpit, and to give birth 
to a dry, rigid, and pedantic style of preaching, it is easy to 
reply, that this proceeds on a mistaken view of the range allowed 
to interpretation as a pulpit auxiliary. The day it is to be hoped 
is far distant, when grammatical comments or philological pro- 
cesses, or logical outlines, shall usurp the place ot Christian teach- 
ing. This were to convert the ministers of the sanctuary, whoso 
business it is to offer sacrifice, into mere hewers of wood and 
drawers of water, with no fire, but only heaps of fagots; no 
water, but only store of buckets to draw with. We are far 
enough from any such danger. The most exegetical nation in 
the world does not find this spirit at all threaten to infest the 
pulpit. On the contrary, the German evangelical pulpit is more 
lax and rhetorical than the British. This is not more true of a 
great preacher nke Krummacher, who is a child in ex^esis, than 
of a great preacher like Tholuck, who is a master, ^ery^ing 
will depend on the good sense and discrimination of those who 
oompy the saci'ed place ; and since we cannot regard ourselves 
as inferior to our continental neighbours in these qualities, we 
do not think the temptation will be more formidable in our case 
than in tlieira. In truth, to affirm that a complete familiarity 
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with the sense of Scripture, and with all the technical nrocesses 
that have led to its discoveir, must tend to fetter the eloquence 
of the pulpit, and to denude it of its popular character, is not 
more absurd than it would be to assert tnat a thorough acquaint^ 
ance with all the legal points of a case, and a command of all the 
terminolo^ of law, would impair the eloquence of an advocate 
in addressing a jury, or divest his speaking of popular attrac- 
tions. If men will be found hammering and sharpening their 
weapons when they should be using them to smite the enemy, 
the fault is their own ; but let not the anvil and the grindstone 
bear the blame. Earnest and zealous combatants will still know 
wlien to strike ; aiid the blow will come with none the less force 
surely that every /neasure has been previously taken to give the 
sword of the Spirit its native edge. What we ,want is a ministry 
more studious of the sense of Scripture, and not less, but, if pos- 
sible, more devout and fervent than now ; and then we need not 
fear that the simplicity that is in Christ will suffer from any such 
scholastic parade, or that the stream of religious zeal will Jose it- 
self in the sandy desert of verbal criticism. Let us add here, 
that while by such an exegetical style, at once exact and popular, 
both the literary and uneducated classes would be interested and 
attracted, by no other style could such a double good be achieved. 
Great genius, like that of Chalmers, might awaken a transient 
interest for astronomy even in the hands of inferior men. Hut 
how soon must the educated recoil from the tameness of such 
repetitions ; and how' little could they W hold of the Cliristiau 
masses 1 It would be a still less hopeml experiment with any 
other scientific or philosophical application of Christianity. Hut 
it is quite otherwise with the expository preaching of tlie funda- 
mental principles of the GosjkjI, according to tlie boundlessly 
varied groundwork of Scripture. Moderate talents are compe- 
tent to reproduce the annotations of master-intellects in a way 
which shall be pleasing and profitable to all classes ; and thus 
the Divine >vord in its prolonged and dispersed echoes, shall be 
equally the power of God to the Jew and to the Greek, to the 
wis#and to the unwise. ♦ 

We do not sympathize in the gloomy forebodings of some 
worthy theologians respecting an importation and wide diffusion 
in this country of German heresy. We have liad already suflS- 
cient introduction of it to abate tlie fascination of novelty ; and 
our British Christianity is still unpetrified by the Gorgon head, 
dreadful though it be. We have faith under God in two things ; 
our veneration for the Bible, and that experimental sense of tlie 
divinity of the Gospel system, which is uxe result of our living 
piety. It is by the latter of these inflnences chieflpr that Ger- 
many has begun to recover from the wounds of philosophy and 
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vulgar rationalism, — a reaction commenced but not completed by 
Scnleiermacher ; and now a returning veneration for Scripture 
is we trust perfecting the cure. Our country is unspeakably 
better provided with both of these safeguards ; and hence, with 
far less than the leaiTiing and intellectual panoply of Germany, 
we may expect to stand in the evil day. It is of immense im* 
portance, however, that our veneration for Scripture should bo 
enlightened, and that our impression of the self-evidencing power 
of Christianity should be quickened by just exhibitions of its 
pristine loveliness, strength, and grandeur. It is the rare merit 
of such works as those of Dr. Brown to accomplish these ends, 
and thus to strengthen the foundations of our national ortho- 
doxy. That theomgy alone is safe which is based on the Bible ; 
that Church alone is putting herself in a posture of defence 
against heresy, which returns to the Bible determined to stand 
or fall beneath its shadow. In /toe signo vinces. If a struggle 
with philosophical infidelity awaits us, our dogmatic systems, 
even those which like the Calvinism of Scotland, rank among 
the most just and philosophical, will avail us little ; and the com- 
bat must DO fought as it has been on the Continent on the field 
of the Gos]^ls and the Epistles. May we hope that the distin- 
guished author of these volumes, tliough he speaks with affecting 
tone of the close of his labours, and as one already hri yTipaoi 
ovB^, will not permit himself to claim a discharge from the 
office of girding up the loins of the Church for this contest, but 
will help us to prepare for it by a series of similar commentaries, 
which snail equally prove the Gospel its own witness. If not 
required for warfare, they may serve as well for peace. The de- 
fences of the Church in a revolutionary age become again, like 
tltp barricades of a great metropolis, the materials and ornaments 
of its daily life ; and never so easily as after the conflict which 
Truth has waged with Scripture-arms in her own defence, does 
the sword become a ploughshare and the spear a pruning-hook, 
when men loam war no more. 
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Akt. III . — The Physical Atlas — a Series of Maps and A’b/tv, 
illustrating the Geographical IHstrilmlion of Natural Phenomaw. 
By Alkxander Ki:ith Johnston, F.R.G.S., F.G.S., 
Geographer at Edinburgh in ordinary to Her Majesty ; Hon- 






Paris ; Editor of the National Atlas, &c. ; based on the Phy^ 
sikaliacher Atlas of Professor H. Berghaus, with the co-opei’a* 
tion, in their several departments, of Sir David Brewster, 
KJI., &c., Professors J. D. Forbes, Edwai’d Forbes, and 
J. P. Nichol, Dr. Ami Boue, G. R. Waterhouse, Esq,, d. 
Scott Bussell, Esq., and Dr. Gustav Kombst. Edinburgh, 
1848. 


The construction of an Atlas exhibiting to the eye in a series 
of maps the geographical distribution of the principal phenomena 
of Physical Geography, was first suggested by the illustrious 
Baron Alexander von Humboldt, whose profound and varied 
researches have contributed, more than those of any other indi- 
vidual, to the advancement of this interesting department of 
knowledge. Availing himself of this happy sujggestion, IV)- 
fessor Berghaus of Potsdam undertook, in 1827, the construction 
of a Physical Atlas, and, with the advice and assistance of Baron 
Humboldt, he produced a work of very great merit, which had 
an extensive circulation wherever the (icrinan language was 
known. In Great Britain, whdse ships of war and of commerce 
navigated every sea, and were exposed to all the hazards of wind 
and tide, and to all the convulsions of the elements, a work of 
this kind was pre-eminently wanted, and Mr. A. K. Johnston, 
Geographer to the Queen in Edinburgh, undertook to suj)ply 
the defect. His first idea was to republish the Atlas of Berghaus 
in an English dress ; and in order to ascertain how far such a 
work would receive encouragement from the public, ho in- 
serted, at the end of his National Atlas, four of Berghaus’s 
map^, namely, a map of the isothermal lines of Humboldt, — a map 
showing the distribution of the currents of air, — a map showing 
the distribution and cultivation of the most important plants 
used for the food of man, — a map of the mountain chains in Asia 
and Europe, and an ethnological map of Europe by Dr. Kombst. 
These five maps, which were described and explained in several 
sheets of letterpress, excited such an interest as to induce Mr. 
Johnston to undertake a complete Physical Atlas on a large scalct 
Having learned that Baron Humlioldt had expressed a desire 
to see an Ki^lish Physical Atlas executed in a st^le suited to the 
taste of the British public, and on a scale admitting of details of 
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physical phenomena which could not be introduced into the 
small maps of the German work, Mr. Johnston visited Germany 
in the summer of 1842, and made arrangements with Professor 
Berghaus for the publication of an English edition of his Physical 
Atlas, in conformity with the views of so competent a judge. 

In entering upon this Herculean task, involving a large out- 
lav of capital, Mr. Johnston has spared neither expense nor 
labour in giving to his Atlas the character of a new work, not 
merely by enlarging and improving the maps and letterpress, 
which were communicated to him by the Prussian Professor, but 
by engaging competent persons to supply materials for new maps, 
illustrating new departments of Physical Geography, and exhi- 
biting to the eye new phenomena, which had never previously 
been graphically represented. In this manner, he has succeeded 
in completing a new Physical Atlas, based on the previous work 
of Berghaus, which reflects honour upon Scotland, and is highly 
credit^Ie to his own talents and enterprise. 

It is scarcely necessary for us to point out the value and utility 
of such a work, or to recommend it to the especial patronage of 
our readers. In our Keview of Mrs. SomervIlle^s Physical 
Geography,” we have afforded them the means of estimating the 
importance of this branch of knowledge, and those who have 
neither patience nor leisure to read and study the interesting de- 
tails which that work contains, may acquire a general knowledgo 
of them by the more inspection of the maps in which they are 
graphically exhibited. Tlie eye thus becomes our instructor. It 
communicates knowledge without any mental effort. It exhibits 
to us individual facts which, without the exercise of memory, 
every fresh glance will fix more and more in our mind ; and it 
comibines them all together in one vivid panorama, embodying 
principles and laws which, without laborious study, could not 
otherwise become portions of our knowledge. In this manner 
the ignorant may become wise, almost against their will, — the in- 
dolent may be allured to habits of study by the aiaht of truths 
which may perchance please or interest them ; — and the intellec- 
tually idle, who seldom open a book, or open it but for amuse- 
ment, may receive in their manhood, or even in their old age, 
some impression of those wonderful arrangements of Divine 
wisdom which may lead them to the knowledge of truths that 
still more nearly concern them. 

The Physical Atlas enibraces four classes of phenomena, 
namely, Geology, Hydrography, Meteorology, and Na- 
tural History. 

I. The Geohmml division contains tmi maps, and thiity-four 
(flosdy printed Mo pages of descriptive and explanatory letter- 
press, ^ 
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In one of these maps is exhibited the Geological structure of 
the Glohe^ according to Dr. Ami Bone, who submitted it to tho^ 
reunion of the Savans at Gratz in September 1344. The map, 
as now published, contains the corrections and additions made 
by its author up to September 1846. On the same map there is 
exhibited separately Elie de Beaumont’s chart of the elevation 
of mountains,* and a very interesting delineation of the principal 
mountains of the globe, arranged according to geographical longi- 
tude, with their etevations and latitudes annexed. In the principal 
map, revised afresh by Dr. Bou6,” he has indicated by different 
colours the distribution and arrangement of six grand formations 
or groups of rocks, including in each formation a long series of pro- 
ducts or changes, connectea by artificial if not natural relations.” 

1. The crystalline schistus formation, comprehending all the 
granitoid rocks. 

2. The primary stratifications, or the transition series, includ- 
ing the carboniferous formation. 

3. The secondary formation, extending from the close of the 
carboniferous series to the close of the cretaceous. 

4. The tertiary formation. 

5. The alluvial or modem detritus. 

6. Volcanoes ; — igneous rocks of the tertiary and alluvial 
epochs ; and some extra-European por]:)hyries and diorites. 

The eight folio pages of letterpress, descriptive of this map, 
have been drawn up ny Professor Nichol, and embrace explana- 
tions of the map itself, explanations of the elevation of mountains, 
and of the contemporaneity of parallel chains, together with theo- 
retical considerations relative to the elevation of mountains. The 
details which they contain are of a highly popular and interesting 
nature, and cannot fail to be acceptable to tnc general reader. 

In the Palaeontological map of the British Isles, occupying two 
separate sheets, and beautifully coloured, the author has exhibited 
the geology of Britain, which, from its varied nature, has been 
regarded as a type of the geology of the earth. The geology of 
Britain presents almost all the rocks characteristic of the succes- 
sive geological epochs ; and from its having been more minutely 
investigated than that of any other equal portion of the earth’s 
surface, the nomenclature of descriptive geognosy is, to a great 
extent, constituted out of terms locally applied in Great Bntain. 
The descriptive letterpress of this valuanle map has been ably 
drawn up by Professor Edward Forbes. It contains an extensive 
account of the fossiliferous formations in the British islands, and 
their relations to those of other countries, together with a system- 

* This ehart, or ratlier the researehes iviiidi it ilhistrates, has been ful)^ 
scribed in this Journal^ yoi vi., pp. 249-254. 
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atic outline of the distribution and development of the various 
♦classes of organized being during the successive geological periods. 

The plan of the map differs essentially from that of any pub- 
lished geological map of Great Britain and Ireland, The names 
of places on the map are important geological localities. Places 
very productive in fossils arc marked with asterisks, or signs in- 
dicating the nature of the organic remains. The more remai'k- 
able phenomena of the distribution of life during the pleistoscenc 
or glacial epoch, are indicated in the places where they occur. 
Lines showing the different zones of depth are traced round the 
coast. Figures of the most remarkable fossils, especially those 
of vertebrate animals, are engraven on the upper margin of the 
map, and types of the groups of Ammonites on the lower margin ; 
— and the whole map is elucidated by extensive tables in the let- 
terpress, and by notes upon the maps tliemselvcs. 

In other two maps, exhibiting the phenomena of volcanic ac- 
tion, and comparative views of remarkable geological phenomena, 
with their description, we find a mass of interesting information, 
which we sliould seek for in vain in any published work. The 
first of these maps exhibits the regions of earthquakes, and the 
distribution of active and extinct volcanoes, and the letterpress 
contains extensive tables of volcanoes, and notes on the rising 
and sinking of continents, &c. The second^ with its letterpress, 
represents and describes the island of Teneriffe, the volcanoes of 
Pichincha and Antisana, the craters and sections of Vesuvius and 
the singular coral island of South Keeling,* a plan and 
view of Graham’s Island, a plan of Arthur’s Scat, and other in- 
teresting objects. 

In connexion with the geological structure of the carth,t Mr. 
Johnston has given an interesting map, entitled Illustrations of 
the glacier systems of the Alps, and of glacial phenomena in 
general, from the suiwcys and sketches of Ih’ofessor Forbes, and 
the maps of llayinond and Wiess,” including a map of the limits 
of the erratic deposit of the valley of the Rhone, by Charpentier 
and in explanation of this map w^e have a valuable chapter (»f 
letterpress by Professor Forbes, embracing an account of his 
own ingenious theory of the motion of glaciers. 

The other three maps in the Geological department represent 
the mountain chains of Asia^ and Europe, and also those of 
North and South America ; and in a sepai^ate map we have ex- 
hibited the mountain systems of Europe from the drawings of 
Berghaus, constructed on the ingenious plan of contour lines, 


* See this Jovtrml^ vo). vi. p. 247. 
t See thie vol. i. pp. SI-S4. 

$ See our Keview of Humopldt's Centntl Asia, vol. v. p. 454. 
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each of which represents an elevation of 1000 feet. The inaj> of 
the European and Asiatic chains contains likewise a geological 
map of Java, a map of the volcanic kingdom of Luzon, and also 
a representation of the upheaving of the island of Reguain, and 
is accompanied with explanatory notes, and with Baron Hum* 
boldt’s essay on the mean height of continents.* 

II. The llndrograpldcal department of the Physical Atlas, or 
that whicli relates to the waters of the globe, contains $eten maps 
and sixteen folio pages of letterpress. 

Tliree of these maps, or physical charts of the Atlantic, Indian 
and Pacific Oceans, are full of the most interesting details. That 
of the Atlantic shows the form and direction of its ocean cur- 
rents, — the distribution of heat at its surface, — its fucus banks, — 
the appearances of volcanic eruptions, — its icebergs and doubtful 
islands, and all the tracks of ships from Europe to North and 
South America and backwards. The section of the letterpress, 
entitled, ‘‘ Lwe and Steam PackH Navigations^ contains some 
curious facts which cannot fail to interest the reader. 

1(1 the Line Packet Navigation from Liverpool to New York, 
the average length of passage along the different lines was 33J, 
yo^, and 35 days ; the longest being 48, and the shortest 2 days, 
while from New York to Liverpool the lines were 20^, 24, 
and 22i, the longest being 3(5, and the shortest 17 days. 

In the Hteam Ship Navigation, from different Englidi poits to 
New York, the following were the lengths in days of the out- 
ward and homeward voyages : — 

Outward. Homeward. 1 




j 

i 


Longe»t. ShortcBt. Averuge. Longviit., Shortest. lAveragc.! 


( I real Western fi’om Bristol, I 21-^ 13 IG ' ir» .12 j ly*) 

llioyal William ... Liverpool,' 214 ' 184 174 ‘ 144 15 J 

|ljiverf>ool ... Liverpool,! 18| I IG \ \1 | 174 . 

iBrUi^Queeii ...Portsmouth! 20| '14 i 17| 224 ! 134 


The comparative safety of Steam Navigation is well exhibited 
in the following interesting details furnished by Mr. liedfield of 
New York, and relating to the voyages of steamers connected 
w itli the port of that city : — 


reriodsofS Years. 

' • 4 

Miles j No. of 1 o J 
Navigated. ' Paaseitgors. 13 f 



3 

Prq>ortion of 
lives lost to No. 
of Passengers. 

Ending3lBtDec. 1824, 

2,827,7501 4,796,000112 

38 

lin ]2G,211 

... ,, Bee. 1833, 

4,216,2001 9,419,700 ! 5i 
5,467,450 1 15,886,300 1 2 

162 

lin 151,031 
lin 1 , 065,737 

,, Dec«1838, 

1 8 


* See our Review of Uuml>oid(*3 Central Asia, vol.-v. p. 

\OL. IX. hV. XVlll. 2 tt 
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The average number of miles to each explosion was, for the 1st 
period, 235,646 when the pressure of steam was 7 inches; for 
the 2d, 843,246 when the pressure of steam was 14 inches ; and 
for the third period, 2,733,725 when the pressure of steam wm 
18 inches. Hence it follows from the average results in this 
table, that during even the first period of j^ve years after the 
navigation was thrown open to public competition, such a degree 
of safety was attained for passengers by steam^ that the number 
of accidents was only 1 for 20,000 trips or passages ; and that 
the average loss of life was only 1 out of 126,000 passengers that 
wore exposed ; while in the last period only one life was lost out 
nearly two millions of passengm^s ! 

The Physical chart of the Indian Ocean exhibits the temnera- 
re of the sea, the currents of the air and ocean, the nortlieni, 
uthem, and eastern limits of the typhoons, the trade winds and 
e monsoons; the districts. and movements of the most impor- 
tant revolving hurricanes, and the trade routes round the Cape 
to India and China, with the principal routes of navigators, and 
of vessels employed in tra<le. 

In the letterpress descriptive of this map, wo find the follow- 
it^ interesting information respecting the Mail Packet Steam 
Negation on the Indian Ocean : — 


Nautical 

Miles. 


Avei'age 
No. of 
Days. 


lx)ndon to Marseilles via Paris, . . • G4 G 

Maraeilles to Malta by the Post Ofitce I’ackets, GGO 
Malta to Alexandria, . « . • ^i5G 

Alexandria to Suez, (including stoppages,) . 21 G 

Suez to Aden, (2 days’ detention included,) . 1350 

Aden to Bombay, 1G50 


5 

4 

4 

3 

8 

10 


Loudon to Bombay, . . 5378 34 


The distance firom Southampton to Bombay by Egypt is 6254 
miles; the average time is irom 2 to 8 days longer than by the 
mail route. The route to India by Trieste is 300 miles sHortor 
than that by Marseilles, with the advantage of several hundred 
mUes of railway. 

The following are the distances to Madras and Calcutta 


D»yB. 

Soathampton to Aden, .... 4604 24 

Adoa to P.de&aUe, (2 d« 7 a* detention iaduded,) 2U0 11^ 

P. de €biBe to Maefaras, . . . . S40 .8 

Idadtla to OaioHtta, . . . . ' . yw 4 


Soutbampton to Calicutta, 8024 4^^ 
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Nmiiioal 

Hileflk 


Averafft 

No.o? 

0iky8. 


Suulliainplon to P, de Gallc^ 
P. dc Giillc to Pulo-Pcnang, 
l^ulo-Penang to Singapore, . 
Singapore to Hong Kong, 


6754 S54 

1200 7 
380 2\ 

1440 10 


0774 55 


In reference to the Steam Packet route to Intlia by the Capo 
of Good IIofHj, our author observes : — 


“ That the route by the Cape olfors many advantages peculiar tOj 
itself, among which may be specified the freedom from interruption bjf^ 
pestilence or political change, and the direct benefit that will thereby' 
be conferred on the Colonies, on the West Coast of Africa, the Cape, 
and the Mauritius. And it appears that by this route passengers and 
letters may reach the Presidencies of Calcutta and Madras nearly as 
soon as by the other, letters by the llhidostan direct from England 
(Avithout stoppages) having arrived at the former place in 30, and at 
the latter place in 45 days. The distance from Falmouth to Calcutta 
by the Cape is calculated at 11,250 miles, and it is expected that the 
voyage, including stoppages, will ho performed in from 60 to 65 days. 
The average passage of the fastest sailing ships between England and 
Calcutta, is, according to Mr. Little’s analysis, between 95 and 100 



The Physical chart of the Pacific Ocean, with its descriptive 
letterpress, contains the same interesting details as that of the 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans, and exhibits the nine different cur- 
rents whicli flow through that mighty extent of waters^ The 
description of the first "of these currents, called the Peruvian"' 
coast, or Humboldt’s current, which jsometimes runs 18 miles 
in 24 hours, is described from a manusmpt memoir on tlie 
subject, communicated by Baron Humboldt, the discoverer of its 
thermic properties. Tlie great Equatorial current, which flows 
from the Antarctic ocean to the coast of America, and then turns 
in the 20th degree of south latitude back into the Equatorial 
regtoti, moves westerly over a space of 50®. The other seven 
currents are, the Mexican coast current, Fleurieu’s whirlpool, the 
Carolinian Monsoon current, the Pcnschink current, the North 
Equatorial Counter Current, the ship MentoFs .Counter Drift, 
and Admiral Rossel’s Drift. The greatest oecan temperature of 
the Pacific is 84® 76'. 

The tidal chart of the British seas, by John Scott Russell, 
Esq,, showing the progress of the wave of high water through 
the Englisli and Insh channels and round the Bntwk 
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is a very iiitcrcstiiiji' ma^>. A tidal chart of the whole globc^ on 
a smaller scale, is given iii the letterpress. 

These four majjs, with the meteorological 'one, exhibiting the 
currents of air, have been bound up separately for the convenience 
of mariners. They have received the approbation of the Lords of 
the Admiralty, and having been ordered by them for use in the 
Itoyal Naval College, Portsmouth, we cannot doubt their imme- 
diate adoption by every vessel in the merchant service. 

The two remaining hydrographical ma])s represent the river 
systems of Europe, Asia, and America. The river basins are 
divided by lines, and the declivities of the countries are so coloured 
as to show the diflerent seas and basins into which they deliver 
Jtheir waters. In our last Number,* we liave already given a 
tabular view of the most important river systems taken from the 
letteraress of these maps. 

111. The Meteorological department of the PJiysical Atlas, or 
that which relates to the phenomena of the atmosphere, contains 
fire ma])s, and 10 folio pages of letterpress. 

TJie first of these is a map of what is called the isothermal Utm 
or euroes^ showing the distribution of heat over the globe, and 
exhibiting also the curves t of ccpial barometric pressure, a sub- 
ject uj)on which much light has been recently thrown. 

In another map is exhibited the geogi*ai)hical distribution of 
the currents of air, defining by colours the regions of the globe 
within which the constant or trade winds, and the, ])eriodical 
winds or monsoons, and local winds, prevail, "i’lie regions visiteil 
by hurricanes in the West Indies and in the Indian Ocean, and 
the Typhoon districts of the China sea, are also indicated, and 
in th^escriptivc letterpress are given notes and tables exjdana- 
€or)r of the w lmle subject of aerial currents. 

lue third and fourth maps of this department arellyctographic, 
or rain maps of the w'orld and of Europe, which display by dif- 
ferent degrees of shading the distribution of rain OA'er the earth, 
the zone which bounds the fall of periodical rains, the desert re- 
gions on which no rain falls, and tlie equatorial limits of the fall 
of snow. Ill the rain map of Eurojie and in the descriptive 
letterpress, the different phenomena of rain and snow are more 
minutely uctailed.:|: 

Tho last man of this department is one altogether new, ex- 
hibiting the polarising structure of tho atmosphere. It has been 
constructed % Sir David Brewster, from his own observations on 
tho polarisation of the sky, carried on for four successive years at 

* Sec tlii9 Journal^ vol. ix. pp. ]78'18U. 

f curves have been fully explained in this Jounmt^ vol. v. p. 235. 

$ See this Joavnalf vol. iv. p. 250. 


Polxrimtion of the — Natural History Maps. 367 

St. Andrews. The lines or cfurves of equal polarisation repro- 
sented in these maps are related to what are called neutral pointSf 
or poles of no-polarisation. The neutral point most easily seen 
is situated about 18^® above the point of the sky directly oppo- 
site to the sun. It was discovered by M. Arago, and at St. An- 
drews, it is above the horizon all the day from the middle of No- 
vember till the end of January, never rising in the rest of the 
year till the sun is witliin 11® or 12® of the horizon, and never 
setting till the sun is 11® or 12® above the horizon* A secondary 
neutral point, accompanying this neutral point, was discovered 
by Sir David Brewster. Another neutral point, about 18^® 
above the sun, was discovered by M. Babinet, and is of course 
always visible wheif the sun is seen, though sometimes within the , 
arctic circle when the sun is not seen. A third neutral PoinU 
and one very difficult to be seen, was discovered by Sir Daviii 
Brewster in 1841. It is situated about 12® or 13® at an average 
beneath the sun. When the sun is in the zenith, this neutral 
point, and that of M. Babinet, coincide in the sun’s centre*. 
After treating in the letterpress of these tliree neutral points, 
and of the secondary neutral point, the author discusses in 
three sections the subject of the maximum ])olarisation of the 
sky, and the form of the lines of equal ])olarisation, which are 
lemniscates, and of the construction of the man. 

IV. The Natural History department of the Physical Atlas, 
contains nine maps and thirty-three folio pages of letterpmss, 
illustrative of the geographical distribution of plants, animals, 
and the diffei'ent races of men. 

The map presents to us two separate charts, in one of 
which the globe is divided into twenty-five regions, each of which 
is inhabited by different classes of jdants, according to Hum- 
boldt and Schouw, while in the others are given the profiles of 
the great mountain chains in five different zones, showing the 
distribution of plants in a perpendicular direction. 

The second map exhibits the distribution and cultivation of 
the most important plants which are used as food for man, in- 
cluding the sugar-cane, the tea and coffee plants, and spices ; 
and in the letterpress we have a description of the species u hich 
have their origin in the old vrorld, and also those which have 
their origin in the new world. On this map the author has in- 
scribed the curves of eoual summer and of ^qual winter temper- 
ature, to which Humboldt has given the names of Isotheral and 
Isocheimal lines. 

The five maps which exhibit the ^ographical distribution of 
mammiferous animals, of the orders Quodrumana and caniivor- 
ous animals, of animals of the orders Rodentia and Ruminantia, 
of birds and reptiles, convey to us much curious information 
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reacting their predominance in different remons of the j^lobe, 
as indicated by the number of species, — eadi class of animals 
having its appropriate climate suitable for their full development. 
The perpendicular distribution of many of these animals is also 
given, and the margins of the maps are occupied with fine en- 
gravings of the more interesting species. The copious letter- 
press which illustrates these maps, abounds in the most interest- 
ing zoological details, and cannot fail to gratify eveiy general 
reader. 

The tioo Ethnographic maps, i*epresenting the distribution 
of different races of men in Europe and in the British Islands, 
present us with many curious and instructive details respecting 
tlie physical, moral, and intellectual condition of our 81)00108."^ 

Although we have thus endeavoured to give our readers a 
general idea of the valuable contents of the Physical Atlas, yet 
we ai ?6 pei'Suaded that it is only by an examination and study of 
the worK itself, that they can form anything like an accurate 
estimate of the amount of instruction and even amusement which 
it affords. In public libraries and reading-rooms the Ph3^sical 
Atlas will be of inestimable value, and in our public, and even 
private schools, the teacher can scarcely perform his duties to the 
youth under his charge, unless lie gives them tlie advantage of 
studying the })henomena of the material universe through the 
medium of their graphic representation. 

Ho who studies the phenomena of nature and their pliysical 
laws, as deduced from observation, by means of graphic delinea- 
tions, is somewhat in the tlireefbld position — of the mariner who 
circumnavigates the globe, running into its estuaries and har- 
l)Ours, driven bjy its gales, and drifted by its cun'ents ; — of tho 
traveller climbing its mountains, threading its forests, gazing 
overjts deserts, now in dread of the savage, now of the brute ; 
— and of the aeronaut floating in his magical balloon, surveying 
the aerial domains, taking* a bird’s eye view of his terraqueous 
footstool, and occasionally descending in his parachute, to sound 
the depths of the gaseous ocean, and ponder on tlie wonders over 
which he has passed. He occupies, moreover, the position of the 
])hiIosoi)her, for ho sees at one glance the combined results ob- 
tained by all tho navigators and travellers that have surveyed 
the scenes he has been contemplating, and by all tlie sages wlio 
have I'educed and gencralizeu their observations. In such a 
survey of nature, clouds and vapours disperse in order to shew 
him the loftiest mountains with their roofs of snow, and tbeir 


^ See this vol. \x. p. 182. 
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mouths of fire. The ocean becomes calm and transparent to 
display its mysterious depths — its coral palaces and its leviathan 
kings \ and the opaque earth itself throws off its verdant dra- 
peiy, and cpts^even its epidermis of clay, to exhibit its gigantic 
osteology — its heart of granite — its limbs of basalE^and its abdo- 
minal stores of mineral wealth, held in bond for man. 

By devoting, therefore, a sin^e hour to the contemplation of 
our globe in the diorama of a ^Physical Atlas, the student will 
witness the grandeur of the tenement in which he dwells, and 
will not fail to appreciate the beautiful conception of Humboldt, 
when ho speaks of the ^^Life of the Earth” He sees the 
mighty ocean in peaceful slumber upon its shores. The doily 
tide rolls over its breast. Currents hot and cold circulate 
through the aqueous mass, now rising and falling, now advan- , 
cing and receding, now uniting and contending. The sunbeam ' 
lifts its waters in wreaths of vapour — the whinwind sucks them 
upward into waterspouts. Here is its surface, variegated with 
vegetable life, growing and dying among its waves, ^ — there it 
swarms witli animalculae, marking the ship’s path with their 
phosphoric light; — and elsewhere it is ploughed by the jwlar 
icebergs — ^freighted with mineral, vegetable, and even animal 
existence, lie looks at the earth, wim its upheaved mountain 
chains — its erupted lavas and its rising plains — its disintegrating 
rocks, returning to their elements — and its thousand rills caity- 
ing back to the ocean the spoils which the ocean gave* lie 
looks at the azure vault, now black with tempest, now rod with 
the li^tning’s glare, now raging with the hurricane, now rattling 
with the thunder. He looks at Nature’s bounties, scattered 
about in profuse supply, springing and flowering and decaying 
around him. He looks at life in its mortal and most restless 
phase — at the rational and irrational tyrants — possessing all— dis- 
turbing all — devouring all ; and looking thus at the j)icture of 
Nature, all is "alive — all in commotion — matter convulsed and 
agitated — mind hoping — fearing — trembling; while the Great 
Globe itself^ thus instinct with ufe and motion, is the only ob- 
ject in the universe that seems in absolute repose. 


* See this Jotimal, vol. iv. p. 248. 
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Art. IV . — Memoirs of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton^ BarU 
By his Son. London. 

This is a thoroughly good book — good in every sense of the 
word. There are many things whicn conspire to make it so. It 
IS well and judiciously written. It contains the life of a man of 
great talents, great energy and ceaseless activity, who devoted 
himself with enthusiastic zeal to the most interesting and en- 
nobling pursuits that can occupy the human mind. He was a 
successful competitor with the foremost men of his age on what 
he himself justly called the greatest arena that ever existed.’* 
He brought to that arena none of the arts by wdiich politicians 

g enerally rise to eminence. He entered it, praying that he might 
e preserved from the snares that surrounded him, from the 
]X)wer of personal motives, from interest or passion, prejudice or 
ambition.” His prayer was answered; he kept himself pure, 
guided in his arduous course by truth and integrity, labouring 
with a rare singleness of heart ror the glory of God and the good 
of man. He was the chief instrument in winning one of the 
greatest victories for humanity which history has recorded, and 
to its achievement he devoted an amount of labour seldom paral- 
leled. Yet so well regulated, so admirably balanced was his 
mind, that all the duties which devolved upon him as a member 
of society — as a brother, a husband, a father, an employer, a 
neighbour, were fulfilled with exemplary propriety, with a care- 
ful attention to the wants and feelings of others, and a sympathy 
in their concerns, which made him the object of universal esteem 
and of the strongest affection. We have here the Christian 
citizen and the Christian statesman combined in a manner so 
attractive as to make this book one of the very best a father can 
put into the hands of his son whom he wishes to be distinguished 
as the benefactor of mankind, while doing at the same time what 
is best for himself and his family. 

It is instructive to mark the elements and influences which 
contributed to the formation of such a character. We can dis- 
cern them in his childhood ; for here, as in many other cases, the 
remark holds good — the boy is the father of the man.” And 
the character of the boy, as has so often happened in the case of 
eminent men, was greatly influenced by the character of his 
mother. 

Thomas Fowell Buxton, the subject of this memoir, was bom 
on the first of April 1786, at Castle Hedingham. His father 
was descended from an honourable family, and was High Sneriff 
of the county of Essex. Being of a gentle and kinc^ dispose 
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tion, devoted to field sports, and given to liberal liosnitality, he 
was highly popular in his neighbourhood. He died at Earls’ 
Colne in 1792, leaving his widow with three sons and two 
daughters, the eldest, Thomas Fowell, being at tliat time but 
six years old. 

Mrs. Buxton’s character has been thus briefly described by 
lier son : — “ My mother,” }\e gays, was a woman of a very 
vigorous mind, and possessing many of the generous virtues in a 
very high degree. She was large-minded about everything — 
disinterested almost to an excess, careless of difficulty, labour, 
<langer or expense, in the prosecution of any great object. With 
these nobler qualities were united some of the imperfections 
which belong to that species of ardent and resolute character.” 

She belonged to the Society of Friends; but her husband 
being a member of the Church of England, the children were 
all baptized in infancy, nor did she strive to alienate them from 
that communion. She was more anxious to give them a deep 
regard for the Holy Scriptures, and a lofty moral standard, than 
to quicken their zeal about the distinctive differences of religious 
opinion.” While maintaining an absolute authority over her 
cnildren she was not always threatening to enforce it. Iliero 
was in her system of education little indulgence, but much li- 
berty. She early left them to their own jiKlgment, and encour- 
aged them to form the invaluable habit of self-govemment, so 
necessary to strength of character, and so rarely acquired if ne- 
glected in youth. Her eldest son was allowed to assume almost 
the position of a master in the house. One who knew him well 
when a boy said of him — He never was a child ; he was a 
man when in petticoats.” 

No doubt this precocious manhood was calculated to inspire 
wilfulness ; and he described himself in more than one of his 
papers as having been in his boyhood of a daring, violent, do- 
mineering temper.” But this aid not trouble his strong-minded 
mother : — Never mind,” she would say, “he is self-willed now', 
you w’ill sec it turn out well in the end.” 

Long afterwards, when actively employed in London, her son 
wTote to her : — I constantly feel, especially in action and exer- 
tion for 011101*3, the effects of principles early implanted by you 
in my mind.” She treated him as an equal, and led him to fonn 
and express his opinions without reserve. Hence his habitual 
decision, and his custom of thinking and acting for himself.— 
Those parents who dictate to their children in every trifle, and 
allow them to have no mind or will of their own, are little aware 
that tliey are thus destroying the foundation of stability of 
character and success in life. 

Mr. Buxton acknowledged himself much indebted to a man in 
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humble life, Abraham Plaiston, the gamekeeper. He was en- 
tirely illiterate, but his memory was well stored with various 
rustic knowledge. He had much natural good sense, an inex- 
haustible flow of mother-wit, integrity and courage of the first 
order, and a strong love of truth. 

He always/’ says Mr. Buxton, held up the highest standard of 
integrity, and filled our youthful %iinds with sentiments as pure as 
could be found in the writings of Seneca or Cicero. Such was my 
first instructor, and, I may add, my best; for I think I have profited 
more by the recollection of his remarks and admonitions than by the 
more learned and elaborate discourses of all my other tutors. He 
was our playfellow and tutor ; he rode with us, fished with us, shot 
wdth us upon all occasions.” 

Mr. Buxton was not very fortunate in his early scholastic tutors. 
At the age of only four and a half years, he was sent to a school 
at Kingston, where he suffered severely from ill-treatment, and 
the want of sufficient food ! He was then removed to the school 
of Dr. Charles Burney at Greenwich. There he found a kind 
master, but hardly a judicious” one, if we may judge from the 
custom of compelling the boys to learn the collect, epistle, and 
gospel as a punishment.” — The association of the Word of God 
and prayer with punishment, was not the best mode of making 
the youthful niihd love either the one or the other. 

At the age of fifteen, after spending eight years at Dr. Burney’s 
without any great advances in learning, lie persuaded his mother 
to allow him to reside at home, where he remained for many 
months, devoting his time chiefly to sporting, desultory reading, 
and rambles in the country. At this time, the boyish roughness 
of his maimers exposed him to annoying ridicule. This might 
have driven him to low company, to the companionship of the 
stable, the animalism of his nature might have become predomi- 
nant — and in that case the Itest tiling that might be written on 
his tomb would be, that he was a kind-hearted country gentle- 
man, and an enthusiastic sportsman, familiar with the genealogy 
and merits of horses and dogs. 

“ It was, indeed,” says bis biographer, a critical time for his cha- 
racter ; but tlie germ of nobler qualities lay below— a genial influence 
was alone wanting to develop it ; and through the kindness of Pro- 
vidence, as he used emphatically to acknowledge, that influence was 
at hand. Before this period, he had become acquainted with John 
the eldest son of Mr. Gurney, of Earlham Hall, near Norwich^ with 
whose family his own was distantly connected ; and in the autumn 
of 1801 , he paid his friend a visit at his fether’s house.” 

This was the turning point in his destiny. He found here a 
family circle possessing the charms of intellect and goodness in 
to ex^ordinary degree, which fascinated^ assimilated, and en- 
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noUed all congenial minds that came within the sphere of its 
influence — an influence which has been widely extended^ which 
has in fact reached to the ends of the earth, and is felt now, and 
will be felt to the end of time, in the freedom and happiness of 
distant tribes of mankind. Mr. Gurney had then been several 
years a widower, and his family consisted of eleven children, 
seven girls and four boys. *Mr. Fowell Buxton was then in his 
1 6th year, and was 

“ charmed with the lively and kindly spirit which pervaded tlio 
whole party, while he was surprised at finding them all, even the 
youngest portion of the family, zealously occupied in self-education, 
and full of energy in every pursuit, whether of amusement or of know- 
ledge. They received him as one of themselves, easily appreciating 
his masterly, though still uncultivated mind ; while on his side their 
cordial and encouraging welcome seemed to draw out all his latent 
powers, lie at once joined with them in reading and study, and from 
this visit may be dated a remarkable change in the whole tone of his 
character ; he received a stimulus, not merely in the acquisition of 
knowledge, but in the formation of studious habits and intellectual 
tastes ; nor could the same influence fail of extending to the refine- 
ment of liis disposition and manners.” — F. 9. 

How many gifted youths are lost for w^aiit of the inestimable 
advantages of such society — of the purifying and preserving in- 
fluence of stich a holy and happy home ! — Who will not concur 
in Mr. Buxton’s own reflections upon the subject ? 

I know no blessing of a temporal nature (and it is not only tem- 
j)oral) for which I ought to render so many thanks, as my connexion 
with the Karlham family. It has given a colour to my life. 'J'liey 
were eager for improvement — I caught the infection. I was resolved 
to please them ; and in the College of Dublin, at a distance from nil 
my friends and nil control, their influence, and the desire to please 
them, kept me hard at my books, and sweetened the toil tliey gave, 
llie distinctions 1 gained at College, (little valuable as distinctions - 
but valuable because habits of industry, perseverance, and reflection 
were necessary to obtain tljem,) these Imyish distinctions were exclu- 
sively the result of the animating imssion in my mind, to carry hack 
to them the prizes w’hich they prompted and enabled me to win ” — 
P. 13. 

As there jvere reasons for expecting that her son would in- 
herit considerable property in Ireland,^ Mrs. Buxton deemed it 
advisable that he should finish his education in Dublin ; and 
accordingly, in the winter of 1802, he was placed in the family 
of Mr. Moore, ofJDonnybrook, who prepared pupils for the Uni- 
versity. There he describes himself as studying morning, noon, 
and night. He gave up desultoiy reading, never looked into a 
novel or a new^spaper. He bad the libe^ of going he 
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pleased to a capital shootinc-place ; he only went twice during 
the five years he was in Irdand, I had,” he says in a letter 
to his son, been a boy fond of pleasure and idleness, reading 
books of unprofitable entertainment — I became speedily a youth 
of steady habits of application and irresistible resolution.” 

In October 1808, he entered the Dublin University as a Fel- 
low Commoner. So successfully had he prosecuted his studies, 
that he obtained the second place at the entrance examination, 
and at the next he got the premium ; and he exulted in the fact 
that he was the first Englishman that had been so honoured. 
Soon after he won the Certificate from “ tremendous antago- 
nists,” among whom ^’as Mr. John Uen^ North, afterwards 
distinguished at the Irish Bar and in the House of Commons. 
Mr. Buxton, who formed a friendship for him that lasted through 
life, described him as a man of cheerful temper, elegant taste, 
and captivating manners. He was a Conservative, and fell a 
victim to his exertions in Parliament to prevent the ])assing of 
the Reform Bill. In 1805, he and his friend North became 
members of the Historical Society,” an institution connected 
with the University, in which the most exciting public questions 
were then seriously debated, and in which PlunJcet, Bushe, and 
other distinguished men cultivated the art of public speaking. 
Here Mr. Buxton succeeded so w^ell, that he not only caiTied off 
several premiums, but the Silver Medal of the Society was 
awarded him. At College nothing but good fortune attended 
him. Ilis industry and pcrseverjince enabled him to win every 
prize for which he contended. He got the Certificate, and 
“ VaVle in Omnibus,” 

All this he ascribed to his Earlham visit and nothing else, 
and especially to one member of that happy circle, to whom he 
was engaged. At her feet he laid his tliirteen premiums, and 
the gold medal, the highest honour of Trinity College, together 
with four silver medals from the Historical Society. 

In the spring of 1807, when he had taken out his degree, he 
received the highest possible proof of esteem from his fellow- 
students. He was invited to represent the University in Par- 
liament. This honour he declined, for reasons which are tluis 
stated by himself : — 

“ On May 13, 1807, 1 obtained the object of my long attachment, 
[Hannah, fifth daughter of Mr. Gurney,] having rafused, in conse- 
quence of the prospect of this mandago, a ma<%t honourable token of 
the esteem of the University of Dublin. The prospect was indeed 
fiattering to youthful ambition— to become a metier of Parliament, 
and my constituents men of thought and education, and honour and 
principle— my companions, my competitors— those who had known 
me and obsen'cd me for years.” 
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fields^ to whose preaching he attributed his first real acquaint*- 
ance with the doctrines of Christianity. He himself says — It 
was much, and that of vast moment, that 1 liere learned from 
Mr. Pratt.” He wrote to that excellent clergyman thirty yeara 
afterwards — “ Whatever I have done in my life for Africa, the 
seeds of it were sown in mjr heart in Wheeler Street Chapel.” 

Those seeds found in his mind a congenial soil. His strong 
love of trutli, his spsceptibility, his conscientiousness, liis in- 
tegrity, liis dislike, of show and pomp, and empty forms, his de- 
cided turn for the oulL'^^an.tial, the practical, and the useful, his 
^hole-hearted devotion to wha^^^ver cause he took up, and his 
j)ower of vividly realizing the grand “'»Hults of present labour 
in the distant future, all gave assurance u* ^ neither the “ way- 
side,” nor the stony ground,” nor the ground overrun with 
briers and weeds, would furnish a fit emblem of his heart — but 
rather the good ground where truth brought forth a hundred-* 
fold. A\^e are everywhere struck in these memoirs with the 
deeply religious feeling, the strong faith and fervent in‘a 3 'erful- 
ness, which animated him in all bis public labours. Whatever 
he did, he did eaimestly as unto God. He acted throughout on 
his own motto — “ Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it 
with thy might.” A portion of another text expresses his habit 
of coiwentniting liis energies on one object — bringing tliem with 
burning power to a focus — This one iliimj I doP But when 
this one thing was done, he was ready to take up another, anti 
])ursuc it with an all-absorbing zeal till it was finished. And 
then he was prompt, with the humility of a child, to ascribe all 
the glory to God ; and to give more than the due share of hon- 
our to his fellow-labourers. 


Let the reader who never saw Mr. Biixton imagine these 
})rinciples — this noble character — embodied in a cominandiug 
person, [he was six feet four inches in height, with a powerful 
frame, and bi*oad chest,] with a benevolent and highly intel- 
lectual expression of countenance, a full-toned voice, a manly 
and playful elotjuence, canying away wdth its current of earnest 
thought the most fastidious of audiences, and he will have be- 
fore him the illustrious Emancipator of the Ne^oes. 

In November 1816, Mr. Buxton made his first speech in 
public, in behalf of the Spitalfields weavers, who were then in 
great distress. It was at a meeting in the Mansion House. 
The statistics of misery, and the forcible ap{)eals which it con- 
tained, produQed a great impression. By this one meeting at 
the Mansion says we B^rt of the Spitalfields Itoe- 

vplent Society, **£43,369 were raised ” The Prince of Wales 
was so pleased with the s)>irit of the meeting, that he sent^££W0. 
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Mr. Buxton’s expectations in regard to the Irish property 
were disappointed, and he found that his fortunes must depend 
on his own exertions. After deliberate consideration, lie relin- 
quished the idea of following the profession of the law, and en- 
tered into negotiations in different quarters, with a view to 
establishing himself in business. In after life, when referring 
to this penod, he said — I longed for any employment that 
would produce me a hundred a-year, if I Jiad to work twelve 
hours o-day for it.” 

After a year spent in anxiety, he w «»3 offered a situation in 
Truman’s Brewery, with the ',VxOspect of becoming a partner 
after three years’ probe^' -.i.' This offer he joyfully accepted, and 
devoted himself with’ great ardour to his new occupation. At 
the close of tlie year he sut!ceeded Mr. Hanbury in the occupa- 
tion of a house connected with the brewery in Spital fields, wliere 
he resided for several years, and where, by his energy and 
talent for business, he greatly improved the establishment with 
which his name has been ever since connected. In 1811 he 
was admitted as a ])artncr ; and during the ensuing seven years, 
he was almost wholly devoted to his business. The success 
which crowned his exertions materially paved his way to public 
life. lie was gradually relieved from the necessity of attending 
in person to the details of the management, but continued to 
take a part in the general superintendence of the concern. 

His mother used to set betbre him the idea of taking ujt sonm 
great came^ by which he might promote the happiness of man. 
lie did not forget her lessons ; and he w^as now reminded of 
them by an acquaintance, which ripened into friendship, with 
the Quaker philosopher and philanthropist, William Allen, wdio 
initiated him into some of those questions to which his after lite 
was so usefully devoted. Among these the Bible Society, and 
the condition of the poor weavers of Spitalfields, first occupied 
his attention. 

Before entering on the consideration of his public labours, we 
may briefly advert to Mr. Buxton’s religious character, that the 
reader may see wdth what principles and spirit he assumed 
his mission of philanthropy, for which he was so well fitted by 
temperament and education. 

His reverence for the Word of God was imbibed from his 
mother, and he retained it in a remarkable degree through life, 
lie read it habitually and prayerfully, and bowed implicitly to 
its authority. Indeed his Church friends complained that he 
was led by this feeling to disparage human teaching unduly, 
csdling it the Bible and water.” His views of rehgion had 
not become decided and clear till 1811, when he began to attend 
tlie ministry of the Kev, Josiah Pratt in Wheeler Cliapel, Spital- 
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for the good of others, along which his course lay for the re- 
mainder of his life,” 

In 1817 he went over to France to assist in establishing a 
branch of the Bible Society at Paris. In the passaj^ from 
Dover to Calais, he reflected on the enormous suras of money 
spent on fortifications by the two greatest nations in Europe, 
“ not to promote civilisation or happiness, but for nuq)oses of 
mutual hostility, defiance, aggression, and bloodsned.” lie 
wondered that the respective rulers should have found it expe- 
dient to keep the people for twenty-three years cutting each other’s 
throats, ancl that we should so often have illuminated at the joy- 
ful intelligence that 10,000 of our lively neighbours were killed, 
and 20,000 wounded. He found religion in a low state in 
France — the Protestants sadly indifferent, and the Catholics 
cither “quite philosophically careless, or thoroughly bigoted.” 
The difficulties which the restraints of Government interposed 
in the establishment of the Bible Society, made him feel with 
Baxter, “ how great a sin tyranny is.” 

About this time he published a work on Prison disciplincy 
containing a painful exposure of the barbarous treatment of 
criminals in our jails ; a subject to which his attention was moi*e 
earnestly directed by the labours of his sister-in-law Mrs. Fry, 
The book went through six editions the first year, and gave 
a considerable impulse to the public feeling on the subject. 
It was praised in very strong terms in the House of Commons by 
Sir James Mackintosh, and called forth a congratulatory letter 
from Mr. Wilberforce. It was translated into French ; it led 
to reformation in the wretchedly conditioned jails of Madrail— 
and found its way even to Turkey. 

At the general election in 1818, Mr. Buxton was returned 
for Weymouth, which he continued to represent for many 
years. On entering Parliament, Mr. J. J. Gurney wrote to 
him, and recommended him to stick to “ sound Wldggismy'^ to 
aid the great work of education and reform which was going on 
in the world, and to take special care to ’avoid “ the spirit of 
Toryism ^ — “which bears the worst things with endless apathy, 
because they are old; and with which reason and even hu- 
manity ai*e nothing, and the authority of creatures as fallible as 
ourselves every thing.” 

He gives an interesting account of the first debate of import- 
ance at which he was present. The subject was the conduct of 
the Manchester Magistrates on the occasion of the riot at 
Peterloo. — 

“ We have had a wonderful debate. Really it has rai^d iny idea 
of ffie capacity and ingenuity of the human mind. All the leadei s 
spoke, and almost all outdid themselves. But Burdett stands 0rst ; 
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his speech was absolutely the first, and the clearest, and the finest 
display of masterly understanding that 1 ever heard; and with shame, 
1 ought to confess it, he did not utter a sentence with which I could 
not agree. Canning was second ; if there be any difference between 
eloquence and sense, this was the difference between him and Burdett. 
lie was exquisitely elegant, and kept the tide of reason and argument, 
irony, joke, invective, and declamation flowing, without abatement, 
for nearly three hours. Plunkett was third : he took hold of poor 
McIntosh’s argument, and griped it to death, ingenious, subtle, yet 
clear and bold, and putting with the most logical distinctness to the 
House, the errors of his antagonist. Next came Brougham—and 
w'hat do you think of a speech, in which the fourth man could keep 
alive the attention of the House from three till tive in the morning, 
after a twelve hours’ debate ? Now what was the impression made 
on my mind, you will ask. First, 1 voted with Ministers, because I 
cannot bring myself to subject the Manchester Magistrates to a 
IWliamcntary inquiry ; but nothing has shaken my convictions that 
the Magistrates, Miiiistei-s, and all have done exceedingly wrong. 1 
am clear 1 voted right ; and indeed I never need have any doubts 
when 1 vote with Ministers, the bias being on the other side.” — P. «1. 

Ue further expregses his opinion on this subject in a letter to 
his uncle, C. Buxton, Esq. : — 

“ I quite agiec with you in reprobating the Kadicals. 1 am ))cr- 
suaded that their object is the subversion of religion and the constitu- 
tion, and 1 shall be happy to vote for any measure by which llic exer- 
tions of their leaders may be suppressed ; but 1 fear we shall much 
differ ns to the nature of those measures. I most strongly condemn 
the* conduct of the Magistrates at Manchester ; and 1 ccjually con- 
demn the conduct of the Ministei's, in giving them public thanks ; and 
1 think in future as well as in common prudence, that wretched affair 
ought to be strictly scrutinized, and it will be very awkward if 
these Magistrates, having been thanked, deserve to be punished.” 

These avowals seem hardly consistent with the vote for Minis- 
ters, and it is the only passage in his parliamentary course which 
needs explanation. 

In the year 1819 lie took up the question of the Criminal 
Code, haviqg seconded a motion for a committee on the criminal 
laws made by Sir James Mackintosh. His speech on that occa- 
sion w'as very effective ; and at the conclusion of it, many of the 
most distinguished members of the House came up and introduced 
themselves to him. His sterling sense, his good language, his 
strong facts and earnest manner^ gave universal satisfaction, and 
greatly jirepossessed the House in his favour. 

s[)eeclics were not spoi’kliug or splendid; their end was 
utility; their onunuents clearness, fuixc, and earnest feeling. Ue 
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usually bestowed much care in preparation ; not in embellishing the 
style, but in bringing together supplies of facts, and marshalling them 
in one strong line of argument. Speaking as he did from the heart, 
and foi* the most part on subjects which appealed to the feelings as 
well as to the judgment, he sometimes rose into passages of impas- 
sioned declamation ; but the usual character of his oratory was the 
succinct and business-like statement of the matter in hand.” — P. 8(). 

Sir Fowell Buxton voted for the abolition of cajntal j)imi{,h- 
nients in all cases except murder. During the ])receding age 
tlic Legislature had been peculiarly blood-thirsty. 

“ There are persons living,” he said, “ at whose birth the criinimil 
code coRtained less than sixty capital and who have seen 

that nnrnbejr cpiadruplcd ; who have seen an act pass making offences 
capital by the dozen and by the score ; and what is worse, bundling 
up together oticnces trivial and atrocious — some nothing short of 
murder in malignity of intention, and others nothing beyond a civil 
trespass ; 1 say bundling together this ill-assorted and incongruous 
package, and stamping upon it, ‘death without benefit of clergy.* 
The law, by declaring that ‘ certain crimes should be punished with 
doadi,’ liad declared that they should not bo ])unished at all. The bow 
had been bemt till it had snapped asunder. The Acts which were in- 
tended to prevent evil had proved Acts of indemnity, and free pardon 
to the fraudulent and tlic thief, and Acts of ruin and destruction to 
many a fair trader." 

The following year the Committee brought in its report, and 
the result wms a bill to abolish capital punishment in cases of 
foj-gery. A speech of Mr, Buxton's on this bill excited great in- 
terest at the time. 

“ The drift of it w'as to prove that the law as it stood was at once 
inhuman and ineifectivc ; that the severity of the piiiiishmciit induced 
judges and jurors to strive for an acquittal, and that the uncertainty 
of the greater penalty was therefore more readily incurred tliiui the 
certainty of the lesser one. 

“ ‘ Kill your father,’ he exclaimed, ‘ or a rabbit in a warren, the 
penalty is the same ! Destroy three Kingdoms or a bop- vine, the 
penalty is the same ! Meet a gipsy on the high-road, keep company 
w'ith him or kill him, the penalty is the same !' ” 

The result of this system was that in twelve years crime had 
increased fourfold. In 1811 the punishment of death for steal- 
ing from bleaching-greens was abolished, rather as a concession to 
the folly of the blcachei^s than as a dictate of the wisdom of Par- 
liament. By the result, however, that wdsdom was confounded ; 
for, whereas before the mitigation of the law this offence had 
been as rife as other capital offences, since that mitigation all the 

V03.. IX. xo. xviu. 2 c • 



380 Memoirs of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton^ Bart. 

capital offences had increased prodigiously (some elevenfold) — 
while this offence had decreased txoo-ihirds , — (P. 110.) 

The reason is obvious. When the penalty was not life^ the 
injured were ready to prosecute, witnesses did not hesitate to 
certify what they had seen, juries brought in verdicts according 
t ) the evidence, mindful of their oath — and judges did not listen 
to the technical quibbles by which the guilty might escape. It 
is surprising what an effect a small degree of uncertainty has in 
increasing crime ; and uncertainty must always be the result of 
too much severity. Henry the VIII. hanged 72,000 persons for 
robbery alone ; yet Sir Thomas More wonders that while so 
many thieves were daily hanged, so many still remained in the 
country, robbing in all places.” 

“ Queen Elizabeth hanged 500 criminals ii-year, yet complains 
bitterly that the people will not carry out her laws : and was obliged 
to appoint stipendiary inagistrjites to inflict these penalties. We find 
Ironi Strypo that the people w'ould not prosecute, and the magistrates 
would not act.” — P. 111. 

“ ‘ It is a fact/ says Mr. Buxton, ‘ that GOO men were condemned to 
death last year upon statutes passed within the last century/ One of* 
the worst effects of the sanguinary system of punishment was the pre- 
valence of pcijury among jurymen. The following passage is not 
without importance at the present time, as throwing light on some re- 
cent discussions on our jury system : — After giving a number of in- 
stances whore juries had clearly perjured themselves in order to save 
the lives of ])risoners, he adds, ‘I hold in my hand 1200 cases of a 
similar description. Is it then policy or prudence — I say nothing of 
its wickedness — to tjimper with what is so very delicate, or even to 
permit the I’cjjufation of that oath to be impaired, or any stain to be 
cast upon its purity? But wlien the public see twelve respectable 
mori in open court, in the face of day, in the presence of a Judge, call- 
ing God to witness that they will give tlieir verdict according to the 
evidence, and then declaring their belief in things, not merely very 
strange or uncommon, but actual physical impossibilities — absolute 
miracles, ^vilder than the wildest legends of monkish superstition — 
what impression on the public mind must be made, if not tliis, that 
there are occasions in which it is not only lawful, but commendable, 
to ask God to witness a palpable and egregious falsehood?' ” — 1\ 113. 

In ^ite of facts and reasonings like these, and at a time when 
230 offences were punishable with death, the bill for exempting 
forgery from the number was lost in the House of Commons. 
In 1822, Sir J. Mackintosh brought forward the q^uestion again, 
and proposed certain resolutions on the criminal icode, which were 
rejected in 1823 ; and he and his friends were still struggling 
aminst superior force, when Sir R. Peel, on his accession to 
office in 1826, undertook the momentous task of remodelling tlie 
^hoje penal co4o. 
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Mr. Buxton gives an interesting account of the impressions the 
House liad made U])on him, and his position and pursuits thore^ 
ill a letter to liis friend Mr. North, whom he wished to join him. 

“ 1 do not,” lie says, “ wonder why so many distinguished men 
have failed in it. The speaking required is of a very peculiar kind : 
the House loves good sense and joking^ and nothing else ; and the ob- 
ject of its utter aversion is that species of eloquence which is culled 
Philippian, There are not three men from whom a line simile or sen- 
tiiiieiit would be tolerated. All attempts of the kind arc punished 
with general laughter. An easy How of sterling plain sense is indis- 
pensable ; and this, combined with great powers of sarcasm gives 
Jirougham his station. Canning is an exception to this rule ; liis 
I’casoning is seldom above mediocrity ; but then it is recommended 
by language so wonderfully happy, by a manner so exquisitely ele- 
gant, and by wit so clear, so pungent, and so unpremeditated, that he 
continues to beguile the House of its austerity. Tierney has never 
exerted himself much in my liearing. Wilbcrforcc has more native 
ehxptenee than any of them ; but he takes no pains, and allows him- 
self to wander from his subject : he holds a very high rank in the 
estimation of the House. And now let me tell you a secret. I'hesc 
great creatures turn out, when viewed closely, to be but men, and 
men with whom you need not fear competition. Come among us, 
and 1 shall be greatly deceived if you do not hold a foremost place. 
My line is distinctly drawn. I care but little about party polities ; 1 
vote as 1 like, sometimes pro and sometimes con ; but I feel the great- 
est interest in such subjects as the slave-trade, the condition oi‘ the 
poor, prisons and criminal law. To these I devote myself, and I 
sliould be quite content never to give another vote upon a party 
question,” — P, 89. 

Tlio slavery question obtained most of his attention, amt ho 
devoted himself to it witli an ardour wiiich soon made him the 
recognised leader of the Abolitionists in Parliament. To this 
“ blessed serviccy^ he was earnestly invited, in an impressive letter 
iroin the venerable Wilberfbree in 1821. After thirty-three 
years" labour in the cause, tliat veteran philanthropist felt he was 
no longer able to bear the burden and neat of the dav, and that 
a successor was needed. That cause he bcqueatlied to Mr. 
Buxton as his Parliamentary heir-at-law.” Several causes had 
been concurring to prepare the latter gentleman for this holy 
enterprise” — the hon’or of slavery, instilled by his mother in boy- 
hood — his connexion with the African Institution — the dying 
char^ of his sister-in-law, the beautiful, the eloquent, the spirit- 
ual Priscilla Gurney, who, with her last jiulse and last breath, 
])ressed liis hand and said, — “ The poor, dear slaves !” His most 
zealous fellow-labourers in this work were the two Gurneys, 
another brother-in-law, Mr. Hoarc, Mr. Zacliary Macaulay, a 
noble-miaded phUauthi-opist, and a prodigy for 
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Lushington, whose sound judgment and sagacity were of the 
greatest value, and Lord Suffield, who laboured almost alone 
in the Upper House, 

In 1823 the Anti-Slavery Society was establislied, Mr. Buxton 
being one of the vice-presidents ; and the committee engaged 
warmly in the task of collating evidence, and spreading informa- 
tion throughout the country. 

“ Public feeling was soon roused into activity, and ])etitioiis began 
to flow in — the lead was taken by the Society of Friends ; and it was 
determined that the presentation of their appeal by the hands of Mr. 
Wilberforce should be the opening of the Parliamentary campaign.” 

Mr. Buxton then gave notice, that on the 15th of May he 
M'ould move, That the House should take into consideration the 
state of Slavery in the British Colonics. He made liis motion 
accordingly, and an animated debate ensued. Mr. Canning pro- 
posed and carried certain resolutions as an amendment. Their 
object was to adopt measures for the progressive improvement of 
the slave population, so as to prepare them for the enjoyment of 
civil rights and jmvileges ; and this was to be accomplished “ at 
the earliest ])eriod compatible with the w’ellbeing of the slaves 
themselves, with the safety of the Colonics, and with a fair and 
equitable consideration of the interests oiprirate property, 

Mr. Buxton replied in a bold and powerful vindication of the 
rights of mankind for the enslaved negroes. 

In pursuance of the Ministerial resolutions, circulars wore sent 
to all the planters, requiring them to do the most reasonable things 
that could be imagined, namely, to provide the means of religious 
instruction and Christian education for their slaves — to put an 
end to Sunday markets and Sunday labour — to allow slaves to 
have property by law — to legalize their marriages — to restrain 
the power of arbitrary punishment — to abolish the corporal punish- 
ment of females — to admit the testimony of slaves in courts of 
justice — to abolish the use of the driving-whip in the field, &c. 

These demands px’oduced the fiercest excitement in the West 
Indians. 

“ Thoughts were openly entertained of resisting the innovations of 
the Government by force of arms. It was even proposed to throw off 
the yoke of the mother country, and place tlicinselves under the pro- 
tection of America. They could find no language sufficiently bitter 
to express their rancour ; and the Colonial Legislatures unanimously 
refused submission to the recommendations of the Government.*'-— 
P, 137. 

When the Order in Council reached Dcniarara, an attempt was 
made to conceal the iiitelligcnco from the black poj)ulation. But 
exaggerated rumours got abroad ; the negroes found the gi'eat 
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king of England^’ had set tliem free, and they refused to work. 
Compulsion provoked some outrages on person and property ; — 
martial law was ])roclaimed. Not a soldier was killed, but more 
than 100 negroes were shot, 47 were subsequently tried and 
executed, and in a week ten were torn to pieces by the lash, some 
being condemned to 000 or 700 stripes. Smith, the Independent 
missionary, though perfectly innocent, was illegally tried by a 
court-martial, and condemned to he hanged, and the Abolition- 
ists at home were loaded with abuse. The Government were 
intimidated, Canning forfeited his pledge to enforce the orders, 
and would do nothing. In February 1824, Mr. Buxton wrote 
thus : — 

“ Tlic degree of — T will not call it opposition, but virulence against 
me — is quite surprising. I much question whether there is a more 
unpopnliir iiulividiiid than myself in the House just at this moment. 
For this I do not care. ^ 

“ Tlie slave.* ry question looks wretchedly. I begin to think that, 
op|)os(Ml as we are by the West Indians, deserted by the Government, 
and deemed cntlnisiasts by the public, we shall be able to do little or 
nothing; liovvcver 1 rqjoicc that \vc have tried.” — F. 143. 

The small anti-slavery ])arty were attacked on all sides, and 
vitu])C»rated as ^•enthusiasts” and saints.” Canning resolved 
to make tliem scape-goats, and some timid counsellors advised 
tliat his attack should be received in silence. Mr. J. J. Gurney, 
ever confident of truth and freedom, suggested words of en- 
couragement, and Mr. Buxton came forward nobly in defence of 
a good hut odious cause. lie held the minister to his pledge, 
and said — 

“ T know liow reproaches have rung in my ears since that pledge 
was given, and how they will ring with tenfold fury now that I cull 
for its fnllilnieiit. Let them ring ! 1 will not purchase for myself a 
base indemnily with such a sting as this on iny conscience.” 

Amidst these discouraging circumstances he devoted himself 
unremittingly to the task of ])rocuring digested proofs of the 
cruelty with wliich the slaves were treated, and the rapid decrease 
of the l)laek po])uIatioii, though they multiplied fast wherever 
they were free. In February 1824 he writes — 

‘‘ The weight of business, and worse still, of thought, wliich over- 
liangs me at this time, is greater than I ever experienced before. 1 
am fatigued, I am distressed with fatigue.” ^ 

The tide of public opinion ran liigh against the Abolitionists ; 
none but far-seeing men of sterling principle could or did with- 
stand it. It ms when the enemy thus came in like a flcHid that 
^Ir. Buxton again lifted up bis standard in the House of £!om« 
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mons, where he laid bare tlie atrocious cruelty of the planters 
and their agents. He was well supported by Dr. Lushington, 
Mr. Evans, and Mr. Wilberforce. 

On the Ist June 1824, Mr. Brougham brought forward the 
case of the missionary Smith, in a brilliant and powerful speech 
of four hours’ length. It produced a great effect on the public 
mind, especially the portion in which he dwelt upon the extra- 
ordinary forbearance ot the rebel negroes, in tlic midst of j)rovo- 
cations too exasperating for human nature to endure. 

This debate changed the current of public opinion. The people 
had taken part with the oj^pressors through ignorance. The 
West Indian interest tlien, as now, could conimand the services 
of an unscrupulous and powerful j)rcss. 

“ The nation, which before had partaken of the consternation of 
the Government, began to awaken to the truth, and from ljenoeh>rth 
the religious public of England was strongly enlisted on behalf of the 
Oppressed missionaries and their perseciitedTollowers.” 

By the impartiality of this persecution, the jdanters managed 
to excite the abhorrence of all Evangelical denominations in this 
country. The authorities of Barhadoos condemned to death a 
Wesleyan missionary, Mr. Shrewsbury, for tlio imaginary (*rime 
of corres])onding with Mr. Buxton, who said in the House — “ 1 
never received from, or wrote to him, a single letter; nor did I 
know that sucli a man existed, till I happened to take uj) a news- 
j)aper, and there read, with sonic astoinshment, that he was going 
to be hanged for corresponding with me/’ 

A tyranny so sanguinarj', and so blind in its fury, aroused tlio 
public conscience as soon as its deeds were known ; and the sttilo 
of feeling was such, that even the House of Commons could not 
long resist — made up, as it then was, of West Indians, Govern- 
ment men, a few partisans, and a few sturdy Abolitionists/’ On 
the 1st March 182(J, Mr. liuxton presented the Ijondon petition, 
signed by 72,000 persons. 

During the following year he occupied himself much in col- 
lecting and arranging evidence on the Slave-trade in its con- 
nexion with the Mauritius. The atrocities that were brought 
before him in tins inquiry — the cruel rending of family ties — the 
hoiTors of tlie middle passage — the frightful mortality — produced 
an effect on his benevolent heart which was very neai* proving 
fatal. He was so completely overwhelmed witli anguish and in- 
dignation, that he several times left his^papers, and paced rapidly 
up and down^he lawn, entirely overcome by his feelings, and 
exclaiming aloud, Ob, it ’s too bad ; it ’s too bad I — I can’t bear 
it.** On the next day, which was Sunday, he was seized with 
a fit of apoplexy, and remained unconscious till Wednesday, when 
began to show symptoms of recoveiy» 



Anti-Slavery Meeting at Edinburgh. 385 

“ T am gUxJ,” said he, “ tliat the firat object I noticed was iny dear 
wife. 1 well remember the expression of deep anxiety itpon her 
countenance. To her delight 1 spoke to her, and the words 1 used 
were those which expressed my unbounded aflection towards her.*'— 

192. 

This alarming seizure produced a profound sensation among 
all his friends ; and the Abolitionists, in the greatest solicitude, 
made hourly inquiries about his liealth, till he >vas pronounced 
convalescent. 

It is satisfactory to know that Mr. Buxton’s labours in con- 
nexion witli the Mauritius case were crowned with complete 
success. 

“ Long unnoticed and unchecked by the Government at home, the 
evil had grown up and flourished ; but it withered in a day. *rhoBO 
wdio had readily joined in it while veiled from sight, now slirunk from 
the light wdiich fell upon their doings.*' 

In this good work Mr. Buxton derived great assistance from 
Mr. tferemie, a gentleman singularly devoted to the truth and 
the right, without any selfish regard to consequences, who had 
held a public office iii St. Lucia, but had there ruined his pros- 
jxects by the boldness with which he struggled against the ill- 
treatment of the slaves. 

For three years the (piestion of Colonial Slavci*v was suHered 
to rest; but ])ublic opinion was gaining strength, and the agita- 
tion w'as becoming more popular. If, said Mr. Buxton, in 1827, 

a man liad a large share of reputation, he w ould lose the greater 
part of it by espousing the emuse of the slaves ; if he had a mode- 
rate share, ho w'ould lose all.” But it w^as n(»t so in 1830. The 
Anti-Slavery feeling had gained ground, and the planters had 
lost tlie public sympathy. 

“ They liad hurled back the quiet suggestions of Government with 
every expression of defiance and contempt — they had punishcc! the 
rebel negroes witli a severity which shocked every feeling ofluimanity — 
they had condemned Smitli to the gallows, and thus turned flu*. Inde- 
pendents against them — they forced Shrew'sbury to fly for his life, and 
the Wesleyans were aroused — the Baptist chapbls were razed to the 
ground, and the Baptists became their enemies.” — P. 243. 

It was now felt that the idea of mitigating slavery was hope- 
less. It was useless to think any more of lopping oflT the branches. 
There was a fixed determination to root out the abomination 
thoroughly and at once. This detennination was greatly 
sti’engthened by a meeting held in Edinburgh, in whiai Mr. 
(now Lord) Jeffrey made an eloauent speech, urging the meet- 
ing to aim at nothing short of abolishiim slavery at the earliest 
practicable period ” But Dr. Andrew Thomson broke Jn with 
fjL vehement protest against any further pretes^ta for defay, ex« 
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claiming — “ Wc ought to tell the Legislature plainly and 
strongly tliat no man has a right to property in man — that there 
are 800,000 individuals sighing in bondage under the intolerable 
evils of West Indian slavery, who have as good a right to bo free 
as we ourselves have — that they ought to be free — and that they 
tnust be made free.” 

This bold expression of Christian and manly sentiment caused 
the meeting to separate in confusion, but only to reassemble a 
few days later, “ when a most eloquent speech having been 
made by Dr. Andrew Thomson, a petition for immediate eman- 
cipation was adopted, to which 22,000 signatures were rapidly 
subscribed.” — P. 248. 

But Government was still for using gentle treatment with the 
]danters, for humouring their prejudices, and trusting to their 
good intentions, as if they had any. “ If j)atience be a virtue, 
then was the administration most virtuous, with such fortitude 
did they submit to the suffering of the slaves.” They, knew that 
the slaves were cruelly ill-treated — having no legal redress for 
any wrongs inflicted on them, and being compelled to work, in 
tiamaica, fur examj)lc, nmeieen hours a-day during crop-time, and 
foiu’teeu and a half at other seasons, with intervals for rest and 
food amounting to two hours and a half. — Still in the charitable 
eye of Government, the masters were humane and honourable 
men, from whom all desirable ameliorations might bo, in due time, 
expected. They might as well have waited for the negro’s skin 
to turn white ! 

In the four Crown colonics,” Demerara, Berbice, Trinidad, 
and St. Lucia, where shivery was mildest, and where some initi- 

f rations had been enforced, the registered punishments inflicted 
)y the mayistrates in the two years 1828-9 amounted to (18,921, 
of which 25,094 were inflicted upon females. Allowing the legal 
number of 25 stripes for each punishment, we have an aggregate 
of 1,350,000 stripes inflicted by the magistrates in these four 
colonies alone, and this on the sworn testimony of the planters 
themselves. — (P. 253.) 

Captain S. Hodgson, in his Truths from the West Indies,” 
shows what slavery was, and at the same time reveals the true 
secret of “ West Indian distress,” about which we hear so much 
at j)resent. 

“There arc few hona fide proprietors resident on the spot; the 
greater part of the estates ore mortgaged to nearly their full value, 
and are superintended by some of the mortgagees or their agents. 
These people have no idea beyond grinding out of the property the 
largest possible sum in the shorte.st possible period, perfectly indiffer- 
ent to Uie eventual ruin they must entail by the overworking of tiie 
soil ; and having no sympathy for the slaves, whom they litemlly re- 
gard as cattle, they thiak alone of the present gain to themselves. 
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AYhere the proprietor resides, I have generally observed him kind, 
and his people happy and contented.” 

No wonder then that the population decreased witli awful 
ra])idity. During ton years, the slaves of tlie fointecii sugar- 
growing colonies diminished to the number of 45,800 persons, 
wliile the free black population in Demerara had (exclusive of 
manumissions) doubled in fourteen years ; and the free negroi's 
of llayti had increased 520,000 in twenty years : i. their num- 
bers had more tlian doubled. In 1831, Mr. liiixton dwelt upon 
this fact in a powerful speech, lie showed that the law of na- 
ture, whicli is too strong for climate, for war, for savage life, 
for vice and misery, yields at once to tlic cultivation of sugar by 
slaves. 

“ AVherc tlie blacks arc free they incrcjusc. But let there be a 
change in only one circumstance, let the population be the sanui in 
eveiy respect, only let lliem be slaves instead of freemen, and tlu! i-iir- 
I'cnt is inunediiitely stopped.** 

1 1 is Biograjdier adds — 

“The appalling fact was never denied, that at the time of the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade, the number of slaves in the West Jinlics was 
SOOjOOO : in 1830 it was 700,000 ; * that is to say, in twonly-thrco 
3'ears it had diminished by 100,000. In 1831, wlam ernaneijmtion 
took place, the law of nature resumed its i’orce, the ])opiilation began 
to increase, and the census of 1844 proves that in the twelve previous 
years the black population in fourteen of the islands had incrcuml l»y 
54,000.*’— r. 1*01. 

Up to the hour of Abolition, the cruelties of the jdanters in- 
(uvased, and also their rancour against tlie religious iiistruclioii 
of the negroes, as, to adopt tlicir own words, iiicomi)alibl(‘ with 
the existence of slavery.” At length it became evident that in 
a very short time there would be a general revolt (^f the jiegroes, 
the coiisecpiences of wdiich W'ould be fearful. A jmrtial insurrec- 
tion in tiamaica brought on the crisis, and made tlie wrath of the 
])lanters overflow all bounds. Tliey were resolved to extinguish 
Christianity in the island ; accordingly, they destroyed seventeen 
chapels, and inflicted on the pastors ami tlicii* ilocks every 
species of cruelty and insult. 

“ I stake my character,” said Mr. Buxton, “ on the accuracy of the 
fact, that negroe.s have been scourged to the borders of ihe grave, un- 
charged with any crime, save that of w'orshipping their God.** 

The Eev. Messrs. Knibb and Burclicll WTre banished, ari<l ar- 
rived in England at the very juncture when their evidence betbre 
the Parliamentary Committees, then sitting in both Houses, was 
of the utmost value. The Committees rc[)orted; — ^IVo* points 
seemed established— 1. That there was no remedy for slavery 
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but extirpation ; 2. That its abolition was safe. Tlio Reform 
Bill had passed — a Reform Ministry were in Downing Street, and 
they undertook and accomplished the great work of emancipa- 
tion ; but it required the most strenuous and determined efforts 
of the Anti-Slavery party in the House, and out of doors, to 
procure a satisfactory measure. Mr. Buxton’s firmness and 
fidelity were tried more by the entreaties of ministerial friends, 
than by all the fury of the AVest Indians. On the day that Mr. 
Stanley brought in his bill, July 6, 1833, he wrote : — 

“ It retains the apprenticeship for twelve years, which makes me 
very indignant, and would make me very unhappy, if I did not in- 
dulge the hope, that we shall be able to beat them out of it in com- 
mittee." 

lie moved an amendment on this point, and suggested one 
year as a sufficient apprenticeship. The amendment was lost by 
a minority of only seven. Mr. Ilowley then consented to re- 
duce the term to seven years. Mr. Buxton voted for the grant 
of £20, 000, 000 to the j»lanters; but persevered, as an amend- 
ment, that lialf tlie sum should be retained till the termination of 
the apjircnticeshij). On the 7th August 1833, the Bill passed 
the Lower House, and went, with little delay, through the 
Lords. 

“ I would," writes Miss Buxton, “ that Mr. AVilborforce had lived 
one fortnight longer, that my father might have taken back to him 
j'alfiUednt the task lie gave him ten years ago I” 

The cftect of the news in the AVest Indies was most gratify- 
ing. All evil prognostications were falsified by t}ie admirable 
conduct of the negroes. The 1st of August 1834 was spent by 
them in religious exercises. There was the profoundest joy ami 
gratitude, but not an act of impropriety. 

Mr. Buxton refused at first to join in the subsequent movement 
against the a]>prenticoship ; bnt he was constrained, by the un- 
deniable abuses perpetrated by the masters, to admit the neces- 
sity of abolishing it. They broke their bargain. They took the 
twenty millions, but laboured to retain slavery under anotlier 
name. They had no excuse for this. The negroes .acted ad- 
mirably — not an instance of provocation did they afford. 

“ My expectations,” says Mr. Buxton, “ are surpassed. Gods 
blessing has been on Uiis ijerilous work of humanity ” 

He greatly rejoiced when the auprenticeship was abolished, 
and candidly confessed that he, haa been quite wrong on tliis 
point. AA^hile tloseph Sturge and the Anti-Slavey party had 
oeen quite right on this score, the planters have no right to com- 

E lfiin. • Had they honestly stood by their contract, they might 
ave enjoye4 the full benefit of the apprenticeship* 
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Subsequently Mr. Buxton devoted himself with great zeal 
to the question of the Slave Trade, which he laboured to 
abolish, by establishing trade and commerce and Christian 
Missions in Africa. The Aborigines in that continent had been 
brought under his notice by the Rev. Dr. .Philip, with wliom he 
co-oj)erated in protecting the Hottentots. It was with the 
view of more effectually destroying the traffic in slaves, that he 
took such an active part in getting up the Niger Expedition, 
which he watched with the liveliest and most prayerful interest, 
and whoso melancholy failure overwhelmed aim with sorrow. 
Vet it was the climate alone that dashed his hopes. In every 
other respect his ex])ectations were fully realized. 

He felt deeply for the wrongs inflicted upon our fellow-men in 
connexion with European colonization. The spirit that has 
more or less actuated those who have promoted it, was enviously 
(‘.xemplified by the Dutch. In 1()52 the first Dutch settlement 
was formed, and ^4he curse of Christian neighbours” fell upon 
the helpless owners of the land, now known as Capo Colony.” 
Van Kiebech the governor, was vexed to see so many fine head 
of cattle with the savages, and he writes in his journal, that if 
it had been allowed, he ifiight in one day have deprived them of 
10,000 head. With 1 50 men it might have been done, as the 
natives came unarmed, not having the least suspicion that white 
men and (Jhristians could be dishonest or treacherous. A day 
or two later, this philosophic governor w^ondered at the ways 
of Providence, which permitted such noble animals to remain in 
the possession of heathens.” 

They were not long suffered to retain them. Their rich lands 
and herds became the spoiler’s prey. This peasantry, oiu-(j so 
industrious, so frugal, so wealthy in flocks and herds — so honest 
and confiding — >vcre gradually subjected to the capricious tyranny 
of the Dutch boors, who brought down their hearts by the 
heaviest labours, and the most revolting punishments. — 

“ Beneath this gi'inding misery their numbers had dwindled, their 
persons had become dwarfed, and their minds brutalized, till the veiy 
Negro Slaves looked down on them as lower and baser drudges, fur 
below the level of mankind.” — 209. 

It is this degradation of manliood that is the chief curse of 
tyranny, and that makis it so great a sin, Mr. Buxton had the 
unspeakable satisfaction of seeing the Hottentots liberated by 
our Government, through his instrumentality. A resolution 
of the House of Commons, which ho regarded as their Magna 
Charta, was carried unanimously in July 1828. Mr. Buxton 
expected that a thousand blessing would accompany liberty, 
and he was right. So early as 1832, we find the following tes** 
timony borne to the conduct of the Hottentots in the Kat River 
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settlement : — “ By patient labour, with manly moderation and 
Christian temperance, tliey have converted the desert into a 
friiitfiil field.” 

Colonel Bell, the Government Secretary of the Colony, says ‘ 
that as free labourers and small farmers, they have made a 
very surprising progress. A large portion of them, from being 
an indolent, intemperate, and improvident class, have, since a 
field was opened for virtuous ambition, become industrious, sober 
and ])rudent in their conduct.” Colonel Wade bears similar 
testimony. The liev. Dr. Philip, to whom this people is under the 
docj)cst obligation for his zeal on their behalf, thus contrasts the 
condition of the bondsinoi with that of the free, and the })ictiires 
are very suggestive, and tell us that we should never despair of 
any tribe of mankind however degraded, and that vices and de- 
fects which we arc accustomed to ascribe to blood, or colour, or 
malformation of the skull and other causes, are really the faults 
of o])pression and maltreatment : — 

llegardod by the Negro Slaves as only fit to be their drudges ; 
despised by the (^iifires, arnl by all the natives in a state of fi-eedoin ; 
and represented by traders im scarcely possessing the liuinan form, as 
the most filthy stupid beings in tlic world, as scarcely to be con- 
sidered belonging to the human race, the Kat Kivcr now presents a 
scene of industry, sobriety, decency, not surpassed by the peasantry of 
any country in Europe. Tliey are building themscdves good houses, 
they are very decently clothed, their industry is admitted even by 
their enemies.” 

They travel considerable distances to attend worship — profit- 
ing much by their religious instruction ; and their children, 'who 
are acute and intelligent, they send regularly to the mission 
schools. 

AVitli all liis zeal for Protestantism, Mr. Buxton never swerved 
irom the principles of religious liberty in regard to the Roman 
Catholics : he voted for Emancipation in 1829. And though 
sincerely attached to the Cluirch of England, and anxious for its 
influence and stability, he voted for the Appropriation clause in 
the Irish Tithe Bill of the AA^higs. In regard to the Established 
Church of Ireland, he gave eloquent expression to sentiments 
which are not even now without tlieir importance and signi- 
ficance: — 

“ How lias it been,” he asked, that trulff itself, backed by a Pro- 
Uistunt e.stablishment, by a Protestant king, a Protestant army, a Pro- 
testant parliament — tliat truth itself, so far from advancing, has not 
kept her ground against error? My solution of the question is, that 
we havei'esoi'ted to force where reason alone could prevail. We have 
forgotten that 1 hough the sword may do its work — mow down armies, 
and strixlue nations — it cannot carry conviction to the understanding 
of men ; nay, the very use of force tends to create a barrier to the 
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reception of that truth which it intends to promote. AVo liavo for- 
gotten that there is something in the human breast — no base or sor- 
did feeling, the same which makes a generous mind cleave with double 
affection to a distressed and injured friend, and which makes men 
cleave wdth tenfold fondness — deaf to reason, deaf to reinonstranee, 
reckless of interest, prodigal of life — to a persecuted religion. I 
charge the failure of Protestant truth in converting the Irish, upon 
the head of Protestant ascendency. * * * ^ * * 

“I like the hill, and shall vote for it: first because tithe is a<^*usted ; 
secondly, because stipend is to be measured by duty ; thirdly, because 
education is to be granted. I like, and shall vote for the bill, lastly, 
because it bears no affinity to the old, overbearing system of Protes- 
tant ascendency ; and because, as 1 have so often said, it gives iny faith 
fair play ; because, at last, the Protestant religion will do hevsoll* 
justice. Stripped of her odious disguise, she will n])pcar to the Irish 
what we know she is. She will appear in her natural, her peaceful, 
her charitable, her attractive character.” — P. 391. 

Ill the same enlightened spirit he advocated tlie new system ol* 
National Education. 13y doing so he gave great offence to his 
Church friends, who ascribed to him the wisli to destroy tluj 
Establishment ; but liad his views prevailed — had tlie A|)|)ro- 
priation Clause not beeirwcakly abandoned, not only would the. 
Irish Church now rest upon a firmer foundation, not only would 
IVotcstaiitisiTi have flourished more ; but most of the difiiculty 
which has since beset Irish Government would liave been ol)\ i- 
ated ; and jiarticularly the serious embaiTassmeiits arising out of 
the Poor Law might have been avoided. AVhat a long train of 
calamitous consequences may follow a single act of expediency 
imposed by the exigencies of party ! 

Though death had more than once made breaches in Mr. 
Ihixton^s family circle, and his parental affection, which was 
unusually strong, had to endure heavy shocks, yet no man could 
be happier in his domestic relations, or in the friends that sui - 
rounded him. Frequently in his private meditations and pi ay- 
ers, and in his coiTespondcnce, lie breaks forth in earnest ex- 
jiressions of gratitude to God for the peculiar blessings thus con- 
ferred on him. Like other great men of simple character and 
genial s])irit, he loved to unbend with little cliildrcn, to mingle 
ill their sports, and accommodate himself to their capacities ; 
and accordingly he secured their confidence and love. 

In 1837, he lost his election at Weymouth, because he refused 
to open public-houses, and *‘lend” money to the extent of £1000. 
This event caus^ much re^et to his former supporters, wdio 
presented him with a gratifying testimonial. 

From no less than twenty-seven different places were proposals 
made to him to stand as a candidate, hut lie felt at liberty to take 
advantage of the opportune repose afforded him, and accoi*<]iiig1v 
declined them all. In 1839 and 1840, he made a journey through 
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France and Italy, during which he wrote a number of interesting 
letters, describing the scenes he passed through. At Rome he 
visited the prisons, and made valuable suggestions to the Pope 
and his ministers as to their improvement, which was greatly 
needed. 

He returned to England in tolerable health, impatient to resume 
his African labours. A meeting to promote the civilisation of that 
continent was held on the 1st June, 1840, in Exeter Hall, Prince 
Albert in the chair. There was a great array of the nobility pre- 
sent, and the papers described it as a “ most grand and magnili- 
cent display or national feeling.” Mr. Buxton moved the first 
resolution. 

Shortly after this meeting of the African Civilisation vSociety, 
Her Majesty conferred upon him the rank of a baronet, without 
any suggestion to that eftect from his friends. No man was 
better entitled to such an honour. Though no longer in Parlia- 
ment, he was still busy with his schemes for the good of mankind. 
But his health began to decline, and it was found necessary to 
restrain the activity of his temperament, in order to preserve his 
valuable life. His time, however, was come — he had fulfilled 
his course and done his work. His last days were sj)ent in ex- 
ercises of ardent devotion. His confessions of unworthincss and 
repentance were einjdiatic and often repeated, his trust in re- 
deeming love unwavering, and liis prayers most fervent. On its 
being remarked to him, wdien near his departure, that he had a 
firm hold on Christ, he replied in a clear and emphatic manner, 
“Yes, indeed 1 have! unto eternal lifeP 

On the J9th February, FS44, lie was very much exhausted, but 
traiKtuil ill body and mind. Towards the aflcrnoon, symptoms of in- 
creasing oppression returned; and as the evening advanced it was 
evident he was entering the valley of the shadow oi‘ death, lie sank 
into a quiet sleep, his family collected round his hod — but no longer to 
be recognised by their lionoured head : it was only to watch the peace- 
ful departure of the spirit. He lay perfectly still, and about a (piai-tcr 
before ten o’clock, fell asleep in his Ixird.” — P. 589. 

His remains w'cre deposited in the ruined chancel of the little 
churcli of Oversti’and. A few weeks after the death of Sir 
Fowell Buxton, a committee was formed for erecting a testi- 
monial to his memory. The project w^as warmly ap]>rovcd. 
H.K,H. Prince Albert subscribed £50, and the sum of £2000 
was raised. Of this the sable children "of Africa, whom his la- 
bours had so greatly blessed, eagerly contribi^d £450, chiefly 
ill pence and half-pence. The testimonial is w be a full-length 
statue, (executed by Mr. F. Thrupp,) to be placed between the 
iiionumcuts of Granville iSbar|) and William Wilberforce, ii\ 
Abbey, 



Ghosts and Ghost-seei's* 


393 


Art. V. — 1. Die Seherin von Prevorst^ etc. Mitgetheilt vou 
JusTiNUS Kernrr. 3tc Auflage. Stuttgart und Tubingen, 
1838. 

2. Arcanes Jc la M.eFuture devoilesj etc. Par M. ALrii.CAUAGNET* 
Paris, 1848. 

3. The Night Side of Nature. Py Catherine Crowe. In 2 
volumes. London, 1848. 

In all ages and in every country, mankind, when alike nnguided 
and uiitrainrnelled by a definite method of investigation, lias ex- 
hibited the tendency to believe in the existence of unembodied 
spirits in general, and in that of disembodied human ones in 
particular. Nor has this belief or half-belief always been dis- 
sociated from the supposition that such spirits occasionally visit 
or revisit the earth, making themselves sensible to j>eoi)lc yet in 
tlie flesh. It is upon the records 'of such aj)paritions, ijideed, 
that it rests its claims as a ])art of the ])opular creed of the world. 
It appears that, according to the curious works now under nj- 
view, both ghosts and ghost-scers arc as plentiful and incontro- 
vertible as over. We are told that the force of jmblic o|)inion, 
fasliioned by the positive or rationalizing spirit of the ignorant 
j)rosciit time, renders some of the seers anu believers in ghosts 
afraid, and others of them ashamed to confess their experiences 
and convictions ; but that there are multitudes of both these 
sorts of spiritualists in the society, of every grade and kind, 
of the miserable and sense-beclouded age in which we live! 
Moreover not only did Plato, Pliny, Ilcnry More, Donne, 
Matthew Halo, Samuel Johnson, Addison and a host of other 
worthies believe in such appearances, but therc is actimlly a 
band of living authors on the subject. Among ‘the (ler- 
inans,’ Passavant and Eschenmayer and Ennemoscr, to say 
nothing of Stilling and Kerner and Schubert, have all investi- 
gated this shadowy question in the character of believers ; and no 
one, who knows anything of the former three of those men, will 
deny the great ability and vast erudi^on they bring to the 
discussion of their theories, whatever may be said of the 
weak-eyed mysticism of Schubert, Kerner and Jung-Stilliug. 
Such is a brief statement of the most important fact of the exist- 
ence of ghost'seers and ghost-believers, implying that of ghosts 
to see and believe in.^ Let us now take a glance at the other 
side of the subject. 

There have always been Sadducees in the world, as well as in 
Jewry. There have everywhere existed Empirics, or men lor 
experience, and not only in the schools of ancient Greece. It is 
Xhm mw who have ever been the bitterest wemies of Uie poor 
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ghost. True to the sensuous instinct, \vhich shapes their purely 
phenomenal science, tliey Iiave impetuously rejected the concep- 
tion of unincorporated finite spirits, as at once nonentities and 
impossibilities. Admitting only phenomena, as observed by the 
healthy sensation and the healthy consciousness of the race ; ad- 
mitting only such jdienomcna, together with generalizations 
drawn from such phenomena, into their schemes of the universe, 
the appearance of incorporeal spirits to the sensibility of the 
human nervous system has infallibly and necessarily been exclud- 
ed from their systems. This merely scientific generation of 
thinkers ignores the very evidence on the otlier side of the ques- 
tion as corrupted and useless ; ghost-seeing being nothing but a 
disease, ghost-seers arc incapable of stating their own case in a 
trustworthy manner. There is so much of truth in this way of 
thinking, "that we find the ingenuous authoress of the Night 
Side of Nature confessing that, after all that has been experi- 
enced and written abcuit gliosts and ghost-seeing, there is no- 
thing like scientific evidence of the facts yet forthcoming. Full 
of faith and enthusiasm in the cause of apparitions thoiigli she 
is, she candidly allows that, so far as a scientific or empirical 
judgment is concerned, the whole subject still remains ‘ in the 
region of ojiinion.’ Now tl^e Saddtn*aic spirit gained the de- 
cided and all but supreme ascendency over the mind of Eurojxi 
in the course of the last century. Even those faithful souls w1h» 
continued to hold by the mysteries of Christianity, and still 
more those who only thought they did or pretended to do so, 
acquired the habit of calling everything to the bar of concrete 
experience, nationalism became the spirit of all criticism. ^ 
Positivism was the exclusive inethodologj\of the age. Wonders * 
ceased, for everything w'as to be explained on natural principles. 
Miracles, wdtchcrafts, philosopher’s stones, elixirs of life, powders 
of attraction, oracles and ghosts had been only dreams of the 
black night, or mirages of the grey morning ; and they were 
now' banished for ever from the horizon of life by the ascending 
sun of civilisation, * This bringing down of every asserted thing 
to the measure of the sensuous experience of tlic age was easily 
put in execution upon ghostly apparitions. They were spectral 
illusions, they were coincidences, they wxre peculiar dreams, they 
were this and they w'ere that. One thing was certain, at least, 
they w'ere not ghosts. In fine, it became a mark of vulgarity to 
suppose for a moment they could be spirij^s. Accoixlingly it is 
true that, to the present hour, very few people can find courage 
enough even to raise the question ! 

In the meantime, however, a change has begun to come over 
the spirit of the time. TJie positive, experiential philosophy of 
ciglitecnth century has been questioned. Both its uietbodo* . 
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logy and jt& results liave been l^ing weighed^in the balance 
and, in the fincere judgment of tb^e ablest men of the now time, 
found miserably wanting.* Accordingjjr all the pristine beliefs 
and objects of in(j[uiry, wj^ch it hii£raected with dildain, are 
now come in for re^sximkiation. All its negative judgments 
ara to be revised, ghost-seeing among the rast. Thoughtful men 
are no longer content with denial : they begin to see that the 
limited experiences of an individual, or of an individual age, con- 
stitute no criterion for those of another individual or another age. 
The best thinkers of the nineteenth century arc becoming sceptics, 
in the sense of being considerers not deniers. The whole of 
society is as usual sharing the movement. There is a danger of 
the immethodical mfhd, indeed, singing to the opposite extreme 
of unreflective credulity. Rash and incapable writers are show- 
ing the example of unlearning the lesson of the positive school 
or epoch, and going right bacK into the younger ago, the luora 
elementary school that preceded it. It is clear that the I’econ- 
sideration of the ghost (Question is not now to be settled exactly 
as our grandfathers did it, and the views of our fathers to be left 
altogether out of the question, as if they, forsooth, had lived in 
vain. That were nothing less than, a kind of dotage or second 
childhood of the human hiind ; a second childhood wanting the 
beauty, innocence and boundless promise of the first. Nemody 
that understands the government of God, or perceives the on- 
growing evolutioii of the destiny of mankind, can fail to perceive 
tliat positive science must be at least one of our guides iii the 
renewed investigation of all this difficult and mysterious class of 
subjects. Not a step must be taken without it. It is because 
we lament to sec this great principle wholly misunderstood among 
the mesmerists, oneirologists and pneumatologists of Germany, 
France, America and Great Britain, that we propose to devote 
a few pages to the discussion of the subject of ghosts and ghost- 
seers. It will furnish the reader with a clue to the method in 
which alone all such researches must be carried on, if they are 
to lead to satisfactory results; and it may also forewarn and 
forearm his mind against the rambling and unprincipled specu- 
lations of scientific fanatics. 

Since, then, the inquiry is to be inexorably conducted on the 
inductive principle, let us begin with the facts of the case. 
Here it is once for all to be premised that the accurate and suf- 
ficient observation of the constituent facts of the universe is a 
most difficult, as it is an all-important dmartment of science. 
Few people are aware of the extreme difficulty of the art of 
simple observation. That art consists not only in the ability to 
perceive the phenomena of nature through iincoloured eyes, but 
also of tile talent to (le.<!rribe them in iinobstmcted and trons- 
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parent words. "'To observe nloperly in.the very simjplcst of the 
physical sciences requires a long and severe trainllig. No one 
kndws this sp feelingly ^s the great jfliscbvcrer. Fara4p,y once 
said that^he illways doffl^ Us own l^rvations. Mitsscjborlich^ 
on one occasion, remarked** to a xnai^lIKscicnco of our acquaint- 
ance that it takes fourteen .years to discover and establish a 
i ingle now fact in chemistry. An enthusiastic.^ student one day 
betook himself to Baron Uuvicr with the exhibition of a new 
organ, wo think it was a muscle, which he supposed himself to have 
discovered in the body of some living creature or other ; but the 
experienced and sagacious naturalist Kindly bade the young man 
return to him with the same discovery in six months. The 
Baron would not oven listen te the stuctent^s demonstration, nor 
examine his dissection, till the eager and youthful discoverer had 
hung over the object of inquiry for lialf-a-year; and yet that object 
was a mere thing of the senses ! In a word, the records of ]>hysical 
science are full of instances in which genuine researchers, men 
formed by nature and trained by toil for the life of observation, 
have misstated the least compheated phenomena. Nor would 
the intelligent public not be amused, as well as astonished, if 
they only knew how very few of the noisy host of professing men 
of science, in even this matteiK)f-fact country, ever discover a 
single now fact ; evei* describe with irreversible fidelity a new 
])henomenon of any significance ; ever add one true word to the 
written science of the world. 

If, however, it be one of the hardest of problems to make ob- 
servations with unbiassed simplicity, and useful accuracy on in- 
organic nature, the difficulty is greatly enhanced when there are 
su])eradded the ]dicnoinena of vitality to those of chemical affinity, 
mechanical cohesion and celestial gravitation, as is the case in the 
science of physiology. Mechanics is the science which w^as 
first brought to something like perfection ; and the reason is ob- 
vious, for the phenomena with which it is conversant are not 
only the nearest to the senses of the observer, but they are the 
least complicated ones in creation* Then followed astronomy in 
the process of time; and then chemistry, the jihcnomena of 
whicli are still more complicated than tliose of the science of 
stars ; and it is clear to every thoughtful and competent mind 
that physiology is now awaiting the consummation of chemistry. 
When the vast complexity of the science of physiology is con- 
sidered witli thoughtfulness, and when it is remembered that 
chemistry is still so far from perfection that the chemist cannot 
construct a particle of sugar, or any other orgai^ic substance, 
although ho Knows the exact quantities of charcoal and water of 
which it is composed, the reader will not be astonished to find 
that M. Comte, the amplest yet the most severe representative 
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of positive science that Enaopean influences have yet produced^ 
speaks of the fornier depaxTment of knowledge as hardly yet 
within the bounds of posi(j[iPe scijence. He characterizes it as 
just emerging into that sphere. * 

But there is a science ntbre intriqate still than the physiology 
of organization. The phenomena of thou^t^ emotion and i)a9^ 
sion fall within the reach of ])ositive observation in the direct 
projKirtion in which these phenomena are connected with the 
nervous system, or cerebro-spinal axis, of those o^anisms in whielt 
tlicy transpire. Not to intermeddle wdth the question of phrenc^- 
logy, and to unite the mpst diverse systeqfis, we shall for the mean* 
time call this possible science hy the name of physio-psychology. 
Xts object is, or shall bo to investigate psychological or spiritual 
phenomena, ih so far as such phenomena are uopcndeiit on the 
physiological condition of the brain, spinal cord and nervoua 
systems. Something has already been uone m this fifth or five- 
told scionco already, something in the way of facts by the medical 
psychologists, somethiilghy the phrenologists, and something in 
the way of formulae by the metaphysicians ; but very little mer 
all. Still more than mere physiolo^, it is a science of tlio 
future. It is the most inextricable of all the physical depart- 
uieiits ; for not only are its phenomena complicated* with dicsS 
of all th^ other physical sciences, — physiology, chomistry, astro- 
nomy and mecnanics; but it also stretches towards, and lies 
in the light of another world than that of atoms. To make ac- 
curate and profitable observations in this sphere of inquiry must 
be the mpst,^diflicjy[lt of alt e^thly tasks of the sort. If the ob- 
server in diornistry or botany quires to be a man of long expe^ 
rience, great patience, precision and freedom, the observer in this 
high domain must be ono of extraordinary extent and profundity 
of knowledge, entirely liberated from the dominion of hypothesis 
and opinion, calm, clear and belonging to the present day. It 
must uc evident that this ]|jf8t requisite is essential. The names 
of Plato, Aristotle, Ba^on or Newton are of no^ authority 
in this region, for it actually did not exist to the scientific con- 
sciousness of the times in wnicluthay lived. In fact, every past 
observation or narrative that may aeem to belong tp this science, 
but which cannot be related to^ay, must go for nothing. Tliis 
is the rule in all the other sciences ; or rather they have needed 
no rule about it, but the heroes of these sciences have instinc- 
tively begun anew, as soon* these scieum have become the 
definite Ejects of conscious methodical inqnfry* Now, it is pre- 
cisely in this elevated aii4 exceeding complicated pi^vince of 
investigation that the auestion of ghosts and gh^t-seera is in- 
volved. It is in this shadowy boraer-land betwixt phyriok^ 
proper and pure psychedogy that apparitions wander, be Uieie 
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apparitions what they may. This ish the solo haunt and region 
of all such (questionable shajpes. The dnioflnt of acquaintance 
with all the inferior strata of science, and the degree of skill in 
the disentangling of scientific intricacies, which are absolutely 
indispensable for anything like a sdccessful inquiry in these 
perilous shades of nature, must be equally rare and extraordinary. 
It was quite impossible even to enter this field of research till 
the present age, in the course of which the inferior sciences, as 
they may be clenominated for the moment, have reached some- 
thing like a cofisummatipn. Indeed it is probable, if not cer- 
tain, that the physiology of the nervous jsystem is not yet suffi- 
ciently advanced for the purpose under discussion ; although it 
may Ibolime to be cdlecting instances, and classifying them for 
ulterior inethodization, just as physiology was begun long before 
chemistry approached perfection. The tenor of the foregoing 
observations is at any rate utterly to destroy the value of all former 
observations, that is of all old ghost-stories, in. so far as anything 
like science is concerned. It is highly creditable to the author 
of the third of those works, which have suggested these remarks, 
that this principle is distinctly recognised in it ; and that cVen in 
connexion with the contemporaneous cases which are there re- 
lated. Nor was this confession unnecessary, for this largo and 
interesting collection of physio-psychological wonders is not a 
whit better than its predecessors in this particular respect. Its 
merit consists in the vivid, forcible, idiomatic and memorable 
way in which it is written. It contains a fund of lively and 
somewhat impressive reading, and it will bo very extensively read. 
But its scientific value is* nothing. It wants dates, names, medi- 
cal observations, circumstances, analyses of the physical and 
spiritual characters of the seers, as well as those of the narrators, 
and all those searching details which are necessary to a methodi- 
cal comparison of instances. There is not a single point of 
solidity for the man of induction to plant his foot upon for the 
purpose of taking his first step. The whole fabric sinks away 
from him like clouds. 

It is not to be concluded, liowever, that books of this sort are 
totally without value of any land, although they are possessed of 
no utility whatever in relation to science. They may conduce 
to make the unscientific but profound impression on the mind 
of the reader, that there is some actual basis in nature for such 
things as they record ; such things as presentiments, warning- 
dreams, wraith-sering an^ ghost-seeing. The multitude of the 
cases narrated, their consent recurrence in all times and places, 
their extreme similarity in all sorts of local and temporary cir- 
cumstances, and the ract publishocf in tlie works now under 
review that enormities of the kind are quite as rite in oar own 
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days, and in our own houses, and among our own friends, as 
ever they were, combine to indicate the great, broad, common 
under-ground of some vast and complicated order of neglected and 
misunderstood phenomena. 

Although our rigour concerning the collecting of facts in this 
ambiguous science of physio-psychology cannot well be exceeded, 
and although as men of science we cannot relax our demands an 
iota in that respect, we are willing, with the help of faith and 
fancy as well as charity, to suppose that every word in such 
ghost-books is not only morally, but also scientifically true ; wo 
shall voluntarily labour under this illusion, until wo shall have 
said whatever else is necessary to the understanding of the ques- 
tion that lies beyond the so-called facts. The reader will ob- 
serve, upon the very threshold of this second department of the 
subject, that the mere fact of all these seemings or phenomena 
does by no means imply the theory either of sj^ectral illusions or 
of ghosts. The conception of spectral illusions on one hand, and 
tliat of ghosts on the other, are devices of the human mind, con- 
trived for the purpose of explaining the appearances in question. 
The vast majority of those who read such books as the Invisiblo 
World Displayed, are no doubt accustomed to think that, if tho 
truth of tho stories be established, there is no longer any room 
to doubt the visitation of spirits. They leap at once from tho 
wonder to tho ghost, not observing that tho ghost is only ono 
way among many possible ones of explaining tho wonder. Tho 
medical mind of this age, again, being acquainted with the fact 
of sensuous illusions in deliriums and other cerebral disorders, 
refers it as instinctively and as instantaneously to tho illusion of 
the senses. The ghost of the vulgar and the spectre of tho 
medical theorist are equally hypothetical. Neither of them is in 
the phenomena; they are botli inventions of the mind perplexed 
by extraordinary appearances ; they are rival hypotheses of tho 
same fact. Two night wanderers see a high and glimmering light 
in the distance ; one of them thinks it is on the top of a tower at 
sea, the other that it is upon the summit %f an inland hill ; tho 
tower and the hill are the things they severally put under the 
flame in order to hold it up ; oy his separate supposition tho 
mind of each understands the remote appearance, and he may 
guide himself accordingly. Both of tnem, however, may lie 
wrong. Tt may be neither a lighthouse nor a beacon-fire ; it may 
be one of many other things. It is precisely the same with tho 
unusual appearances at present under supposititious discussion. 
They may he neither popular ghosts nor medical spectres. In 
these circumstances it may be neither uninteresdng nor unpro- 
fitable to question both of these opinions somewhat closely ; it 
will at least amuse the spirits, and exercise the speculative 
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lei^ of but patient readets. Iii deference to the science of the 
day, and courteously presuming that they at*e the more likely 
to be hbiir the truth) the medical spectres fall to be examined 
first* 

tn the healthy condition of the eye, the optic nerve and the 
brain, the phenomehon of sight may be represented in parts. 
There is first the visible object, say a tree, sending green and 
other rays of light to the surface of the cornea or first glass of 
the eyeball ; there is then that light so refracted within flic eye, 
by its glasses, humours and lenses, as to form an image of the 
tree upon the retina, precisely like that which is caught ujion 
the wnitc table of a camera obscura ; and, in the third place, 
this image is invariably followed by the perception of a tree. It 
is particularly to bo observed that we do not see the image ; we 
do not suspect its existence till science discovers it ; and even 
after it is found out by anatomists and opticians, it is in vain that 
we endeavour to descry its tiny form. It is the tall ])ine, or the 
enormous oak alone that w^e behold. It can only be stated as an 
ultimate fact, that such a picture in miniature of a great tree 
upon the sound retina of an eye is the cause of the perception of 
the tree by the creature that owns life eye. To doitow from 
Hartley, and accept a hint from all the physical sciences of which 
anything is known, the process by which this stupendous result 
is effected, may meanwhile be formulated as a vibratory move- 
ment instituted among the fibrils of the optic nerve and brain 
by the image on the retina, propagated from without inw'ards. 
This is not an explanation. It is not meant even as a hypothesis. 
It is employed solely as a formula, as a symbol, as .r, y or z 
is used in algebra. All that is positive in it is contained in the 
words propagated from mthout inwards ; that phrase resembles 
the little figure two or three in or and no one can ob- 
ject td it, for certainly, be the image’s influence on the retina 
what it may, it is at least shed inw’ards. 

Nor wdll this be thought a useless commonplace, when it 
is remembered that fhemory can reproduce the perception of 
the tree as well as light ; memory whether voluntary or as- 
sociatfre. The eye shut, one can see the tree a second time. 
That second sight of anything fonnerly seen with the help 
of light is, in some circumstances, so vivid and lifelike 
to puzzle the wdiL In the case of painters, and such as are 
pdssessed of delicate optical oiganizations, the lucidity of these 
secondary images is one of the inferior secrets of pWer. In 
truth, the second-seeing sensibilitv, of w|iich this is a speciei^ 
is the bodily essential of eveiw kind of artist, from the pbet round 
to the sbufntor ; dhd iiideea of the man of genius m geneitd. 
wsiituie is fchoiVh of this medianism of tni$ wondenul pro* 
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cess as of that of the first sight of things. Yet it seems vef^y ^ 
dear that it consists in part of the inversion of the fatter one. 
It depends, in its physical contingency, on a vibratory motion (tci 
speak algebraically again) pix>pagated from within outwaf*(U: 
and, in the instance of any one object, first seen then remember- 
ed, on the same vibratory motion, that is the same y or z* 
The condition which seems to limit these images of the tnemoiy, 
at least among men as we find them, is a degree of clearness 
much inferior to that of direct sight. The tree of memory, the tree 
of the association of ideas, is generally but a faint reflection of 
that which the eye saw. The nearer they come to one another, 
there is the more of one element of the artist, for the poet is tho 
Uightly moved’ as well as the ‘ all-concciving’ man. In fol- 
lowing out these hints concerning the physied nature of the 
poet, the reader must generalize for himself ; for tho present 
argument does not permit a digression from the organs of sense, 
and the remembrance or reproduction of their products. In 
Blake, the painter and mystic poet, this propagation from within 
outwards was so intense as to paint the absent and tho deiul 
visibly before him. Whatever images he remembered in whole, 
or constructed out of r|g||L drawn from memory, reached the 
retina from within witli^jBynes so clear, light jind shade so 
unmistakable, and colours he could not but boliovc 

that he saw them face to face. this way that Hit 

William Wallace, King Eobert Brufe^aiiS SiWptml of tli^i betoes 
of antiquity stood before him while he painted their portraits 
with equal innocence, enthusiasm and poetical fidelity. There 
is a poet in Edinburgh, who not unfrequently awakes with the 
remanent image of some scene from dreamland in his eye, and 
it is some time till it evanesces. In fact, everybody has experi- 
enced this sort of thing, if not in health, at feast in delirium ; 
if not awake, at least asleep. There is a state of nervous system 
brought on by the long and inordinate use of alcohol, in which 
the unfortunate victim cannot disentangle himself from these 
images of the associative principle or the involuntary memory. 
He cannot distinguish between the real objects around him ami 
those second-sights of his ; and he is actually more loya^ the 
latter, as might be expected in a morbidly self-sensitive mRic of 
body. The case of the maniac needs scarcely be added to these 
iliukrations of the inverted identity of second and first sensations 
of things in their purely physical contingencies ; for it is only 
of these contin^ncies that there is any question at present. 
Lastly, there is mat peculiar condition of the system, in which a 
person apparently in good health, but in reality disoiderecl, Inm^- 
evor obscurely, is viAted by what are more ordiharily called 
spectral illasionst There are innumerable ems of this on 
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* record, Abercrombie and Ilibbert, Perriar and Macnish^ Feuch- 
terleben and Combe, and in fact tlie medical psychologists of 
evarjr age and country are full of them. Every reader is 
femiliar with them. Suffice it in this place, then, that these 
illusions are different in no essential respect from those of mania, 
delirium tremens, common delirium and dream. Nor do any 
of them«liffer materially from the landscapes of the Edinburgh 
poe^ or the unwearied sitters of the happy Blake. There is in 
reality no difference in kind between all of them together, on 
one hand, and the dimmest instance of second sight or remem- 
bered sensation that ever transpired in the brain of a clodpole on 
the other. The latter could be converted into the like of any 
one of the former by the modification or intensification, in this 
degree and in that, of the a*, y or Zy propagated from within 
outwards. In a word, let Xy y or z be exalted in tension to 
such a^ degree as to equal the vividness of an actual image in 
an ordinary and healthy man, and there is furnished the physical 
condition of a sensuous hallucination ; and that whether the 
intensification be produced by the abatement of other influences, 
as in dreams; or by actual inflammation, as in mania or de- 
lirium ; or by compositions of these^wo, as is likely in all the 
other examples. Such, in fine, is IwHlct and the theory of the 
medical spectre, and it is now timrto see how it confronts the 
popular ghost. J 

It is evident that the eifmloyment of this well-known fact and 
principle of the sensuous illusion, for the purpose of explaining 
away the innumerable narratives concerning spiritual ap}>aritions 
that are current in the w^orld, is both feasible and ingenious. It is 
the first thing that occurs to the scientific mind indeed ; and there 
is no doubt that the more a physician or a psychologist is acquaint- 
ed with the boundless variety of disease in general, and of morbid 
nervous manifestations in particular, the more will he cling to this 
solution of ghost stories. It is at once his instinct and his habit 
to hold by analogy, and to render the unknown intelligible by 
union with the known. The popular mind perceives, or reacts 
about an apparition, and at once concludes it is a ghost, without 
reflec^n worthy of the name, without definition, and therefore 
wdth<4P intelligibility. The medical denier has a great advantage 
over the credulous layman. Ilis opinion is pi*onounced with 
some reflection at least, even if it eventually prove to have been 
too little ; it contains a well-defined conception, and it is perfectly 
intelligible. But although it is clear and considered, it is quite 
possible that it may be wrong; and that either in the way of 
being altoj^thcr irrelevant, or in that of being only a part or the 
whole truth of tlie case. This can be determined only by a 
rigorous induction of instances ; but we have already expressed 
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our opinion, along with good reasons for it, that there is yet no 
set ot observed mcts in this region of inquiry worth a single 
straw in the estimation of inflexible science. Accoi*dingly our 
task as critics is properly speaking at an end, for no more can 
be said upon the subject till some one com}>car befoi'e the public 
with an orderljrand deflnitc edifice of new observations. Hut 
we are to suppose that ghost stories are not only foinded in 
truth, as they undoubtedly are, but that the popular accounts 
of them arc circumstantially correct ; a thing wliich nobody who 
knows anything of the history of the scientific statement of the 
facts of nature will ever believe. Be it supposed, however, for 
the sake of the discussion. 

The simplest, and perhaps the most beautiful kind of the nar- 
ratives under review, is that of wraiths. Can the medical 
spectre explain the wraith 1 The ordinary manner in which the 
wraith is said to be seen is very affecting. One dies, or is killed 
by accident, or is munlercd ; and at the very hour in which his 
dissolution is transpiring, an image of him flits bol*ore some 
absent friend in anotlier city, in another country, or even in 
another quarter of the globe, who knows absolutely nothing of 
the circumstances of extremity under which the suflercr suc- 
cumbs. " 

ti Very lately,” says our modem lady-pnironess of tlio world of 
spirits, a gentlciuun living in Edinburgh, whilst sitting with his wife, 
suddenly arose from his seat, and advanced towards tlic door with his 
liand extended, as if about to welcome a visitor. On his wife’s in- 
quiring what he was about, he answered that he bad seen so-and-so 
enter the room. She had seen nobody. A day or two afterwards 
the post brought a letter announcing the death of the t)ersoii seen,” 
— Vol. i. p. 240. 

** Mr. II., an eminent artist, was walking arm in arm with a friend 
in Edinburgh, when he suddenly left him, saying, < Oh, tliere 's my 
brother ! ’ He had seen him with the utmost distinctness, hut was 
confounded by losing sight of him, without being able to as(*ertain 
whither he vanished. News came, ere long, that at that precise 
period his brother had died.” — Vol. i. p. 237. 

A Scotch minister went to visit a friend, who w'as dangerously 
ill. After sitting witli the invalid for some time, he left him»to take 
some rest, and went below. He had been reading in the library some 
little time, when on looking up, he saw the sick man standing at the 
door. ‘ God bless me,* he cried, starting up, ^ how can you be so im- 
prudent 1 * ^ The figure disappeared ; and hastening up stairs ho found 
ins friend hkd expired.** — ^P. 238. 

Such are the appearances called wraiths* They seem to steal 
along the streets, and into the freestone houses of Eldinburgfa^ as 
numerously as ^ey glide up Highland glons, and hover around 
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Highland shcilings. It is said that there is a venerable man of 
science in Great Britain, a man of European reputation, who 
never loses a friend, or even an intimate acquaintance, but he 
sees a fetch.” We never saw such a thing, nor did we ever 
hear anybody say he had ever seen one ; but eveiybody seems to 
know somebody who knows that somebody else hhs done so. In 
fact, the examples of this sort of thing which have been pub- 
lished are not few, and those which are withheld from publicity 
by the fear of enlightened opinion are quite innumerable, it 
would appear. It is upon the number of cases in truth, and on 
the complete similarity of them all, that belief in them can bo 
most securely grounded. If there were only a few instances, 
they might bo attributable by the doctrine of chances, to coin- 
cidence. It is with the aid of the conception of coincidence, in- 
deed, that Hibbert and the medical theorists explain them away. 
Nor can it be denied that, until it be known how many unsub- 
stantial images of absent friends are not coincident with the 
deaths of these friends, it cannot be demonstrated that the num- 
ber of coincidences is too great for the doctrine of chances. Tlie 
synchronism of the apparition with the hour of death is the im- 
portant point here, and it is the only one. Yet no man is in a 
condition to settle it scientifically : and it never will be settled 
until all the apparitions of absent friends, occurring during a 
given time throughout a given population, shall be collected, 
and until the number of these which were coincident with deaths 
be thereafter eliminated. The proportion of the coincidences to 
the negations will show whether the former csin be comprehend- 
ed under the doctrine of chances. Until this vast and difficult 
collection and comparison of instances be undertaken and com- 
pleted, no scientific judgment can be pronounced. Docs this 
scorn to be too great a demand of cviuence ? Let the reader 
consider the enonnous schemes of observation which are neces- 
sary to determine astronomical results. Let him remember how 
many long years of toilsome experimentation is necessary to the 
establishment of some central tact in chemistry. Yet these are 
physical subjects, and not once to be compared in intricacy with 
the occult phenomena of that manifold epitome of nature, the 
body of man. Nor would such an enterprise be hopeless if it 
wore an attainable one, for the positive number of coincident 
cases (while nothing is known concerning tlieir comparative 
number) is apparently so great as to insinuate the suspicion that 
the apparitions are actually connected with the deaths of those 
who appear. This is all that can be claimed indeed ; but we are 

S uite ibrgetting that we have agreed to consider eveiything in 
fim hartatives as if it were already proved. 
n is cleoTi then, that the present theory of sensuous illusion 
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cannot explain, For it does not embrace, the connexion of the de- 
cease of tiie absent, and sometimes very far distant person, with 
the appearance of an image of him at that very time. If the ap- 
parition of Mr. IL’s brother was a spectral illusion, why did that 
illusion come tipon the survivor at that particular time ? This 
is generally thought a triumphant question by the bc^evers in 
ghosts. But it is not so. It only shows that, on the gratuitous 
supposition that the coincidence is not mere coincidence— a sup- 
position which has been made for the sake of the argument — 
sensuous illusion is not the whole of the phenomenon. It may 
still be a part of it ; and wo shall return to this conccjition in the 
sequel ; tlie conception, namely, that wraiths, doubles and ghosts 
are all spectral illusions, combined with something else. But it is 
necessary first to discuss the popular theory of all these things, 
or rather the imaginative solvent of them, which pretends to ho 
a theory in certain high places ; for it is by no means (confined 
to the vulgar, as has already been hinted. It is even beginning 
to swagger like a young science : it is learning the use of big 
resounding words : it is arming itself with something like a tech- 
nical terininolog}’ ; and in a word we must fight it. 

The popular conception of a spirit then, as it has been more 
artistically, if not more scientifically figured by pcojJe ol’ refine- 
ment, is the following ; or rather something like it, for it is not 
easy to describe the vague and indefinite image now under con- 
sideration. It seems to be essentially dependent on the division 
of a man into three parts ; body, soul and spirit. Tliis analysis 
is almost universally made by the popular mind, and it is v(‘ry 
ancient. Professor Bush has made an elaborate induction of ail 
the anthropological language of tlic Old and New Testaments, 
and has come to tho conclusion that it is implied in the Bible. 
Guided by that induction, considering that it is tho part of tho 
Scriptures to teach the true view of the constitution of man, al- 
though astronomy, geology and medicine are beyond their pro- 
vince, and availing himself of some of the questionable results of 
modern science, that fanciful orientalist has fashioned tho pojm- 
lar notion of a numan bekig into a proposition. He represents 
tho shapeless spirit as embodied in the soul, an ethereal entity 
affecting the form of the body; and that soul, with its imlwelling 
spirit, as incarnated in the oody. Proceeding from without in* 
warfs, there is the body first, then the etherifonnsoul, and lastly 
the spirit. Wlien the eartlily house of this tabernacle, the borty, 
is dissolved by death, wc have a house with God, ^e soul of 
ether, not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. I^his un- 
fleshed, psychical frame is invisible to the ordinary eye ; but it 
is visible to some peculiar individuals, or to some pecuW itidiyi- 
doals when in a peeuliar state of nervous system ; or it is 
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tible by a supposed universal sense in them, and thence trans- 
lated into tlie visible species of that general sense : for there are 
endless refinements j^nd subtleties among those adventurous men 
who, in a thing of sheer concrete science, if ever such thing were, 
abandon the method of positive observation, and give themselves 
over to system building. 

This view, if it could only be admitted with all its suppositions 
within suppositions, laborious orient ivory sphere in sphere,’ 
would of course explain the whole night side of nature at once. 
It is the popular one invested wdth the pomp and circumstance 
of technicality. It is tliat which is implied in the pneumatology 
of Swedenborg, that greatest, purest, most accomplished and 
most philosophical of hallucinators. It is that of the somnam- 
bulists of Mesmer and his disciples. It is also that of the poets. 
English literature, to say nothing of the ancient and foreign 
muse, abounds in descriptions of this psychical configuration ; 
for wo will not call it a spiritual body, simply because it does not 
seem to find any countenance whatever in the prophecy of St. 
Paul. It is tlie legitimate child of poetry, and lying in the bosom 
of its mother, it is not without its beauty. Take Shelley’s grace- 
ful picture of the soul of lanthe, — 

Sudden arose 
lanthe’s soul ; it stood 
All beautiful in naked purity, 

The perfect semblance of its bodily frame. 

Instinct with incxpmssible beauty and grace, 

En6h stain of earthliness 
Had passed away ; it re-ossumed 
Its native dignity, and stood 
Immortal amid ruin. 

* * * ’twas a sight 

Of wonder to behold the body and the soul. 

The selfsame lineaments, the same 
Marks of identity were there ; 

Yet, oh how different ! 

It is painful to disturb this fair image, and torment it with 
all the vulgar and inexorable tests of physical science. Nor 
shall w^e do so. Let it live for ever in the consecrated home of 
the imagination. It is not this fine ethei*eal creation of the poet 
that is to be q^ucstioned ; it is the thin etheriform fabrication of 
those wdio believe in gliosts. It will be interesting to all, and 
useful to some minds to see how all the conceivable modifica- 
tions of this view can stand the scrutiny of physical and psychical 
science. 

. It i^xjry obvious then, that if these so-called ghosts or psychical 
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bodies be anything at all, they must bo either material or spirit- 
ual, unless some uiird kind of existence can be demonstrated to 
be actually in the universe. If they be material^ they must bo 
solid, liquid or gasitbrni ; or at least one of the modifications or 
combinations of these forms of matter. In truth, it is subsumed 
even by the ghost-mongers, as they are called by Archdeacon 
Hare, that they are neimer solid nor liquid, so that the gaseous 
or vaporiform sliapes are the only ones that remain for them. 
Now vapours or gases they cannot be, for these simple and irre- 
sistible reasons. Neither a gas nor a vapour can })erinanently 
bound a figure, even of the most irregular or cloudliko species, 
within our atmosphere. There is a principle of diffusion which 
forbids it. Two masses of aeriform matter cannot remain in con- ^ 
tact. Instantly one such sensible form is brought into contact 
with another, they begin to melt away into each other, Dalton 
discovered many years ago that one gas acts as a vacuum to aii- 
other, and Mr. Graham has eliminated the rate of that kind of 
mutual dissolution with his wonted precision. There is no ex- 
ception to the law ; and a most beautiful and beneficent one it 
is, for it is in virtue of it that the carbonic acid of the atmosphere 
docs not sink below the oxygen and nitrogen, like water oelow 
oil, and suffocate the organic kingdoms of nature. A man made 
of air could not consist in integrity one moment in an atmen 
sphere of any sort whatever ; and the more ethereal the thin sub- 
stance, which such a figure might be supposed to be composed 
of, the more rapidly would it evanish. Nor would the incoherent 
speculator improve his position by insinuating that there may lie, 
or even that there probably is, a finer kind of matter than even 
hydrogen, the lightest of the gases, for the ctheriforin body thus 
invented were only still more stringently subject to this great 
ordinance of the Creator. If, on the other hand, it were to be 
surmised by ^ those of the opposite faction,’ that the force of 
vital affinity may possibly raise their favourite images above the 
control of a physical rule, just as the vital force of the body of 
flesh renders it not amenable to the apparent laws of chemical 
decomposition, the new defence would oe no better than ^ a weak 
invention of the enemy.’ Organization does not defy chemical 
affinity at all. It only unites with it in the production of proxi- 
mate principles, which do not indeed exist in the mineral world, 
but the composition and constitution of which are strictly re^rula- 
ted by chemical forces and proportions. Does its vitality hinder 
a plant or an animal from being burnt to ashes? Do nel oil of 
vitriol and caustic proceed at once to destroy the stoutest organ- 
ization in the world ? Can the ))ower of life interfere wiiti a 
man’s falling with accumulating velocity to the ground, if he trip 
himself u|K>n the edge of a precipice? In one %vord, the vital 
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forces operate always in consentaneity ^nth^ never in opposition 
to the laws of chemistry and mechanics. 

Supposing these ^ erring and extravagant spirits* to be com- 
posed of spiritual substance, to use the correct nnraseology of the 
Westminster Divines, the difficulty of the gnost-lover is only 
enhanced. A part of the essential definition of spirit is the simple 
negation that it is insensible. It cannot be literally seen, else it 
is not spiritual. But our ingenious English authoress seems to 
conjecture that the spirits oi the dead have the power of invest- 
ing themselves with an ethereal body of some kind, which they 
cannot maintain for any length of time, and so it speedily vanislies. 
She appears to think that a supposition of this sort is necessary 
in order to explain the dress of the poor soul who visits the pale 
glimpses of the moon most usually, if not always, ^ in his habit 
as he lived,’ the ghost of a robe, or of a scroll of paper being too 
much of a good thing even for the eye of an enthusiast. If wo 
have understood our authoress in this, it must be said at once 
that it is nothing short of enduing a finite creature with an in- 
finite or divine power ; but the opinions in the work under re- 
view are so shadowy and intangible, except when daily human 
nature is the subject of them, that wc cannot be confident of hav- 
ing seized the meaning of our interesting opinionist in this in- 
stance. Perhaps there is meant to be expiressed, in the passages 
referred to, another conjecture, which we remember to have seen 
in an article on the Soeress of Prevorst some years ago. That 
hypothesis was to the effect that a departed spirit may have the 
power of communicating an impulse to the spirit of a livuig man, 
not through his senses, out without any bodily mediation at all, 
and that such an impulse, acting from within outwards on the 
brain and nerves of sense, might fashion a spectral illusion, which 
would in this way have its foundation in reality, although, so far 
as the eye were concerned, a sensuous illusion. This is the only 
clear thought wc have ever met on the ghostly side of the ques- 
tion. The Christian and the disciples of tliat school of thcanthro- 
pists, of which Emei'son is an excellent example, as well as all 
poets, entertain the assured belief that God works upon man 
while yet in the flesh otherwise than tlirough the senses, and 
without any corporeal mediation whatever. With all the force 
of that great truth in its favour, the difficulties in the way of ac- 
cepting this view, even as a just conception, are quite overwhelm- 
ing. In the first place, God can mould and change the creatures 
of his plight as he wills ; almighty power, au4 almighty power 
alone, exalts the possessor above law* The poor ghost must work 
in sweet consent with the laws of God, or else not^^ork at all- 
|n the second place, Qod never operates thmugh the spirit of 
Plan in the way of producing sensuous illusions, excepting of 
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course in the sense in which every iUasion, as well as evoiy reality^ 
is the work of the Divine Being ; so that the analogy is only the 
ghost of one after all. Again, a finite spirit has nd" part in 
space. Ood is eveiywhere, or rather ever^hing isNdways pre- 
sent to Him ; but everything is not present to uie finite spirit. 
The finite spirit is not everywhere. Place ciinnot be predicated 
of it, till it be re-embodied ; and it has been sliown that it is not 
re-embodied within our atmosphere. Yet the gliosts of Korner, 
Oaliagnct, and all the authors on their side of the question, in- 
fest particular places, as well as come at particular hours, and 
frighten particular people ; the people being generally eiilier 
in a visibly morbid condition, or the members of ghost-seeing 
families, the hours twilight and the witching time of nigirt, and 
the ]jlaces being houses where terrible things have some time or 
other transpired. Accordingly the subtle sup))osition we arc now 
contesting can find neither the support of a single analogy in tlie 
domain of ascending science, nor the countenance of one definite 
idea in philosophy. Experience in the other regions of human 
inquiiy, the understanding of the individual, and the common 
reason of the race, combine to disown it. Nor must it be forgotten, 
ill addition to these irreversible considerations, that the burden ox 
proving all the fantastic conjectures, which have just been ex- 
amined, lies w’ith those very inventive people who construct 
them, and those very easily contented ones who give them w^ol- 
come to their minds. 

Tlici’c has been only one otlicr view of these ghosts referred to. 
It is ])ossible, or rather it is probable, that such analysts of man 
into three elements, as Professor Bush, may maintain the oiuuion 
that there are three kinds of substance in the universe. It may 
be suggested that there exist not only matter and spirit, but a 
substance which is neither of them, it is almost implied in the 
partition of human nature into body, soul and spirit, that there 
IS such ail entity as psychical substance, the substance of which 
the supposed soul is made ; using the word substance in its |du- 
losophical sense, of course, and not in its popular one. No one, 
however, has been careful to define such a substance ; for it is 
no definition to say that a thing is not matter and not spirit. As 
the definition of matter is not that it is the negative of spirit, and 
as that of spirit is not that it is the negative of matter ; but os 
each of these two substandes has its positive qualities in addition 
to those which inhere in it as the opposite of the other, so wo 
await the affirmative definition of tins hypothetical thing. The 
question cannot be entertained till a positive definition be forth- 
coming. Yet it is needless to hold tne willing disciples of these 
discoverers in suspense ; for it is as evident as anytmng can bo 
that, be it eventually defined ami qualified os it may, tlie very 
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same objections as apjJy to the supposition of a spirit’s direct or 
indirect appearance to a bodily man^ withstand that of this conjec- 
tural frame^ composed of any conjectural psychical substance 
" whatever. It may be just as well nerliaps to sug^st to the 
young or untrained inquirer our own belief — it would sound un- 
charitably to say our certain knowledge — that the psychical 
body, or nerve-spirit, or whatever else these new scholars may 
^ clioose to name it, is nothing but the abstract conception of tlic 
jihenomenal unity or tertium-qaid^ which results from the combi- 
nation of the body and the spirit, and that solidified for the un- 
derstanding by the fancy. It is like tlie ])liIogiston of the old 
chemists, a fictitious thing endoweil with incredible no-properties ; 
it is like the caloric of me new ones, a supposititious substance 
invested with qualities the most unsubstantial. Nascent science 
is prone to the suffiction of entities where entities are not re- 
quired ; but popular opinion is incomparably more so, and espe- 
cially the opinion of people possessed of more sensibility than judg- 
ment. It IS particularly to the purpose, also, in the present in- 
stance, to observe tliat the most judicious are apt to be bribed into 
inconsequence when the heart is retained on the side of nonsense 
in the Cfourt of Common Pleas. Our English writer, for examj>lc, 
is enamoured of her revenants and restonts, because they convey 
tlie dear assurance of a world to come to her soul : The purpose 
of the Night Side of Nature is the conveyance of that blessed con- 
viction to other minds. The motive princijde of all her sedulity 
and eloquence is a highly honourable one, but it is mistaken. 
He who S])ake as never man spake teaches in another way : ‘ If 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded though one rose frem t|ie dead.’ We trust, however, 
that our interesting enthusiast is really accustomed to rest 
her hope of immortmity on grounds which are deeper and more 
immovable than these phenomenal and outward snows. Many 
people, and es]>ccially women, believe the great doctrines of 
numanity in the right way, while they argue tor their belief in a 
wrung one. Like children, soft and true, they stand as firmly 
on the mround as they need to do, although they know nothing 
of the mw of gravitation. 

What then is to be said about all these strange stories, drawn 
from the three greatest countries in Europe ? Kejccting the spec- 
tre-theory as insufficient, always assuming for the sake of discus- 
sion that there are no fallacies of narration about them ; and dis- 
missing the ghosMlieory as incoherent, lyhere shall one find a 
dlue to the perplexity) Wisdom unites with the past histoxy of 
scienC/O to warn the investigator against premature hypothesis. 
The facts must first be detorynined with exiierimentaf severity, 
and then co-ordinated with the slow care of tlie naturalist, before 
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tlie (lyiianiics of tlic inquiry can ho approached witli liopc. The 
world imist learn to wait. It waited four tliousand years for 
Ke])ler and Ihicon, and still longer for Dalton and Kant ; and 
neither the scientific nor the philosophical spirit of the juvsent 
age is nearly ready to eliminate the secret ])roeess of these won- 
derful phenomena. We are serious, for it is a grave suhjiH l. 
There are things related simply, soberly, and with great show of 
e\iJence, in the three works now before us, which the ingenuous 
mind cannot dismiss with either a smile or a sjieer ; which the 
man of science can neither exidain, nor explain away ; w hiidi the 
])hilos()])her can no more deduce from his ideas than he (‘an as- 
similate them \vilh his system. 

The Seeress of Prevorst has been long before the (ierinan 
public, and is Avritten byilustinus Kerner, a j)ainstaking l»hy- 
sician, a lyric poet, somewhat of an idealist in ])hiloso|>hy, and 
a ])ious Christian of the evangelical school. It was introduced 
to the Ih-itish reader a few years ago by an KngHsh genth*- 
woman, widely re])uted for lier novels of remorselessly real 
life, at that time a thorough realist in phil()so])liy, and a j)erson 
whose goodness has never assumed the form which is ordi- 
narily called l)iety at all. Kerner is a good, lionest, leariuul 
soul ; oi‘ a considerably attenuated constitution of mind, but 
])()ssessed of a lieart overflowing with love and couragi*. Jlis 
translator, on the other hand, is one of the shrewdest of women, 
RMiiarkablo for common sense in common things, and ju’one to 
naturalism, even now tliat she has donned a little mysticism, and 
b('come the authoress of the Night Side of Nature. Vet the 
lyrical physician of Weinsberg and tlui English novelist do 
touch one another at several points of their respective charactci’s. 
'J'licy are both independent of every earthly (Consideration l)ut 
their (‘onvictions of the truth. They are equally eager for tlu* 
investigation of any new^ fuels, in how^ questionable a guise so- 
cvei‘ they may come, which may perhaps let in some iiMU'e light 
upon the darkness by whicli they both feel, although standing in 
such dilfereiit points of view, the mystery of life to be cncom- 
])assed. In fine, they both love the w ondeiVul. As for the work 
itself it is by no means an easy task to give an account of its 
ermtents. It is the detail of a multitude of singular phenomeua 
dis|)layed during vears of suft'ering, evidently from some radical 
derangement of tfie whole nervous system, Ijy Frederica Haiift'e, 
a native (»f Prevorst in the Highlands of Wirtemberg! It is l>ea(lcd 
with numerous citations from Plato, Van Ilelmont, Schilling, 
Knneinoser, Eschenniayer, Buhm, Swedenborg and otlier dis- 
tinguished mystics in philosophy and tlieology. The story of 
the jioor creature appears at first sight to countenance the reality 
()f many things, wdiich the i)ositive science of modern ha$ 

VOL. IX. NO. win. i 



412 


Ghosts and Ghost-seers, 


either swept away, or explained upon well known natural prin- 
cif)les. Tlie seercss was visited by presentiments which seemed 
to be subsequently verified; she had dreams which were ap- 
j>arently fulfilled ; she saw into the human frame, describing the 
nerves of the body, and ])rescribing for herself and others with 
something like success ; and she drew without instruments the 
most accurate and complicated of spherical diagrams in order to 
c.qiress some of her unique experiences. She was attended by a 
guardian sjiirit, who solaced, guided and protected her ; having 
ministered so particularly to the down-smitten patient as to with- 
draw hurtful objects from her neighbourhood. The law of 
gravity was suspended in her favour, and it was in vain that her 
attendants attempted to keep her under water. In addition to 
all these marvels she sang extempore hymns and spoke in un- 
known tongues. In a word, the whole case as stated by Kerncr, 
involves the reality of prophetic dreams, amulets, the swimming 
of witches, the apparition of departed spirits, a possible com- 
munion on the part of men with the innermost secrets of inorganic 
nature, and the gift of tongues. But above all, the seeress re- 
vealed, and Kerner believes, that the world of spirits is inter- 
ditliised through the one wc inhabit. She conferred with angels, 
saints and avoIuI sfdrits face to face. 

Our readers will smile at all this ; and so do we, but it is not 
with disdain. It is with eager curiosity to know the real mean- 
ing of such things. This is not the first nor the fiftieth instance 
of this sort of narration. M. Caiiagnet\s is a work of 

tlic same kind ; and he seems to be an ingenuous creature tor), 
bch)nging to the French or rather the Parisian school of scientific 
mystics, as Kerner is a disciple of the German school of philoso- 
]>hical ones ; using the substantive term not in its old Greek 
meaning, but in its new sinister signification. The authoress of 
the Night Side is a great accession to the cause of Kerner and 
Cahagnet. She has famished the most readable book of 
the three. Although all the speculative portions of the work 
arc sim]dy incoherent, the religious and moral observations in it 
are frerjuently excellent, and all the narrative is first-rate. Its 
merits in the last respect will scciu’e it a very large number of 
readers. Such is this segment of the literature of angclology. 
There has been no need of making extracts from it, for really 
everybody know^s the sort of things which are woven into stories 
of ghosts, doubles and haunted houses, so that these books will 
replenish the memory quite as much as they w ill occupy the 
attention. 

Although, how'ever, it is not easy, nor jierhaps jiossiblc to pro- 
pose a rationale, which should reduce the chaos of this physio- 
}>syc{]^ological department of inquiry to order and intelligibility, 
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it may not be so cllfficiilt to indicate the directions in which li^ht 
is likely to arise upon it. As the subject is distinctly of* a two- 
fold character, and lies in the twilight rather than in the night 
of nature, there are two quarters on which the investigator must 
bend his cautious eye. There is the fact of sensuous illusion, 
not necessarily confined to the sense of sight, but extended to 
those of hearing, and even of touch, which is manifestly never 
absent in these phenomena ; and there is the unknown fact or 
ju’ocess, whicli initiates such more than ordinary illusions, and 
renders tliein so specific and determinate that they arc sometimes 
))rcscntimental, sometimes representative, and sometimes retro- 
spective of actual future, distant or past persons. It is not im- 
))ossible tliat the unknown (juantity in tlie equation is to be found 
in tlic region of nervous synipatliy. The cloetrinc of sym[)atliy 
and antipathy has fallen into too much neglect among the regulars 
of science. It feels too mystical for the sensuous and numerical 
s|)irit of the present stage of ])ositive research, a sj)irit so statical 
and even gross, that it is remarkable to find that no one has jn*o- 
p(»sed tlie supposition that tlie force of gravitation is a ik'w iin- 
])()nderable ! ‘This too, too solid fiesh,’ is impeding the «K»velop- 
nu*nt of (hose more dynamical notions of nature, which have 
notwitlistanding ))egun to germinate within the inon* logi(‘aI 
iniiuls of tin* time, 'flio notion of one nervous system acting 
upon another one at a distance, or otherwise than through the 
five senses, is lianlly aflinitted in these days. Yet Haeon mtt only 
believed in such a tiling, but proposed exjieriments to limit and 
determine its results. That great clear-seer, we renii'inher, 
suggests among other things that two lovers should record all 
the critical movements transpiring within them during a time of 
separation, and afterwards coiTi|)are their notes and dates with 
the view of discovering whether they seemed to have bet'ii 
affected hy one another. It is unfortunate for this jirojiosal that 
the fact of conscious observation of one’s self is the death of true 
emotion ; and it is little short of monstrous to think of a soft 
sjiontaneous woman, her heart almost in pain with budding hopes, 
with her note-book on the jiillow beside her wakeful little head, 
to write down the minute, hour and day of this tender agitation, 
and of that, in the radiance of a rush-light 1 But the liuconiaii 
or scientific apprehension of the physio-psychological relation 
between absent friends is not necessarily ausurd. 

If some great catastrophe were to take place witliin the limit 
of the sun, the shock would be communicated to the earth, which 
would answer the appeal to its gravitative and other cosrnical sym- 
pathies. But what if sun and earth had been n pair of palpitating, 
mobile, vibrant nervous systems, the organs of sensations that 
stretch through countless solar systems and many a firm|^nt, 
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the ministers of ^ thoughts that wander through eternity,’ the 
vehicles of emotions that embrace Almighty God? — Nor is the 
application of this illustration to the wraith, to take the least 
complicated case of ghost-seeing, very far-fetched. The brother 
of Mr. H. is dying, the last great change is passing over his 
frame, it is being shaken into the dust again. The excellent 
painter, a man of the most tremulous sensibility, unweeting of 
the dire catastrophe that is rocking the fraternal nervous system 
to the centre, is yet interiorly and secretly commoved by the 
event ; but he docs not understand or even observe the latent 
trouble of his marrow, until it throw itself down upon the eye as 
a ^)ectrc, and he exclaims, ^There’s my brother!’ It is more 
dimcult indeed to put this construction upon the stories of 
haunted houses, and some of the other curiosities of literature, 
which arc faithfully narrated by our German, French and Eng- 
lish authors. Nor is it either necessary or advisable to do so, 
for we have no theory to support ; even in the instance of tlie 
wraith we arc but sceptics in tlie sense of being eonsiderers ; and 
it w^as our present purpose to do no more than ofier a hint to 
minds more incjuisitive than our own. As to the ultimate solu- 
tion of the question, it is at all events our assured belief that it 
will never be effected until some great and comprehensive medi- 
cal ]:)sychologist, not of the merely phrenological, not of the 
purely psychological, but of the physio-psycliological school, 
shall devote a lifetime to its investigation, A lucid thinker like 
Feuchterleben, with equally vast stores of information, equally 
Catholic canons of criticism, and equally enormous learning, but 
with more originality of spirit, with more of that })oetic (juality 
by which all great discoverers have been notoriously distinguished 
from the erudite artisans and the busy dilettants of science, with 
more imaginative insight, would find this sphere of research full 
of noble results. So extensive and ])erplexcd indeed is the whole 
subject, that the union of tw^o energetic researchers, one of them 
a physiologist, the other a philosopher, and both psychologists, 
a ])air of men like Reil and Honbauer, would render us still 
more sanguine of the speedy clearing up of the mystery. At all 
events, it is with students like these alone that we are willing to 
leave the inquiry ; and we do so with hope. 

There is one conclusion, however, to which the wisely sceptical 
student of ghosts, spectres, prophetic dreams, presentiments, clear- 
seeing, and the like, may come without waiting a single day 
longer ; and it is one of such urgent importance, in our opinion, 
as to demand immediate attention. If morbid sensibility renders 
the connexion between a human nervous system and nature, as 
well as betwixt one nervous system and anotlier, so delicate, 
aeuifkhig and fiu*-cxtending, w'liat would be the results to the 
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individual, and tlio race, if there prevailed throughout society a 
pure, wholesome and natural susceptibility to every kind of 
physical impressions? For surely no one will deny that man is 
still very far from the realization of his ideal condition, lie does 
not fulfil the law of his nature. He is nowhere perfect in his 
kind, in the manner and degree in which, for example, the 
wing-footed red-deer of the Scottish Highlands, or those whirl- 
winds of unmounted cavalry that sweep the plains of South 
America, or the self-relying lion of Zaliara is perfect, each in its 
kind. Even the daisy, or our still more favourite flower, the 
blue-eyed speedwell, is enabled to show forth all its little capa- 
bilities, and it is complete; but man is neither what ho should 
be, nor wliat he shall become. To speak only of the lower in- 
gredient of his constitution, it appears that his very nervous 
system does not habitually attain to anything like a free and a 
full manifestation of the wondrous properties lying latent within 
its round. All men, considered merely as so many cerebro-spinal 
axes, arc maimed and defective. They all want something that 
belongs to tliem. Like Harry Bertram in the llomance of (Juy 
Mannering, they do not know the fields that are their own, tlujir 
ancestral rights, nor yet the small voice of nature that stirs their 
hearts into remembrance. Nor is there any room for wonder ! 
Think of the enormous amount of hereditary, chronic, and lurk- 
ing disease in the world. Consider the vast consumption of tea, 
coffee, alcohol, tobacco and opium ; remembering that the taste 
for all of these drugs has actually to be acejuired, even by other- 
wise unnatural creatures like the men and women of the present 
day, and that taste is therefore not congenial with the paradisaic 
instincts of ideal man. Examine the very meats which the 
flaccid genius of dyspepsy has invented. Count tho hundred 
s[)ices and impurities by which the fine edge of ordinary sensi- 
bility is blunted and torn, Kecollcct the extent to which night 
is universally turned into day. Take particular notice of tho 
excessive and exclusive cultivation of the mere muscle of tho 
body in one class of people, of the mere stomach and lungs in 
another, of the mere nerves of superficial and sentimental sen- 
sibility in a third, and of the mere miserable brain in a fourth 
one, and so forth. Think, in fine, of evciything in the daily life 
of Europe that is calculated, if not intended, to thrust man out 
of harmony with all the finer movements of nature on the one 
side, and of his own unfathomable soul on the other. Nor can 
anybo<ly claim exemption from tho rule. Be one ever so whole- 
some in physical living, ever so virtuous in moral conduct, and 
ever so generally cultivated in mind, it will avail him only a 
little ; but that excellent little is worth a world of self-denial. 
The disorder, the dnlness, and the j»crversion of the sen* 
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sibilities of the frame are distributed through the whole race by 
marriage, as well as by example and consent. Civilized lan- 
guage contains at least one significant indication of the fact. 
When there appears among men a person of extraordinary sen- 
sibility to the more sacred influences of that temple of nature, 
in which they are changing money more than serving like priests, 
they call him a genius, leave him to shift as he can, and let pos- 
terity discover that he was the most genuine man of them all. 
Aye, and so bad is the horrid imbroglio of custom, that no 
sooner does a soul come into the world jn such an organization, 
than he is entangled in the habits of society, and, falling from a 
greater height, he frequently sinks lower than the lowest. 

Everybody knows, of course, that a more penetrating and better 
tuned sensibility is only one of the co-efficients of genius ; it is 
the immeasurably, and even the incalculably inferior of the two ; 
but it is the only circumstance of creative power over which 
anybody has daily control. Let it then be seen to. There is 
no saying what a few ages of simplicity and equable culture may 
effect. That eloquent analyst Isaac Taylor has shown how 
greatly the mere exaltation of the present qualities of the ner- 
vous system of man would add to the felicities of the intellectual 
and emotional life in Heaven. It is more to the purpose to assert 
it will do the same on eaith. It will bring him closer to the 
heart of nature. It will extend, deepen* and ennoble his whole 
being. It will gradually restore him to his abdicated sovert‘ignty 
over creation. It is therefoi’e the duty of all men to work, in- 
dividually and together, towards this consummation among others 
— namely, the immediate attainment of as liigh a strain as possible 
of physical purity. There are indeed things of higher value, but 
this IS at once the most substantial and Hie most becoming of 
foundations, for the erection of every grace that is more excellent 
still. Nor are we unwilling to avow our conviction that a far- 
spreading and thoroujyh reformation of this sort, is destined to 
appi'ove Itself as one of the signs of a thorough and far-spreading 
millennium. 
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Art. VI. — 1. Vie et Portrait de Pie IX. Par F^lix Clavk. 
1 vol. 8vo. Paris, 1848. 

2. Rome et Pie IX. Par Alphonse Balleydieb. 1 vol. 8vo. 

Paris, 1847. 

8. Notizie per Vanno mdoccxlvii. 1 vol. 12mo. lioma, 1847. 

On no spot of earth has so much been written as on Romo. 
Republican, imperial, pontifical Rome, has ever been a centre of 
interest to the nations of the civilized world. An object of 
affection or of hatred, of veneration or of fear, she lias at no 
time ceased to occupy a large share of the thoughts and s[>ecu]a- 
tions of mankind. Nor, though long since fallen from her high 
estate, does she even yet fail to command an extraordinary por- 
tion of interest and attention. From the midst of the busy life 
of active and vigorous northern cities, men have found leisure to 
look out at the ancient mother of civilisation, as she has sat 
in these latter days in drivelling dotage on her seven hills, amid 
the silence and immobility of aesolation. But so entirely has 
she apT>eared to appertain to a past order of things — so wholly 
severed from the progressive movement of the nations, whose life 
is the life of this nineteenth century — so remote from them in 
ideas, manners, and habits, that the world seems long since to 
have ceased to regard her as a society of living men — a body 
politic, possessed in some sort of establishments, interests, institu- 
tions, government, and all that makes one social system an ob- 
ject of interesting observation and inquiry to another. Our tra- 
vellers and tourists, whose name is Legion, throng thither, and 
return to tell what they have seen, and to write books upon 
books, ever fresh books, on liome. But none ever dream of 
telling us aught of the social and economical condition of the 
hundred and eighty thousand human beings who, somehow or 
other, do breathe and live amid the squalor and wretchedness of 
those crumbling old walls. Our countrymen visit Rome, look at 
it, and write of it, as if it^were only a museum. It is for thorn a 
collection of antiquities and objects of art merely. They discuss 
its ruins, rapturize over its statues, bask in its sunshine, criticise its 
pictures, stare a little at its Church ceremonies — and this is all. 

But the mighty sound of the onward movement of tlie na- 
tions, rushing ever faster and faster along their path of civili- 
sation, has at len^h startled the aged mother from her slum- 
bers. Effete old Romo has essayed to raise her palsied head, 
has gazed forth once more into tl^e world, and has shaken her- 
self ftom her drowsy rest. Ay, and powerless, fallen as she is, 
the rustling of that once mighty form has stirr^ the stil^mofi^ 
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pliere of Italian life from the Alps to Calabria, and waked an 
echo audible in the remotest recesses of the civilized world. 
Mankind has been startled at the unexpected phenomenon. It 
is as if a skeleton had rattled its dry bones against its cofBn 
planks. Historians had closed the volume of her story — had 
written their finis,” and spoke of her in the past tense. Singers 
had sung that she never should rise!” And lo ! Borne is still 
alive, is striving to arise, and would fain essay to walk. 

Surely a spectacle strange and interesting! Men, looking 
more closely, see that in truth it is a living city. Crawling 
about in unquiet, suffering restlessness its thousands may be 
descried amid the fetid heap of squalid ruins which once were 
Koine. Nay, they seem to begin to try to express thoughts and 
utter words, which they must nave overheard us use, even while 
we thought that they were all gone dead. Assuredly a most inter- 
esting and curious subject of observation ! Henceforward other 
matters than Coliseum, Belvedere Apollo, and fresco paintings, 
will be heard of at Koine and from Kome. Let us endeavour, 
then, to shape forth for English readers some sort of general 
idea of what this poor old venerable Kome is doing and trying to 
do — and yet more, what will have to be done there, if, indeed, 
she is ever to arise and march on the path of civilisation. 

What Rome, her ruler and her people have recently been 
striving to do does not indeed need to be now told by us. But 
for the just appreciation and comprehension of this, and far more 
notably for tlie appreciation of tne work that yet lies before her 
to do, and of the means and difficulties of doing it, some know- 
ledge of w hat Kome is becomes necessary. Some more or less 
definite notion of the social and economical condition of tliose 
hundred and eighty thousand individuals, and of themselves, 
their qualities and capabilities, would seem desirable to such as 
take an interest in the resuscitation of that wonderful old city. 
And this is precisely what none have ever supplied, and none 
apparently have ever demanded. Both a cause and a consequence 
of this neglect and apathy is to be found in the exceeding diffi- 
culty of obtaining any such adequate information. For many 
years publicity of any sort has been most carefully shunned by the 
rulers of the eternal city. Every administration, every institu- 
tion, every branch of tne public service has been scrupulously 
veiled from the scrutiny of the vulgar eye. The broad light of 
day has been excluded with the utmost jealousy from the secret 
chambers, where those lovers of darkness who held in their feeble 
and trembling hands the thread of Roman destinies conducted 
the operations of their rule. 

And in some sense th^ were wise in their generation, these 
phi]4sen of darkness. Successive generations of childless old 
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men, each {lersonally needing the duration of the crazy edifice 
but for a few years at most, hare contrived to pi'cserve the roof 
over their heads, and to keep the worn-out machine at work 
longer than those who observeu the outward manifestations of its 
internal rottenness could have suppoSIbd possible. For such out- 
ward manifestations have been man^, unmistakable, and ever- 
increasing. Great were the efforts of old Mother Church to con- 
ceal the cancerous sores which were consuming the vitals of tliat 
temporal dominion which constitutes her body. Of those which 
afflict her spiritual existence — the soul of that body — wo have 
no intention of speaking now, except as it may be necessary to 
refer to them as influencing the temporal condition of her j^eoplc, 
C^arefully has the old soiled threadbare and torn mantle of 
outward decency been patched, and pulled, and pinned, and even 
readjusted with new dizening of cheap coarse lace over its most 
ragged parts, in the hope of hiding from all eyes the hopeless 
state of incurable disease within. For hopeless it must surely 
have long since appeared to any who might have cared to ho])e 
more than that their own end might arrive before that of the 
system under which they had grown old. 

And yet one has at length come who docs hope something 
more than this. A ruler has ascended the Papal throne who has 
dared to look steadfastly at the ruinous slate of the crumbling 
edifice around him ; nay more, wdio has dared to let in tlie light 
and the gazing of profane eyes on the secret wretchedness so long 
concealed; and, greatest daring of all, who has absolutely ven- 
tured to put forth his hand to the tottering fabric — who has 
thought of repairing instead of propping, of renewing instead of 
patching, of cleansing the accumulated filth instead of thrusting 
it out of sight. — Yes, greatest daring of all, assuredly I for there 
is a stage in the progress of ruin at which the attempt to repair 
is fraught with greater, or at least with more immediate danger 
than the undisturbed operation of decay. Many an ancient w all, 
or mere mass of crumbling dust, will for years retain its form 
and coherence by the inert force of its own weight, and bound 
together by the ramifications of that very same abusive ivy whose 
growth has ruined it, when the slightest touch of the masoifs 
repairing hand would bring the whole mass to the ground. 

That such and so dangerous is the wwk of repair on which 
the Ninth Pius is now engaged, none, who have even a super- 
ficial knowledge of Kome and its government, will be inclined 
to doubt. It is the attempt of a courageous man, and of, we 
would hope, an upright ruler. It is a well-nigh desperate effort, 
the generous nobleness of which all must admire and applaud, 
and which must to a certain point command all good men’s 
wishes for its success. 
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And now to attempt some appreciation of the chances of suc- 
cess whicli may attend this arduous undertaking, it must be, in 
the first place, remembered that in all such cases of reparation 
the principal difficulty presented to the judgment lies in the 
question — -What of the old shall bo abandoned, destroyed, re- 
moved — and what preserved ? Herein lies the difficulty and the 
danger ; for we know how dangerous is the attempt to mend 
old garments with new cloth ; we know the result that is likely 
to come about. What portion, then, of the once mighty system 
of the Papal Government, the progressive work of so many cen- 
turies of well-sustained endeavour, and the labours of so many 
pontiffs — of that system constructed to grasp a world, but now 
strangling an enfeebled province T)y the unexpanding narrowness 
of its clutch, — what portion of this may Home’s reforming ruler 
venture to retain'^ l^uly, no simple or easy question to the 
most unshackled mind ; but to a true priest of Rome’s Church, 
born beneath lier wing, bred under her teaching — to a Pope 
honestly conscientious to do a Pope’s duty, what a question ! 
How fearful I how tremendous ! 

And such a Pope we believe, not without good grounds for 
our conviction, Pius the Ninth to be. We believe him to be a 
true nriost and sincere pontiff. It has been often asserted, not 
only by his enemies but by his admirers, that he is otherwise. 
It has been believed and hoped by some friends to the progres- 
sive movement in Italy — lovers of expediency rather than of 
truth — that Pius is no sincere wcll-wisner to the Papacy ; that 
he speaks a small portion of his thought only ; that he intends 
the destruction of the fabric he pretends to repair ; and that he 
well knows that such must be the ultimate effect of the steps he 
has already taken. We are well convinced that such is not the 
case. We are thoroughly persuaded that those who think thus 
are as mistaken in fact as they are, in our opinion, wrong in 
principle. Whatever hopes or wishes we may nourish with re- 

S rd to the future fate of Italy and of Rome, we would far rather 
dt her destinies should be entrusted to honest hands. We 
have the strong conviction that no good thing can be produced 
by an acted or spoken falsehood. As long, then, as it must needs 
be that the same hand should grasp the crozier and the sceptre, 
we prefer that the priest-king should bo at least an honest man. 
And if the incompatibilities of his position should bring about 
that other events than such as he professes to look for as the re- 
sult of his acts should arise from them, we may rejoice in the 
fallaciousness of the })olitician’s provisions, while we can still re- 
spect and esteem the man. 

We must conceive him, then, coming to the decision of the 
monifsptous question above stat^, as a true and earnest Pope^ 
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father and protector of the Catholic Church in its spiritualities 
and its temporalities. It is a mnuine successor of the best of 
the Gregories and Innocents mio has now to judge what por- 
tions of their work can be preserved, and what, for the sake of 
the vital preservation of tne whole, must be replaced by new 
constructions. 

With a view of enabling our readers to form some notion of 
wliat their judgment on such a question must be, and of the issue 
which events are likely to shape for themselves, wc w411 endea- 
vour to picture to them some of the moi*o manifest results of 
Paj)al Government, as they exhibit themselves to every observer. 

()n crossing the frontier line between Tuscany and the Itomnii 
States, near A(juanendente, the ohangc in the general aspect of 
the people, the villages, and the entire country, is such as to 
strike the most unobservant traveller. A general air of careless 
negligence and ill-conditioned dilapidation prevails. The fiehls 
look ill-cultivated, the inhabitants ragged, and their Imbitations 
on the verge of ruin. The traveller's carriage is stopped in front 
of df wretched tumble-down hovel some few hundred yards be- 
yond the bridgeless stream which forms the boundary of the two 
States. It is the Papal Custom-house and Police-station, the 
first visible manifestation to the northern traveller of the work- 
ing of that system whose ^‘magni nominis umbra” 1ms over- 
shadow’cd Europe for so many centuries. Ex pede Ilerculem ! ” 
The genuine characteristics of Papal rule are visible enough in 
this extremity of the abortion. A number of soldiers — ilirty, 
slovenly, and listless — are lounging in front of a dilapidated 
building, whose broken brick-wall bears a shield witli the Papal 
arms, and the words Carabinieri Pontificii.” Some are smok- 
ing, some sleeping, some basking in the sun, without energy 
sufficient even to converse with each other. Adjoining the lair 
of these l^ontiiiciai Carabineers is that of another horde of otK- 
cials, the Custom-house officers — like their military neighbours, 
dirty, lazy,, preposterously numerous, corrupt, and inefficient. 
The former are useless for the repression of crime, and the latter 
equally valueless for the prevention of cimtraband trading. 
Either set of drones feed like parasitical vermin on the vitals of 
the wretched country whose substance they exhaust, and serve 
but to increase the monstrous amount of unproductive population 
wliich throughout the Roman States crushes the productive 
classes beneath its weight. 

But the frontier is not left behind without still further illus- 
trations of tlie eftects of Papal rule. The regime of privilege is 
shown in full action. A peasant arrives at me barrier with his 
yoke of oxen and a load of nrodoce. His time is bis only pos- 
session^ and the hour which oe will have to h>se at the 
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is, one would have thought, already grievous enough. But im- 
mediately after him a vetturino,^* with a carriage full of travel- 
lers, drives up. Forthwith the first comer — the peasant — is put 
on one side ; and the examination of the travellers’ baggage — 
another hour’s work — is about to commence, when the craclking 
of postilion’s whips is heard, and a carriage, drawn by post- 
horses, makes its appearance. The vetturino travellers must now 
yield in their turn, and the poor peasant’s may be considered in- 
definitely postponed ; for it is likely enough that before the post- 
ing-carriage and the Tetturino have been disposed of, (though the 
first by means of a bribe will not be detained long,) some other 
vehicle privileged to pass before him may come up. One great 
evil of injustice is the rage and heartburning it produces in the 
victim of it ; but this, it must be owned, does not exist in the 
case under our consideration. Wrong done to the moral sense, 
like injury done to the physical frame, becomes by continuance 
less poignantly felt. The one and the other alike become callous. 
Nature finds in insensibility an alleviation for that which would 
otherwise be intolerable. But not the less is the victim in efther 
case injured and degraded, and the amount of his insensibility to 
the injury will be the measure of the permanent mischief inflicted 
on the corporal or moral organization. The peasant in the above 
case feels no indignation, no impatience, no ill-temper. The 
course of things described is that which he has been used to all 
his life. It is to him as the order of nature ; and he would as 
soon think of complaining of the wind or the rain. But on all 
occasions an Italian is the most patient creature in the world ; 
he is never in a hurry, never objects to wait any given time, and 
never scruples to ask another to wait an hour or two, as easily 
as an Englishman would beg for a minute. They set no value 
on time, simply because it is of little use to them. 

Well 1 the frontier is at last passed, and after traversing a few 
miles of road very strikingly w’orse than that on the Tuscan side 
of the boundary, the traveller with much difficulty and some dan- 
ger, is dragged up the hill of Aejuapendente. A worse hill in a 
great high road it is hardly possible to conceive. So it was con- 
structed"^ ages ago ; and so lias all the traffic between Florence 
and liome jiassed over it for many generations. That it might 
easily be improved appears never to have entered into the head 
of any one during all this time. The Diligence, which travels 
this road — the sole and privileged one of course — takes about 48 
hours to accomjdish the jouniey of less than 200 miles, and is 
drawn by from two to fourteen horses or oxen, according to the 
exigencies of the road. The mail, which traverses the same road, is 
constantly several hours bebimlband ; but nobody dreams of com- 
plaiiiiiig, and still less does anybody dream of mending the road* 



123 


Real Condition of Roine. 

The top of the hill, however, is at length reached, and the tra- 
veller enters the first town of the Papal States. Let him come 
from what country he may, unless it be from Ireland, he must, 
w^e think, bo astonished and dismayed at the s(|ualid misery, 
dilapidation, min and filth, which i)resents itself to his eyes on 
all sides. The appearance of the streets, the buildings, the shops — 
if such they can be called — the population of all ages and classes, 
all speak the same tale of wretchedness and degradation. The 
remainder of the journey repeats the same eloquent lesson at 
every mile of its eourse. The moral as))ect of things — (whicdi 
may however be always inferred with tolerable accuracy from the 
external manifestations of physical wellbeing or the reverse) — 
as far as may bo judged from the few little indications which fall 
under the notice of an observant traveller, is in complete ac- 
cordance with the rest of the picture. Fraud, falsehood, and 
mendicity force themselves on the notice of the least observant. 

At length the stranger stands before the gate of Uoine. It is 
an epoch in the life of the most unimaginative — that first en- 
trance into the ancient mother of so much civilisation and of wj 
much barbarism — that eternal city wdiich mankind has so much 
cause to bless and so much to curse ! And here we must quit 
the course of the ordinary traveller, if we would form nuy idea 
of the real condition of Rome. The tourist, w’ra)>])ed in an 
ecstasy of imaginative pleasure, full of all the miglity host of 
classical and medieval recollections and associations, })asscs 
througli the handsome and tolerably clean, because almost unin- 
habited, Piazzo del l*opolo, gazes up at the magnificent terrace 
of the Pinciaii on his left hand, and reaches his splendid hotel in 
the Via liabuino, charmed with his first impressions of ‘Mhe 
eternal city,” and disaj)pointed in nothing save in nut ha\ing 
heard a picturesque group of peasants singing under the walls, 

Aoma, liomuj Romuy non e piu come era prima,^^ 

Let us, however, not confine ourselves to those parts of the 
town frequented ordinarily by the English and other strangers. 
Let us penetrate the mass of buildings between Santa Maria 
Maggiore and the Coliseum ; let us visit the Trastevere ; abo\'e 
all, let us venture into the reeking mass of abomination situated 
between the capitol, the Famese Palace, and the Tiber. The 
constant state ot the streets is such as to make it niar\'ellous that 
typhus and an hundred other forms of filth-bred disease do not 
sweep off the miserable population. Drainage appears to be un- 
known. The very commonest decencies of life are wholly disre- 
^ded. The stench is insupportable. It lias occurred to ourselves, 
incredible as the statement may appear, to have observed the re- 
mains of a dead sheep suffered to he in the same 6[>ot in one of the 
streets of Rome, and to poison all the surixiuiiding atmosphen^with 
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ito decay and putridity for more than ten days. We have also, and 
that frequently, observed the dead bodies of cats and dogs lying 
in the same spots for days together. The appearance of the po- 
pulation in the streets matches well with that of their dwellings — 
sonlid, ragged, unhealthy looking creatures are sauntering in the 
shade, or basking in the sunshine ; or if occupied in some kind of 
labour, are so performing it as to spread out the fair toil of an 
hour over half a day. 

Such is the physical aspect of mighty Rome I Its moral features 
are of course not so plainly visible or easily appreciable ; they can 
only be judged of by the occasional specimens whicli chance may 
aflbrd an observer in his conversation and dealings with tlie 
])Cople ; but if these be fairly estimated, they may be deemed 
tolerably accurate exponents of the entire truth ; and tliat truth 
we conscientiously believe to be — that the whole body of society, 
from the highest to the lowest grade in the social scale, is alto- 
gether corrupt and vitiated. We do not put forth a conclusion 
so sweeping, a conviction so painful, unadvisedly or lightly. We 
are not unmindful of the danger of forming general conclusions 
from particular instances. We are aware that the portion of 
any society which a traveller most readily meets with is very 
generally the worst part of it; but every a priori considc?*ntion 
would lead to the persuasion that the moral condition of the 
people of Home mmt be that which the most careful observation 
shews in fact that it is. It is not that villany, fraud, and vice 
abound ; alas ! where do they not t It is, that shame is dead ; it 
is that the moral sense has perished ; it is that that whicli is vile 
has ceased to be hated as such, even by those whose better in- 
stincts, superior prudence, or lesser temptation, have saved them 
from themselves becoming so. These are the true and unerring 
tests of a corruption and degradation which has infected the 
entire social body, and so entered into the diseased system as to 
render hopeless all cure short of thorough renovation. 

The w ealthy proprietor of a palazzo in the Corso, by moans of 
assertions apparently the most in^^nuous, induces an English 
family to sign a lease without reauiring that certain stipulations 
should be inserted therein formally. On the morrow the pro- 
mises are violated, and the assertions proved to be wholly and 
wilfully false. The Homan gentleman, who has committed this 
act of swindling, on being applied to in amazement by his dupes, 
replies with the utmost tranquillity, that no assertions or agree- 
ments that are unwritten are worth anything. 

A respectable ” tradesman uses false weights neai*ly to the 
extent of ensuring a diminution of cent, per cent, in the quantity 
of goods furnished. The tribunals are applied to ; but as the 
amoiuit in each case is small, the magistrateB and lawyers cannot 
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be made to comprehend why a complainant should pvo himself 
and them more trouble than the amount of the fraud was worth. 
Hut the robbery of a shilling, it is urged on their attention, is as 
much robbery as that of a million ; the man is dishonest, and 
ought to be exposed and punished. No I they can conceive no 
other reason wliy such a complaint should be made than with 
the view of recovering that which the complainant has lost. No 
man expects to be trusted. None is in any way oflended that 
the most minute and humiliating precautions agjiinst his pre- 
sumed dishonesty should be openly and avowedly taken. 

If we turn our view on the more immediate manifestations of 
the .action of Government, the few peeps which the rents in the 
curtain of ofKcial mystery — rather than any properly provided 
publicity — afford us, indicate if possible a still w^orse elegroe of 
corruption. No institution, no office, no authority, no depart- 
ment rightly and sufficiently performs the functions for which it 
was created, unless indeed it be the lottery-office — that truly docs 
its appointed work of demoralization and pillage on the peoph^, 
and does it well and thoroughly. The tribunals notoriously delay, 
refuse, and ])ervcrt justice. !*he police prevent no crimes, and 
discover no criminals. Murders occur in the streets of the city, 
and the murderer is secure. Within our own knowle<lge the 
minister of police himself declared to an applicant for protecti(»n 
against outrage, that he advised him to cjuit Koine, as ho was 
powerless to protect him I In the financial departments the 
system of fraud and corruption — ^>vhich has grown with their 
growth, and become part «jnd parcel of their rjuad normal con- 
stitution — is such as to render all hope of purifying them vain. 
W e ^vere ourselves assured by one wrio has since become one of 
the ministers of the Crowm, that to his knowledge the peculation 
in one branch of the post-office business was enormous. He 
named the sum, amounting to many thousand scudi; but wo 
will not undertake to repeat figures which we did not note at 
the time. 

Let us turn for an instant to the indications of moral condi- 
tion which the s])iritual aspect of Koine, in the middle of tho 
nineteenth century, may afford us. We will do so in no jiolemi- 
cal spirit. We will not make our observations from the stand- 
point of ai^ other creed or rival sect, but os purely philosophical 
students of social phenomena. Trusting then that our readers 
will so regard us, and will believe us to be as wholly free from the 
odium theologicum as we know ourselves to be, we hesitate not 
to declare our conviction, that a more degrading supersiitiem, a 
more gross and unspiritual idolatry, does not exist in any heathen 
land, than is practised under the name of Christianity in the 
metropolis of Uie Christian world. We are not now 8{)eakiqg in 
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any wise of the Konian Catholic faith as held and practised else- 
where* There is every a priori reason to expect that a more 
northern people should hold a more spiritual faith. We know 
well that the Koman Catholicism of Rome is not that of France, 
or of Germany, or of England ; still more, even we are not 
undertaking to speak of Roman Catholicism at Rome, as the 
j)ricsthood profess to hold it and to teach. We speak of it only 
as we know that it is practically held and followed by the mass 
of the pcojjle : and we are sure that our assertions will bo sup- 
ported by any who have without prejudice examined the subject. 
Wc are not ignorant of all that has been said to defend the Ro- 
man Catholic faith from the charge of image- worship. We know 
that the priesthood explain, that the figures which are dressed, 
bedizened, kissed, caressed, prayed to, carried about, etc., are not 
loorshipped^ but used only as suggesters of things spiritual to the 
outward bodily senses. But is this theory compatible with the 
fact, that of various figures of saints — of the virgin in particular, 
some are deemed more holy, more powerful, more propitious than 
others? — that some votaries prefer one image, and some another, 
of the same saint ? — that “la Madonna di,” this place is specially 
famous for granting favours of one sort ; and “ la Madonna di ” 
tliat place for bestowing favours of another kind? — that one 
Church possesses and draws a large revenue from a wooden 
“ bambino ,” — L e. infant Christ, particularly celebrated for as- 
sisting women in child-birth, and sent about in coaches for that 
purpose ; while another has one specially valuable as preserving 
its votaries from shipwreck ? Do not these facts prove — beyond 
all possibility of avoiding the conclusion — that sj)ecial virtue is 
attributed to the image itself If the Saviour or the Virgin w’ere 
the intended object of the worship, WH>uld not it be in any case 
the same at all their different altars? Is there one Saviour in 
one Church, and a second, with different qualities and character, 
in another ? Is the Virgin of one shrine kinder than the Virgin 
of another ? Ho; it is impossible to deny the truth, that the 
})o]mIar worship of modern Rome is as absolutely and essentially 
an idolatry as any that has ever degraded mankind. The trum 
is, that the Paganism of old Rome lias never been entirely and 
effectually eradicated. The old deities of the Roman Pantheon 
still haunt the seven hills ; and in spirit as well as in bodily fact 
the statues of the old gods have often changed their name alone, 
to become the object of modem worship. 

The firet i*esult of such a system most necessarily shews itself 
in an erroneous, unworthy, and degraded conception of the 
Supreme Being. As a proof of the extent to which this result 
has been produced, we will cite a fact which has already been 
noticed in the coUmins of an English Journal. A highly prized 
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and magnificently adomed relic — ^the head of Saint Andrew — 
had been stolen from the Church of Saint Peter. The canons 
of that basilic thereupon issue a placard, with which jthe walls 
of Rome are covered, ofTering a reward for the recoveiy of the 
stolen treasure, and setting forth that they, the canons, would offer 
up extra prayers for the space of three days, for the purpose of 
ap])easing God, and averting the evils with which he might be 
expected to visit the city in consequence of the theft, ^^fiere,*^ 
as the Journal* above alluded to well remarks, is a numerous 
body of educated men asserting their belief that the Supreme 
Being may be expected to manifest anger for a certain special 
theft above what he would feel at any other crime of a similar 
nature — that this anger would be manifested by inflicting evil, 
not on the thief, but on the innocent citizens, in blind indiscri- 
minate vengeance, and that this vengeance might be averted by 
a certain amount of reiterated repetitions of a given foi*m of 
words I” Is it possible to conceive a more benighted state of 
mind than is here evidenced? Do Juggernaut’s disciples form 
to themselves a lower and more immorm notion of their deity 
than these so-called Christian priests ? 

The truth — that the religion of modem Rome is in reality a 
modification of Paganism, was w^ell pointed out in a little book 
entitled Rome Papal and Pagan,” which appeared a year or 
two since. It w'as not then asserted for the first time ; but the 
intrinsic identity of the two faiths in their practical effects on the 
popular mind was well and convincingly proved. And we bring 
the testimony of another witness to the truthfulness of the 
author’s facts and inferences. 

After speaking of such a deplorable want of moral civilisation, 
it would seem an anti-climax to enlaige on the deficiency of 
physical progress. Suffice it to say, that the absence of all the 
smaller as well as of the more important commodities of life is 
most striking. Commerce does not exist. The infinitely small 
trading transactions which do supply the small quantity of foreign 
goods consumed, are hampered with obstructions, and oppressed 
by duties to an all but prohibitory degree. And the stupid 
acquiescence of the people in things as tliey are, lends additional 
effect to the paralyzing influence m the Govemmmit. Take one 
instance of this, as shown in the case of one of the simplest 
articles of daily use. The Romans cannot make ativ tolerable 
ink : it is imported from France and from Endand ; and one 
of those little stone-bottles so familiar to Eng&h eyea, which 
costs sixpence at an English stationer’s, and thereby affords the 
retailer a very large p^t, is sold in Rome for about a shilling^ 
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or rather more. The Roman stationer asserts — truly enough per- 
liaps — that the heavy duty makes it impossible for him to sell the 
article at a lower rate. IJiit on inquiry it is found that the duty 
is levied 'on the gross weight, so that the stone-bottle, which 
weighs far more than its contents, is by far the most costly ])art 
of the purchase ; yet it has never entered into tlic head of the 
Roman tradesman that he might import his ink in large bottles, 
and divide it off* himself into small (juaniities for retail sale, arul 
thus diminish his duties by one-halt or more ! No, no ! Such 
profound speculations arc quite out of the line of his liabitual 
thoughts. 

“ Pulchra Madonna 
Da milii fallcre * * ^ 

Noctem ])e(icati8, ct framlibus objice niibcin,” 

would 1)0 still, we fear, the more likely tendency of his tlmughts. 

And such is the city, and such the p(M)j>le — the product of 
long years of misgovernincnt — which the Ninth I'ius would now 
restore to the benefits of a liberal and enliglitened rule. Such 
is the nation which, itself loathing its own tiegeneracy, is strug- 
gling for self-government and regeneration. 

And now let us turn again to the question proposed above : — 
what ])ortions of the systein of J^apal Government can be usefully 
])reserved, and what must bo destroyed in the attempt to improve 
this so wretched people? 

The intention of Pius the Ninth, at the conunoncement of 
his career of reformation, was to preserve whole and inviolalo 
the absolute authority of the Papacy in temporal as in s])iritual 
inattei's. He very distinctly stated his views on this point on 
more than one occasion. On the first assembling of the “Con- 
sulta,” he declared, in his Address to the members, that he 
did not intend by tliat institution to diminish in a}iy respect the 
absolute power of the Sovereign ; that those were mueh in error 
who saw in it the germ of a system incompatible therewith ; that 
it was his duty and his doterininatioii to hand down to his suc- 
cessors in the chair of St. Peter, the ])ower he had received from 
his predecessor whole and intact, llis Holiness intended that 
the Government of the Papal States should remain an absolute 
despotism. We were ourselves in Rome at that time, and liad 
then ample meinis of convincing ourselves, that the Romans did 
not 80 undei’stand the boon m’anted tliem ; and it was not diffi- 
cult to foresee, that a very short period would suffice to contra- 
dict the expectations of his Holiness — nay, that the power had 
even then already departed from the sceptre of the Innocents and 
Gregories, Since that time the rushing torrent of European 
has so precipitated the course of things at Rome, that the 
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above declaration of the Pope, made some six months ogo^ sooths 
obsolete by an hundred years. No further illusion can remain to 
the Holy Patlier of handing down to his successors that old power 
which he received. He must now at least know that the temporal 
power of St. Peter’s successor has departed from him for ever. 
Pius the Ninth’s first estimate of what could bo preserved and 
what must bo abolished of the old Papal system was then an er- 
roneous one. And now, even while we are writing these pages, 
that question is being debated q^iid strife and trouble, violence 
and tumult, discontent on the one hand, and couscieiitiuus dis- 
tress on the other. 

It is beginning to become evident that no portion of that proud 
fabric can be preservoil. It needs but small sagacity in reading 
the signs of the times to become convinced that the temporal 
power of the Papacy verges to its close. The entire cdilice was 
too rotten to admit of mending. The hold mason wlio cut the 
first crumbling stone from out the tottering wall, has brought 
down the entire mass with a crash. 

EngUnd watches the startling spectacle not uninteroslod. In 
truth, the idicnomcna there exhibited are evolving a lesson wbicli 
should be pregnant with utility to mankind. But thougb uuich 
lias been written of late by the English press on the aspect and 
])robal)i titles of affairs at Kome, no portion of it seems to have 
seized on the great truth which they are calculated to teach us. 
Some of the most accredited organs of public opinion, on tlio 
contrary, speak of the question at issue as of a disjiute between 
the Pope and his subjects, which should be settled acconling to 
tlie dictates of good feeling and mutiial forbearance and lUotfera- 
tion. Tlie generosity of tlie Pope is insisted on, and his sulyects 
accused of ingratitude in forcing frouA him further concessions. 
But we believe such an appreciation of the subject to arise Iruiri 
wholly inadequate notions of the state of liohie, and of the work- 
ings of its Government. The real merits of the question must 
be (S^amiued on quite other grounds, and the conclusion to be 
arrived at will be one of iiiudi wider a]>pHcation than the do- 
minions of the Cliurch. 

For, in truth, tite attempt which Pius the Ninth engaged in 
was from the fiist an impossible qne. He was endeavouring to 
co-ordinate incompatibilities. His object was nothing less Uian 
to conciliate the liberal institutions winch the advanced political 
science of this age demands with the pretensions of absolutUni, 
and that absolutism vested in the hands of a ruler pretending to 
infallibility. What success could have been anticipated for sucli 
a scheme ? Accordingly but KtUe progress is niacle before diffi- 
culties arise — difficulties under the conditions of the 

experiment. All the partis tortcerned find themselves in aialse 
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position. It is soon discovered by both Pope and people that it 
IS impossible to get on with ministers selected from the cter^^ 
and especially from the Sacred College. Lay ministers are 
Btitutedi and thus another vast portion of the nodding edifice 
falls. A few more weeks, and a constitution” is proclaimed, a 
representative body is created, and the Pope becomes a consti- 
tutional monarch, sharing his power with a lay parliament ! 
Does any one at all conversant with the working of a free Go- 
vernment anticipate the permanent duration and successful 
operation of a political machine so constituted ? The Roman 
hierarchy itself, with the instinct of self-preservation, inserted in 
the draft of this constitution certain clauses framed in the vain 
hope of preserving itself from the action of the supreme power it 
thus created. It was provided that the sums needed for Church 
purposes should be voted w*ithout discussion or inquiry ; that no 
subject in any way bearing on Church matters should be touched 
on ; and finally, that the parliament should have no power of 
revising or meddling with this fundamental statute. Futile at- 
tempt I An omnipotent power (as all representative parliaments 
must be) is created, and is requested to bear in mind that its 
omnipotence is hedged in by some other power, which is nowhere 
visible or tangible ! It is an old attempt, but all experience has 
proved the absurdity of it. Then arises, ere long, a yet worse 
dilemma : — ^The monarch finds it inconsistent with his duty as a 
priest and Pope to do that which would be his duty as a lay 
monarch, and which his ministers and the entire nation deem to 
be their duty to their country. The constitution” is at a dead 
lock. 

And then at last the glaring fact is forced upon the compre- 
hension of the nation, and by them set nakedly before tneir 
monarch — that the functions of royalty and priesthood are in- 
compatible in an age of progress ; that if the nation is to advance 
on tne path of improvement the same man cannot be Pope and 
King ; that the State and the Church must be two, and recipro- 
callv independent. 

And for this the Roman people are accused of being ungrate- 
ful to their Pontiff. We can with confidence undertake to say 
that the Roman people have not been deficient in gratitude to 
their ruler. The reverse has been most strikingly the case, as 
can be testified by any attentive observer who has l)een in Rome 
for the last few months* The difficulty has been shuffled over, 
but it has not been got rid of. It will occur again ere long ; 
and it will argue no ingratitude on the part of ttie^mans, that 
it will become clearly impossible for such an union of Church 
and State to continue. The force of events will push the Pontiff 
to the jbrink of that precipice from which he must voluntarily 
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throw himself if h'e would not be violently thrust down. The 
temporal power of the Papacy seems no longer possible in Ronie* 
And nothing but the gratitude and affection ot the Romans for 
Pius the Ninth could liavc preserved the empty semblance of it 
even thus far. 

The Pope may perhaps preserve his tottering temporal power. 
The Papacy may miounce her old and natural alliance with 
despotism. In Italy and elsewhere she may take democracy to 
her arms ; a large secular advantage she may thus secure, but 
can she secure it without a larger damage to her purely spiritual 
character, authority, and influence? On the other hand, if true 
to his earlier professions — if true to that spirit of absolutism on 
which his throne is based the Pope resists the tide of liberalism 
as it rises oi'ound him — his temporal authority is doomed. That 
fabric goes to pieces — the result of a larger amount of toil, per- 
severance, energy, and intellectual power than the world ever 
saw applied to a like object. The disruption of the Church and 
State at Rome — the breaking of the tie wliere first the bonds 
w ere knitted, and when the knot was most tightly drawn — what 
over Europe would be the future which such an event should 
usher in t We venture not to forecast it. 

Of the works whose titles stand at the head of this Article 
there is but little to bo said. The two French works are mere 
catch-penny publications, got up in great haste to meet the de- 
mand occasioned by the increasing celebrity of the Keforroer 
Pontifl*. They have both had a considerable sale in Rome— ** 
Roman energy and speculation not having been equal to die 
production of anything calculated to supply the same want. The 
first, by M. Clave, is the better of the two, and contains some 
amusing anecdotes of the early life of Mastai Ferretti. 

The third work mentioned is merely a sort of Roman red 
book, and is remaihable only as show ing the almost incredible 
number of attendants, officials, and functionaries attached to the 
Papal Court, and the inextricable labyrinth of its endless multi- 
plication and division of tribunals, courts, and jurisdictions of all 
sorts. 
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AilT. VII. — 1. The Expedition to Borneo of IL M. S. DidOy for 
(he Svppteseion of Piracy ; with Extracts from the Journal of 
James Brooke, Esq., of Sarawak^ now Her Majesty* s Com-- 
missioner and Consul-General to the Sultan and Ind^endent 
CliWs ^ Borneo. By Captain the Hon. Henry Kei*pel, 
11.1^. Third Edition. Whh an Additional Chapter^ compris- 
ing recent Intelligence. By Walter K. Kelly. In 2 vols. 
London, 1847. 

2. Narrative of Events in Borneo and Celebes^ down to the occu- 
pation of Labuan ; from the Journals o/ J ames Brooke, Esq., 
Rajah of Sarawak^ and Governor of I^luan ; together with a 
Narrative of the Operations of H. M. S. Iris. By Captain 
Rodney Mundy, R.N. With numerous Plates^ ^c. In 2 
vols. London, 1848. 

3. Borneo and the Indian Archipelago^ with Drawings of Costume 
and Scenery. By Frank S. Marryat, late Midshipman of 
H. M. S. Samarang Surveying Vessel. London, 1848. 

4. Sarawak — its Inhabitants and Productions ; being Notes during 
a residence in that Country with His Excellency Mr. Brooke. 
By Hugh Low, Colonial Secretary at Labuh-an. London, 

ms. 

5. Narrative of the Voyage of H. M. S. Samarang^ during the 
years 1843-46, employed Surveying the Islands of the Eastern 
Archipelago ; accompanied by a brief Vocabulary of the princi- 
pal Languages ; published under the authority of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty. By Captain Sir Edward Bel- 
cher, R.N., C.B., F.R.A.S., P.G.S., &c.. Commander of the 
Expedition. With Notes on the Natural History of the Islands. 
By Arthur Adams, Assistant Surgeon, R.N. 2 vols. Lon- 
don, 1848. 

It is interesting to study the variety of means by which Pro- 
vidence carries on its great work of progressive civilisation. In the 
earlier stages of society, the arts of life followed the conqueror 
in his bloody career, and subjugated nations exchanged a wild 
independence for the blessings ot stable government and salutary 
institutions. At other times, and these, too, of frequent occur- 
rence, civilisation has been the offspring of political and religious 
oppression. Chased by the tyrant m>m their fatherland, or driven 
by bi^try from their altars, families distinguished by patriotism 
and pety have fled for shelter to some friendly shore, and have 
repaid the hospitality which welcomed them by the noble truths 
which they imparteef, and the holy life which they led. In a more 
advanced state of society, an exuberant population, in search 
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of food or employment, have been dispersed among tile un« 
cultivated -wastes, and the luxuriant woodlands of far-^listant 
climes ; and thus have the arts of peace, the principles of fbOo* 
Join, and the message of eternity, followed in the u*aiti of the 
starving emigrant, and lialluwed the resting-place of tlie perse- 
cuted saint and the patriot exile. No sooner has the tempo- 
rary dwelling excluded the summer’s heat or the winter’s cold, 
than the sons of toil e(]uip themselves for the destined task. The 
forest falls beneath the peasant’s brawny arm, and under his 
Iskilful care a golden harvest waves over once barren plains. The 
village rises amid fruit and foliage — the germ perad venture of 
some gay metropolis — the centre, it may be, of some mighty em- 
l)ire. The school-house and the temple adorn and bless the 
exile’s hotiic, while light, secular and divine, emanating from this 
double source, diffuses itself around, and reaches even the homes 
and the hearts of the savage ]>opulation. In our own day, how^- 
cver, it is by the schoolmaster and the missioliary that the 
work of civilisation must be carried on ; and it is by moans ot our 
colonial establishments, and the extension of our commercial re- 
lations, that we can expect to obtain the most successful and [x^r- 
inanent results. The interchange of European or Americiiu nm- 
mifactures \vith the produce of savage or semi-barbarous nations, 
cannot fail to lead to a closer and more friendly iiitercoui’se, while 
the rapidity of locomotive travelling and of steam navigation, and 
the electric transmission of intelligence over Euixipe, must give 
to all maritime states a power of control over barbarous nations 
which they could not oflierwise have wielded. Should our mis- 
sionary or colonial establishments bo assailed by violence — should 
pirates interrupt our trade, and enslave their captives — a (jnick 
and condign punishment will soon reach the aggressors, and se- 
cure our countrymen, in their most distant settl^ents, from the 
cruelties and depredations to which they have been too frequently 
exposed. Even among the distant islands of the Indism and the 
Pacific Oceans, the British and the American flags have waved 
over the burning villages of the treacherous and bloody savage. 
But it is only in seasons of European quiet that the arm of 
civilisation can put forth its power to control the savage tribes 
that yet occupy and deface the fairest portions of the carl^; 
and it is only in times of domestic peace that a Christ! w people 
can direct the undivided energy of their faith i^mnst the licen- 
tious orgies and the bloody ntes of Pagan iilolaUy. Wlub 
Freedom has to struggle against the despot, and eiilightetied na- 
tions have their liberties yet to conquer, tlio Oh^tian and the 
Philanthropist must pause or falter in their ^gressive moveinmit 
against ignorance and superstition. It is bilt when tiatiohs 
are governed by equal laws— when rank and wealth exercise 
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tb^ir just and salutary influence — when the civilized races are 
united by friendly ties, and the mutual interchange of food and 
industry ; — it is only then that the national will can be concen- 
trated on national objects, and that our armed battalions, and 
our ships of war can be summoned to the noble enterprise of 
wafting the teacher and the missionary to the land of darkness 
~of striking the fetters from the slave — and of breaking down 
the strongholds of cruelty and vice. 

In the annals of philanthropy there are recorded many pre- 
cious examples of individual and successful devotion to its cause.. 
When Howard strove to ameliorate the prisoner’s lot, and to 
purify his living grave — when Elizabeth Fry laboured to in- 
struct and reform the convict — and Guthrie to teach and edu- 
cate the ragged child — and Ashley to soften the agonies of female 
toil and of youthful labour, it was to one mind that huma- 
nity owed each noble conception, and it was by one stern will 
that each arduous purpose was accomplished ; but until our own 
day History has furnished us with no example in which a sin- 
gle individual has ventured to undertake, on any considerable 
scale, the civilisation and improvement of barbarous commu- 
nities. 

This remarkable effort, which has excited the admiration of 
his countrymen, and will command the applause of every suc- 
ceeding age, has been recently made by Mr. James Brooke, an 
English gentleman, who has devoted his fortune and his talents 
to the civilisation and improvement of one of the loveliest por- 
tions of the globe. The numerous works placed at the head of 
this article, relate almost solely to this most interesting chapter 
of Modern History ; and difficult as the task must be, we have 
felt it incumbent upon us to present our readers with a succinct 
and continuous narrative of those extraordinary operations in 
which Mr. Brooke has been engaged. 

Mr. Brooke was born at Coomoe Grove, near Bath, on the 
29th April, 1803. He was the second, but is now the only sur- 
viving son of the late Thomas Brooke, Esq., of the East India 
Company’s Civil Service. At an early age he went to India, as 
a cadet in the Bengal army, where he held advantageous ap- 
pointments. On the breaking out of the Burmese war, he ac- 
companied his regiment to Ajssam ; and in an action with the 
enemy, his gallantly was so conspicuous that ho received the 
thanks of the Government. But jiaving been shot through the 
lungs, he was obliged to return to England for the recoveiy of 
his walth. Having made himsdf master of several modern lan- 
ja^ges, he made a tour through France, Switzerland, and Italy, 
•ltd upon the expiry of his furlough he again embarked for In- 
<lin, The diip, however, wa$ wrecked on the Isle of Wight, and 
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this little incident, combined with the paltry and unjust regula- 
tions of the East India Company, deprived our Eastern empire 
of the services of a man who might have been its brightest orna- 
ment ; and thus transferred to the cause of humanity the energies 
of his powerful mind, and the benefits of his transcendent talents. 
Owing to the delay which this misfortune had occasioned, Mr. 
Brooke’s leave of absence had expired wdien he reached Madras ; 
and when he found that a troublesome and tedious correspond- 
ence with the Home authorities would be ucces.sary to replace 
him in the position which he had innocently forfeited, he at once 
relinquished the service, and resolved to proceed with the ship 
to China, in search of health and amusement. In crossing 
the China Seas, he saw for the first time the islands of the In- 
dian Archipelago, inviting the traveller by their surpassing 
beauty, and teeming with Nature’s rarest and richest ])rodiK‘- 
tions. But while a tropical sun was shedding its ])ure liglit over 
the landscape, and tipping its rocks and mountains with gold, 
there lay above the valleys a moral darkness which time and toil 
only could disperse ; and wdicre animal and vegetable life arrested 
the eye by their magnificence and beauty, life intellectual stood 
forth a hideous blot upon Nature’s scutcheon, drawn in the 
blackest lines of cruelty, treachery, and vice. The two antagonist 
pictures appear to h<avQ been simultaneously impressed u|K)n the 
mind of our youthful adventurer, and the attractions of the one 
seem to have allured and impelled him to abate the deformity of 
the other. To visit and explore the lovely scenes which were now 
presented to him in the course of his voyage, was only a })a8sing 
thought ; but when he learned at Canton Uie true value and the 
singidar variety of the products of the Archi}>elago, the idea 
took possession of his mind, and upon his return to England ho 
resolved to realize it. In conjunction with a friend, to whom he 
had imparted his purpose, he fitted out a vessel of largo bunlen, 
and proceeded to the China Seas, but circumstances and events 
whicii have not yet been made public, prevented him from car- 
rying his plans into effect under any other auspices than his 
own. 

Upon the death of his father in 1838, Mr. Brooke suc(;ccdcd 
to a nandsome fortune, and was thus enabled single-handed to 
carry out his darling project. When his preparations for sea 
were completed, he puolished a prospectus of his undertakiiij^ in 
the Geographical Journal for 1838,* ** expressing his conviction 


* This oorntnuniestioiii entitlod Propoted Exploring EtptdUum to the AMk 
AiMpelago. By James Brooke, Esq., and pablisbed in the Society's Joiifnali 
▼ol. viii., pp. 443-448, contains an admumble exposition of hb plans, and shows how 

tiiorougkly and deliheratety he iwd studied the sabjeet, andf weighed the wurious 
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that the tendency of his voya^ was to add to knowledge, to 
increase trade, and to spread uhristianity. Animated by such 
noble objects, he left the Thames on the 27th of October, 1838, 
in his yacht the Royalist schooner, a vessel of 142 tons, belong- 
ing to tile Royal Yacht jSauadron, “ which, in foreign parts, 
admits her to the same privileges, as a man-of-war, ana enables 
her to carry a white ensign.” Her ship’s company consisted of 
7ihie officers, nine seamen, and two boys. Most of the hands had 
been with Mr. Brooke three years and upwards, and in the 
course of a year spent in the Mediterranean he had tested both 
his vessel and his crew.* The Royalist was a fast sailer, and was 
armed with six: six-pounders, a number of swivels, and small 
lU’ms of all sorts. Sne carried four boats, and provisions for four 
months, beside all the requisite instruments for observation, in- 
cluding three chronometers, and the means of collecting and 
])reserving specimens of natural history. In concluding the pro- 
])osal which he made to the Geographical Society, Mr. Brooke 
remarks, I embark upon the expedition with great cheerful- 
ness, with a stout vessel and a good crew, and t cast myself upon 
the waters, but whether the world will know me after mUny days 
is a (question which, hoping the best, 1 cannot answer with any 
j)ositive degree of assurance.” I go,” he said to a friend, to 
awaken the slumbering spirit of j^uiilanthropy with regard to 
these islands. Fortune and life I give freely, and if I fail in the 
attempt I shall not have lived wholly in vain.” 

Quitting England oii the 16th December, the Royalist made 
a good passage to Rio Janeiro, which occupied nearly two 
months. After a fortnight’s stay, Mr. Brooke sailed on the 9th 
March for the Cape, and having put into Table Bay on the 15th 
March, 1839, and completed the repairs of his yacht, he again set 
sail on the 29th of the same month, and anchored at Singapore in 
the last week of May. In tiiis delightful spot he spent the months 
of June and July, making preparations for his trip to Borneo, 
and arranging the plan of his future operations. Furnished 
with letters from the governor of Singapore to the Rajah 
Muda Hassini, governor of Borneo Proper, (and uncle to the 
sovereign,) who had shewn much kindness aiid liberality to the 

chances of failure or Buccese which were likely to hcciu'. In this pBt>nr« which wbb 
the ihnit public notice of his intentions* his views ire limited eniiMly to the object 
of exploring Borneo, Celebes, and the oth» ialaads of the Archipeliii^ 

* In the course of this voyage, Mr. Brooke visited the Islaiid aiidCulf of ^ymi, 
in February 1837, and coinuiunieated to the Journal of the Geographical Society 
a'very interesting paper, entitled. Sketch of the hland and Gulf of Bvmi, on the 
ioM-^tetn oeoct By James Brooke, lkK|. This #oU wHUen srticie 

ejlblbits the leamlhg And lagMlty of the authdr, is a most favourable emest 
of wlmt might havebeeii expected ibomhls fuftne hhotm W#sre.siinirieea that 
it has not Avon been noticed In the multifarious works whioh r<date to his proceed- 
ings in Borneo. 
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crew of an English vessel wrecked on the coast, and taking with 
him valuable presents of various kinds, Mr. Brooke left Singa- 
pore on the 27th Jul^’, and anchored on the Ist of August, on 
the coast of Borneo, in a night “ pitchy dark,” amid torrents of 
rain and peals of thunder. Learning that the Bajah was at Sa- 
rawak, where he was detained by a rebellion in the interior, Mr. 
Brooke resolved to ])roceed thither, in place of Malludu Bay, 
at the north point of the island. On the morning of the 2d the 
clouds cleared away, ayd exhibited to him the majestic scenery 
of Borneo, with Gunong Palo, a mountain 2000 feet high, rising 
in the bacli^round, and throwing out its ])icturcsque knolls into 
the wooded plains. On Sunday the 4th, after performing 
divine service himself, manfully overcoming that horror which 
he had to the sound of liis own voice before an audience,” ho 
landed near a forest of noble timber, clear of brushwood, aiul 
thus gives vent in the following beautiful passage to tlio senti- 
ments which the scenery inspired : — 

“ This dark forest,’^ says he, “ where the trees shoot up slmight, 
and are succeeded by generation after generation, varying in stature, 
but struggling upwards, strikes the iniagiimtion with features trite 
but true. Here the hoary sage of an hundred years lies mouldering 
beneath your foot, andr there the young saplijig shoots beneath tJie pa- 
rent shade, and grows hi form and fashion like the parent stem. The 
towering few, with heads raised above the general mass, can scan'c 
be seen through the foliage of those beneath, but here and there the 
touch of time has cast his withering hand upon their leafy brow, and 
decay has begun bis work upon the gigantic and unbending trunk. 
How trite and yet how true ! It was thus 1 meditated in my walk. 
The foot of European, I said, has never touched where my foot now 
presses — seldom the native wanders here. Here I indeed behold Na- 
ture fresh from the bosom of creation, unchanged by man, and stamped 
with the same impress she originally bore ! Here I behold God's de- 
signs when he formed tliis tropical land, and left its culliii'c and iin- 
provoment to the agency of man. The Creator’s gift, as yet neglected 
by the creature, and yet the time may be confidently looked for when 
the axe shall level the forest, and the plough turn tlie ground.” — JVlr, 
Brooke’s Journal in Keppcl’s Expedllion^ vol. i., pp. 18, 111. 

Neat the island of Talang-Talang, Mr. Brooke was welcomed 
on the 7th by the Bandar, or treasurer of the jdace, who came 
in his canoe, and assured him of a hearty welcome from the 
Rajah ; and having dispatched his gig for Sarawak, iti order 
to acquaint the Rtyah of his arrival,” he was met on the 18th by 
a canoe, oontalnitig a Pangeran of note (Illudeen) to welcome 
them, accompanied by other persons of distinction, and a score 
of fbildwers. The party ate and drank, and talked with much 
ease and livelitiess, and, from the state of the tide, were obliged 
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to sleep in tlic Boyalist. On the 15th the yacht anchored 
abreast of Sarawak, and saluted the Bajah with twenty-one guns, 
which was returned with eighteen from his residence.' Mr. 
Brooke and his party were received in state, in the most flatter- 
ing manner, in the Hall of Audience, a large shed erected on 
piles, but tastefully decorated in the interior. The strangers 
were seated in chairs on one hand of the Rajah, and on the other 
sat his brother Mahamrned, and Macota and other chiefs, while 
immediately behind him were seated hb twelve younger bro- 
thers. Tea and tobacco were served By attendants on their 
knees. A band played wild airs during the interview and after 
a visit of half an hour, the strangers rose and took their leave. 
After various interchanges of visits and presents, some of them 
without the usual formality and reserve, Mr. Brooke obtained 
leave to travel into the country of the Dyaks, and to visit the Malay 
towns of Sadung, Samarahan, &c. ; and in pursuance of this 
plan, he left Sarawak, (formerly Kuchin,) accompanied by the 
]>rahus (boats) of Pangeran llludeen and the Panglima, the for- 
mer pulling twelve paddles, and having two brass swivels and 
twenty men, and the latter having a gun and ten men, while the 
Skimalong, a long boat of Mr. Brooke’s, carried a gun and ten 
men. With this equipment, superior to any force of the Rajah’s 
enemies, they proceeded up a Bonieon rivef (Morotaba) hitherto 
unknown, sailing where no European ever sailed before ; and ad- 
miring tlio deep solitude, the brilliant night, the dark fringe of 
retired jungle, tne lighter foliage of die river bank, with here and 
there a tree flashing and shining with fire-flies, nature’s tiny lamps, 
glancing and flitting in countless numbers, and incredible brii- 
Jiancy.” The exjiedition had proceeded about a hundred miles up 
die Samarahan river, admiraoly calculated for the purposes of 
navigation and trade, receiving hospitality and kindness at the 
diflerent villages on its banks, when the Pangeran, dreading the 
hostility of the Dyaks, and alleging that the river was naiTOw, 
rapid, and obstructed by trees, insisted upon returning to Sarawak, 
which they reached on the 25th. On the 30th, the same flotilla 
set out to explore the river Lundu, and to visit the Sibnowau 
Dyaks and tneir town of Tungong. This river is about half a 
mile wide at the mouth, and from 150 to 200 yards off Tungong, 
which stands on the right bank, and is enclosed by a sligot 
stockade. Within this defence there is only one enormous house 
with three or four small huts, for die whole population of about 
400 souls ! This remarkable tenement is 594 feet long, and the 
front room or street is the entire length of the building, and 21 
feet broad. The floor is 12 feet above the ground, and it is 
reached by means of the h*unk of a tree, with notches cut in it, 
which |icrfomis the part of a ladder. The back part is divided 
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by neat partitions into the private apartments of the various 
families, wliich communicate with the public apailmcnts. The 
married persons occupy the private rooms, while the widowers 
and young unmarried men occupy the public apartments. There 
is in front of this extraordinary building a terrace, 50 feet broad, 
formed, like the floors, of split bamboo, and extending partially 
along the front of the building. 

This platform,” says Brooke, as well as the front room, beside 
the regular inhabitants, i"he resort of pigs, dogs, birds, monkey h, 
and fowls, and presents a glorious scene of confusion and bustle. Here 
tlie ordinary occupations of domestic labour are carried on — pudi 
ground, mats made, &c. &c. There were 200 men, women, and 
children counted in the room, and in front, whilst we were there in 
the middle of the day ; and allowing for those abroad, and for those 
in their own rooms, the whole community cannot be reckoned at less 
than 400 souls. Overhead, about seven feet high, is a second crazy 
storey, in which they stow their stores of food, and their implements 
of labour and war. Along the large room are hung many cots, four 
feet long, formed of the hollowed trunks of trees cut in half, which an- 
swer the purpose of stmts by day and beds by night. The Sibnowan 
Dyaks are a wild-looking, but apparently quiet and inoflensive race. 
The apartment of their cliief, by name Sejugah, is situated nearly in 
the centre of the building, and is longer than any other. In front of 
it nice mats were spread on the occasion of our visit, whilst o/w mtv 
heads dangled about thirty ghastly skulls^ according to the custom of these 
people. * * ♦ I YVJI 3 informed that they had many more in their 

possession, all, however, the heads of enemies. On enquiring, I was 
told, that it is indispensable that a young man should jtrocure a skull 
before he gets married.” — ^Mr. Brooke's Journal in Keppel's Expedition^ 
vol. i. pp. 52, 63-55. ^ 

The practice of head-huniing^ as it is called, referred to in the 
preceding extract, is carried to a great extent in Borneo. It is 
necessary, in many places, to propitiate the bride by throwing 
down before her a number of heads in a net ; and though one head 
may, in cases where there is no competition of lovers, satisfy the 
bride, yet the courage of the male, and consequently his success 
in love, is measured by the number' which he can display. 
It is not, how^ever, at marriages alone that these disgusting 
trophies are demanded. At the aeath of any person, a head must 
be procured previous to the celebration of the funeral ; and it is 
confidently stated, that in the north as well as in the south of 
Borneo, human victims, generally slaves, are sacrificed on tlie 
death of a chief, and even on other occasions. Among the land 
tribes, the heads arc the general property of the villa^, and are 
stored up in what is called the Head-House ; but the^^-l>yaks 
bold them as personal propertyi and occasionally wear wem 
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dangling at their loins. An old chief, when regretting the 
destruction of all his property by fire, stated to Mr. Low, that 

he would not have regretted it so much if he could have saved 
the trophies of the prowess of his fathers — the heads collected by 
his ancestors.” Baskets full of these heads, deprived of the brain, 
and dried over a slow and smoking fire, may be found at any 
house in the villages of the sea tribes ; and the number of these 
disgusting objects is a measure of the distinction of the family. 
The mode of treating a caj)tured head ^ the Sea-Dyaks is thus 
described by Mr. Low : — ^ 

“ The head is brought on shore with much ceremony, and wrapped 
up in tlic curiously folded and plaited leaves of the Nipah palm, and 
frequently emitting the disgusting odours peculiar to decaying mor- 
tality. This, the Dyaks have frequently told me, is particularly grate- 
ful to their senses, and surpasses the odorous durian, their favourite 
fruit. On shore, and in the village, the head, for months after its 
arrival, is treated with the greatest consideration, and all the names 
and^, terms of endearment of which their language is capable are 
lavished upon it. The most dainty morsel culled from their repast 
is thrust into its mouth, and it is instructed to hate its former friends, 
and that having been now adopted into the tribe of its captors, its 
spirit must be always with them : sirih leaves and betel-nut are given 
to it, and finally a cigar is frequently placed between its ghastly and 
pallid lips. None of this disgusting mockery is performed with the 
intention of ridicule, but all to propitiate the spirit by kindness, and 
to procure its good wishes for the tribe of which it is now supposed 
to have become a member.” — ^Low’s Sarawak, pp. 206, 207. 

After the feast which follows this barbarous ceremony, danc- 
ing generally commences, and this is performed with the re- 
cently ac(juired heads suspended from the persons of the actors, 
who move up and down the verandah with a slow step and cor- 
responding movements of their outstretched arms, uttering occa- 
sionally a veil which rises fierce and shrill above the discordant 
noises of the gongs, <Sic., to which the dancers move.” 

The mode of dealing with heads among the land tribes, is well 
described by Mr. Marryat, who had occasion to witness a Headr 
Home while visiting three villages in the Serambo mountains, oc- 
cupied by the hill Dyaks, under Mr. Brooke^s swaj\ Mr. Marryat* s 
party was escorted to a house in the centre of the village, differ- 
ently constructed from the rest. It was raised and well venti- 
lated by numerous port-holes in its pointed roof.* A rough 
ladder conducted the party to the room above ; and when they 
entered they were taken aback” by finding that they were in 
the head bouse, and that the beams were lined with human heathy 


^ A diftwinf of fids Heed^Bimu la fpyen by Sir E* Belcher, vol i., p. 
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all Imiging by a small line passing through the top of the shdi 
.They were painted in the most fantastic and hicfeous manner ; 
pieces of wood, painted to imitate the eyes, were inserted into the 
sockets, and adaed not a little to their ghastly grinning appear- 
ance. The strangest part of the story, and that whidi added 
very much to the effect of the scene, was that these skulls were 
perpetually moving to and froy and hioeldng against each oiliei\ 
This, I presume, was occasioned by the different currents of air 
blowing in at the port-holes; but what with their continual motion, 
tlieir nodding their chirfPwhen they hit each other, and their 
grinning teeth, they really appeared to be endowed with now 
life, and w^erc a very merry set of fellows.” 

In the last week of September, Mr. Brooke undertook anotlior 
expedition to the river Sadung, accompanied by the Pangorans, 
Illiideen and Subtu. The town called Songi is of considorablo 
size, and along the river, from which there is a good deal of 
trade, the po))ulation may amount to 2000 or 3000 persons. 
After visiting an Jllanun pirate, who resides up the Songi, a tri- 
butary of the Sadung, and also Seriff Sahib, the son of an Arab, 
who married a daughter of the Borneon Kajah, they sailed up tho 
river to a point thirty miles from its mouth, where there was a 
village, consisting of tlirce moderately long houses, inhabited by 
the Sibnow^an Dyaks, where they found a collection of heads, 
some of them fresh, and said to bo w^omen’s, hanging, ornamented 
with feathers, before the entrance of the chiers private a))m*t- 
ments. After a night’s exposure to torrents of rain and the 
vivid lightning of the tropics, the river party dropped down to 
the entrance into the Sadung, and passing over the sand flats to 
the Uoyalist, tliey were joined by the Pangerans, who next day 
returned to Sarawak, leaving the Panglima liryuh to pilot them 
out. When the Panglima, in his prsum, with twelve men, was 
lying close to the shore, they irere roused from their sleep hy a 
juratical attack of the roving Sarebus Dyaks, who stole upon 
them by surprise, wounded severely the Panglima and several of 
his men, and but for the timeous disebarTO of a gun from the 
Royalist, which frightened the assailants, the whole party would 
have been slaughtered. 

Returning to Sarawak on the 1st October, Mr. Brooke and 
his party accepted of a pressing invitation from the Rajali. Prom 
four o’clock they sat, and talked, and drank tea, and smoked, 
till eight in the evening, when dinner was announced. The table 
was laid a VAnglaise — a good curry of rice, grilled fowls, and a 
bottle of wine. The party did justice to their cheer, and the 
R^*ah, throwing off all reserve, bustled about with the proud and 
pleasing consciousness of having given an English dinner in 
proper style, now drawing the win^ now changing the plates, 
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pressing his guests to eat, and saying }*on are at home. After 
dinner they drank and smoked and talked till the hour of rest. 
Mr. Brooke’s couch was a crimson silk mattress, embroidered 
with gold, and covered with white, gold-embroidered mats and 
pillows. The others fared equally well, and greatly enjoyed 
their wine, in consequence of their own stock having been ex- 
pended. 

Having taken a cordial leave of the Rajah, and in the course 
of his three expeditions obtained mu^ useful information re- 
specting the natural liistory, geography, statistics, and language 
of the Dyaks, Mr. Brooke sailed for Singapore on the 2d Octo- 
ber, carrying along with him letters for the merchants of that 
place, and a list of the imports and exports of Sarawak. As it 
was probable that the civil war might continue for many months, 
he tliouglit it would be injudicious to return to Sarawak, and he 
tlierefore decided on making an excursion to the island of Ce- 
lebes, as he had contemplated in his original prospectus. Taking 
with him a large assortment of British goods, as presents to the 
chiefs and peojjle, he set sail on the 20th November, and about 
the middle of December 1839, he arrived off Celebes. Captain 
Kcppel has given only such extracts from Mr. Brooke’s Journal of 
tliat portion of his excursion to Celebes and among the Bugis, 
as particularly bears upon his Bomeon sequel,” amounting only 
to a portion of a chapter. But Captain Mundy has devoted ten 
chapters to the subject, and has given the whole of Mr. Brooke’s 
Journal of this interesting e^meaition. As our object is to make 
our readers acquainted with Mr. Brooke’s life and labours in his 
own territoiy of Sarawak, we can only devote a brief space to a 
notice of his visit to Celebes, or rather to his circumnavigation 
of the gulf of Boni. 

On the 16th of December Mr. Brooke landed at Bonthian 
Bay, where he was kindly received by the officers of the Dutch 
fort. On the 18th he set out with three doctors and native 
guides, to see the splendid waterfall of Sapo, “ inferior in body 
of water” to many falls in Switzerland, but superior to any of 
them in sylvan beauty, its charms being greatly heightened to 
the imagination, by its deep seclusion, its undisturbed solitude, 
and its difficulty of access. After passing through the glades 
and glens, grassy knolls and slopes, they plunged into the wood, 
and found uiemselves at the side of the stream below the water- 
fall. Having finished their breakfast, they all stripped to their 
trousers, entered the water, and waded along the bed of the river 
to the fall. The steep and woody banks prevented any other 
mode of approach, and as the stream nmed down, tumbling 
over huge rocks, this mode was any thing but easy. Sometimes 
they were up to the arms in water, now stealing with care over 
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wet and slippery stones, now favoured by a few yards of dry 
^reund, and ever and anon swimming a pool to shorten an un- 
])lcasant climb. 

“ In tins manner,” says Mr. Brooke, “ we advanced about linlf-a- 
milc, when the. fall became visible ; thick trees and lianging creepers 
intervened ; between and through the foliage, %ve just saw ihe wiiler 
glancing and shining in its dascent. The effect was perfect. After 
some little farther and more difficult progress, wc stood beneath the 
fall of about 1 50 foot sheer descent. The wind >vhirled in eddies, and 
carried the sleet over us, chilling our bodies, but unable to damp our 
admiration. The basin of the fall is part of a circle, with the outlet 
forming a funnel ; bare clifTs, perpendicular on all sides, form the 
u[)pcr ])ortion of the vale, and above and below is all the luxuriant 
vegetation of the East; trees arched and interlaced, and throwing 
down long fantastic roots and creepers, shade the scene, and form one 
of the richest sylvan prospects I have ever beheld. The water foam- 
ing and flashing, and then escaping amid huge gi‘ey stones on its 
troubled course — clear and transparent, expanding into tranqtiil pools, 
Avith the flickering sunshine through the dense foliage, all combined 
to form a scene such as Tasso has described.” — Mr. Brooke's Journal^ 
Keppel’s Expedition^ voL i., pp. Ill, 112. 

At Singapore Mr. Brooke met with Dain Matara, a well-born, 
affluent, ana educated Bngis, who offered to accompany him in 
liis expedition, refusing any remuneration for his services. Mr. 
Brooke agreed to take him and his servant, and found him a cheer- 
ful, goo(f-tempcred, and intelligent companion. On the 20th, 
Sir. Brooke, with a party of tw^elve, undertook the ascent of 
Lumpu BataTig. They rested at different villages on the hill, 
where they s«aw the cockatoo in its wild state, and encountered 
a community of dusky baboons ; and on the 22d, after midday, 
they attained the summit, never before reached by Europeniis, 
On the top they saw tlie dung of wild cattle, which arc said to 
be a species of urus ;* and found specimens of pumice stone, 
indicating the volcanic nature of the mountain. Mr. Brooke 
estimates the population of the villages in this district at about 
5000. The chief product of the countiy is coffee, which is col- 
lected by the Bugis mei*chants to the extent of 80,000 j^uls 
annually, the price being 15 or IGJavarufKjes jicr pecul. Tor- 
toise shell and mother of pearl shells are abundant. 

On the 6th of January, 1840, Mr, Brooke intimated to the 
King of Boni, his arrival as a private individual, and bis wish to 
visit him. His Majesty gave orders that all the wants of tlio 
jmrty should be supplied ; but in consequence of foolish reports 
that five ships were on their way to Boni, to expel the Dutcli, 
no answer was given to Mr. Brooke’s proposal. Having collected 

* See this Jotirnal^ vvl. v. p. 202. 
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information respecting the condition and politics of Boni, and 
believing that some sinister influence was at work to prevent his 
meeting with tlie king, he resolved to proceed on his voyage. 

The state of Boni, though of recent origin, is now the mast 
powerful in Celebes. Its form of government is an {u*istoci'atic 
elective niomirchy, the king, or the Patainankowc, being chosen 
by the Aru Pitu, or liajah ]?itu, that is by six men or liaiahs. 
These si* men fill also the great offices of state, and each, in 
case of absence, can appoint a proxy. The Toinarilalan, who 
is prime minister or treasurer, is not one of the elective body, but 
is a sort of balancing power, and the medium of communication 
between them ami the king, although there is reason to believe 
that this functionary wiehls a higher authority tlian even tlie 
Aru Pitu. The king decides when the Aru Pitu is equally 
divided ; but in cases of election to the supreme power, the To- 
marilalan decides between the contending parties. In such 
cases a general assembly of the inferior rajahs and tlio official 
functionaries is convenc<l, whose voice influences, if it does not 
decide the election. The public voice, however, thus faintly de- 
veloped in this elective monarchy, has not yet, as Mr. Brooke ex- 
presses it, “ worked any benefit to the community generally.” 

On his arrival at tcncke, in the kingdom of Wajo, on the 
26th January, Mr. Brooke met with a kind and affable reception 
from three rajahs. They visited the Iloyalist, and offered to show 
him and his party a deer hunt, and to talce them toTesora, the pre- 
sent capital of Wajo. They accordingly set out on the 6()th, and 
passing through looping, Piagaga, and Ponrang, amid assembled 
thousands carrying arms and banners, and firing muskets, and 
uttering discordant yells, they reached Tesora, a large straggling 
city, the ancient boundary oi which is marked by a fortification 
several miles in circuit. The houses are mostly large and well 
built, but old and tottering; and the remains of brick-built mosques 
and powder-magazines indicate the former extent of the city. The 
uopuhition, now about GOOO, must have been four times that num- 
ner. Mr. Brooke and his party were received at the house allotted 
to them by crowds within, and a mob without, and sat eating 
sweetmeats, and afterwards devouring their dinner — the gaze 
and wonder of a Bugis multitude. When they lay down to sleep, 
tlie crowd, particularly the female jiortion, pressed closer to look 
at their faces ; and when they loft the house, fresh hordes pursued 
them till midnight. The following day they visited the Rajali, 
and after a luxurious collation, at wffiich politics were unre- 
servedly discussed, they were entertained with the brutality of 
cock-fighting. The Bugis consider themselves as a free people^ 
and Mr. Brooke was unable to discover the faintest trace of 
any limit to the freedom of discourse. They! arc a manly and 
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spirited, though an idle race. As colonists and traders they are 
enterprising. "J'he women enjoy perfect liberty ; and though talk- 
ing often in a very unladylike manner, on unladylike subjects, 
yet they are chaste.” The po|)u]ation of the eastern and northern 
shores, and particularly of Wajo, is 67,800, reckoning 15])ersoiis 
to a liouso, the number of houses being 4520. 

The southern limb of Celebes contains the four kingdoms of 
Luwu, Wajo, Boni, and So])ing. Goa, the fifth, has been lonp; 
under European domination, and Si Deiidring, once |)art of l^oni, 
is now an independent kingdom. The three states of Boni, Wajo, 
and Soping, have acted as one state for the purj)ose of defence. 
A\^ijo is governed by six hereditary Kajahs, three civil and three 
military, who elect the head, viz. the Aru Mutoah. A clnuaber 
of forty nobles are aj)pealed to on difficult emergencies, atul tlirciJ 
Tangawas, or tribunes of the peoj)le, who summon the council of 
Ibi'ty, watch over )>o|)uhir rights. The three Pangawus are 
elected by the peojde, and generally hold office for life. J'he 
llajah Penrang, next in rank to the six, liolds the privilege 
of advising or upbraiding the six llajahs.” The wealth of all 
classes consists in slaves, or rather serfs. There arc fifty slaves 
or more to each freeman. They are neither imported nf»r ex- 
ported. Debtors and criminals become slaves, and their masters 
liave tljc j»ower of life and death. 

In retuiaiing through Boni, Mr. Brooke observed a ludicrous 
example of court etiquette. Although the country possesses a 
constitution, yet it has bceji reduced to a state of perfoct despot- 
ism by the Pataumnkow'e or king. When this personage sits 
all sit — when he rises all rise. Should he ride ana fall from his 
horse, all about Iiim must fall from their horses likewise. If he 
bathe, all must bathe too, and whoever is passing at the time 
must plunge into the water in the dress, good or bad, which they 
happen to wear.” 

Mr. Brooke had heard in the early part of liis jouniey f»f the 
cave of Mampo, which was said to be full of figures of men 
and beasts,” and he took much trouble to obtain leave to visit 
it. The hill of Mampo, 400 feet high, and composed of coral 
rock, is two miles from the town of Uiiii, and is flat-topped and 
covered with wood. Tlie Patamankowc appointed the Aru Tan- 
net6 to accomjiauy Mr. Brooke to the cave, and the i^arty set 
out on the 3d of April, att^ded by a mob of 200 or 300 per*- 
sons. The entrance to the cave, which immediately expands 
into a lofty hall, dropping with the fantastic forms of numerous 
stalactites, is at a sliort distance from the town of Alitpang, con- 
sisting of seventy houses, and standing on the hill side. 

** lilampo cave,” says Mr. Brooke, » a prodmstion of nature, aad 
the various lialls and passages exhibit the multitude of beautiful forms 
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with which Nature adorns her works ; pillars, and shafts, and fret- 
work, many of the most dazzling white, adorn the roofs or support 
them, and the ceaseless progress of the work is still going forward and 
presenting all figures in gradual formation. The top of the cave, here 
and there fallen in, gives gleams of the most picturescjue light, whilst 
trees and creepers, growing from the fallen masses, slioot up to the 
level above, and add a charm to the scene. Yet was 1 greatly disap- 
]>ointed, and enjoyed the sight less than I should otherwise have 
done. 

“ These varied forms of stalactites the natives speak of as figures ; 
u fallen pillar represents a rajah ; and, by a like stretch of imagina- 
tion, they call various stones dogs, horses, ships, rice, looms, <&c. 
Names arbitrarily enough bestowed, but which retain their particular 
designations, and produce their uniformity of statement when they 
speak of the figures they each have seen in the cave. Some parts of 
the cave are inclosed with stones, and offerings of slight burning 
sticks, similar to those used in Chinese temples, are stuck round them. 
The path to these shrines is so well trodden, that they arc evidently 
much frequented by the natives. 

« « « * * 

** The hundreds of dark figures with flaming torches mingling their 
light with the streams of sunbeams from the I'oof^ — their yells and 
shouts ns they entered the spacious halls, and the time — the clime — 
the spot — all produced a highly picturesque effect; yet I could not 
enjo}^, though I admired; ami my chief comfort was, that I might 
spare other travellers from being misled by the exaggerated, but con- 
sistent account of the natives. 

“ The European imagination would deck this cave with all tlic 
semblance of a cathedral, w'ith some slight approximation to the real- 
ity ; they would see the shrines of saints or heroes — the Gotliic arch 
— the groined roof — the supporting pillars. 

‘‘ The natives, from tradition as well as imagination, bestow on the 
varied shapes of stalactites the names of men, of beasts, or of birds. 
The halls of Alhambra are the nearest approach to the caves of Na- 
ture's formation, and we may suppose they w'ere first imitations of 
Nutui*e’s subterranean works. 

** The transition from the dim light and freshness of the cave into 
the bright glare of a tropical sun, was very displeasing ; and 1 felt 
glad, after an excursion of some hours, to return to our quarters at 
Unii.** — Mr. Brooke's Journal, Captain Mundy’s Narrative^ vol. i., pp. 
141-143. 

Leaving Tesora, and descending the Cliinrana, Mr. Brooke 
joined the Iloyalist, and proceeded on liis voyage northward, 
visiting Luwu, the oldest and most decayed of the Bugis states, 
and rounding the nortliem extremity of the gulf of Boni, whero 
the river Um dischar^s itself by seven mouths into the sea. 
He visited the Miiikoka tribe, on the east side of the gulf, a 
jieople who are ** keen bartei’ci’s,” inairy only one wife, aiirl have 
a language of their own, Mr, Brooke got lbs. of w ax for a 
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red cotton handkerchief, worth 8d. ; 30 lbs. of sago for one worth 
a shilling, and from 70 to 100 cocoa nuts for a small reil cotton 
liandkereliief. Descending the coast by Pulo-Bassa, an island 
growing from the reef, the Royalist ran across the bay to Bon- 
thian, and thence to Samarang, wdiere Mr. Brooke was compelled 
to put in for provisions, and where he received money and liospi- 
tahty from Mr. MacNeilL From Samarang he proceeded to 
Singapore, where he remained a few months to recruit his health 
and refit liis vessel. Early in August he set out for Sarawak, 
wljere he arrived on the 29th of August, 1840. 

Sick, languid, and disabled, Mr. Brooke’s detenninati(»n had 
been to remain only for a few days on his way northward, and 
this resolution was strengthened when he found that no progress 
had been made in suppressing the rebellion, which had lusted 
for four years. The cordial reception, however, which lu^ met 
with from the Rajah Muda Ilassim, the chiefs, and the peo])le, and 
the earnest prayers of the first, that he would not leave him in 
his ])rcsent disgraced and deserted position, induced him to join 
the miserable Borneo army ; but such wore ‘‘ the scenes of cow- 
ardice, treachery, intrigue, and lukewarmness which he wit- 
nessed in the course of ten days, that he left them and rc‘turned 
to his vessel. The Rajah renewed his entreaties, and ofl’ered to 
make over to him the government of Sarawak, with its revenues 
and trade. Mr. Brooke refused to accept this offer while the 
'svar was pending ; and considering the >var as just and righteous, 
and its speedy termination as a service to humanity, he stalled 
to join the Sarawak forces on the fid of October at Leda Tanah, 
where he saw “ the whole army bathe, with the comniander-in- 
chief at their head.” The army consisted of 200 Chinese, armed 
chiefly with swords and spears, 2h{) Malays, and about 200 
Dyaks of various tribes. The enemy, who occupied the fort of 
Bolidah, were from 350 to 500 strong, half of whom were armed 
with muskets, and the other half with spears. The fort was on 
a slight eminence at the water’s edge, defended by a few swivels 
and a gun or two, and by various snares, some like mole-traps, 
and others were holes filled with ranjow^s, or s])iked hambiK>s. 
To assault the fort by a chain of three forts, and a stixrkade, was 
the resolve of the allied army. A reinforcement of men and guns, 
sent for by Mr. Brooke, having arrived, a breach was soon made 
in the wooden fort on the 31st October. Mr. Brooke proposed to 
stonn the place with 150 Chinese and Malays; but though srune 
of the chiefs agreed, aud tried to influence the courage of those 
who dissented from the proposal, no attempt was made to attack 
the enemy. Neither persuasion nor ridicule bad any influence 
upon them, and Mr. Brooke returned in disgust to bis ship. The 
Rajah again induced him to return, and on the lOtb December 
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he rejoined the army. The campaign now assumed an active cha- 
racter. New recruits had arrived, and new forts were erecte<l ; 
and after a series of skirmishes, with varied success and little 
loss, the enemy advanced from the stockade into the open field. 
Mr. Brooke instantly saw their mistake, and profited by it. With 
liis detachment of Englishmen, twelve in number, he charged 
quickly across the padi-fields, followed by one Illaimn, named 
Si Tundo, and by the rest of the natives at a respectful distance. 
The manasiivro was completely successful. The moment the Eng- 
lish ajipearcd on the ridge alK)vc the river, in the hollow of which 
the rebels were seeking protection, they were completely routed, 
and the victory was decisive and bloodless. The rebels lost their 
arms and ammunition, several forts were captured, the remnant 
of the defeated troops were disheartened, and in a few’ days a 
treaty w^as signed, Bolidah delivered up, and at tlie close of 1811, 
the rebellion at an end. Mr. Brooke made it a condition with 
the Rajah that the lives of the prisoners should be spared, and 
that their women and childi*en, who were given as liostagcs, 
should he treated kindly, and preserved from wrong. 

In the beginning of January 1841, the army broke up from its 
encampment near Siniavin, and returned to Sara\vak. When 
Mr. Brooke “ was winding up liis affairs, in order to liave an 
agreement drawm up betw^een the Rajah and himself,*’ a fleet of 
lllanun pirates ajipeared on the coast, and wdth the Rajah’s pr- 
mission anchored off Saraw’ak. It was reported that their ob- 
ject was to seize fifty lacks of dollars w hich were supposed to he 
on board the Royalist, whoso figure head was believed to be of 
solid gold. The fleet consisted of eighteen pralius, decorated 
with flags and streamers, and firing cannon and musketry. 
The smallest carried 30, and the largest 100 men, and each had 
from 30 to 50 oars. Their armament was one or two six-pounders 
on the bow, one four-pounder stern-cliaser, and a number of 
swivels, besides musketry, spears, and swords. Mr. Brooke put 
himself* into a complete posture of defence, lest Iiostilitics might 
ensue. The interview with the Rajah, however, was friendly, 
and the fleet departed in peace. Magindanao, 8oolao, and the 
northern part of Borneo, are the great nests of i)iraey ; and as no 
measures have been adopted for its supjirossion, the greatest de- 
vastation and misery are inflicted on tno rest of the Archi)>elago. 

Plaving received from the Rajah the papers duly signed and 
sealed; which declared him resident at Sarawak,” that is, which 
gave him permission to live in the province, and to seek profit by 
trade,” Mr. Brooke engaged to bring a vessel for ti^e, laden 
with a mixed cargo for the Sarawak market and the liajah pro- 
mised in return to build him a house, and to procure antimony ore 
in return for his goods. Under these arrangements, Mr. Brooke 
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sailed for Singapore, on the 16th February, and after a stay of 
three months, during which he purchased, for 5(X)0 dollars, the 
Swift, a schooner of ninety tons, and put a suitable cargo on 
board her, he returned with his two vessels to Sarawak early in 
April 1841. Though he was received with honoui'S and salutes, and 
with I'enewed kindness on the part of the Knjah and the people 
generally, yet Mr. Brooke found that the house promised him 
was not oven begun, anti that the antimony ore was not ready 
for delivery. The wooden tenement, however, was speedily 
erected ; but though the whole cargo of tlie Swift was delivereil 
to the Rajah, yet the price of it in antimony was not paid. When 
suffering under this disappointment, a fleet of 100 prahus, mnnntHl 
by two or three tliousaiul wild Dyaks and Malays, swept past his 
liouso and np the river, for the purpose of slaughtering the in- 
offensive people on its banks, and procuring slaves and plunder. 
By a firm remonstrance with the Rajah this expedition wiis ])re- 
ventetl, and hundreds of lives probably spared. It was at this 
time also that Mr. Brooke learned that the crew of an Knglish 
ship, wrecked on the nortli-u’est coast, were detained as prisoners 
at llrnni, the capital. lie in vain re(piested the Rajah tt> aj)ply 
to the Stdtan for their release, and at last determined to dispatch 
tlie Royalist for that ])nrposc. A portion of the antimony om 
(750 poculs) having been now shipped on board the Swift, and 
no farther remittance being probaole, she was sent to Singapon?, 
both vessels sailing for their different destinations on the 25tli 
of July, and Mr. Brooke and his three companions remaining 
at Sarawak. 

Although Mr. Brooko, with his throe companions, without the 
protection of his vessel or his (Tcw', was now at the mercy of the 
Rajali, he did not scruple to urge liiin to the fulfilment of his 
promises, and to ])oint out his injustice in withholding the anti- 
mony ore, and in delaying to assist him in the release of his coun- 
trymen, and his want of faith res])ecting the negotiation for the 
government of Sarawak, and the detention of the female pri- 
soners taken in the I'cbellion. These representations were met 
with more abundant promises, but no exertion was made to ful- 
fil them. After retuniing from an excursion into the interior, 
and waiting with anxiety the return of his ship, Mr. Brooke 
received a letter from Captain Gill of the Sultana of Bombay, 
which had been destroyed uy lightning on the 4th January 1841. 
Forty-one of her crew had reached Borneo in an indescsribable 
state of starvation and misery. The Sultan had allowetl Caj)- 
tain Gill and Mr. and Miss Dc Souza, with three servants, to 
proceed to Singapore, but they were obliged to put in dismasted 
to the island sTrhassan, and were afterwards detained by a fleet 
of piratical prahus. Afflicted by this intelligence; Mr. Brooke took 
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measures for the relief of the parties at Borneo and Sirhassan, but 
before he learned the effect of these, the Royalist arrived at 
Samarang near Sarawak on the 18th, and the Swift on the 19th 
August. The intelligence brought by the Royalist was in every 
respect unfavourable. Pretending that the prisoners had entered 
into an agreement with him, the Sultan refused in a letter to 
Mr. Broc^e to release them; but this miserable subterfuge 
served only to increase his exertions in their favour. The 
Honourable Company’s steamer Diana, had been sent by the 
Governor of Singapore to communicate with Mr. Brooke, and 
then to proceed to Bruni to demand the release of the wrecked 
British subjects. Influenced no doubt by this event, the Rajah 
sent some Pangcrans to Bruni with the same humane object, 
and in a short time the Diana returned with Captain and Mrs. 
Page, Mr. Young, the second officer, and all the rest of the 
Sultana’s crew, save only a few who had landed at the north 

f art of Borneo, and been afterwards brought as slaves to Borneo 
’roper. 

Mr. Brooke’s position at Sarawak was now a critical one. 
The Pangeran Macota, a cruel and faithless chief, had shown 
the bitterest hostility to him. By threats and violence he had 
prevented or driven all persons from visiting him,” and he had 
used every means to prevent the Rajah from completing the 
transference of Sarawak to Mr. Brooke. In this state of affairs, 
Mr. Brooke determined to make a bold and decisive movement ; 
and having obtained the fullest proof of the intrigues and crimes 
of Macota, he laid the infonnatioii before the Rajah Muda 
Hassim, and demanded an investigation. 

“ My demand, as usual,” says he, “ was met by vague promises of 
future enquiry, and Macota seemed to triumph in*the success of his vil- 
lany : but the moment for action had now arrived. My conscience told 
me that I was bound no longer to submit to such injustice, and I was 
resolved to test the strength of our respective parties. Repairing on 
board the yacht, I mustered my people, explained my intentions and 
mode of operation, and having loaded the vessel’s guns with grape 
and canister, and brought her broadside to bear, I proceeded on shore 
with a detachment fully armed, and taking up a position at the entrance 
of the Rajah’s palace, demanded and obtained an immediate audience. 
In a few words 1 pointed out the villany of Macota, his tymnny and 
oppression of all classes, and my determination to attack him by force 
and drive him from the country. I explained to the Rajah, Uiat several 
chiefs and a large body of Siniawan Dyaks (200) were ready to assist 
me, and that the only course lefl to prevent bloodshed was immedi- 
ately to proclaim me governor of the country. 

This unmistakeable demonstration had the de^red effect ; a resist- 
ance, indeed, on his part would have been useless, for the Chinese 
population, and the inhabitants of the town generally, remained per- 
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fecily neutral. None joined the party of Macota, and his paid fol- 
lowers w^ere not more than twenty in number. Uiuler ihc guns of 
the Royalist, and with a small body of men to protect me personally, 
and the great majority of all classes with me, it is not surprising that 
the ncgociation proceeded rapidly to a favourable issue. The <lo<‘u- 
ment was quickly drawn up, sealed, signed, and delivered ; and on 
the 24th of Sepember 1841, 1 was declared Rajah and Governor of 
Saraw’ak, amidst the roar of cannon and a general display of flags 
and banners from the shore and boats in the river.” — Mr. Brooke’s 
Journal in Capt. Mundy’s Narratire^ vol. i. pp. 270, 271. 

Thus confirmed in his government, Mr. Brooke devoted his 
highest powers to the interests of humanity and tlie civilisation c>f 
his peo])le : He released uymards of a hundred of the unforlu- 
iiate females whom the fate of war had left in the power of the 
Kajali ; he substituted a moderate tax on rice in room of tho 
arbitrary exactions of liis j)redecessor ; he estabHs])ed a court 
for the administration of justice, in which he himself ))resid(Hl, 
with the assistance of such of the Rajalfs brothers as eliosc ti) 
attend ; lie jirotected the Dyaks from the oppression and rapacity 
of the Malays; and ho prepared a naval force for defending 
himself against the incursions of the sea-pirates. 

The year 1842, the first of Mr. Brooke’s reign, began under 
favourable auspices. In the code of laws which he jirinled and 

I irornulgated in the Malay language, he adopted tlie criminal 
aw of Borneo, he granted freedom of trade in everything hut 
antimony ore, and he laid down rules for fixing and colleeting 
llie revenue. After experiencing many difficulties, and lacing 
many dangers to which he was exposed in the administration of 
justice, he undertook an excursion, about tlie middle of April, 
to his diamond mines at Suntah. On tlie 2fith Ajiril thi*v en- 
tered the small river Slabad, but it was so obstructed by fallen 
trees that tliey were forced to return after ascending about four 
miles. Leaving their boats they walked to the stee]) mountain 
Tubbany, about 400 feet in length. About half-way up tliev 
gained the entrance of a cave into which they descended tlirougli 
a hole. is 50 or fiO feet long, and its far end is supyiorted 
on a colonnade of stalactites, and opens on a sheer |>recipiee 
of a 100 or 150 feet. Hence the spectator can overlook the 
distant scene ; the forest lies at liis feet, and only u lew trees 
growing from the rook reach nearly to the level of the grotto. 
The effect is striking and panoramic, tlic grotto clieerful ; lioored 
wdth fine sand ; the I'oof groined like Gothic, whence the few 
clear droops which filter through, form here and there the fan- 
tastic stalactites common to such localities. The natives reuort 
the o^ve to be the residence of a fairy nueen, and they enow 
lier bed, pillow, and other of bar household furniture. \Vitluu 
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the cave we found a few remnants of human bones, probably 
those of some poor Dyak who had crawled there to die.” 

After his return to Sarawak, where he found peace and 
plenty, the poor not harassed, and justice done to all,” Mr. Brooke 
undertook an expedition against the Sing^ Dyak Chief Parim- 
ban. The mountain of Sing6 with its groves of fruit-trees, is 
inhabited by 800 males, the most ignorant and wild of the Dyaks. 
Their chief, Parimban, had made himself unpopular by his ex- 
tortion, and had illegally made war upon the Sigos, one of the 
Dyak tribes of Sarawak. Mr. Brooke gave the chieftainship of 
the tribe to a younger and more popular chief of the name of 
Bibit, and making Parimban pay two guns to the Sigo Dyaks, 
he concluded a peace between them. 

On his return to Sarawak, Mr. Brooke made arrangements for 
visiting Brune, the capital of Borneo Proper, to j)rocure the rati- 
fication by the Sultan of the grant of the (jroveiTiment and coun- 
try of Sarawak ; to obtain the release of tlie Lascar crew of the 
Sultana and Viscount Melbourne, which had been wrecked on the 
Luconia shoal ; to reconcile Muda llassiin to the Sultan ; to make 
him virtual if not nominal sovereign of Iif)rneo, and thus get him- 
self firmly established and relieved from the intriguing, mean, 
base Borncons. 

lie accordingly embarked in the Royalist on the 15th tiuly, 
and on the 22d he arrived in the Borneo river. No sooner was 
his arrival intimated, than a mob of Pangcrans with their fol- 
lowers came on boanl at two o’clock in the morning, eager in their 
iiupiiries after Muda llassiin, and anxious for his return. After 
various intercommunications, Mr. Brooke was presented to the 
Sultan on tlie 25th. In the course of a week he was so fortu- 
nate as to achieve all the objects of his voyage. A reconciliation 
was effected between the Sultan and Muda Flassim — the twenty 
Lascars of the shipwrecked British ships were released, and on 
the 1st August 1842, the contract making over to Mr. Brooke the 
government of Sarawak, was signed, sealed, and witnessed. 

After receiving mobs of visitors on the 3d and 4th, the Royalist 
set sail next day, and arrived on the 15th at Sarawak. The 
Sultan’s letters to Muda Hassim were to be protluced on the 
evening of the 18th, in all the state which possibly could be 
attained ; and the following ceremonial accompanied the final ces- 
sion of Sarawak to its new Rajah 

‘‘ On the arrival of the letters,” says Mr. Brooke, they were received 
and brought up amid large wax torches, and the person who was to 
read them was sUitioiied on a raised platform ; standing below him was 
the Rajah with a sabre in his hand ; In front of the Rajah was his bro- 
ther Fangeran Jaffer, with a tremendous kempelon drawn, and around 
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wero the oilier brothers and myself all standing— ^the rest of the com- 
pany being seated. The letters were th^n read, tlie last one appoint- 
ing me to hold the government of Sarawak. After this the litijnh 
descended, and said aloud, ‘ If any one present disowns or contests 
the Sultan’s appointment, let him declare!’ All wei'e silent, lie 
next turned to the Fating!^ and asked them ; they were obedient to 
the will of the Sultan. Then came the other Pangerans, — ‘ Is thoit) 
any Pangerans or any young lltyah that contests the question ? Pan- 
geran Der Macota, what do you say V Macota expressed liis willing- 
ness to obey. One or two other obnoxious Pangerans, who had 
always opposed themselves to me, were each in turn c.hallongc'd, and 
forced to promise obedience. The Pajah then waved his swonl, and 
wdth a loud voice exclaimed, ‘ Whoever be is that disobeys the 
Sultan’s mandate, now received, 1 will separate his skull ;’ at this mo- 
ment some ten of his brothel's jumped from the verandah, and draw- 
ing their long krisses, began to flourish and dance about, thrusting 
close to Macota, striking the pillar above his head, ]>ointing their 
weapons at his breast. This amusement, the violence of motion, the 
freedom from restraint, this explosion of a long |ient up unimoHiiy 
roused all tlieir passions ; and had Macota, llu'ough an excess of fenr 
or an excess of bravery, started up, he o been Klairi, uml 

other blood would '' been spilt. Jiut lie was quiijt with his fin‘e 
j)ale and subdued, and as shortly as decency would iierinil, after the 
riot bad subsided, took his leave. This scene is a custom with them ; 
the only exception to which was that it was pointed so directly at 
Macota.” — Mr. Brooke’s faKeppel’s Expedition, dc*.— vol. i. ji. 
331 . 

Although four or five of the Dyak tribes had yieddod a ready 
.submission to the sway of their new Rajali, and begged for his 
protection, yet his authority was defied by the Hinge Dvaks, 
who had been misled by llieir chief, Parirnban, and the Panglinin 
Po Tuinmo. It became necessary, therefore, to attack them in 
their stronghold. The mountain on which their village stands is 
as steep as a ladder, and frcmi an embankment at the top th(»y 
can roll down rocks, and securely use tlieir sjioars and oth<T 
missiles on their ascending enemies. The Patingis, by Mr. 
Brooke’s direction, ascended the hill, and thougli the ilynks, 
witli drawn swords, endeavoured to intimidate them, the village 
was taken, and the two chiefs Tlie sudden ap|K»aran<'e of the 
Dyaks from the left bank of the river, the enemies of the Hingti 
Dyaks, induced Parirnban and Po Tummo to surrender thcmi- 
selves, in order to avoid a woi’se fate ; and they accordingly rnet 
Mr. Brooke, clothed in white, a symbol of peace and submission. 

1 told him,” says Mr. Brooke, I would not kill him^ but take 
him to the Rajali, and he would then know what were the 
Rmali’s orders and yet lie tells us a tew lines afterwanis, that 
Parirnban and Po Tnmma wero put in irons^ preparotory to 
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tlieir execution,” and that they were executed on the 7th of 
September. At six o’clock in the evening, as the sun set, 
Parimban and Po Tummo closed, their earthly career. They were 
taken out to the rear of iny^gillbuse, and dispatched by the knives 
of the Kajah’s followers. I could not help being shocked, 
though the necessity was a stern one, and their death merited. 
Besides, their release would have entailed the dcsti*uction of 
numbers of my friends and supporters. Parimban died with 
courage. Po Tummo shrank from the execution of the sen- 
tence. Both were laid in one grave.”* 

Wo have not been able to i*econcile ourselves to this act of 
Mr. Brooke’s government. lie was Rajah of Sarawak ; he 
))romised that he would not kill his caj)tives, and they were not 
subject to the orders of Rajah Muda Ifassim. However neces- 
sary, therefore, the punishment might be, and however merited 
their death, his promise of life should have been kept, and when 
they surrenderea themselves in order to escape the fury of their 
Dyak foes, he should have protected them from “ the knives of 
the. Rrjnb’s followers.” In this war of seven days, thus pain- 
fully and fatally terminait ., ' succeeded, as he him- 

self says, without the loss of a single life, ai. . ithout injury 
to any property, except Parimban’s and that of his immediate 
relatives.” AVith no Wood therefore to avenge, and no injury to 
deplore, the lives of the Sing6 chiefs might have been spared. " 

In the beginning of February *1843, Mr. Brooke went to Sin- 
gapore, to communicate his views and plans to the Governor, 
who assured him of his aid in su|)pressing piracy and advancing 
commerce, and of his willingness to give him the assistance of 
any steamers that could be spared from more pressing duties. 
These important objects had occupied the attention of the British 
Government, and Admiral Sir W. Parker had, at the conclu- 
sion of the Chinese war, ordered the Uido, commanded by the 
lion. Captain Keppel, to the Midacea Straits and Borneo. While 
at Penang in the month of March 1843, he became acquainted 
with Mr. Brooke, who accepted of his invitation to return to 
Sarawak in the Dido. During their passage across,” Mr. 
Brooke guided Captain Keppel to the haunts of the Balanini ^ 
pirates, where they fell in wdth tw*o small fleets — the /^cs^of 
large proas, each pulling 50 oars, which escaped with such 
rapidity, that they appeared to Captain Kepi^l, “ from their 
swiftness, to be flying,” and the next of eie war vessels, which 
attacked a boat expedition under Lieutenant Horton and Mr. 
Brooke, but were soon overcome, with the loss of ten men 
killed and twenty wounded. On the IGtli the Dido anchored 


* Mr. Brook<^*« Journal in Captain Aarivtire, voL I pp. 329-333. 
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at Sarawak) and astonished the natives by a salute in honour of 
Muda Hassiin. Mr. Brooke was received with undisguised de- 
light, and warmly welcomed to his adopted country. Having 
equipped themselves at Mr. Brooke’s with swords and cocked 
hats, they marched to the Rajah’s residence, where they smoked 
cigars, drank tea, chewed betel-nut, and stared at and coni- 
plimented each other. After the Rajah had returned the visit 
of Captain Keppel, and after another pirate fight, in whirli 
eighteen or twenty of the enemy, along with their cliief, were 
slain, an expedition was organized at the desire ofMuda llassini 
for a campaign against the pirates of Sarebas and Sakarran. 
The force from the Dido was eighty in all, manning tlie jnnnaco, 
two cutters, a gig, and Mr. Brooke’s boat, the tiolly Bacludor. 
The native force was about 1000 men. The preparations being 
completed, on the 4th of June the expedition, with its wihl 
and undisciplined armament, left Sarawak, and proceiMled to 
Boling, where the shallowness of the river compelled them to 
leave about 1 50 men. On tlie 1 1 th the tide swept them rapidly up 
tlie bore, and all on a sudden a turn in the river brought them in 
front of a steep hill, where several hundred savages rose up ami 

{ ;ave one of their war yells, the first that Captain Ke|)|Kd had 
leard, and more terrific than any report of musketry or ord- 
nance. Passing onw^ard, they were sto])ped by a barrier of trees 
across the river. Captain Keppel rashly squeezed his gig through 
a small opening, and found himself in front of three fonnidabh*- 
looking forts, which instantly opened upon him a discharge of 
cannon. Thus exposed to their grape-shot, and cut off’ from his 
companions, he was drifting fast upon the enemy, and the war- 
riors who covered the banks of the river were yelling and rushing 
down to seize his boat and his crew\ The other boats, howevei*, 
soon got through the barrier, and wliilc the i)innace maintained 
a destructive fire against the fort, Mr. D’Aetli, who was the first 
to land, jumped on shore with his crew, and at once rushed to- 
wards the fort upon the top of the hill. This dashing assault 
of the fort was so novel, and incomprehensible to the enemy, that 
they fled panic struck into the jungle. All their guns wore 
taken, their stockades burnt, and the cajiital Paddi, and the ad- 
jacent villages, consigned to the flames, and given up to plunder. 
Thus triumphant, the Dido’s boats proceeded up the two branches 
of the river, under Lieutenant Horton and Mr. Brooke. In as- 
cending the left branch, they were vigorously attacked by the 
enemy, who continued the fight during the night ; but as the expe- 
dition w’as now close to the spot to which they had removed their 
families and their property, thev sent a flag of truce, promising en- 
tire submission, and oflering hostages for their good behaviour. 
After having dislodged and routed the enemy at Pakoo, they 
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attackod Bombas^ wliere they forced the pirates to surrender at 
discretion. 

The Iierocs returned to Sarawak, saluted by the yells and 
guns and gongs of the inhabitants, and now raised to a high 
place in the esteem of the B.i\jah. The Dido w^as at tliis time 
recalled to China, and Captain Keppel left Sarawak on the 24th 
June, but fortunately for Mr. Brooke, his jdace was supplied by 
(ilaptain Sir Edward Belcher, who arrived in the Sainarang of 
26 guns, early in J uly 1 843, liaving been instructed to visit Sara- 
wak, — to communicate with Mr. Brooke, — to proceed to Borneo 
Proper, — to cxsimine and report on the coal measures of that 
district, — and to obtain a sumcient quantity of coal for trial on 
board one of our steamers.* Sir Edward was warmly received 
by Mr. Brooke, visited liajah Muda Hassim, and on the 11th 
set off on an excursion along with Mr. lirooke to visit the 
antimony and gold mines, and the Dyak tribes. The antimony 
mines are about hvo miles inland from the river, and about 700 
feet above its level. The entire mountain is a mass of ore, which 
is blasted by making large fires on the heavy masses, aiul throw- 
ing water ujioii them to split them. At Selingok, three miles 
farther inland, are the ^old mines, which are worked by a (Mii- 
iiesc party at a rental. The gold is obtained, by washing, from a 
very loose disintegrated granitic debris, containing detached 
crystals of (|uartz, pyrites, antimony, and traces of tin, After 
visiting the Ilead-llouse,” which w'e have already clescribeil 
after Mr. Marryat, and communicating with the Dyaks, they re- 
turned to Sarawak. 

On the 16th July, when the Sainarang was preparing to leave 
Sarawak, she was forced by the tide on a slaty ledge, and after- 
wards grounded, heeled over and filled ; and not a member of her 
company seemed to entertain the slightest liopc of her recovery. 
After eleven days immersion, however, she was recovered by the 
greatest exertions on the part of the crew, without the loss of a sin- 
gle instrument. On the 20tli of August, the Saumi'ang, accompa- 
nied by the Harlequin, Vixen, Koyalist^ and Ariel, proceeded, 
with Mr. Brooke on board, to Borneo. They reached the mouth 
of the river on the 28th, and leaving the vessels at anchor, they 
])roceeded in tlieir boats to pay their respects to the Sultan. The 
city of Bruni or Brunai, is built on the waters, the palace, as 
well as the entire city, being erected on piles driven into the 
mud on the banks of the river. The population is about 22,000. 


* Tlie Boarch for coal was at this time fniitleai. SmaU seams of veiygood 
cannel coal were fokiuil in the N. £. of lAbuan, and on the islands of Clierimon and 
Atetig, (which means ceei,) but tlic ex^ease of working H would be so great, that, 
aimrdiitg lo hir £• Deiehery U ounld be knded cheaper (rom Enghuid. 




457 


Discomfiture of the Pirates. 

Aft42r an hospitable reception at the palace by the Sultan’s dc- 
])uty Pangcran Usop, and examining the coal district, the Harle- 
quin conveyed Mr. Brooke to Sarawak, and tho Sainaratig went 
to Hong Kong. 

On arriving at Singapore on the 18th July, Ca})taiu Kepjiel 
learned from Mr. Brooke that the SakaiTan j)irates had been 
out in great force, and that if he could come over quickly he 
might have a chance of catching and crushing them in the very 
act of piracy. Captain lvepi)el lost no time in obeying this 1 * 0 - 
qncst, and liaving obtained the aid of the Phlegethon steamer, 
he arrived at Sarawak on the 2S)th July 1843. After visiting tho 
Kajah, and completing their warlike prc‘pai'ations, the Phlegethon 
steamer weighea anchor on the 5th August, and the little fleet com- 
]»osing the expedition, anchored off the mouth of the river Linga. 
Having cautioned Serift* Jaffer against aiding Serifls Sahib and 
Muller, on whoso destruction they had determined, they sailed 
up the Batung Lupar, a inagiiificent river, about lour miles witic, 
and on the 7tli they came in sight ofthe fortifications of Patusen, 
live ill number, but two not <juite finished. When within muskc't 
range Lieutenant Wade, who had the command, was the first to 
break the line and pull directly in the face of the largest fort. 
The rest did tho same. The forts opened fii*c on both steanuT 
and boats. The guns of the Phlegethon would not go o(f, so 
that the boats had all the glory to themselves. Tho instant they 
reached the shore, the crews rushed against the forts, and entered 
at the embrasures, while the pirates fled by the rear. In this 
affair one of the Dido’s crew was cut in two by a cannon-shot, 
and other two badly wounded. A to\^’n guarded by forts, two 
miles up the river Grahan, was similarly captured. In this 
town they found Scriff Sahib’s residence, with all his curious 
and extensive wardrobe, a magazine with two tons of gunpowder, 
and a nuinlier of small barrels of fine powder, bi*anded Darlfonlj 
ill the same state as when it left England. In these aflUirs the 
liabitations of 5000 pirates were burnt — five strong forts dcf- 
stixiyed, with several hundred boats — above sixty brass cannon 
(^iptured — about fifteen iron cannon spiked, besides vast quanti- 
ties of other arms and ammunition taken. In this manner Herilf 
Sahib, the great Pirate Patron for the last twenty ycjirs, was 
ruined past recovery, and driven to hide his diminished head in 
the jungle.” Macota, Mr. Brooke’s vinilent enemy, and the 
abettor of tho piracies of Sahib, had located himself about a mile 
from this settlement, and was in tlie act of building extensive 
fortifications. When lie learned the fate of his neighbours, he 
decamped with his followens, leaving all liis valuables behind. 
Everytliing belonging to him was burnt or destroyed, excepting 
some ponderous brass guns. After Seriif Muller’s town on th^ 
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Kenibas, which had been evacuated, had been plundered and 
burnt, the cxj)edition ascended the river in pursuit of the enemy. 
At the first landing-place, when the crew were employed in 
cooking, Captain Kej)pel and Lieutenant Wade fancying they 
heard suj)prcssed voices, took up their guns and crept into the 
jungle. On a sudden they came in sight of a mass of boats con- 
cealed in a snug inlet, filled with the pirates, and guarded by 
armed sentinels. Lieutenant Wade, in place of waiting for the 
arrival of his party, dashed in advance, discharged his gun, and 
called upon liis men to follow. The terrified pirates scrambled 
from their boats like a suddenly roused flock of wild ducks. 
Lieutenant Wade and Captain Keppel advanced with their 
force, nine in number, and again rushed on in pursuit. Before 
crossing an open space about sixty yards wide, which lay between 
the foot of the ascent on which the Dyak village stood. Captain 
Keppel cautioned his too daring lieutenant to wait the arrival of 
his men, but he seems to have still advanced, for in a few mi- 
nutes he fell mortally wounded at Captain Koj^pel’s feet, aiul 
pierced by two rifle shots he died instantaneously. Kcniain- 
ing with the body till the men came up. Captain Keppel gave it 
in charge, and carried the village on the height without any 
farther accident. The following anecdote of this gallant officei’, 
and account of his funeral, is touchingly given by Captain 
Keppel : — 

“ 1 may here narrate a circumstance, from which one may judge 
of the natural kind-heartedness of iny lamented friend. During tlie 
heat of the pursuit, although too anxious to advance to await the an-i- 
val of his men, he nevertheless found time to conceal in a place of 
security a poor terrified 3fahiy girl whom he overtook, and who, by 
nn imploring look, touched his heart. The village and the piratical 
boats destroyed, and the excitement over, we had time to reflect on the 
loss we had sustained of one so generally beloved as the leader of tlie 
expedition had been among us all. Having laid the body in a canoe, 
with the British union-jack fora pall, we commenced our descent of the 
river with very diiferent spirits from those with which we liad ascended 
a few hours before. In tlie evening, with our whole force assembled, 
wc performed the Inst sad ceremony of committing the body to the 
deep, with all the lionours that time and circumstance wpuld allow. 
1 read that beautiful impressive service from a Prayer-book, the only 
one, by the by, in the expedition, which he himself bad brought, as 
he said, ‘ in case of accident.'” — Mr. Brooke's Journal in Keppcl’s 
Eorpedition^ ^c., vol. ii. p. 105. 

Besting from their fatigues on the 15tli and Ifitli August, the 
expedition advanced on the 17th against the Sakarran Dyaks. 
In sailing up the Sakarran, various incidents occiuTed. On the 
DJth| Patingi All was |)ennitted to advance with bis light di\> 
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slon^ with instructions to fall back as soon as he saw the enomy. 
War yells, however, and musket shots, soon indicated that they 
were engaged with the pirates. When Captain Kcppel came 
ill sight of them the scene was indescribable. About twenty 
boats jammed together formed one confused mass, some bottom 
up, the bows and sterns of others only visible, mixed up pelUinell 
with huge rafts,” Among these were Patingi’s division., ‘‘ Head* 
less trunks, as w'ell as heads without bodies, were lying about in 
all directions ; parties were engaged hand to hand, spearing and 
krissing each other ; others were swimming for their lives, while 
thousands of Dyaks were rushing down from both banks, hurU 
ing their spears and stones on the boats below.” In this emcr* 
gency Captain Keppel’s gig got through an accidental opening 
In tliis floating battlo-fido. The attention of the pirates was 
instantly attracted to it, as if to secure their prey ; but Mr. Allen 
having quickly arrived with the second gig, opened upon them 
a destructive nre of rockets, and drove them behind the barriers 
from which they had rushed upon Patingi Ali. From this posi- 
tion they hurled spears and other missiles, and poisoned uurts 
from their sumpitans. Although several of the troops were struck 
with these arrows, yet by the instant excision of the parts and 
the sucking out of the poison from the wounds, no fatal conse- 
quences ensued. 

Patingi Ali, prompted, doubtless, by Mr. Stewart, commander 
of the Ariel, who, without Captain KeppePs knowledge, con- 
cealed himself in Alps boat, haa made a dash through tho nar- 
row pass, and no sooner had he done this than huge rafts of 
bamboo were launched across the river to cut off his retreat. 
Six large war prahus, with 100 men each, then bore down on 
his devoted followers, and one only of his crew of seventeen 
men escaped to tell the tale. When they were last seen, and 
when their own boats were sinking, Mr. Stewart and Patingi 
Ali were in the act of boarding the enemy, and they were no 
doubt overoowered and slain with twenty-nine of their^com- 
radcs, who Tell on this occasion. The number of wounded was 
fifty-six. 

On the 24th August the expedition returned to Sarawak, where 
it was received with the usual rejoicings ; but it was again sum- 
moned into activity by the report that Sahib and Jaffer were 
collecting their troops in the Linga river. Beinfbrced with tho 
boats of the Samarang, which had arrived with Sir Edward Bel- 
cher, the expedition advanced — tookMacota prtoner, and forced 
Sahib to ms&:e a final and precipitate retreat, single and unat- 
tended, out of the reach of doing any farther misemief. That a 
chief so savage and bloodthirsty, a(Xustomed to disre^rd all 
the feelings of our nature, should display any trace of huma* 

VOL. IX. KO. xviii. 2 H 
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nity, lias given us some surprise. When lie was hotly pursued 
Ly the Biilow Dyaks, he threw away his sword, and saved him- 
self by leaving behind him a child whom he had hitherto carried 
in the jungle, Seriff Jaffer w^as compelled to surrender himself^ 
and to resign all pretensions to the province which he possessed. 
Mr. Brooke and Captain Keppel spent some days on ooard the 
Samarang with Sir E. Belcher, and after visiting the Lundu 
Dyaks, they returned to Sarawak in all tlie triumph of conquest. 
In one of the ceremonies which await the returning warrior, 
and which was performed over the Sakarran victors, the three 
wives of the chief Tumangong throw handfuls of yellow rice 
over the heroes, and then sprinkled their heads with gold dust, 
made by grating a lump of gold on a piece of dried shark’s skin. 

When Sir E. Belcher returned to Singapore, a question had 
arisen respecting the existence of an Eurojiean female, supposed 
to have oeen detained somewhere about Ambon, ana con- 
jectured to be the widow of the late Mr. Presgrave, resident 
councillor at Singapore. Mr. Butterworth, the governor, en- 
gaged Sir E. Belcher to conduct this inquiry, and placed the 
Phlegethon at his disposal. On the 14th October 1843, Sir 
Edw ard reached Sarawak, and he and Mr. Brooke made arrange- 
ments for carrying the liajah Muda Ilassim and his family to 
Borneo. The Samarang was left among the Labuan group to 
survey these islands, while the rest of the party in the Phlege- 
tlion went to Bruni. 

The reigning Sultan, who was half an idiot, was the nephew 
of Kajali Muda Hassim. He was the tool of his prime mini- 
ster, i*angeran Usop, wdio, in consequence of a rumour that 
Gi*eat Britain was to send seventeen vessels to subjugate Borneo, 
had put the batteries into a state of defence. The party in the 
boat, containing Badrudeen, Muda Hassim’s brother, were in- 
sulted from the battery on Pula Cherimon, but were allowed to 
proceed. The Phlegethon w^as securely moored in the main 
street of Bruni, within pistol-shot of the Rajah’s^ house, and 
within mu^ket-shot of that of the Sultan. The Rajah and his 
family were embarked in the Samarang’s barge, and attended by 
the armed boats of the Phlegethon; and they were landed in state 
at the palace, where he was favourably received. At this recep- 
tion the Rajah, in the highest strain of courtesy, denounced to his 
nephew the Sultan, the counsels of the minister ; and after the 
Pangeran had replied, the Sultan, motioning the Rajah to him, 
said, My father enjoined me at his death to be guided by your 
counsels, and I intend to do so;” and feeling suddenly HI, retired, 
desiring Mr. Brooke to consider the Rajah as conducting affairs. 
Pan|;eran Usop and Pangeran Mumin declared themselves ready 
to yield implicitly to Muda Hasrim’s wishes, and ordered all the 
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forts to be destroyed. The poorer classes openly professed their 
desire that Mr. Brooke should remain and govern them jointly 
with Muda Hassim. Pangeran Usop was permitted to occupy 
an inferior station — an unmerited kindness which he doubtless 
owed to tlie presence of Mr. Brooke. Before quitting Bruni, 
Mr. Brooke obtained a letter^ addressed by the Sultan to Queen 
Victoria, offering to cede the island of Labuan, to aid in the 
suppression of piracy, and to establish commercial relations with 
England. 

While examining the coal seams in Labuan, Mr. Brooke and 
Sir Edward Belcher noticed an isolated upas trce {antearis toxir- 
caria) nearly forty feet high. Its trunk was almost straight, its 
bark smooth and of a red tan colour, and its head a dense mass 
of dark green glossy foliage. The ground beneath its shade is 
crowded with tombs, yet vegetation nourishes luxuriantly round 
its roots. Sir E. Belcher, upon approaching the tree to tap it, 
exj)erienced no bad effects from its effluvia. Dr. Lawson, liow- 
ever, the surgeon of the Phlegethon, accom])anied by one of the 
mates, “ a j^owerful person and of a strong constitution,” went 
to obtain a large poition of the wood, bark, and juice ; but the 
mate was so mucli stupified that ho was obliged to withdraw 
from his position on the tree. Mr. Low saw an upas sixty feet 
high, witli a fine stem and very white bark. A more virulent 
poison is said to be obtained from a climbing plant wliicli ^rows 
in the neighbourhood of Biutulu. It is probably the Chiiik of 
Java, or Tjettik, or Upas Bajalij as it is called by Sir E. Belcher, 
which acts like vomica. It is a curious fact, as Sir Edward 
mentions, that the bread-fruit tree, the mulberry, and the cow 
tree of South America, belong to the same natural order as the 
deadly upas. 

Early in November, Mr. Brooke and Sir Edward visited 
Ambong, the country of the Bajows and Dusoiis, in order to 
inquire after the European lady already mentioned ; but they 
ascertained that there was no foundation whatever for the story.* 
The scenery here is magnificent and beautiful. Behind the 
town is a high range of hills in the form of an amphitheatre, em- 
bracing two-thirds of the park-like scenery on the rivers Abai 
and Tampassook, and from the anchorage, about half a mile 
from the town, the imposing peaks of Kim Balu, with their blue 
tints, and rising to the height of 13,698 feet, are seen surmount- 
ing the range. Sir Edward Belcher found a brisk traffic going 
on in the town : a glass-bottle purchaseil a fine fowl, and a piece 


* The dfstails of this isqniiy are given hj £Sr Edward Mdfaer ia his 
4*0., vol. L pp. 188-1S6. 




462 Mr. Brockets Journals of a Residence in Borneo. 

of calico of forty yards, worth in England 9s., was bartered for 
a fine fat bullock weighing about three cwt. Having completed 
their work at Ambong, ]Vlr. Brooke and Captain Scott set sail in 
the Phlegethon for Sarawak and Singapore, while Sir Edward 
Belcher pursued his voyage to Manilla. 

When Mr. Brooke was penning his doubts and difficulties ” 
on the 17th February, 1845, a boat from Her Majesty’s steamer, 
Driver, brought Captain Bethune and Mr. Wise, one of the 
owners of the Ariel, bearing a letter from Lord Aberdeen, a[>- 
pointing Mr. Brooke confidential agent to Her Majesty m 
Borneo, and directing him to proceed to Brune with a letter to 
the Sultan and the Kajah Muda Ilassim. Leaving Sarawak on 
the 21st, they reached the Borneo river on the 24th, and were 
kindly received by the Rajah and his brother, Budrudeen, who 
had been using their best exertions for the suppression of piracy. 
Taking leave of the authorities. Captain Bethune and Mr. Brooke 
visited Labuan, an island fifty feet high and twenty-five miles in 
circumference ; and after finding good coal, the latter returned to 
Sarawak. Finding all going on well in that quarter, he pro- 
ceeded to Singapore to consult Sir Thomas Cochrane respecting 
the hostile intentions of the pirate chief of Malludu to attack 
Brune, on account of its treaty with Great Britain for the suppres- 
sion of piracy.” Returning again to Brune in the Phlegethon, ho 
found uj)on his arrival in the end of May, that everything was 
retrograding the English party were doubting both the will 
and the ability of their allies to assist them. Two British 
subjects had been detained in confinement, and the American 
frigate. Constitution, when landing at Bruni, was said to have 
obtained a monopoly of the trade.'*’ The Rajah and liis brother 
considered their lives in danger, and Mr. Brooke trembled 
with inward rage ” at the idea of being the tool and the partici- 
pator of such mistaken policy. He returned, therefore, instantly 
to Singapore, and reappeared at Brun4 on the 8th August, ac- 
companied by Admiral Sir Thomas Cochrane in the Agiucourt, 
with a fleet of seven vessels. In the audience with the Sultan 
and Rajah, Pangeran Usop was found to be the guilty party ; 
and having refused to appear when summoned, his house was 
overwhelmed with shot. The Pangeran fled for safety, and 
British supremacy was again in the ascendant. 

On the 19th August twenty-six boats, with 550 marines and 
sailors, proceeded up the narrow nver of Malludu, one of tho 
small rivers which run into the bay of that name, to attack the 


, * Mr. Brooko justly observes, when stating this supposition, and a|)parcnt]y 
with deep mortification, tho Americans act while the Knglish aro deliberating 
about straws,**^ Vtfthum Sa/fiejiti* 



468 


nis Efforts in Establishing Order^ 

pirates who occupied two forts mounting twelve heavy guns, and 
defended by from 500 to 1000 fighting men. Though the forts 
were protected by a strong and well-contrived boom, yet the 
boats daringly cut awajrpart of it under a heavy fire, and carried 
the place in a fight whicli lasted fifty minutes. The enemy stood 
manfully to their guns ; and a loss of six killed, two mortally, and 
fifteen severely wounded, was repaid by a very heavy loss of 
killed and wounded on theirs.” Many chiefs were slain ; two or 
three SerifFs in their flowing robes, and many Illanuns in their gay 
dresses and golden charms. Twenty-five brass guns were cap-^ 
tured, and Malludu ceased to exist. 

. Mr. Brooke parted with his brave companion on the 25tli 
August, and returned to Brun6, where he had a triumphant in- 
terview with the Kajah and his brother Budrudeen, who, with 
the spirit of an Englishman, was making active preparations for 
pursuing his enemies. Mr. Brooke, rejoicing, set sail for Sara- 
wak in H.M.S. Cruiser, on the 3d September ; and on the 2()tli, 
after a visit of five days to the Dyax tribes, Captain Bethune 
left Sarawak, and returned to England. 

Mr. Brooke spent the rest of the year 1845, and the early part 
of 1846, in consolidating his government, in curbing the advocates 
of violence and robberjr, and in reducing the pirates — rejoicing in 
the increasing trade of his territory, and in its gradual* advance 
in civilisation. He had left Brun6 in the possession of his friends, 
but no sooner had the English squadron departed than Pangeran 
Usop and his brother Pangeran Yakub attacked the capital. 
They were defeated, however, by the troops of Muda Hassim and 
Budrudeen, and were finally captured and executed. The great 
enemies of British influence having been thus destroyed, Mr. 
Brooke was confounded by the intelligence brought by the 
“ Hazard ” on the 29th of March — that a frightful and bloody 
catastrophe had occurred in the city of Brun6. 

The Sultan Omar Ali, w’ho is said to have the ‘^head of an 
idiot and the heart of a pirate,” seems to b^ve taken offence at 
liis uncle, the Kaiah Muda Hassim, whom he had appointed his 
successor ; and there is reason to believe that his devotion to 
England was the ground of his offence. In the dead of night 
Muda Hassim, wdtn thirteen of his family, were attacked and 
slain. The Pangeran Budrudeen, though surprised by his as- 
sailants, offered a bold resistance, and when des^rately wounded 
ho retii^ outside his house with his sister and another woman. 
His servant Jafier^and six other women, were wounded. Bii- 
drudeeii ordered Jaffer to open a cask of gunpowder, and taking 
a ring from his finger, desired him to carry it to“Mr. B^ke. 
Jaffer departed, ana the Pangeran, with his two women, were 
blown np« Muda Hassim, with some of his brotlicrs and sons^ 
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retreated to a boati and firing a cask of mnTOwder in the cabin, 
the whole part^ were blown up ; Mudah Iiassim however, was 
not killed, out instantly blew his brains out with a pistol. In 
order to complete this treacherous and bloody drama, the Sultan 
engaged a man to desire Macota to kill Mr. Brooke by violence 
or py poison. Jaffer was sent by the Pangeran Muda Moha^^ 
ined to warn the captain of the Hazard of his danger; and 
he accompanied Her Majesty’s ship to carry the sad intellijrence 
to Sarawak. When the' news reached Mr. Brooke his grief* and 
4'a^e were excessive. My friends,” says he, “ my most unhappy 
friends 1 — all perished for their faithful adherence to us. Every 
man of ability, even of tliought, is dead — sacrificed. ^ * But 

the British Government will surely act ; and if not, then let me 
remember I am still at war with this traitor and murderer. One 
more determined struggle — one last convulsive effort, and if it 
fail, Borneo, and all for which 1 have so long, so earnestly la- 
boured, must be abandoned.” * • ♦ 

While these feelings were agitating him, one of the divi- 
sions of England’s fleet was rapidly approaching the shores of 
Borneo, to avenge the murder of her allies. The Iris, com- 
manded by Captain Mundy, had been nominated to the station 
whicli includes Borneo, and be had been requested by Mr. 
Brooke to visit the coast about the end of March. Admiral Sir 
Thomas Cochrane, in the Agincourt, accomjianied bv the Iris and 
Spiteful steamers, and joined by the Hazard, anchored off the 
Sarawak river, on the 24th Juno 1846 ; and on the following day 
the Admiral and Captain Mundy went in the Phlegethoii to 
Sarawak, a town now containing 12,000 inhabitants. After 
enjoying Mr. Brooke’s hospitality, and visiting a Dyak village, 
the Squadron, consisting of the Agincourt 74, Iris 26, Ring- 
dove 16, Hazard 18, Koyahst 10," and the steamers Spiteful 
and Pblegethon, sailed to the northward. On the 28th Juno 
they made an expedition up the Rejang, and surprised the pirate 
aettlemeut of Kanowitz* On the 6tb July they entered the 
Bcarneo river, and while at dinner with the Admiral, a large 
pahu, decked with flags, and containing handsomely dressed 
individuals, paddled alongside the Agincourt. The gendemen 
came on deck as Pangerans, to welcome the Admirm with aU 
apologetic letter from the Sultan. Believing them to be impose 
tors, as tli^ afterwards proved to be, and not men of rank, 
they were stained, and tne prahu disarmed. The expedition, 
with guns, rochet tabes, ana 600 bayoneti^ proceeded up tlie 
liyer on the 8ih July. Four the enem/a forts opmied upon 
taem with round and grape-shot, wrhieh was returned with 
rodkots, and the ship’s plvot-gunst After a (^uartrn? of an houi^e 
the gtai-hoifts undmr Fate^ stopned tk« 
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battoiy about 90 feet above the rivers pursued the eneniy into 
the jungle, and captured all the ordnance and attimmiiUon* 
The city battery and the hili forts now commenced firing on 
the expedition as it advanced. The fire of the Phlegethon up- 
set the enemy’s aim; and before the gun-boats could reach 
them, the artillery men fled in every direction. Thirty new 

f aeces of cannon of large calibre, nineteen of which were brass, 
ell into the hands of the victors, and the Sultan and all the 
inhabitants fled into the interior. The loss of the British was 
only two men killed and seven wounded. 

Escaping from the fury of his enemies, the Sultan retreated ^ 
with a body-guard of 500 men, to the village of Damuan, thirty 
miles from the capital, where he resolved to make a stand, and 
fortify himself.” Captain Muiuly and Mr. Brooke, with 500 
seamen and marines, set out in pursuit of him on the lOth of 
July, but after travelling throumi flats of mud and forests ol’ 
jungle, soaked with rain, scorched with sun, and stung by mos- 
quitoes, and flnding no passable road to Damuan, they returncMl 
to the city, having captured six brass guns, burned the village (d* 
Kabiran Battu, and all the pro])erty of Hajji Hassim, the adopted 
son of the Sultan, who Itad fied to join liis Highness. The 
weather having improved, and a new road to Damuan having been 
discovered, the expeditipn again set out, and after encountering 
every species of annoyance from rain, sun, mud, jungle, and insects, 
they reached the village of Damuan, from which tlie Sultan had 
made his escape only a few hours before. Having captured and 
destroyed the stronghold of the Sultan, with all the arms and 
ammunition, the expedition returned on the 16th. Sir Thomas 
Cochrane was amused at the figure and costume in which Mr 
Brooke and Captain Mundy pi'esented themselves to him — 
unshorn for four days, covered with mud, with a rig unchanged 
during this period, and the skin peeled off their faces, from ex- 
posure alternately to rain and sun.” 

Having been assured of protection, the dispersed inliabitants 
returned to the city. The Pangerans Munun and I^tula 
med communicated with the advance, but no satisfactory arrange* 
meats could be made iu the absence of the Sultan. A proclama- 
tipn, however, was read to the authorides, bearing that if tlm 
Sultan would return, and govern his peOj^e jmtiv, and abstain 
from piracy, hostilities womd cease ; out that if be acted others 
wise, the Admiral would return and bum the city to the ground. 

On the Slfjt of July, the Admiral and B^ke, in ^plor- 
ing the mainland for coal, discovered a iar^ (oupomte tlm 
iriand of Pilungan, and about six miles Imm the Moaira aU’- 
chorage,) which has been ascertained to beja eoutiouadon of the 
Strata m Labnan, It will probably ” says Cspiam Mundyi ^ not 
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cost more t^an seven or eight shillings a ton to stock it on Moarro 
Point) whilst coal at Singapore (and Hong Kong) is 32 shilling a 
ton, (from 30 to 35 shillings)) at least.” The beds of coal which 
cross the Kiangi stream, at a very short distance from Brand, are 
eleven and three feet thick respectively. The coal in the island 
of Labuan, now supplied to our war-steamors*at 17 shillings per 
ton, may eventually fall to six shillings per ton, when wrought 
more scientifically, and with better tools. The H.E.I.C. steamer, 
Nemesis, was recently coaled” from Labuan, and the engineers 
have reported that this coal is the best for steaming purposes 
which they have met with in India. 

In their voyage to the north of Borneo, the British squadron 
visited the village of Kimanis, on the river of the same name, 
where they found the picturesque tomb of the rebel princes, 
Pangeran Us^ and his brother, who were strangled by the 
order of the Sultan. They had fled to Kimanis, and endea- 
voured to hoist the standard of rebellion, but they were soon made 
prisoners, and, by return of post,” came their death-warrant 
— a formal official instrument, signed in October 1845 by the 
Sultan himself, now in exile, Muda Hassim, and Budinideen, now 
murdered by the Sultan, and Muda Mohamed, now imbecile 
from wounds received at the hands of his Sovereign I The 
squadron then visited the river Mankabong, where theynad a dis- 
tant view of the larger towns — went on to Ambong, where the 
flourishing town described by Belcher had been destroyed by the 
Illanun pirates, for its wish to befriend the English — captured 
a well-armed pirate prahu, rigged for sixty oars — destroyed the 
war prahus and chief buildings of the pirate town of Tam- 
pussuk — and burned the notorious Illanun town of Pandassa, 
whose merciless inhabitants were driven as fugitives into the 
jungle, to be dealt with by the aborigines, who had long 
groaned beneath their grinding tyranny.” 

After visiting the rained fortress of Malludu, the stroi^hold 
of the great Arab pirate, Sheriff Osman, whom Captain ^Ibot 
had beaten and driven into the jungle in August 1845, the 
squadron proceeded to ihe Mambakut river, to attack the posi- 
tion of Haui Saman. The English force was joined by forty war 
pzahus, witu 500 men^ and armed with thirty brass swivel guns. 
Delonging to the diffisrent chiefs in tlie neighbouring river who 
were favourable to a leml trade along the coast. Many rafts of 
bamboos, and a small fort, obstruct their prepress, but they 
surmounted eveiy obstacle and reached a beauti^ village, each 
house hainng a gwen, sown in regular beds with cabbages, onions, 
&C., and the interior of the houses so neat, with excellent furni- 
ture, and culinary utensils, that had it not been for the display 
of human skulls hanging in regular festoon^ with thigh and arm 
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bones occupyinj^ the intervening spaces, Captain Mundy would 
have believed himself in a civilized land. A little further on, 
they encountered and burned the fortified residence of the pirate 
chief— repelled an attack of the Dyaks witli poisoned arrows — 
and after entertaining the native chiefs who had heartily assisted 
them, they returned to the Phlegethon. 

Mr. Brooke returned to Bran6 on the 19tli August 1846, 
permitted the Sultan to repair to the city, and after receiving 
from him many oaths and protestations of sorrow” for his 
crimes, he made him proceed in state to the graves of his mur- 
dered relatives, where he demanded justice on the murderers of 
the royal family. Mr. Brooke then proceeded to Sarawak, carry- 
ing with him, in the Phlegethon, the unhappy survivors and 
dependents of Muda Hassim’s family. 

After a series of successful operations, described in the seventh 
chapter of Captain Mundy’s own Journal, the lllanun i)irates 
were finally driven from the north-west coast of Borneo. Cap- 
tain Mundy visited Brune, and found the poor Sultan humbled 
and submissive, and ready to maintain the most friendly rela- 
tions with Mr. Brooke and the British Government. A letter 
containing these assurances, addressed to Mr. Brooke, was de- 
livered to him, on the 29th September, by Captain Mundy, on 
his arrival with the Iris and Wolf at Sarawak, which he found 
in a state of peace and prosperity, Mr. Brooke, at the time of his 
arrival, being seated at the head of his table, detailing to a few 
native chiefs the events of his campaign against the Sultan. 

Having received orders to take possession of the island of 
Labuan in name of the Queen, and with the assistance of Mi*. 
Brooke, Obtain Mundy retunied from Singapore to Sarawak 
on the 7th December. The Iris, having received on board the 
Itajah of Sarawak, proceeded to Brune, where the treaty for 
the cession of Labuan was signed and sealed on the 18tl) De- 
cember 1846. The island was accordingly taken possession of 
on the 24th December, in presence of a large assembly of Borncou 
chiefs, who had arrived in a flotilla of 30 sail, and who were 
entertained at a d^euner by Captain Mundy. 

The commencement of the year 1847 was rendered melan- 
choly by the death of Captain Scott of the Wolf, at Labuan, 
and Mr. Airey, Master of the Iris, at Singapore; but when we 
consider the nature oAhe climate in which they served, and the 
dangers to which the expedition was exposed, we have reason to 
be tnankful that objects so great and humane have been accom- 
plished with so trifling a loss. Exclusive of six officers who fell 
victims to the climate, fifteen killed and fmiy-five wounded 
was the amount of casualties during Sir Thomas Cochrane’s 
expedition against the pirates^ 
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In the middle of May 18479 Mr. Brooke embarked from Labuan 
in the Nemesis, and on the 29tli of that month he had the Sultan’s 
seal affixed to the commercial treaty with England. When the 
Nemesis was on its way from Brun6 to Labuan, she encountered 
a fleet of Balanini pirates, with eleven prahus and 350 men, who, 
during an attempt to “ enter into a parley with them,” opened 
their fire along the whole extent of their line, by which a man 
oil board of the Nemesis was killed. The steamer quickly re- 
turned the fire, and moving at the distance of 200 yards from 
one extreme of the position to the other, she poured in round 
shot, grape, and canister, from her two 30 pounders, whicli, 
with four long sixes, composed her whole armament. After two 
hours’ cannonade, Captain Grrey of the Columbine, with his own 
cutter, and two cutters of the Nemesis, made a vigorous attack 
upon the left of the enemy’s position, and after a gallant defence, 
in which the men fought hand to hand in tlie water, two of the 

E rahus were taken. Six of the prahus having been left on the 
each, deserted by their crews, trie Nemesis pursued other three 
that had fled, and Captain Grey proceeded to secure the prizes 
on the beach ; but no sooner did the pirates observe what the 
steamer was about, than they rushed to their vessels, gallantly 
re-manned five of them, launched them witli great rapidity, and 
strove to get to seaward of the cutters under Captain Grey. 
The action between the cutters and the pirates was an unequal 
one, and Mr. Wallage of the Nemesis observing this, returned 
to the assistance of the boats, and forced the pirates to seek for 
safety in fli^Iit. The English loss was two killed and six 
wounded, while the pirates left fifty dead on the beach, and ten 
killed in the prahus. The pirates displayed some skill in nauti- 
cal tactics ; and such was the desperation with which they fought 
that not one of them was taken alive. About 100 Chinese and 
Malays had been in confinement in this fleet. They were chained 
round the neck in couples by ratans ; and as their barbarous 
c^tors had placed them on deck during the action, many of 
them were killed and wounded by the fire of the Nemesis. Only 
three of the pirate ships reached tneir native islands in the Sooloo 
Sea, the other three liaving foundered on the voyage. The Sul- 
tan of Brune, in consequence of haying heard the cannonade, 
sent down a flotilla of native gun-boats ; and at Mr. Brooke’s 
request, about 40 or 50 pirates, that had taken refuge in the jungle, 
were captured by the Saltan’s forces, and executed, whilst the 
nmneroos captives were liberated, and forwarded to Singapore. 

The pirate demons, thus justly punished, had, during nearly 
a whole year’s cruise, committed the most cruel depredations. 
They had burned one of thdr Chinese captives alive, and perpe« 
trat^ crimes too dreadful to relate. When near the river of ^ 
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rawak, tliey discussed tlio question of attacking that flourishing 
settlement, but the presence of some ships of war at anchor on 
the town compelled them to continue their course ; and it was 
when returning home, laden with captives and plunder, that Mr. 
Brooke had the opportunity of inflicting upon them that severe 
chastisement which their actual crimes, and their designs against 
himself, had so justly merited. In the month of June, when 
Mr. Brooke returned to Sarawak, he found that he had been 
appointed Her Majesty’s Commissioner, and Consul General to 
the Sultan and independent chiefs of Borneo. He had previously 
resolved on paying a visit to England, and after making arrange* 
inents for the government of his province, he set sail for Eng- 
land, and reached Southampton in one of the Oriental Company's 
steamers, on the 1st October, 1847. Captain Kei)pel, Captain 
Mnndy, and a few of his nearest relatives, welcomed him, after 
an absence of nine years, to his native land, to receive those 
honours and rewards which England never refuses but to her 
intellectual benefactors. The first Lord of the Admiralty had 
placed the Meander, commanded by Captain Keppel, at the dis- 
posal of Mr. Brooke, to convey him to Labuan as its governor 
and commander-in-chief, and had nominated his friend Mr. 
Napier to be Lieutenant-Governor of the island. Mr. Brooke 
was graciously received by Her Majesty at Windsor, and was 
consulted by the Government respecting the new field which he 
had opened up to British commerce. The city of London pre- 
sented him with its freedom; the University of Oxford gave 
him the dcgi'ee of D.C.L., and he was welcomed to all the 
clubs, both civil and military, which adorn the metropolis. A 
mission* under high auspices, has been organized, for establishing 
schools, j)roparatory to the introduction of the Gospel among the 
Malays and Dyaks of that benighted land. 

In a postscript to his work. Captain Mundy informs us that 
Admiral Inglefield bad visited the Sultan Amor Ali, and fouml 
him, as well as his nobles, anxious to fulfil their engagements to 
Great Britain. The Admiral entertains a high opinion of the 
capabilities of Labuan as a settlement, on account of its fine tim- 
ber, its rich virgin soil, and good water. About 200 natives were 
working the seam of coal at the north end of the island, and the 
steamers on Uie station were supplied from it. 

We have thus endeavoured, and with no small difficulty, to 
give our readers, in a very abridged form, a continuous history 

^ Messro. MsedoagsU sad Wright embArked early ia Deoembery with their 
wives and famUiee, and are by this ttme carrying o^ their labours at Sarawak. 
At the end of December preparations were^in pn^ivsss m the election of thg 
native school-house. 
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of tke labours of Mr. Brooke^ and of his brilliant campaigns 
carried on against the pirates and faithless natives of Borneo^ 
along with liis gallant friends Captain Keppel, Captain Mundy, 
and Sir E. Belcher. Although the works of the two first of 
these officers consist principally of the Journals of Mr. Brooke, 
they yet contain most valuable original chapters, which are well 
written, and highly honourable to their autnors as men of good 
feeling and great intelligence. England may well be proud of 
having three such officers in her naval service — men so peculiarly 
fitted to exemplify in distant lands, whether savage or civilized, 
the prowess and humanity of their country. To the labours of 
Sir Edward Belcher, in tier Majesty’ surveying vessel the Sa- 
marang, the sciences of physical and nautical geography are under 
great obligations, and the general reader will follow him with 
much pleasure over the wide field of observation to which his 
well written narrative refers. The work of Mr. Marryat, though 
principally distinguished by its beautiful embellishments, evinces 
considerable powers of observation and description, and had the 
youthful author been spared, he would doubtless have been an 
ornament to his country. The work of Mr. Low is full of most 
interesting information respecting Borneo and its natural his- 
tory ; ana the science of botany owes to him several important 
discoveries.* 

Brief and meagre as is the preceding narrative, its details of 
atrocity and crime are sufficiently numerous and prominent to 
appal the stoutest heart. That the fairest portions of the 
globe, blessed with the finest climate, and teeming with the 
richest productions of organic and inorganic life, shoukl be under 
the dominion of savages, who bum their living captives, and eat 
their parents alive, t and ornament themselves and their dwell- 
ings with the hideous relics of mortality — is one of those myste- 
rious truths which we seek in vain to fathom. The thief that 
pilfers from us, the highwayman that robs us, the murderer that 
takes our life to save his owm, the slave-dealer, and the slave- 
holder, are reputable characters, when compared with the ruth* 
less and bloody pirates who prowl over the >vaters of the Indian 
Archipelago. Dwelling in lovely valleys, and fed almost by the 
hand of Providence with all the necessaries and luxuries of life, 
the Sultans and Princes of the East pursue piracy as a trade, — 


' * Mr. Brooke returned to Sarawak in the Meander, Captain Keppel. Since 
he left England he liaa been made a Knight of the Bath ; and we have no doubt 
that intelligence will aoon be received of hia safe arrival, and the proaperoua atate 
of bia territory. At thia date (July 17th) no account of his arrival has reached 
Coloni^ Oilice. 

t Sec Mundy’s jVarroft're, vol i. p. 209. 
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cqui()ping formidable armaments, — overpowering the merchant 
ship in its peaceful voyage, — shackling tneir prisoners as if they 
were beasts of prey, and disposing to the highest bidder, the living 
as well as the lifeless cargo. When we view the lot of the African 
slave in all its phases, from his kind treatment like a child in the 
domestic circle of his benevolent owner, to his oppressed condition 
under the lash of a cruel task-master, we justly denounce tho 
system as unrighteous and inhuman. But what language can wo 
find to vent our indignation or express our feelings, when we 
learn that the wives and daughters of England, following tho 
fortunes of their husbands to tneir Eastern homes, are seized l)y 
the Buccaneers of the Tropics, tied hand and foot like cattle for 
the slaughter, and sent into nopeless servitude, or abandoned to tho 
])assions and the caprices of some barbarous owner? If England 
felt it her duty to break the chains of African slavery, let her now 
embrace the opportunity, so singularly presented to her, of extir- 
pating the pirates which swarm round her Eastern Empire — of 
securing to lier subjects the peaceful navigation of the Indian seas 
— of pouring the lights of religion and of knowledge into lands of 
darkness now red with crime — and of convincing the world that 
her deeds of mercy are not inferior to her deeds of glory. Mr. 
Brooke seems to be the instrument by which this grand object 
is to be accomplished. His gallantry in battle, his sagacity in 
government, his knowledge of the prrate and his haunts, and his 
deep sense of morality and religion, pre-eminently (jualitV him 
for the place which Providence has so plainly assigned him. 
Though exposed to all the hazards of climate and of war, his life 
has been almost miraculously spared. The kriss of the Malay, 
and tho spear of the Dyak, have been brandished against him in 
vain ; the deadly arrow, launched at his heart, has often missed 
its aim ; and even the poisoned chalice has been dashed from his 
lips. While Europe is the scene of fearful change, and the 
theatre of foreshadowed convulsions, we descry in tlio East the 
same elements of instability — tho germs doubtless of a great 
social and religious civilisation. 
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Art. VIII . — The Rise atid Fall of Rome Papal, By Robert 

Fleming, Reprinted from the first edition ; with Notes, Pre- 
face, and a Memoir of the Author. London, 1848. 

The events of this last February, while they have, in the 
most impressive manner, authenticated a prudential Rule, have 
strongly incited all men to disregard it. The Rule which 
has thus, and in so signal a manner, been illustrated and con- 
firmed, is that which imposes caution and restraint upon the im- 
pulse to forecast the course of events, and to predict the history of 
nations. As if by an articulate voice from lieaven, the political 
speculatist has been enjoined henceforward to distrust his sagacity, 
and to bo as modest as those ought who in truth know nothing 
beyond to-day ; but then these same events, while they utter 
this caution in our ears, drive us on as with a tenfold force to 
contemn it I Every day, with its new thunder-clap of spreading 
revolution, mocking yesterday’s calculations, heightens that 
feverish impatience which leads us to speculate anew, and to 
anticipate to-morrow’s history. Every man is every day saying to 
his friend, We did not expect this yesterday and every aay 
he again asks, What, think you, will be the course of things 
to-morrow?” 

This contrary infiuence, springing out of the very same scries 
of events, and driving us into the commission of a fault which it 
warns us to avoid, must Hot be too severely blamed. The Hide 
» is indeed sound and good ; and it would be an impiety not to 
listen to the corroboration which it has just now received. Every 
well-disciplined and religious mind will accept anew the lesson 
wdiich teaches diffidence and modesty. But then — and this 
is equally true — the impulse to penetrate the future, which is 
wrought up to a sort of paroxysm by occurrences such as those 
that h^ave signalized the present year,- draws its force from the 
very constitution of the numan mind ; and ha would show him- 
self fruitlessly and unseasonably wise,” who should undertake 
to preach it down. Man is so framed, that he can more readily 
forget the things that.are behind, than cease to reach forward, in 
predictive speculation, toward those things that are before. The 
thought that we have lived quells the faculties : it is the thought 
that we are to live that stirs them. If the prophet could make 
good his credentials as master of facts as well as the teacher of 
history can do so, not a soul would remain in the lecture-room of 
the one, while the other might anywhere be listened to. 

Thus it is, at this veiy moment, that while every soberly-minded 
man is sa^ng to himself—I will never again surrender myself to 
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the overweening confidence of political writers, who tell us that 
such and such must be the fortunes of Europe for the next half 
century — he does not in fact refrain from putting the question to 
those who are reputed to be far-seeing — How, tliink you, will it 
go in France ? Shall we see a second ’92 ? What will Germany 
do? What will become of Italy? How wall it fare with the 
Pope ? Shall we weather the storm ? ” Tims we nuestion those 
who, on the 23d of February, surmised no more than ourselves 
what the 24th would bring to our ears 1 

But now, if there be among the several classes of society one 
class more likely than any other to be reixjating, in a solemn tone, 
at this time, the truism, Man know's nothing of to-morrow,” it 
is the same that will, with the keenest eagerness, and with the 
most intense anxiety, be prying into to-morrow’s abyss. It is 
the religious who will at once give heed to the caution, “ Thou 
kiiowest not what a day may bring forth,” and will the most 
flagrantly seem to disregard it. There is a depth of meaning in 
this fiict — and a fact surely it is — that while the sincerely pious 
will hear the voice which has lately been uttered as from the 
heavens, they will be running hither and thither to listen^ to 
every seer who engages to unravel the mystery of the coming 
time. 

Yet if the caution be fit, and if it bo a^ genuine lesson of 
Christian wdsdom, and if also the contrary impulse be natural 
and irresistible, tlicre must be some mode of combining the two 
antagonist forces, consistently with reason and piety. W ho can 
deny that this desire to look into futurity springs from the very ^ 
constitution of our minds? Nay, the habit and the tendency so 
to do might be assumed as a sort of gauge of the grasp and power 
of individual minds. It is an indication of man’s immortal desti- 
nation that he is ever looking on toward an illimitable futurity. 
The more mind and soul, the less exclusively does the present 
hour occupy the thoughts. A great man, in a secular sense, is 
one who, being thoroughly conversant with the past, niles the 
present moment on the ground of his anticipations of the future ; 
but the Christian man, whose entire inheritance is in thfe futui’e, 
while he is carried toward it with a deep intensity of undefined 
hope, thinks himself furnished with special aids lor opening its 
secrets, such as secular sagacity does not supply. More eager to 
know what is coming than other men, ana more confident of 
knowing it authentically, it is hard to hold him back by con- 
siderations of any kind— it is hard to restrain him from tuning 
into indiscretions which tend to Ij^ring contempt upon Christianity 
itself. Hope is the element in which he breathes — expectation 
is the habit of his life ; and besides, inasmudb as an earnest long- 
ing for the highest welfare of all men everywhere is his jias^on, 
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no great movement among the nations can talce ^lace in his sight 
which does not miglitily stimulate the long-cherished and often 
disappointed beliel, that a bright day for the world is close at 
hand. Now at last shall that new order of things take its com- 
mencement, under which whatever is heavenly shall prevail over 
whatever is earthly. 6o he thinks. 

Christian men, therefore, are everywhere pondering the fu- 
ture ; and each is doing so in his own fashion ; or, we should 
say, each is doing so on the ground of principles which he has 
already assumed to be unquestionable. Few indeed are those 
who, devoid of all prepossessions, and not worth so much as a 
theory of their own, and diffident of apocalyptic schemes of in- 
terpretation, are now, on grounds approvable to reason, asking — 
what probably shall be the course of events throughout Europe, 
in relation to Christianity? Instead of any such non-hypothesis 
mode of inquiry, most men, in presence of the appalling revolu- 
tions that shake the European system, find themselves marvel- 
lously confirmed in their previous opinions. The European earth- 
quake which has set everything else on the totter — thrones, social 
order, and commerce, has seemed, by a sort of instantaneous 
crystallization, to fix immovably whatever, in the minds of reli- 
gious persons, might hitherto have existed in a fluid or a malle- 
able condition. Every man’s particular belief has gained firm- 
ness since the 24th of February ; and every man is saying to his 
brethren — Now at length shall the world be compelled to ac- 
knowledge that our views are correct.” 

It is thus especially with some two or three forms of religious 
belief, wliich, strikingly opposed as they are each to the other, 
Inavo come of late to characterize, in a marked manner, the seve- 
ral compartments of the professedly Christian world. Diverse 
indeed are these vaticinations, both as to the principle whence 
they spring, and as to the conclusions to which they lead. Yet 
let it not be imagined that, because so diverse, one or more of 
them must be destitute of all colour of probability, and altoge- 
ther irrational. It is not so ; for each of these antagonist schemes 
might in its turn be set forth with shows of trutn, and might 
be so sustained by citations of Scripture, as that it would be dif- 
ficult not to surrender one’s self to it as undoubtedly sound, and as 
exclusive of every other hypothesis. 

Let it be imagined that we have entered a college cloister, and 
unobserved have mingled in the group of reverential disciples 
that surrounds the teacher of Church principles.” The Chris- 
tian Plato addresses his foUowem in some such strains as these : — 

Until recent events occurred — ^until the very twenty-fourth 
day of February, it might have been doubted whether the period 
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which we seniors have lived through, was indeed a religiom |>o- 
riod ; that is to say, whether it was a season through which deep 
spiritual principles have been in course of evwution. You 
yourselves until of late may have surmised that our habits of 
mind, I mean ours^ as distinguished from yours^ and our posi- 
tion, and our professional engagements, and our deep and long- 
formed convictions, have led us to attribute a too religious sense 
to an order of events, which in fact was chiefly if not wholly 
secular or political. Nq such surmise, surely, can you now en- 
tertain. Is it not conspicuously true, that the sixty years jiast 
have constituted a season of political revolution in an inferior 
sense, but of religious revolution in a genuine sense ?^Until 
this very moment, the fitful history of these sixty yea* may 
liave seemed to want coherence; or to have waited for an iiitef- 
ligiblo interpretation : but now it hiis it. In the year ’Ufi, the 
modern Atheism struck her blow at the Church, through the 
heart of a most Christian king! And since then the same 
Atheism has been waging war, not against monarchy, not against 
aristocracies, not against civil order, but against the Church, and 
it has been doing so in bjiain, in Italy, in England, as well as 
in France. The Atheist Emperor of the French was the Clmixdfs 
Fontiiis Pilate, and would that 1 could say that his late succes- 
sors have played a part towards her much better than that of a 
tJudas! Meantime life-blood has returned to the veins of the 
Church; in England especially she has arisen from the dust, in 
prejiaration as it were for her bridal hour, and in clear foresight 
of the moment when her adversaries — her open enemies — and 
her false friends, shall together rush on to their ruin. Through- 
out Europe at this moment the same Atheism under its various 
phases of — political reform, representative charlatanism, liberal-^ 
ism, dissent, and what not, is avenging the Church upon her 
ad^saries and upon her faithless adherents, by those discords 
which faction is waging against faction to the destruction of all. 
^lie Church, confiding now in the near help of Heaven, sits 
tranquilly watching the end ; and soon shall that voice be heard, 

‘ Behold I make all things new.^ The doctrine which %ce have 
been instilling into your minds, and promulgating these fifteen 
years, shall receive" its confirmation, namely, — That the world 
can have no rest, but that which it is the office of the Church to 
confer and to secure. 

“ Until of late it might have been thought, and some of your- 
selves may have surmised it, that the function and dignity of the 
Church, as the power w'hich must be supreme on earth, and by 
which alone social wellbeing can be secured, was going into 
abeyance^ and was to find a substitute in the advancing improve- 
ments of political science and of popular enlightenment. l!«^)eoi- 

VOL. IX. no. XVIIL 2 I ^ 
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ally during the last five and twenty years it may have seemed as if 
the revolutionary chaos was gradually giving way to purely natu- 
ral and economic ameliorations, and that a now well-understood 
political mechanism would pennancntly come in the place of that 
Spiritual Power, which, through the middle ages, had so happily 
been the guarantee of morality and of international peace. But 
in a moment all this modern mechanism has given way, and its 
fragments are drifting upon the deluge which is taking its course 
from end to end of Europe. It might, I say, have been ima- 
gined, that the European community was — contrary to all sound 
teaching, advancing in an auspicious course towards a final and 

1 )acifi adjustment of its jarring interests, not only indopcndently 
)ut in contempt of the only principle upon which peace and 
order can over rest — that of the Church’s supremacy. Mark me 
here, and understand that I utterly reject all those vague and 
insipid abstractions which are so often on the lips of misflirected 
men — such as Christian influence,” or Evangelic truth,” or 
the like, and which phrases, how well soever they may sound, 
mean anything or nothing, or they mean just what every man 
pleases to think they ought to intend ! 'VVhat we intend is a 
something great and real, a something which may be logically 
defined, and which men may look at, and may certainly recognise 
when they see it ; it is that which, while it is unbounded in its 
powers and functions, is itself well-bounded, and is distinctly 
figured in its constitutions and offices. It is that which makes 
Christianity everything to us ; aiid apart from which Christianity 
itself assumes the tones of a commination of wrath, and is no 
longer a dispensation of mercy. You will not imagine, that 
wlmc 1 tell you that we have passed through a sixty years of 
chaotic confusion, we are therefore now certainly quite near to 
its end ; and that the bright day of ecclesiastical order is dawn- 
ing ; I hope it may bo so ; but the ways of Heaven are inscHita- 
ble, and it may have decreed for us another half-century of the 
same fruitless struggle of men to withdraw themselves from the 
only rightful authority. The nations may continue their vain 
endeavours to substitute political constitutions for this authority, 
and to govern themselves on principles of natural reason and of 
mechanical equipoise. It may be so, or in a moment all such 
endeavours may vanish as a dream, and the true light may shine 
forth upon the world, from the only source of light I 

“ But I see that some of you still secretly think that the revolu- 
tions of the period of which we have been speaking, have been 
mainly political, and only in an incidental sense religious or 
ecclesiastical. Yet look at things more carefully : — in considp*- 
ing any course of events, it may be inquired ; first, what they 
hav9 actually been ; and then, what they certainly would have 
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been, if a iK>wer that was absent or overthrown had actually 
been present and in force. Now, in assigning the French Be* 
volution of ’92 to its causes, whatever importance you may attach 
to those of them that were in a strict sense political, and say that 
the overtlirow of the aristocracy and of the monarchy was the 
inevi^ble consequence of that previous state of things, which 
coiildi no longer be endured, and which must, under any coiidi* 
tions, have broken 1 still affirm, Jirstj that the true cause or 
deep impulse of that Kevolut»^ was the revolt of Franco against 
the Church ; and secondly^ that, amid those events, had there 
been no treason against the Church among its professed friends 
and supporters, and had the ministers of religion at tha| time 
known their office and dignity, and done their duty well, and 
had tlicy been sound at heart, and if they had had the courage 
to rule in the storm, as God’s ministers, and had known how to 
curb and to counsel the great, and to vanquish the low ; had 
they then been worthy to act as mediators between hostile social 
parties, no revolution, or no aucJi revolution could have had place. 
Useful and slow-paced reforms might, under the guidance of the 
Church, have been brought about : — the monarch^y, beneath the 
a)gis of the Church, would have been preserved, and Europe 
saved its battle-fields of twenty-five years, and its deluges of 
blood ; and saved too, from what is worse than battle-fields or 
deluges of blood — outbursts of heresy and schism I I assume it 
then to be certain that the clue to the History of Europe during 
these past sixty years, is that assault upon the Church wdiicdi, 
thanks to God, she has survived. But, as if to preclude the pos- 
sibility of our misunderstanding that course of events whicli at 
this time fills us with dismay, it has been ordained that it should 
take its commencement at the door of the Church I Who cun 
deny so conspicuous a fact — that the revolutionary storm of this 
year had its origin in an indiscretion the most extraordinary, on 
the part of the very rulers of the Church T The hurricane broke 
forth from Home ! — it broke forth from the conclave of cardinals ! 
— It was the election of a Reforming Pope — incredible infatua- 
tion ! that has set all these powers of anarchv in motion ! The 
raft of European affairs is utterly broken up, all its cordages have 
given way ; and it was the hand of a Pope that loosened the 
first of these cords! It is therefore the Catholic countries that 
are first feeling the ill conseauence of this loosenii^ of bonds \ 
and there is a retribution to be seen in the ffict. Look to that 
adjustment of the European polity which took place in 1815, and 
which, although it included the restoration or the Church, did 
not really restore her to her true portion ; and even for so much 
favour as she then received, she was greatly indebted to the in^ 
tervention of heretical princes. The framewoik that time was 
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political, not ecclesiastical; and therefore it is now crumbling to 
nothing. The Church, then treated by statesmen as only one 
interest among others, is now made the instrument of bringing 
down ruin upon all states, and first upon those that committed a 
sacrilege in consenting to her degradation. 

“ It must not be affirmed that it was the political misconduct of 
Louis Philippe, and his intrigues, that brought about the Revo- 
lution of February ; nor was it the designed work of existing 
parties ; for those best acquainted with the relative forces of those 
parties anticipated no such result, and were amazed as mucli as 
others in beholding it. Louis Philippe’s fall is a proper sequel 
to the fact of his usurpation ; but still more docs it speak of that 
retribution by which wTongs against religion are always piinislied. 
The “ king of the French” — it was a high crime to allow him- 
self so to bo designated — consented to administer a constituti(»n 
w'hich in fact he never honestly administered, and which in its 
principles outraged the Church in a worse manner than is done 
by our own toleration of heretics and schismatics. But how 
significant is the fact, that this Church, which he consented to 
degrade, has abandoned him to his fate, and has now given in 
her adherence to the mob ! 

It would bo easy to trace the same notes of retribution in tlie 
events that have attended the overthrow of legitimate authority 
in Prussia, and again in Austria. These events speak a language, 
which none but perverted minds can misunderstand. Hut let 
us inquire liow it fares with us at home. We have among us a 
true Church, and its genuine principles liave of late been re- 
vived and triumphantly expounded. She lives, and ])romises to 
live ; and England, which still gives her a home, although not 
her riglits, stands, while thrones are falling on every side of hei’. 
How frightful soever may be the ecclesiastical disorders wliich 
take their unbridled course around us, the temple of God is not 
as yet overthrown ; it has not been devastated ; its sacred treasures 
arc still within the veil ; its daily sacrifice has not been inter- 
mitted ; God is in the midst of her, by His true presence on her 
altars. More than a few of her ministers are found faithful, and 
henco it is that, notwithstanding the raging of the people, Eng- 
land emoys repose while all the world beside is convulsed. It is 
not with us as it is in Franco and in Germany, wliere everything, 
even the very rudiments of social existence, are every day mooted 
anew, as if nothing was known and certain. Among ourselves 
clergy and people hold unquestioned those truths which impart 
in some measure the stability of heaven to the instability of eai*th. 

But you ask me to divine the future. It does not seem to 
me that those principles of anarchy which have marked the 
course of events in Eurojx) now these sixty j ears, and which va- 
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riously express themselves in such phrases as — the advance of 
civilisation, social enlightenment, popular education, power of 
the press, representative government, religious liberty, free trade, 
emancipation, and a hundred otlier specious absurdities, —I do 
not think that the false principles of which these phrases are the 
exprefeion have as yet fully wrought tliemselves out, or have exhi- 
bited their innate poisonous quality. The Tubal-Cain-demon of 
mechanical invention, and of democratic insolence, has yet to 
prove himself a demon, in the ruin he has to bring upon all things. 
It may probably cost us some years yet of confusion to work out 
this issue ; but the day is coming — 1 sec it as not afar off, when 
the nations, broken, shattered, bankrupt of hone, and in utter 
dcsj)cration, shall meekly look up toward the Church, and shall 
flock toward lier as doves to their windows, and shalkretum with 
joy and weejiing to her bosom, asking for themselves her mater- 
nal cares, and shall receive from her hand those boons which no 
reforms, no revolutions, no mechanisms, no liberty, no philosophy 
falsely so called, can ever confer — I menu an assured safety, a 
genuine pence, and that love and order which, though distin- 
guishable blessings, are inseparable,” 

Ihit we shift the scene, and enter a gas-lighted, crowded, and 
handsomely appointed place of worship. The speaker, nnenciun- 
l)ored by ecclesiastical costume, is lecturing, not — so be tells us — 
not upon the French devolution, but upon the second Psalm; and 
ill atone of suppressed triumph he rcj)cats the jdirases — “The Lord^ 
shall have them in derision ; Thou slialt break them witli a rod ot 
iron : Thou slialt dasli them in ])ieccs like a potter’s vessel. Be wise 
now therefore, O ye kings ; be instructed, ye judges of the eartli.” 

“In tills place,” says the preacher, “and on this occasion, 
I abstain from topics that are properly political, or I relnse to 
regard political events in their political aspect; nevertboless, 
if it be the ])rivilege of the Christian to look with calm indif- 
ference upon the agitations which sliake the world, knowing that 
Aw part is in a kingdom that cannot be moved, it is, on the other 
liand, his duty to look at and to ponder the same changing 
scenes, considered as developments of the great scheme of provi- 
dential government upon earth, and as all leading on toward a 
state of things which lie is taught to anticipate with the earnest- 
ness of pious hope and desire. Kow in this mood. Christian-like 
as it is, let us ask w hat has been the true, though jierhaps the 
occult character of that amazing course of events which has HHchI 
up the past sixty years ? It has been a period, you will say, of 
political change ; yes, but more than this, it has been a season 
during wdiich the shaking of the nations has been bringing down 
to the dust all those institutions and politics— the work of the 
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dark ages— and which — citadels of Satan as they are — have so 
long stood in the way of the triumphant progress of the gos^l. 
The issue of all these ]K>liticaI agitations — wnat has it been out 
to make the Papacy, and every sister tyranny, tremble in antici- 
pation of its fall f W hat is it, during these sixty years of political 
tumult, that has been coming down from its high place, arid pre- 
paring for its final exit? It is Church-despotism ; I speak not of 
the Papacy specially, I speak of Church-despotism under what- 
ever guise or di^uise it may appear. Church-desjx>tisin, whether 
existing afar on or near to us, has during this stormy jicriod 
been undermined ; it has been sliding downward to the dust, 
its last shows of reality are fast fading from the view, its specious 
sophisms arc understood and exploded, and soon, soon, it sliall 
no more hm seen on earth. Till of late you niiglit easily 
have fallen into the error of supposing that the overthrow of 
Church-tyranny was not to be the end or real meaning of the 
revolutions of these sixty years. You may even have thought 
that this tyranny was refreshing itself, and preparing for a new 
term of activity. You may have trembled in believing that, 
on an amended plan, and established on a firmer foundation, 
Church-power was likely to be restored throughout Christendom, 
and that it would extend its baneful influence over heathen lands. 
Rut can you think so now ? The 24th of February, has it not 
dispelled for ever all such apprehensions ? or let me I’ather ask, 
did not the appearance, three years ago, of that Avonder in hea- 
ven, a reforming Pope, give you indication enongli of what 
was coining about, and of what we have seen in its commence- 
ment, I mean the overthrow of the Clmrch ; and this overthroAv 
brought about by the folly of its head ! The thunders wliich 
uttered tlieir voice in ’92 inarticulately, have repeated these 
sounds so full of hoj>e to our ears and of dismay to others, most 
intelKgibly in 1848. We seniors who heard the death-note of 
those institutions — called ecclesiastical — wliicli usurp the autho- 
rity of the Head of the Church, and have marvelled at the length 
of their reprieve, now await from day to day the trumpet-sound 
that shall announce the fall everywhere, of Church-preten- 
sions, Church-splendour, Church-tyranny. Even at Uiis very 
moment do we not seem to hear the voice of the angel Avho 
proclaims that ^ Babylon is fallen V 

is afact most significant, that the Church has already receiv- 
ed, and is now again receiving, a moital blow in that country 
which has been the scene of the latest and the most atrocious of 
tliose enomities whkh it has ever perpetrated. Is there no 
retribution to be discerned in this instance ? Rave not the sins 
of the fiiriiers been visited upon the diildren ? It avos the guilt- 
lets successor of the authors of the St. Bartholomew, and of tlte 
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persecution of the Hu^enots, and of the expatriation of the Pro- 
testants, who poured forth his blood upon the scaffold ; and it 
was the clergy of the Galilean Church that perished in the same 
manner, or that fled in destitution to the very countries into 
which their predecessors had driven the pastors and the people 
of the Reformed Church. It has been this same France, re- 
volutionized, tliat has inflicted upon the Papacy its deepest humi- 
liations, that has despoiled her, and that has made her a creature 
of the state, and has now compelled her, as in mockery, to per- 
functiiratc her mummeries in the instauration of a Government 
which has outraged whatever, in her esteem, is the most sacred ! 
Once again she licks the dust, and in the fall of her false patron, 
Louis Philippe, finds a new shame, while her ministers are lum'ied 
hither and thither by a mob which compels them to sprinkle the 
trees of liberty with holy water ! But in what plight, think you, 
will this same Church come forth from this storm ? Oh 1 she 
will come forth stripped and torn, and ashamed ever again to 
lift up her head among men. Let us turn for a moment towards 
Italy, the home of the Church. Can you assure me that at this 
very moment, while I speak, there is a Pope at Rome, or any- 
where else ? Do you believe that, if such an event were now 
announced in Italy, as the final abrogation of the Papal au- 
tliority, the people of Italy would wear mourning for a day 1 I 
do not think they would ; I think they would exult in the over- 
throw of that which to them has long been a mockery and a 
nuisance. But let us look in another direction. Nothing, as 
you sire well aware, that deserves to be called religious liberty 
has hitherto been enjoyed even in those countries tliat were the 
birthplace of the Reformation. Much as we have yet to complain 
of, under what is called a perfect toleration, what should we say 
to, or how should we endure, Prussian religious liberty f We 
should spurn such a mockery, and should jircpare ourselves to 
die in the endeavour to win for ourselves, and for our children, 
the right to think, to speak, to act, in matters of religion, in a 
manner absolutely uncontrolled by the state. But things beuig 
as they ar6 throughout the Protestant countries of Euro^ie, and 
spiritual tyranny having so firmly established itself within them, 
can we wonder, or qan we re^t to see the very foundations of 
social ordei* broken up in all those countries. the Papacy fall, 
every polity must foil too whidi professes, and which acts upon 
the principles of spiritual despotism. What is going on, there- 
fore, among the states of Germany, is the breaking of those bonds 
which hitherto have prevented that noble-hear^ people foouii 
thinking and acting as Christian men. Why has infidelity, under 
its several guises of pantheism and neolo^, taken posse^ri^on jof 
the German mind ? Why> but because that faculty of thecgUtf 
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that freedom of speech^ anil that liberty of action, whicli true 
Christianity demands, and apart from which it cannot exist, have 
been denied to the German people? Absolutism and the gospel 
shall never be seen walking hand in hand. Strange indeed and 
most perplexing would have been the spectacle, if, while athe- 
istic France is in a state of dire confusion, and if, while papistic 
Italy, and Austria too, are drinking of the same cup of dismay, 
Prussia should have held on its course in peace — Protestant and 
intolerant as it is. 

“But what say we of our own country? May she long 
enjoy her insular immunity from foreign aggression, and her 
exemption from revolutionary violence! And yet who tliat 
looks impartially at our condition — social, political, and eccle- 
Hiastical— can dare to indulge a confident hope that it shall 
be so ? How much is there among us that might justly bring 
down the wrath of heaven upon England ! How many wTongs 
are there rankling in the bosoms of men which may in 
a moment involve our boasted Constitution in general ruin! 
But I forbear : it is only a deep conviction that compels me to 
profess the belief— nay, is it not a conspicuous truth — that the 
course of events, not through these last few months merely, but 
through fifteen years past, has been tending toward one and the 
same issue — an issue appalling, perhaps, to our dread of con- 
vulsive changes, yet animating, must it not be, to the ho])es of 
a soundly constituted Christian mind ? You will easily under- 
stand that 1 have nothing less in view than the utter demolition 
of all those institutions, falsely called ‘ Churches,’ which have 
so long corrupted and debased the Christianity they profess to 
uphold, but tne triumphant course of which they obstruct and 
forbid. If, then, you ask me to divine the future fate of Eng- 
land, I will be the prophet no further than to predict — and this 
I do with assured confidence — ^that whatever agitations we may 
be destined to pass through, and whether they may be social or 
political — whetlier severe in the extreme, or mitigated — whe- 
ther sudden or slow in their course; — the end of them shall 
be to bring about the fall and disappearance of national Churches! 
On let me otherwise express myself : 1 would say, then, that the 
fell of national Churches shall be a circumstance inevitably conse- 
quent upon the utter and indignant rejection, by all Christians, 
and all men, of that doctrine upon which the priest has, through- 
out many centuries, built his usurpations. What is the Papacy ? 
Nothing but piestly usurpation. How then can the Papacy 
fall without down with itself, and into a common ruin, 

priestly usurpation of every species, and in every land ? In a 
weed, then, whatever tlie political result of the revolutionary 
Wtovemmts of the present moment may be, this shall be its j)nn- 
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cipal result, namely, the fall of that spiritual despotism which 
has now run throu{;h a period of sixteen hundred years. Tliia 
despotism fallen — then shall that ^ kingdom’ be set up upon 
earth which, as it is spiritual, ^ cannot be moved.’ The pomps 
and pageantries of hierarchies shall be seen no more on earth ; 
but then ‘the tabernacle of God shall be with men, and lie 
shall dwell among them !’ ” 

Yet once again the scene shifts, for we enter a consecrated 
structure, the duly appointed minister” of which, in tones of the 
<leepest intensity, and of governed vehemence, and with an awe 
in his looks ns if the last judgment were impending, expounds to , 
Ins congregation the sacred meaning of the things that are now 
coming to j)ass on the earth ; he predicts, moreover, and without 
a falter, the things that are to be. His linger holds his pocket 
Ihble open at an Apocalyptic line; and each of Iiis ImaiHjrs 
lias already found the very place. The words are these — And 
there was a great earthquake, such as was not since men were 
upon the eartli^ so mighty an earthquake and so great.” Not in 
the style of the teacher whom w'e first listened to, wdiispcring his 
mystic exjdication of Cliurch principles” to a band of disciples, 
nor yet with the denunciative boldness of the second speaker does 
this preacher address the acouiescent congregation around him. 
Dark shadows, portending aire calamities near at hand, over- 
cloud his brow, and yet the gleam of a remote hope ])lay8 upon 
his li])s, and once and again for a moment smooths his ibrcdioad. 
But the wrath of heaven rolls its thunders from his tongue : 
“ ‘Wo, and wo again to the inhabitants of the earth’ — that is to 
say, the Roman earth ; yet ‘ peace shall be upon Israel,’ — upon 
our British Israel. The smile of the Almighty blesses ami pre- 
serves its sacred institutions, its pure, apostolic, ami antipapal 
Church.” But do not let us misjudge this stimng preacher. It 
is true his bosom heaves with an overweening spirit^! confidence 
in the certain^ and excellence of whatsoever In^elieves, ad- 
heres to, and diefends. It is true that the thought of the 
“ scarlet abomination of the seven hills” brings language from 
him in a torrent, that sounds too much like “ cursing and bitter- 
ness,’' like imprecation and “ all nncliaritableness.” Neveitheless 
if you know the preacher better than he can be known in the 
pulpit, you will acknowledge that he has a large heart, a 
neart full of Christian benevolence, and hands ready for every 

f ood work. He looks and speaks far more fiercely than lie feels. 

lis temper and bis rhetoric ore what belong to him as an inter- 
preter of prophecy. Call upon him on Monday morning with a 
case of distress,” and you will find him the kindest creatiMPe 
in the world ; but thus he speaks: — 
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Men had begun to doubt, and some even among ourselves, 
and some of whom w*e had hoped better things, had begun to 
doubt whether these things which we, and other instructed ser- 
vants of God, have long been alleging from Scripture, and prov- 
ing to be true, on most sure evidence of the same, were indeed 
as we have affirmed them to be. A while ago, men around us, 
and some even of those to whom I speak, were crying, ‘ Peace, 
peace, tliere shall be no more war or tumult in our times I — It 
shall not be,’ they have said, ^ for the nations of Europe have 
at length come fully to understand their true interests ; they have 
learned the inexpediency and the folly of war. Governments 
and people alike are growing wise — wise without the help of that 
wisdom which is from above. Never again shall the clarion of 
war awaken its demons — never again shall there be tumult 
or violence in the well-policed streets of European capitals. 
Sedition, civil slaughter, and war, are things of history only. 
Anarchy has had its day ; but now intellectual light, science, 
literature, free inatitutions, free trade — together with the ripening 
good sense and good feeling of mankind, forbid at once civil dis- 
orders and international conflicts.’ Many have thus spoken, and 
have declared their conviction that those who have interpreted 
the Apocalyptic visions to them must have erred in their calcu- 
lations, and have mistaken the times, and miscalculated their 
epochs. In this style many around us, and perhaps some of 
yourselves, have been used to spak or think. In your bosoms 
thoughts like these have wrougnt distrust towards us. You did 
not understand those events in the track of which the Papacy 
has these two years past been preparing the way for its own 
downfal, and digging its own grave. How superfluous a labour, 
for Heaven has prepared for it a yawning abyss, into which, as 
a millstone, it shall descend in a moment ! Many have said — 
how vain a flattery I — ‘Romanism is reforming itself : it shall be 
Popery no longer : the Roman Catholic Church will soon take 
ks place as a mild and purified form of Christianity, not uusuited 
to tiie habits and fedings of the south of Europe; and itself worthy 
to be recognised by ourselves in a fraternal manner.’ So men 
thought only a few weeks ago. But what think they now? Instead 
of regarding the past sixty years as a period through which, and 
by means of its many calamities, gradual anieliorations — political 
and religious, have been in progress, briiming on a safe and per- 
manent condition of things throughout Europ, instead of any 
such delusive view’s of our times as these, all seriously mindea 
men will now at last grant that these sixty years constitute one 
era, which bad a fearral be^nin^, and wniw is how coining to 
a fi^htfiil end— that ns in us be^nnin^ it showed itsdf to bean 
$ra of r^igioue convulsion^ so now in its ^d it is declaring the 
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same thing. This sixty years was marked, at its commencement, 
by the pouring out of tne vials of wrath upon the A]^state Church 
of Rome — upon ^ the seat of the beast.’ And it has marked 
itself, in its course, by a series of events tending to the breaking 
up of the Papacy ; and now it marks itself, at its close, by events 
which it is impossible we should misinterpret as precursive of 
the pouring out of the dregs of the cup of wrath, and of an utter 
and final overthrow of the Romish apostasy. Not to utter a 
word which might seem to minister to our own repute as the 
interpretera of Uod’s word, I will simply appeal to your inmost 
convictions, and ask, have we been wrong in our interpretation 
of the trumpets and of the vials ? Surely not. You grant us 
that, in the main, we have truly interpreted the page which is 
now open before us in relation to the past. But you say to us, ^ Go 
on, and lift the veil of to-morrow.’ Nay, it is because we verily 
believe that the time is at hand, is even at the door, that we 
stand back in aw^e, and choose rather to be silent. Wait yet 
but a very little while, and this world’s affairs, ns related to 
God’s truth, shall ask no intei'preter. Be sure of this, liowover, 
and you see it now coming about, that those Protestant nations 
which have been unchurched by their own infidelity shall Imvo 
tlicir full share of the judgments that ore coming upon nations 
darkened by an Apostate Church. As to ourselves, far be it 
from me to affirm that sharp trials may not be appointed for us I 
Sec how much there is among us of this same Continental infide- 
lity 1 See how much contempt of God’s law and ordinances I 
See what Sabbath-breaking ! See to what an extent wc har- 
bour the ministere and emissaries of the Papacy I See how 
far our statesmen have been encouraging God’s enemies in dis- 
Iieartenit^ His friends and in putting to shame His approved ser- 
vants ! Cook, moreover, at our religicms divisions, and consider 
to what an awful extent that guilt is incurred by many among 
us, which the inspired Apostle does not hesitate to put by the 
side of the most heinous offences. I mean the sin of schism, a 
sin which has come to be almost boasted of by some who make 
high pretensions in i^ligion ! On all these, and many other 
accounts, we may well tremble, as a people, in prospect of God’s 
judgments ; yet shall not the righteous Lord deal favourably with 
a land ^ holding the tnith,’ proving obedience to his Woi^, and 
zealously sending it fordi* among the neathen ! Shall not Heaven 
smile on our many institutions of Christian charity t In a word, 
may we not humbly hope that tins fiivoured land shall be as the 
ark, while the Divine judgm^ts sweep over the &ce of the earth ? 
Nay, is not the voice from h^ven at this moment uttering tlie 
graciotts command to us His tervanta, to ua the people of this 
island, 8ayhig~<Came, my {People, inlo your chambers until 
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these calamities be overpast I do therefore hope security and 
peace for this our land. I do hope for the upnolding of our 
sacred institutions, and for the maintenance among us of the 
ordinances of raW^xon .authentically administered. As to the 
nations of the continent, I see not what should avert from them 
the woes that are so clearly predicted, or what shall turn from 
their lips that vial, the outpourings of which are now visible. 
Wrath I wrath I must be the portion of those who, on the one 
hand, have received the mark of the beast, and who worship him ; 
and on the other hand, of those wdio have cast off the very pro- 
fession of the gospel. I will say little concerning those who 
flatter themselves with the liope of ameliorations, civil ;ind reli- 
gious, to be gradually introduced, and so of an early return of 
the nations to order, peace, and morality ; I can only wish them 
well rid of a delusion savouring so much of the wisdom that is of 
this world, and which goes so near to put open contempt upon 
the clearest intimations of the prophetic Scriptures.” 

It would not be very difficult to clothe in a specious form 
of words the speculations and the prognostications of another, 
and again of another religious theorist, or to make each in its 
turn ajipear probable. Each of the three, the characteristics of 
which have now been hastily traced, if it were set forth with 
care, and sustained by its own chosen arguments, might so be 
made good, as that it would be far more easy to admit it as certain 
than to prove it to be fallacious. It is so with each, because ea(*li 
theory rests upon, and disjointcdly conveys, a momentous truth. 
In other words, a momentous truth, seen under a partial aspect, 
inspires each of these three teachers with a confidence whicji is 
well-founded so far, but wdjich is preposterous in relation to those 
points of belief that distinguish one theory from the others. 

In abatement of all such overweening confidence we shouki 
say this— that if our anticipations of the future are founded upon 
vuihle probabilities^ and if they are derived, by methods of reason- 
ing, from facts political or social, then ougnt it to be granted 
that, as the convulsions of the last few months have taken all 
calculation aback, and have astounded the wise and prudent ” 
as much as they have amazed the unthinking, it is evident there 
are causes now at work which are too little understood, or which 
are too vast in their present scale of. operation, to warrant any 
confident assumptions w’hatever, as to the course or issue of to- 
morrow’s catastrophes. So far as human foresight mij^ht be 
available just now, our position resembles that of a man — if such 
a case may be jmagineo^ — who^ having been snatched by some 
preternatural force from his own latituae, and put down by night 
.upon some other, >Yhei‘c he is unable to determine the points of 



487 


The Papacy and Pomauwn. 

tlie liorizon, so that he knows not whether tie is looking cast or 
w^est, discerns a gleam of lights jet he dares not surmise wliether 
that streak of crimson be the sinking twilight, and is to be followed 
by a long night, or whether it be the hopeful breaking of a dawn. 
At this moment of gloom, who shall affirm, with any confidence, 
whether the brightnessof a new day, or the terrorsof a wintry night, 
are in prospect for Europe and the world ? W e arc standing upon 
the sands of the sea, the waves of which are all in wild tumult, and 
arc thundering at our feet ; but is the tide ebbing, or is it flowing t 
arc we safe where wc stand ; or are we liable to be swej^t away by 
the swelling surge? None can tell us. There are no tide-tabl<».s 
applicable to these unknown shores. The nations are not merely 
ill a fitful state, and open therefore to crossing accidents which 
could not bo foreseen, but they arc in a state which, the more 
attentively it is considered, will the more appear to be without 
any rational parallel in history. The civilized community has, 
during this half century, moved forward toward a position iin- 
nieiisoly in advance of any which heretofore has been occnjiied 
by human societies. The book of history, although boys at 
school must continue to read it, will henceforth barely command 
the serious attention of men; the destiny of the nations for llm 
future shall overlay and cause to be forgotten the story of their 
fortunes j^ast, as if the volume itself were a palimpscKSt. 

Hut if, on the other hand, (quitting as hopeless our hold of jjoli- 
tical or philosophical speculations, we were to regard this earth- 
quake year as the time of God’s visible interjiosition, and to think 
of it as an hour in which the wild passions of men were, as im- 
niediatc causes, to bring about the Divine puriioses in some iin- 
a(;eustonied manner, compelling all men to acknowledge with 
awe the hand of the Almighty — then, and on that su])position, 
should not religious men keep silence? should not those who fear 
God keep silence before Him, in the belief that lie coineth to 
judge the earth in righteousness ?” 

On limited fields, or within ceii;ain iian'ow precincts, one may 
indeed, with some degree of confidence, anticipate the future™ 
always premising that som^emigbty infiuence, now not apparent, 
or not tnought of, may come in to give a wholly new and uiiim- 
agined direction to the course of events. Thus, for instance, it 
may be allowable to conjecture the probable consequences of 
events which are likely to affect the Romish Church. Proles* 
tants are expecting the downfal of the Papacy; but what is it 
precisely that they look for? Do they distinguish between the 
Papareny and Romanism ? Probably not ; or not in any well 
denned manner. Could any event tnat can be thought df as 
probable to take place in Italy, or s^^ecially at Rome, contain in 
Itself a virtue that should work a material diango in the moral 
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and religious condition of of the human family ? 

Not unless we choose to suppose, at the same memento a super- 
natural intervention accompanying such events, and itself li^ 
short of miraculous. If such an event consisted in the annihila- 
tion of the Pope’s secular pow'er and state — in the final demoli- 
tion of all which hitherto has made up the contrast between 
Peter’s earthly condition and that of his successors — if this de- 
nuding and impoverishment of the apostolic See were to bo sud- 
denly efiected — and probably it will oe efiected — and if the head 
of the visible Churcli, voluntarily stepping down, or violently 
hurled down, from his seat among princes, were to walk away 
from the Vatican to the cell of a Dominican convent, staff in 
hand, what would he do but ascend, in the very same day, a seat 
loftier than the loftiest of regal or imperial tnroncs — that of a 
free, spiritual domination, bowed to with a passionately enhanced 
devotedness, by a fourth or a fifth of the human family I A Pope 
dethroned temporally, or abdicating as a prince, w'oulcl, in the prej 
sent condition of the Homan Catholic world, and even if he should 
be clad in rags, and compelled to beg his bread, wield an authority 
more wddely extended, and more intently regarded, and more cor- 
dially sustained than any which a human hand has ever yet grasp- 
ed. In this sense understood, the fall of the Papacy would almost 
certainly be the resurrection or remstauration of Komanism. In 
fact, a thorough carrying out of the theory of Romanism — and 
how specious a theory is it 1 — seems to be now waiting for this very 
turn m affairs, namely, a renunciation, or throwing off from it of 
whatever is visible, tangible, worldly, and the bold announcement 
of a scheme of government which shall be purely spiritual — 
shall be absolute, universal, and itself holding in contempt, not 
merely the pomps and vanities, the luxuries and the embellish- 
ments of this world ; but sternly refusing to put to its lips more 
of earthly good than a dry crust and a cup of water. The world, 
>ve may be sure, will never again see a Leo X., but it may see, 
and probably will see, in one person, a Dominic, a Ximenes, and 
a L(^ola. 

We might, however, advance one stop further, and grant as 
not improbable the abolition of the Papal office — the non-elec- 
tion of a successor to Pius IX., the proclamation through the 
world of the startling fact, that there is, and will be no more a 
Pope I A mighty revolution truly I and one which men must 
note as fraught with consequences most momentous. But would 
this event — after all that Protestants could make of it, would it 
metamorphose the souls of the millions of mankind to whom 
Bomanism is more as a reality, more as a necesrity, more as a 
solace, and more as a good, than Protestantism is to the mass of 
ProtestantsT If the sudden aonifailation of the vicarAip of 
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St.Petcr^ meant and broiijirlit with it the sudden extinction, within 
the bosoms of men, of so much of the light of Christianity as 
Itomanisrn lias hitherto conveyed to thorn, then wo bo to tlio 
day in Avhich Popery breathes its last sigh 1 But it could not be 
so : nations would not morally expire merely because they W'ero 
told there was no more a Pius, or a Gregory, or an Innocent at 
Koine, to care for them. A moral and sjiiritiial throe would 
bring forth, within every communitj', a succedaneous Pius. To 
millions of our fellow-men, the P^iesty and his offices, are more 
important than the Poj^e is to them. When they shall be told 
that there is no more a Pope^ they will sit down in sackcloth upon 
the earth, and sprinkle asnes on their heads. When they nnd 
that the Priest is no more, they will rush headlong down the 
])recipice of despair and impiety. 

Roman Catholic nations (supernatural influences apart,) are 
not to be evangelized, or protestantized by force of catastrophes. 
The fall of “ Jiabylon” — and wo are far from sure what the 
apocalyptic ‘^Babylon” is, or what it includes — when it takes 
place, may be jirecursive of the spread of Christian truth ; — or it 
may open the way for it: it may be the rollin|T away of a 
stone from the mouth of the sepulchre. But a miracle, beyond 
the range of miracles, would be the occurrence of a monu and 
s])iritual revolution, as directly consequent upon, or produced by, 
a political or ecclesiastical convulsion. Any expectation of smh 
a result, to spring from such causes, w^ould be of a piece with the 
supposition that a change of ministers — the fall of the Whigs, 
and the coming in of the Tories, would ensure us a mild winter, 
or a fine summer. Whatever may be the remote result of natu- 
ral catastrophes, and the beneficial effect of which must be looked 
for, after the lapse of a thirty or a fifty years, their immediate and 
visible consequence is ordinarily, if not always, detrimental to 
public morals, and obstructive to the spread of Christianity* 
What is likely to be the result — moral and religious — of the 
political commotions of Germany ? we mean of the several (ier- 
manic nations. Oli I it wdll be said, already the tyi*anny of the 
spiritual magistrate” is giving way. The preachers of the 
gospel, our evan^Hc itinerants who so lately were summoned 
before the ecclesiastical tribunal, and fined and imprisoned for 
daring to call men to repentance otherwise than as permitted by 
law, and who, in fact, could do nothing effectively for awaken-* 
ing the consciences of men, may now take their coarse, at will, 
through towns and villages, ^^none daring to maketliem afraid ” 
To some extent it is so, just at this moment; and it is possible, 
moreover, tba( if (rermany be permitted to realize only a half 
of her present intentions, some important concessions, in favour 
of what, in England, we mean by religious liberty, may be con<* 
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stitutionally ISdcurcd. Yet even this benefit^ if it be really en- 
joyed, implies far more of intelligence on the subject than 
at present prevails anywhere on the Continent, and it demands 
also an immensely better feeling, on the part of the Established 
Clergy, than they can now pretend to. The first rudiments of 
religious liberty — if the phrase be understood in a genuine 
sense, re(]uire to be taught and explained, as well in France and 
Switzerland, as in Germany, in Prussia, in Denmai'k. The 
most lax of neologists — men out of whose stock of Christian 
belief you could scarcely make up religion enough for a Hume 
or a Gibbon, arc ofteji as unknowing in the principles of reli- 
gious liberty as any Austrian archbishop. 

But grant all you will as to the establishment of religious 
liberty, and as to the happy consequences thence to result, let 
us calmly consider what are the natural and inevitable effects 
of the convnlsTons that arc now in progress upon the national 
mind ; and let it be supposed that these convulsions are to take 
the most auspicious course possible, and are to involve as little as 
r)niy be of the characters of a catastrophe. Let us suppose that 
absolutism is to die out as tranquilly as the snuff* of a candle, 
and that the Germanic races are to come into the enjoyment of 
a happily-equipoised representative polity — let them reach the 
acni6 of British or of American constitutionalism — what will be 
the consequences of such a change, as touching Christianity ? 
Germany — who can deny it? — has outstripped us far on the paths 
of ecclesiastical erudition and of Biblical criticism. On these 
fields not only has research been candied further, and in a sounder 
manner, by German professors ; but a taste for such pursuits has 
been much more extensively diffused than among ourselves. 
Germany, therefore, lias a firm hold of Christianity, as a nuittcr 
of learned inquiry and of ingenious disquisition. Then, again, 
it holds to religious abstractions, and in a sense, to Christianity, 
through the medium of its taste for metaphysical speculation. 
(k*rman thinkers, whose actual belief, if put in words, would 
scandalize even the free-thinMng among ourselves, may, in style 
and habit, and in aspect and tone, seem personally to be quite 
as religious as the most religious among ourselves. 

Now, not to name some other causes to wliici^ this — if one 
may so term it — religious preeminence may be attributed, it 
has manifestly resulted, in an indirect manner, from that condition 
of political thraldom which has precluded the intellect of Ger- 
many from the field of political speculation. The bold and active 
minds of Germany have been ^^shut up” within the dim pre- 
cincts of antiquarianimn and of metaphysical theyizin^, because 
they have been shut out from those precincts of reality and of 
intctti^ excitement which are ojjciied to a people by free institu- 
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tions^ like those of England and Amenca. Why is it that we 
cannot match the German scholars f and wh^ do we come off so 
noorly on the listed enclosures of metaphysic combat ? Wliy, 
but because we are all of us, or nearly all, intent upon the vivid in- 
terests of the great and real world. A parliamentaiy careor, a 
professional career, with its high rewards — a mercantile careor, 
with its opulence, is open to every energetic spirit. As for a 
life of hara reading — eighteen hours’ study per diem — it will not 
j)ay ! As for theories of the universe I — ^to what earthlv account 
can they be turned? The German mind, which has so long been 
caged by absolutism, as a moping spectator of political move- 
ments, has excelled on arduous lines of research by a dire ne- 
cessity: it has become erudite and profound, moodily, and in 
revenge of its oppressions. But now, what will take place ? The 
])rison walls are crumbling in this earthquake ; the fences are 
already levelled ; all men, and foremost the men of most intelli- 
gence, are rushing onward toward the platform of political de- 
velopment. Men are beginning to breathe as well as to think ; 
and they will henceforwai'd act more than they meditate. The 
public weal, with its real and its imaginary interests, will drive 
out of their minds whatever has a less potent hold of the hopes 
and passions of men. How then will it fare with nice points of 
criticism, or with transcendental philosophies, when some vital 
parliamentary question is to be carried? — just as it fares with 
straws and tatters wdien a sudden gust of wind takes its course 
througli a paved square. 

In England we may easily bo cool upon matters with which 
we have always been familiar ; but in Germany novelty will drive 
men toward frenzy. Besides, when the tumultuous emotions oi 
this era of change have subsided, there will gradually open be- 
fore the people of all classes new courses of cominerciiu and pro- 
fessional enterprise, as well as of political ambition. This will 
be the natural consequence of political liberty ; and it will be 
hailed, too, as its invaluable fruit. Every man’s energies and 
time will be worth to him five-fold more than they were hereto- 
fore. Men will find the opportunity for making fortunes who, 
under the old system, never areamed of such a thing as possiUe, 
and who lived contentedly upon what they will soon leam to thitik 
of as a despicable pittance. The habits of the middle classes will 
become more expensive; and as the price paid for show and luxuiy^ 
they must surrender their light-hearted phyMcul tranquillity: 
there will be less holiday-making, and more toil and mm care, 
and more of the corroding alternations of hm and fear. Lon- 
don, and Manchester, and Liverpoed, and Ohu^w will repeat 
tlieinselves wherever a thorongfa political eiwmcipation tiuces 
fdace. There will tbew be fewer philosoplien, and fewer seho- 
VOI.. IX. NO. xviii. % K 
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lars ; but many more combatants upon the arduous field where 
fortunes arc won and lost. 

Need it be proved that mighty changes, such as these, must 
powerfully affect the religious condition of any people, and espe- 
cially of a people whose hdd of Christianity has been, and is, atten- 
uated in an extreme degree? A reply, if needed, to a question 
on this point might be found in looking to the gradually expanding 
operation of the very same order of causes among ourselves. Have 
not the ever swelling tides of political agitation wrought their 
obliterative effect to a great extent upon the religious mind of 
England ? Do not the ever enhancing and the imperious de- 
mands of commercial and professional life, the iron tyranny of 
competition, with its knotted whin, do not these things bring into 
jeopardy, and are they not every aay more and more bringing into 
peril, ingenuous and simple-hearted Christian feeling ? Does 
not this tyranny of business drive hundreds and thousands of 

E rofessed Christian ineti out from their closets, to save, it may 
e, yet a remnant of their religious liopes in their pews ? as when 
the town is on fire men rush with their valuables to deposit them 
in the Parish Church. 

Well therefore may it be apprehended that, in Geimany, 
where Christianity itself hangs by a thread, the sudden stimulus 

f iven to the most turbulent and the most stirring passions and 
esires, all of a worldly sort, will, both by the excitements and 
by the necessities therewith connected, banish almost from the 
tWights of men the things that arc unseen and eternal. 

Let it be fully granted that the proclamation of an entire re- 
ligious liberty, from side to side of Europe — liberty to teach, and 
preach, and proselyte ; liberty to worship anywhere, evei7where, 
and anyhow ; liberty to write and to print and to distribute, to 
sell and to give, tmets and Bibles ; in a word, British religious 
libertjr, and more, if more be desirable — ^would open a field of 
promise wliich Christians would exult to see outspread before 
them. Be it so ; nevertheless we must profess to tliink that the 
concomitant excitements of political, professional, and commer- 
cial ambition, likely at the same moment, and as a consequence 
of the very same revolutions, to be brought to bear upon the 
Continental nations, will, on any ground of probable calculation, 
operate with tell — twenty times the force, and in a direction op- 
l^aed to the spread of Christianity. The proclamation of Con- 
tinental religious liberty would set scores and hundreds of good 
folks among ourselves a-travelling instantly, with their jiort- 
manteaus crammed with tracts and Testaments — French, Italian, 
German, Spanish, and thereat; and the imbf^ptfon-llsts of Con- 
tinental Series would swell at an amaaing rate. But we much 
dottht {f nations of the Continent^ who think themselves for 
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in advance of us on all grounds of philosophy^ will ever accept 
Christianity at our hands. We do not believe tliat France, Ger- 
many, Italy, Spain, will ever consent to import our theology, 
or our notions of the Gospel. When they return to Christi- 
anity, they will do so energetically, indigenouslg^ and inclenen- 
(lently. They will do so in a manner which, while it will ih)- 
joicc every Christian bosom, will astound and scandalize Church- 
ridden good folks of all parties, among ourselves. 

Such a revolution, we devoutly believe, shall come in its time ; 
but at present — and setting oft' us of little account the facilities 
it would a&brd to British itinerant zeal — religious liberty in 
F ranee, Germany, Italy, and Spain, would be something like the 
unloosing a corpse — the knocking off marble chains from a inar- 
))lo statue — or the unstopping of an ein])ty bottle I Keligious 
liberty is indeed an incalculaole boon when granted to a people 
among whom religious intensity of feeling has long been pent up. 
But is this the case anywhei'e between the shores of the Atlantic 
and the deserts of Siberia ? Every morsel of religious liberty that 
lias been granted by successive Goveriimeitts in England has been 
conceded with a solemn feeling, as if an experiment were making 
which must put in ])eril, the church, the aristocracy, and the 
throne ; and on the side of the recipients of the boon it has been 
accepted with a depth of emotion like that of a man who at 
length looks upon the sky after a life of unjust imprisonment. 
In France, if not in Germany, religious liberty would bo “ de- 
creed ” as easily as the remission of a halfpenny toll, and would 
be accepted — we know not in what mood, unless it be that of 
those wiio take something that is offered them in tliese terms — 
“ Docs anybody care for uiis V* 

Momentous changes, happily affecting the religious condition 
of the nations of the Continent, may be the issue of the present 
revolutionary commotion ; but if so, such changes will take their 
rise from causes not as yet visible^ or not yet put in movement. 
It is otherwise among ourselves. This same European earth- 
([uakc is now acting — is re-acting upon England and Scotland, 
in a manner which, if it be not faring and conspicuous, is such 
as presents an outline of awful grandeur, dimly revealed, in the 
mists of futurity, to the eye of the thoughtful. 

the Future I — what shall it do for ISngland ?” We know 
not ; but we see the Christianity of Englan<^ as affected by the 
social revolutionaiy crisis of the Continent, preparing to devdop 
itself so as it has not hitherto, either in modern times, or at my 
time since its first promulgation. A page will explain what wo 
mean. Christianity has developed its eueigies singly in this 
course of ages. The rudiments of trutli, all dearly defined as 
they are in^fbe canon of Scripture, liave been c^tohgkaUlf 
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brought into activity, or made prominent. Not indeed as if 
any new principle of faith, or any new mode of piety, was from 
time to time evolved — (any such supposition we must hold to be 
equally unfounded and pernicious) — for, on our supposition, no- 
thing has in any age been brought forward which might not 
have been seen, understood, and established at any previous time. 
The Church historian should make it his task to trace and to ex- 
liibit tliese successive developments of the Christian system, and 
should, moreover, endeavour to show that a certain reason and 
order has been providentially observed in the series ; each epoch 
having had a relation to the preceding period as a result of it, 
and to the following as its precursor. 

Not to attempt in this place a theme so extensive, it may bo 
enough, in the way of exemplification, to look to the history of 
lucent times. Within a century three perfectly distinguishable 
developments of the Gospel have had place ; the firnt of these 
has manifestly passed the height of its intensity ; the second is 
])crhaps passing it ; the iJiird is yet in full course. But there is 
a fourth^ destined, we must believe, to break upon the world, 
and to renovate the Church ; and we risk the conjecture that 
those social convulsions that are now taking place arc the 
means appointed to usher in among ourselves this new, and 
probably nnal display of the salutary powers of the religion we 
profess. The great question of the equipoise of classes within 
the social system, which, as unsolved, is racking Europe, and 
France especially, with ruinous violence, and which, unless it be 
truly and speedily solved, must shake the British Constitution 
also — this problem can, as we believe, be practically disposed of 
only by the aid of influences which Christianity is to furnish. 
But then it is not Christianity in its note actual condition among tts 
that can render the sort of aid which the inveterate evils of the 
social system arc demanding. Christianity must travail anew, 
and must bring forth her last product of pow^er^ before she can 
save us as a people from convulsions, or w^ork deliverance for 
us in a secular sense; and therefore is it that this peril, and 
these dark alarms, and these mutterings of dismay surround 
us; and therefore it is that political dangers go on blackening 
our prospect until, in the midst of this agony, the truth which 
subsists in a latent state among us shall be brought out and be- 
come effective. That is to say, the ultimate power of the reli- 
gion of the Scriptures shall gain a full expression, and shall 
take hold of the world's afiiiirs, ruling them in a new manner. 

We have said that three distinguisliable developments of 
Christianity have had place wdthin the last hundred years. 
The liefonnatmii had ootained for us, and consigned to our 
keeping— Clirislianity accoiding to the written worn. This wafe 
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the meaning of the revolutions of the sixteenth centui 7 ; and its 
text was — “ to the law and to the testimony.” The work of the 
lieformation still abides ; for all communions that have separated 
from Rome still rest upon this foundation, namely, the supreme 
authority, and the sufficiency of Holy Scripture, 

The middle of the last century — the years that date just one 
hundred years back from this time — saw, in the preaching of the 
Wesleys and of Whitefield, and their immediate followera, a de- 
velopment of Christianity which was not simply extraordinary 
as to its extent, and as to its efficacy, but which was neto and 
])eculiar. The Methodist movement, taking its stand upon 
the basis of the lieformation Gospel^ which itself was such an 
unfolding of the meaning of the apostolic writings as had nerer 
before been effected, moved forward from this ground, and 
the Methodist leaders brought the lately understood Gos|)el to 
bear, with unprecedented effect, upon the consciences of men 
individually. The simplest and the most rudimental idea of 
Christianity, as a call to repentance, and an offer of mercy, and 
an opening of heaven, and a dispensation of the “gift of (lod ” 
— this rudimental idea filled the hearts and occupieil the minds, 
and broke ever and again from the lips of preachem, whether 
Arminian or Calvinistic: — i\m fresh Uospel was Methodikm. 

About forty years seems to be the allotted period of a religious 
epoch ; and at the end of that term, or near it, Methodism, in 
its character as Q.new develoi^entoi the Gospel, had accomplished 
its functions, and had itself subsided into a tranquil and perma- 
nent ecclesiastical condition, taking its place among other and 
older communions. Its beneficial influences w^ere indeed far 
from being terminated ; its vitality was exhausted ; its preachers 

C reclaimed the same glad tidings with ha|)py effect, and they 
elieved themselves to be W'eariiig the mantle of their Elijah, 
But it was not so. A new Evangelic power — a power sjiring- 
ing out of Methodism, indepeudent of it, was about to descend 
from heaven to earth ; and the mantle of Elijah was soon seen to 
liave come down upon the shoulders of the Founders of Missions. 
It might at first sight be thought that the missionary enter- 

I irise was nothing more than a mere carrying out, into neathen 
ands, of the Methodistic zeal, and of the Methodistic Gospel. 
But it showed itself at once to be quite another matter. In 
heaven’s eye it w^as a development altogether new, and which 
was to bring into play a vexy aifferent order of motives and emo- 
tions, and was to mve prominence to ejects which never before 
had been distinctly discerned by the Church, or steadily re- 
garded as of prime importance. The Christian Church (of all 
communions) w^as to the core revolutionized by the Missionary 
Development : its tone and dialect, its topics and its occupa^ 
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tions were all changed, and shifted, with wonderful rapidity, 
and with equal completeness. Well might it have been said 
forty years ago — old things have passed away, and behold all 
things have become new I” Methoaism was an intensity com* 
ing to a focus within men’s bosoms, individually ; it was con* 
eentrative mainly, and diffusive incidentally, or in a secondary 
manner. But the missionary development was in a feeble 
sense, concentrative ; while its energies were all diffusive. If 
Methodism exhibited the light of heaven, brought with irrcsist* 
ible force to bear upon each heart, the missionary dispensation 
was a beam of day, illuminating a distant expanse. That the 
two developments were essentially different, and that the one 
was not a mere brandling off of the other, became manifest, or 
might easily have been inferred, from the almost antagonist style 
of that order of personal religion w hich came to be characteris- 
tic of each. The missionary piety is not a personal intensity ; 
but a mild benevolence. Methodism might, and sometimes did 
carry unsound minds on towards insanity. The missionary zeal 
might impel unsound minds, not indeed tow^ard insanity, but 
toward absurdity. The very scene of the two movements was 
shifted, for the one had taken place ordinarily witliin walls con- 
secrated to the worship of God ; — the other occupies boards 
trodden yesterday, and to be trodden to-morrow, by the world. 
It is the same Christianity indeed, which once held to the 
church, the chapol, or the meeting-house, but which now re- 
sorts to the Town Hall ; w'e must not however so far delude 
ourselves with names as to imagine that one and the same Keii- 
gious Development has run on from the one class of structures 
to the other. 

Methodism had its forty years as Heaven’s ambassador to 
men : it has now gone to its parish^ where, Heaven forbid that it 
should relax in its useful labours. The missionary zeal, too, 
lias had its forty years, as a distinct development of a certain 
order of Christian motives. It is not now'^ waning or subsiding ; 
but it is assuming a permanent fo'nn^ and is conforming itself to 
established modes of procedure as an instrument of foreign 
Christianization ; and Heaven forbid that its labours should be 
x^laxed or restricted, or that its funds should be diminished I In 
the next folly years the several Missionary Societies may effect 
&r more go^ than they have effected in the past forty ; and 
there is reason to indulge so cheering a hope. But the mission- 
ary epoch, as a dispensation^ has passeci the point at which 
another e]XKih might be looked for as commencing. 

Jnst as the missionary zeal ^irang out of Methodism, so 
out ^ the missionary zed has sprung (mainlv atehough not a 
wholljr) that now onrrent development of Ine energies of 
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the Gospel which we are witnessing. The order of causa* 
tion on this ground is natural. Christianity when it awakens 
the consciences of men individually, impels them to teach every 
man his brother, and it calls all men brethren, and desires 
the salvation of all. In this order, care for the soul comes 
first; but, care for the body immediately follows. The evan- 
gelist visits men in their homes that he may persuade them to 
repent: he finds them there destitute, famisning, naked, and 
utterly wretched. He reports what ho has seen. But from the 
moment that this report reaches the ears, and sinks into the 
hearts of Christians, the very Gospel they entertain becomes in 
a manner transmuted within their bosoms. In other words, 
Christianity, brought on a large scale into hear communion with 
the bodily wretchedness of men, spontaneously develops an 
energy of its own — an energy proper for the occasion. Then 
comes on the dispensation of compassion, under which the wants 
of the body excite a sympathy more vivid than that wdiicli relates 
to the wants of the soul. 

It is quite true that Christianity has, in every age, and oven 
under its most corrupt forms, proved its heavenly origin in this 
very manner ; that is to say, by producing and by rendering 
effective, a sympathy of which neathen nations knew nothing. 
But that development of Christian compassion which is now mid- 
way on in its epoch, has received a character quite now^ and 
peculiar from the alliance it has formed with three powers, hen*- 
tofore scarcely known to it. The first of these is the legislative 
and administrative powers of the State, a reaction from wdiich 
imparts to it gravity and momentum. The second is the volun- 
tary “ society” power, whence it derives an intensity of excite- 
ment, and in connexion with which it spreads itself over n wide 
surface, and takes effect upon thousands of minds, instead of 
tens, as heretofore. The third of these modifying influences is that 
derived from those established principles of political economy 
which regulate Christian benevolence in accordance with what 
should not be called worldly prudence, but rather scientific dis- 
cretion. The most simple-minded philanthropists have at length 
come to understand that mere love and pity, left to follow their 
own impulses, may injure those whom they would help. Kaw 
sympathy, brought into a state of excitement by Christian mo- 
tives, is a power actually to bo dreaded, if it act on a large scale. 
Thus moaifled, idierefore, and thus brought into relationship 
with civil government, with voluntary associations, and with the 
principles of political science, Christian compassion, directed to- 
ward the alleviation of the bodily sufferings of men— es]XK!ially 
of the lowest classes— is a new power, and the present is the em 
q( its development* 
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But there is a power yet to be elicited— a power j)roper to onr 
holy religion^ ancl most characteristic of it^ and which the now 
imminent perils of the social system throughout Europe, and 
not least so in this country, seem to be bringing into activity. 
What w^e intend is something moi'e stern Sian the sympathy 
which the Gospel generates, and more serious than the zeal 
which it inspires ; we mean — that sense of Eight which it so 
solemnly authenticates, which it will yet bring to bear, not 
simply, as heretofore, upon the individual behaviour of men, one 
towara another, but upon the relationship of class to class, 
throughout the social system, and the momentous operation of 
which will, as we conjecture, give a character to those revolu- 
tions that are impending upon the civilized world. Christianity, 
we believe, is now about to do for civilized communities that 
which no political reforms, and no ix)litical philosophy, and cer- 
tainly no insurrections, can ever effect. If it were asked. What 
shall be the future of England ? the prediction might be risked, 
that, inasmucli as Biblical principles have here a firmer hold 
of the human mind than in any other country, it shall be the 
chosen field whereupon the last development of the powers of the 
Keligion of Christ snail take place ; and wherein shall be carried 
out, in a signal manner, tnat dispensation of Justice under 
which nations may prosper permanently, and be at peace with- 
in themselves. 

Are we supposing that Christianity shall come in to frame 
political constitutions, or that texts shall be cited in Parliament 
for the purpose of ovemiling contrary decisions of political 
science? By no means : a very different office do we assign to 
the Bible, and a very different function to its interpreters. An 
illustration of what is intended presents itself at hand. Take 
the case of that mere compassion, or sympathy for the bodily 
sufferings of those around u^ to which the motives of the Gosjiel 
impart intensity. Those who are most susceptible of this sym- 
pathy, and are most alive too to Christian influences, are often 
impelled, in their benevolent eagerness, to adopt measures, the 
tendency of which would be, if not instantly, yet after a while, 
to aggravate these miseries^ or to spread them over a wider 
surface. Here then comes in the guidance and the corrective 
influence of Political Science— of Pmitical Economy, and of that 
practical discretion which is acquired in administering any as- 
tern of relief^ whether voluntary or statutoiy. In this case, it 
is the office of Christianity to call out the benevolent affections, 
and to impart to them a momentum which at length prevails 
over the sluggishness, and the selfishness, and the blind prejudice 
that stands in its way. The Gospel generates the emotion, and 
keeps it in a state of efficient activity ; and tlien the office of 
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Political Science is so to instruct^ and to inform this power of 
B^inpathy, that the end it aims at, namely, the improved condi- 
tion of the wretched, shall indeed be secur^. 

Now, in the case before us, what we suppose as yet to take 
place, is analogous to what we have here referred to as actually 
taking place. The Bible will afford no direct aid in digesting 
political constitutions, or in framing enactments intended to Re- 
gulate the rate of wages, or to define the respective rights and 
privileges of classes. From the Bible wc shall never be able fairly 
to extort any such things as a criminal code, or a system of taxa- 
tion, or a scheme for regulating or for restricting the employment 
of capital : it was given to the world for no such pnqioses. But 
is it thei*eforo not available for giving effect to those measures of 
amelioration which a ripened political science shall point to tmd 
authenticate? We are conficient that it is thus available, and 
believe, as wo have said, that the present urgent perils of the 
country are the means destined for bringing out, from the 
depths of the Christian System, those long latent energies of Jns- 
tice, apart from which the clearest demonstrations of political 
science will never take effect. National perils, and the distresses 
of classes, while they compel political science to ripen an<l to 
])romulgate its conclusions, shall, with a sort of convulsive 
call out and bring into operation, a salutary force from the 
Christian Code. Political Science shall determine what is 
tTustice, as between class and class, and shall tell us on well as- 
certained grounds of experience, what those measures are, which 
may be looked to for securing to each class its wellbeing ; and 
then a hitherto unknown and unimagined intensity imparted to 
Christian principles, shall break down all op|iosition, and shall 
bring out, in fact, the true and the good in the structure (d* 
society. 

It cannot have escaped the notice of intelligent readers of the 
Bible, that in almost all those passages, as well of the New as 
of the Old Testament, which the devout mind clings to as 
predictive of ultimate felicity for the human family, there ap- 
pears, at the end of the vista of hope — a tribunal of Justice. W e 
entirely put out of view every one of those passages which, on 
grounds of reasonable interpretation, should be regarded as 
bearing upon the adjudication of men, individually, at tbo tri- 
bunal of an after life. We now refer to those passages only 
which it is scarcely possible to understand otherwise tlian aa 
prophetical of the condition of the nations on earth. The 
Messiah’s kingdom in this world, (we are implying no opini on 
as to what is called the Personal Beign,”) tliis Kingdom of 
the Son of David is spoken of in terms which convey, as its 
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distinctively characteristic feature^ the idea of a stem admi- 
nistration of Justice^ and of Justice for heretofore oppressed 
classes. The instances are very manyi and they all Wr one 
import, and they might all be brought under interpretation, as 
various expressions of that prediction — ill as it seems to accord 
vrith what vre are apt to regard as the tenor of the Gospel, and 
which the Son of Man himself utters, when He promises to those 
who shall faithfully keep his works” — and snail prove them^ 
selves the fit ministers or his kingdom, that they shall have 
power over the nations,” and shall rule them with a rod of 
iron,” and under which administration those nations shall be 
broken to shivers “ as the vessels of the potter.” If this be a 
prediction quoted from the second Psalm, and throwing it for- 
ward to the period of Messiah’s triumphant entrance upon his 
kingdom, then it indicates in tlie clearest manner what we now 
assume, namely, that a dispensation of inflexible justice — jus- 
tice for the nations, and aclministered on behalf of the wretened, 
shall be that which is to fill up the intentions of God’s dealings 
with men upon earth. 

Nothing can be clearer to the same purport than is the tenor 
of the seventy-second Psalm, That it is predictive of the Mes- 
siah’s rule on earth has always been believed. It is, in a word, 
the foreshowing of a rule of right coming in upon inveterate 
wrongs, and suosisting and continuing for a lengthened period 
to cariy forward its purposes, while wrong also co-exists. The 
Messiah shall “judge thy people with nghteousness, and thy 

y oor with judgment, and shall break in pieces the oppressor.” 

jQt the Psalm be read anew' with this idea — that it holds forth 
tlie principal characteristic of a future dis])ensation, the end of 
which shall be universal peace on earth. The thirty-second 
chapter of Isaiah bears entirely the same import — “ A king shall 
reign in righteousness,” under whom “princes shall rule in 
juiigmcnt.” An eflScacioua development of the first principles 
of morality — principles taking precedence of motives of benevolence 
< — shall bring in the epoch of tranquil happiness, and thus “ the 
work of KiGiiTEOUSNESS shall be peace, and the effect of right- 
ousness quietness and assurance for ever.” 

Hitherto Christianity has won its praise, and has demonstrated 
its heavenly origin, far more conspicuously as an impulse of mercy, 
and ns bringing relief for the wretched, than as a nile of right. 
So long as tlie world has been managing its own affairs in its 
own way, the Gospel has wandered hither and thither over 
the field, binding up the w^ounds of the victims cruelty, and 
muring in its own oil and wine. But when the time "comee 
for Christ to rule the world, then those offices mercy whk^ 
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in times past have been its gbryi shall take a subordinate place, 
so that the stem energies of justice may bear sway. Is not the 
forty-fifth Psalm a pimiction of Messiah’s reign on earth 1 and 
what is its tone? it is the veiy same. A stern and martini 
administration of justice amon^ the nations is, in a word, what 
it means ; and this is the marking feature, the note of recogni- 
tion^ whereby the coming in of Messiah’s kingdom shall^be known 
and shall be hailed by his people: — thus shall the redeemed 
nations preet his advent — Grira thy sword upon thy thigh, O 
Most Mighty ; in thy majesty ride prosperously, because of (for 
the sake of) truth, and meekness, and righteousness, and thy 
right hand (administrative energy) shall teach thee terrible 
things ” Thy throne, O God, is for ever and over ; the sceptm 
of thy kingdom is a right ecepirer 

The pith of these, and of many other well-remembered pasi- 
sa^es, is this — that, at the end^ and when the Divine scheme is 
winding up, and is reaching its long-intended and long-post- 
poned purpose, the religion of Christ shall bring to bear upon 
the social and national condition of mankind — a heretofore un- 
thought of development of the eternal laws of Justice. In the 
midst of that glare of glory which prophetic Scripture instructs 
and encourages us to look to with ea^r hope — in the very midst 
of that heavenly effulgence, there is discernible a symbol sharply 
defined by its dark contour against the brightness of the vision, 
and it is the Iron sceptre” of Messiah’s kingdom that we there 
descry. 

If, then, we are to speak of the Future — and of the Christian 
Future — and of the Christian futurity of the British peojile — 
we should not think of predicting catastrophes ; — not Wanse 
catastrophes may not actuallv come, for they may seem (mite 
probable ; but because they cfo not lie within our ken. We do 
not profess to be prophets. We have learned that political cal- 
culations are cobwebs, or are likely to be swept away like cob- 
webs, and that Biblical calculations, if definite, are perilous, and 
too often illusory. What we are thinking of is the development 
of a principle, and which is a main element of revealed religion, 
and which, hitherto, has not merely had a too feeble influence 
upon men individually, but which has never yet taken a forcible 
hold of any social system, or had a conspicuous part in adjusting 
and rectifying the political and economic relationship of classes. 
Then a step further we advance in conjecturing that those 8ho<*ks 
of the European earthquake which have in them a social, rather 
than a merely political meaning, shall so affect this country as 
to bring out the latent energy of the religion which %joe (alone 
almost among the nations) cordially adhere to and profess. 
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This development of a latent principle must come on along 
with, and as consequent upon, a new perusal of the Scriptures— ^ 
that is to say, tlie perusal of them in a new light. The Kefor^ 
mation brought about such a new perusal of them, or a read« 
ing of things that had often been read before, but had never be- 
fore been so understood. Methodism was produced and carried 
forward by the means of such a fresh leading of the words of 
life. And has not the Missionary zeal given us, in a sense, a 
new Bible ? has it not brought out of their dark comers scores 
of bright passages that had barely been noticed by our prede- 
cessors? within these forty years the Bible has come to be 
what it never was before, namely, a Missionary Manual. 8o 
shall it be when the first putting forth of the Iron Sceptre 
shall attract all eyes, and shall carry trembling and awe 
into the slumbering consciences of professed Christians. It 
would not have been eouitable at any time previous to the pre- 
sent Missionary era, to have bmught an indictment against the 
Christian ministry at large on the ground of its neglect of those 
missionary texts which we have at length learned to understand as 
an imperative command to carry the Gospel into heathen lands. 
For US now to neglect this duty, and to overlook these texts, would 
be to bring down upon ourselves the heaviest guilt. But our 
fathers had not been awakened so to read the Scriptures ; the 
time was not come, and all slumbered until it came. 

It is the same as to a large class of passages, the clear import 
of which has rarely, if ever, been set before the ]>copIe from the 
pulpit. Passages there are, which, w’hen the time of awakening 
comes, shall break like a thunder-clap upon Christian congrega- 
tions. The preacher will tremble as he takes his text, and Uie 
people will tremble as they hear it expounded and applied. 
What will then be new? not the text, or the interpretation of it, 
as if critical ingenuity had at last dug down upon some fossil 
sense that had never before been thought of. What will be new 
will be a mind to accept as true, and as applicable to ourselves, 
some of the simplest and the most intelligible phrases and sen- 
timents of the Bible. 

The eliciting and the establishment of anv one class of truths 
has almost always involved a temporary occuftation of some other 
truth. So it has been, that while the im])ort of Scripture, as a 
message of jiardon and a revelation of free grace, has been re- 
covered, and has been set clear of the incrustations of sixteen 
centuries, the not incompatible, but antagonistic import of Scrip- 
ture, as revealing a great scheme of retribution, has well-nigh been 
lost sight of. But now — so we may safely conclude — now that 
the doctrine of grace is fully recovered, and now that it has taken 
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its clue place in the belief of Protestant Churches, whence it 
shall never again be removed— now may that other truth, upon 
tlie counteractive influence of which the equipoise of revelation 
depends — now may it without risk be fully brought forward, bo 
boldly announced, and authoritatively enforced. If the doctrines 
of grace are in*efragably certain, not less certain is the doctrine 
of an administrative scheme of government, exact, universal, un- 
deviating, and in the carrying out of which Eternal Justice is 
to be honoured. 

But how shall we reconcile principles so contradictory, or how 
expound the Gospel and the Law, so as to save the integrity of 
both? To attempt this is not our task. An easy task shall it 
be when the Bible comes to be listened to, theological logic aiiart 
— an easy task shall it be w'hen Christianity has develujica its 
ultimate energy, as an expression of eternal rectitude 1 

It would not perhaps be extremely difficult to follow out in 
idea that chain of causes which may bring about among ourselves, 
and ere long, such a development as we have s^Kiken of. Our 
social condition, especially as a mercantile and a manufacturing 
community, is becoming every year more critical, and more |)er- 
plcxing; meantime, the now present and unlocked for convul- 
sions of the continental nations are reacting upon us, in a manner 
which the boldest minds dare not distinctly look at, or inquire 
into. A moment may come, and it is ])erhaps at hand, when 
social perplexities mmt in some manner be met and disposed of. 
But shall we meet them as they have been met in France, by 
murderous collisions of class with class — by street slaughter — 
by the mowing down of mobs with artillery, and by a pliingo 
through blood-reeking revolutions, to land upon the terra Jitwa 
of a military despotism ? Not so ; may we not devoutly hope 
it ? But if not, then it must be in another manner, and in a 
manner which shall throw an unwonted stress ui)on the moral 
energies of the country, or upon the religious convictions of all 
classes. 

Destitution and disti^ess, perhaps enhanced and diffused, or if 
not actually increased, yet report, adduced, and brought out 
more distinctly to view than at present it is, — this exhibition of 
suffering, must at the same moment quicken tlic alarms of states- 
men, and excite in an extreme degree the sympathies of the more 
feeling portion of the community. The sluggishness of public 
men will be broken in upon, and large measun^s of relief will be 
thought of and propounded. At the same time, such arrange- 
ments and mitigations as charity*’ can command, will be had 
recourse to. But it will quickly be discovered that the social 
problem is one that is not to be dealt with on any such ground 
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as this* The difficulty is too mighty to be disposed of delicately 
and lovingly. The malady is of a sort that will not yield to 
omulgents — the lotion of syinpaUiy frets the patient as much as 
it soothes his anguish. In a word, although mercy is never out 
of season, it will be felt that the era of mercy, as chief a^ent for 
tlio relief of the sufferings of classes, is past. After a brief and 
awful pause, it shall be acknowledged that the era of Right has 
come on. Rut Right — whence is it to be derived, or from what 

1 )rinci[)les reasoned out, or by what sanctions authenticated, or 
)y what penalties enforced ? If it were attempted, at such a 
moment, to make out and to define the limits of social justice, 
on any princ.iple known to the British Constitution, this inethcxl 
of procedure could bring out no results commensurate with the 
occasion, and for this reason, that no such occasion, no such social 
crisis, no such portentous problem, has ever been contemplated, 
much less provided for, by the British Constitution, or by any 
otlicr political framework, ancient or modern. 

If recourse were had, in such an emergency, to abstract doc- 
trines, or to scliolastic systems of moral philosophy, or to some 
tlieory, happening just then to be in vogue, nothing but inter- 
minable debates could be the consequence. Universities might 
wrangle for ten years, before any conclusion which practical men 
could compi^ehend, and adopt, could be arrived at. We are not 
however without resource. Christianity is part and parciol of 
the law of the land, and therefore it is a recognised and consti- 
tutional authority. Moreover, Christianity is the cordial belief 
of great masses of the }>eonle — ^upper, and middle, and lower ; it 
is therefore an authority^ tlie intervention of which would readily 
and gladly bo hailed, not by one rank or interest, but by multi- 
tudes of every rank, and especially so in an hour of fear and per- 
plexity. 

What then is it that might, at such a moment, take place ? 
not, as we have already said — that Revelation should be brought 
in to supersede the functions of civil society ; far from it. Legis- 
lative wisdom, and statesmanlike ability, and practical good sense, 
would combine to devise, to digest, and to elaoorate the measures 
best to be adopted ; and then, those measures having been as - 
sented to, and approved — Bible Fobce would come in to carry 
them through, sweeping away irresistibly, all oppositions of class 
selfishness and prejudice. Such and such measures (and we 
should quite overstep what we think to be our function in pre- 
suming to specify them) having been propounded and discussed, 
and voted as good, not by the legidature merely, but by the 
British neople, there would be no question whether they should, 
or could, be put in force. Public men will have devised these 
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measures^ the legislature will have passed them, and then hea« 
ven itself will see to what remains. Neither Moses nor tho pro- 
phets, neither David, nor Solomon, nor Isaiah, nor Jeremiah, nor 
Ezekiel, nor Paul, nor James, nor even our blessed Lord, will 
teach us how to frame Acts of Parliament, or on what grounds 
of political expediency societies should be constituted ; but when 
Parliaments have ascertained what it is which a crisis demands. 


and when experienced writers have informed us in what modus 
our endeavours may best be carried forward, then prophets and 
apostles, in tones never before listened to, shall enjoin tho duo 
performance of the part which we have thus assigned to our- 
selves. 


When once Bible power has, by any such social crisis, been 
brought to bear, in an open manner, upon national interests — 
when once the sign of the Son of man” has thus been seen in 
tho political heavens — when the iron sceptre has caught all eyes, 
that is to say, when Christ’s authority shall, in a signal instance, 
have prevailed in controlling state aifairs, then sliall this same 
power be seen to be taking effect in a thousand instances that 
were not at first thought of. Syinpath}^ and mercy, applied as 
they have been, and are, to the alleviation of the miseries en- 
dured by classes, arc like the fragrant ointment poured forth 
by l)lety and love ; but the word of truth and justice when 
once it sliall be uttered, shall take effect upon the (fiseased social 
body in another manner ; — (io, for thou art Iiealed of thy 
])lague.” To what an incalculable extent would the weight of 
distress now pressing upon all classes be relieved, simply liy an 
efficacious recovery ot^ and return to, public and jirivate recti- 
tude ! If commercial reverses visit us periodically, as pestilence 
and famine may visit us, in the form of judgments from heaven, 
how greatly are these reverses aggravated, as they affect classes, 
and individuals, by the defective morality to which custom and 
familiarity have given a loose sanction ! There may be room to 
question whether even the most disastrous of those overthrows 
which the trading and coinmei'cial classes have sustained, would 
have occurred at all, had there been diffused through all classes 
a higher-toned morality. 

All thinking persons feel that the never yet adjusted rela- 
Uemship of class to class, in our social systems, is an ur^t 
problem, canning with it every kind of difficulty, and which 
the now-pending revolutionaiy conflicts between classes, on the 
Continent, are renderiim more difficult and more perilous ever^ 
day among ourselves. Great organic changes, or measures equi- 
valent to organic chan|^, must w brought to tear upon the social 
malady— *or otherwise it will, in tliis countiy as it has in France^ 
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come to its crisis s|)oiitaneou8ly, and with an accompaniment 
of the direst calamities. These changes, or these measures of 
relief, wo believe to surpass the powers of tlie legislature to give 
effect to them, even if they do not surpass its wisdom to devise. 
The alternative therefore is the occurrence of a terrific crisis, and 
the i*cpctition of such at short intervals ; or else the bringing in 
of a force new to politics, and hitherto latent in the inspired 
writings. 

It has been latent, hitherto, because that state of the social 
system which should bring it into activity belongs to the present 
time, and is itself now only partially developed. What might 
be called socicil consciousness is that which distinguishes the 
civilized communities of modern times. This consciousness 
implies, not only a wide spread cognizance of the condition of 
the several classes that make up the body politic, but a feeling 
pervading each class, and connecting each with the others, by a 
sort of vital sympathy. The body politic is continually coming 
into nearer and nearer analogy with animal life. There is within 
it one sensorium, toward which all sensations tend, and one ner- 
vous system, affected throughout by any morbid condition of any 
iiart, or member, llepresentative government, whether it may 
t)c more or less complete, theoretically, or practically well man- 
aged, is but one of tne modes of national consciousness, and only 
one medium of the national volitions. Through the press, and 
by the means of that extended and instantaneous interchange of 
feeling and will which belong to a commercial state, and which 
the rcccntljjr contrived velocities of correspondence and of transit 
so wondemilly facilitate, every thing that is anywhere thought, 
felt, suffered, intended, willed, or done, is instantly reported, un- 
derstood, and (to use a physiological term) is duly assimilated, 
and is commingled, either as aliment, or as medicament, or as 
infection, or as poison, with the system. 

But this universally diffused social consciousness brings with 
it a relationship, between class and class, of mutual dependence, 
and of obligation, which otherwise could not be alleged. Men 
who live under an absolute despotism, as in Turkey or Russia, 
witness individually the wrongs that are endured l>y others in- 
dividually, or by classes, with apathy, or with sympathy, as it 
may happen, yet with no consciousness of an implied moral re- 
sponsibility, and with no sense of moral reciprocity. But whether 
we distinctly admit the fact or not, the feeling spontaneously 
arises in every bosom, on parallel occasions, in countries whero 
the agents of ^vernment are responsible, where there is popular 
repre^ntation, a free press, and absolute liberty of speech and 
action, is whcdly of another sort. This feeling has in it some- 
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thing of that tumultuous restlessness which attaches to the active 
moral sentiments. The reported sufFerings of classes, or the 
knowledge of their degradation, their ignorance, and their hope- 
less destitution, excites, (at least in sound minds,) not compassion 
simply, but a self-reproaching disquiet, of which we do not easily 
rid ourselves. “ These things,” we say to ourselves, and to one 
another, ought not so to be : they must not be suffered : some- 
thing must be done, or attempted, to bring in a remedy.” 

Now, this is a modern feeling : it is the accompaniment of 
an advancing political condition; and it is the symptom of 
the diffused vitality of the social system. What then fol- 
lows ? or what is it that must take place in consequence of this 
vitalizing of the social mass! In a country within wliich a 
definite moral code is recognised as of ultimate authority, and is 
bowed to because its sanctions are held to be valid, in such a 
country it is inevitable that this same moral code, which hereto- 
fore was only of private interpretation, or which took little effect 
except as it bore upon the conscience of the mdividual in his 
behaviour toward indixnduals — this code, sustained by its awful 
sanctions, must, and will, eventually, come into effective ope- 
ration, as bearing upon what we may call the social, or the 
political conscience. In this country the decisively practical 
turn of the national mind, and the dislike of abstract or meta- 
physical reasoning, as applied to substantial interests, happily 
C(»mes in to aid the national feeling in favour of Christianity as 
an ultimate authority in morals. Already we may disc43rn the 
onward movement of a silent process, which is bringing all the 
difficult questions of class wellbeing up to the tribunal of the one 
recognised religious authority. Unless dire catastrophes should 
come in to throw us aback, and to break up the social machinery, 
it must ere long come about, in this country, and notwithstand- 
ing the prevalence of infidelity and impiety in the highest and in 
the lowest classes, that these political problems will be dealt with 
on the ground of RIGHT, as affirmed, defined, or implied, in 
Holy Scripture. 

The present turmoil throughout Europe, and in France espe- 
cially, is going on, no one can guess toward what issue, unless 
it be military despotism, because nothing is recognised abroad as 
fixed and unqiiestionable ; nothing is bowed to as of ultimate 
authority ; nothing is reverenced because it is held to be sustained 
by sanctions. But it is not so among ourselves ; and in any case 
in which a mass is internally agitated, the parts in movement 
will arrange themselves at length around the one part or element 
that is fixed. In England, although every thing may be brought 
under discussion, and eveiy thing sacred may be questioned ; yet 

VOL. IX. NO. xviii. 2 L 
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not for ever. The religious convictions of the great majority of 
the instructed classes are firm. The Christian belief of the 
British people is an anchorage, and it is a fulcrum, and it is a 
foundation ; and the agitations that shake the nations only tend 
to throw so much the more stress upon this one and only point 
of immovable support, which the civilized world feels to be any- 
where under its feet. 

Facts and appearances irreconcilable with any such supposi- 
tion as this might readily be alleged ; and the hope it would 
encourage miglit easily be made to appear chimerical. We pro- 
fess it, nevertheless, and are bold to say that, while diffident 
of any interpretation of Apocalyptic symbols, we discern, amid 
the alarms and confusions of the passing hour, bright indica- 
tions of the coming on of that last development of the Christian 
system, which is the drift of all prophecy, and which shall 
render Christianity, toward the nations, a dispensation of Jus- 
tice, more prominently than hitherto it has been a dispensation 
of mercy.* 


* It is not an approvable practice to place at the head of an article the title of 
a hook of which nothing is said in the course of it. We condemn, therefore, in this 
instance, what we have done, and can only say that we should hold it to be not 
merely, in a literary^ but in a moral sense, wrong, so to treat any living writer. In 
this case many of our readers will long ago have formed their own opinion of the 
remarkable essay of which the little volurae before us is a good reprint. The 
meritt of this essay, or the grounds and reasons of that attention which it has lately 
received, could not be properly considered within the compass of a few pages. 
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Art. IX. — 1. The Camp and Barrack-room ; or the British Anny 
as it is. By a late StafF-sergeant of the 13th Light Infantry. 
London, 1841. 

2. The Autohiograpliy of a Working Man. By “ One who has 
whistled at the Plough.” London, Edinburgh, and Glasgow, 

3. Recollections of Rijleman Harris. Editetl by Henry Curling, 
Esquire, Half-pay, 52d Regiment. London, 1848. 

4. Hansards Parliamentary Debates, Vol. 91. (Third volume 
of the Session of 1847,) 

In this great year of the Christian era, 1848, it is, doubtless, a 
very humiliating fact, that the representatives of the people have 
been voting away large sums of public money for the purchase and 
the support of the instruments and agents of human destruction. 
It is a very humiliating fact, we say, but it is one which stares us 
most obtrusively in the face. Our better reason may revolt 
against it — Christian morality may dejdore it — but there stands 
THE SOLDIER at the comer of the street. 

There he is — the hundred thousandth part of a great thing 
called an Army. A great thing wonderfully organized — most 
ingeniously devised ; a very imposing, a very costly thing, made 
up of very varied materials, but most homogeneous as a whole. 
It is hard to say what it does not contain. Nothing so hard, 
nothing so soft ; nothing so full, nothing so empty ; nothing s<i 
gay, nothing so mournful, as not to be a part (»f it. Light 
plumes, ami heavy ordnance ; the empty drum and the well- 
charged shell ; the gay music, and the mournful funeral-pall — 
there are all sorts of contrasts and contrarieties in it, but how 
complete a thing is it as a whole ! Look at the intricacy of its 
inacliinery — the wonderful adhesiveness of its parts — the unity and 
integrity of it. Dispersed though it be in a fragmentary state over 
the whole surface of the globe, there are chains and wires, which 
take no account of space, keeping it together as surely and irre- 
fragably as though it were a compact mass. Within this mighty 
cirde, there is nothing so majestic — nothing so insignificant, 
as not to be brought into immediate contact with each other. 
The minutest coiimonent of that great fact — the British Army, 
has an intimate affinity and is a matter of immediate concern- 
ment to the ^eatest and most glorious of the realities, who give 
a dignity and a radiance to the whole. There is a link, which 
unites the small child who tinkles the triangle with the mighty 
warrior who conquers nations, overturns dynasties, and revolu- 
tionizes the world. The voice of that small hero of the triangle 
may make itself heard by the great hero of history ; and not so 
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insignificant is the child — being an atom of that great compre- 
hensive army, but tliat his injuries will be resented and redressed 
by the veteran of a hundred fights, and a hundred orders. 

It is no bad sign of the times, though better signs our suc- 
cessors may be called to discourse upon in the five-hundredth 
Number of this Review, that England has just begun seriously 
to concern herself about the condition of the men who fight her 
baftles abroad, and guard her property at home. Better soldiers 
it is scarcely necessary that they should be — for they have beaten 
nearly all the world ; but it would seem nothing so difficult to 
render them better men. Hitherto almost everything has been 
against them. They have been bad because they have not been 
expected to be better. The world has set a mark upon them, 
and they have not belied their credentials. It seems, up to the 
middle of the nineteenth century, to have been our pleasure to 
call them the most depraved of men, and our study to keep them 
so. As a privileged class of evil-doers they have been regarded, 
and it would seem as though society were unwilling to disturb a 
time-hallowed fact of such universal acceptation. There are 
traditions to which we cling with extraordinary tenacity, and the 
reprobate character of the soldier is one of them. To swear 
like a trooper” — to drink like a trooper” — to do every evil thing 
that is done under the sim ^Mike a trooper” — are legendary 
forms of speech which we do not very willingly dismiss into the 
limbo of woni-out superstitions. There are conventional notions 
of a soldier much cherished by the civilian, which work out their 
own realization. When men are not expected to be better, there 
is little chance of their ever becoming so. 

In no country in the world is the soldier so heartily despised 
as in England ; and in none is he more cordially admired. Men 
look down upon him with unbounded contempt; women look 
up to him with passionate adoration. He is ridiculed on the one 
side ; he is worshipped on the other. He is at once a lobster 
and a hero. He is insulted in the streets ; he is courted from 
the areas. The butcher’s boy shoulders his empty tray with a 
face full of impudence, and the cook-maid, as she retires with the 

} “oint, looks back at him with a face full of love. His red coat, 
lis erect carriage, his handsome person, the halo of braveiy which 
surrounds him, gladden the eyes, possess the imaginations, and 
fill the hearts of the gentler sex, whilst men think him a very 
poor creature indeed, because he may not put his hands in lus 

S ekets, stay out after night-fall, or get arunk at discretion. 

ley see that he is at the mercy of the drill-sergeant — that he 
has sold his liberty for a shilling a-day — that he is turned into a 
mere machine, without an opinion of his own, without even the 
ordinary privilege of a free and enlightened citizen to wear as 
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miicli dirt upon his person as he pleases. For all this they 
heartily despise him ; and because he is adored by the women, 
they, moreover, cordially detest him. Besides, he is mixed up in 
their minds with some undefined notions of taxation — and that is 
enough in itself to render him the most unpopular animal in the 
world. 

But how few there are in any condition of life who trouble 
themselves to look beneath the surface — to penetrate the outer 
shell of this strange thing we call a soldier — to associate with his 
name anytliing beyond visions of pipe-clay, ramrods, sponge- 
staffs, the lunge, and the rigid miseries of the goose-step.” 
And yet lie is an intelligent being, to a point a little above in- 
stinct ; and might be made a reasonable creature. We have 
tried hard heretofore not to emancipate him from the thraldom 
which sits so heavily upon his moral and intellectual being ; but 
a new light is now beginning to dawn upon the country. Some 
doubts have been entertained whether a soldier may not after all 
have a soul to be saved ; and to the credit of the last Parlia- 
ment be it recorded, that the condition of the soldier was in 
1847 elevated by both Houses into a topic of grave and earnest 
discussion. 

With most unfeigned satisfaction do we regard and with most 
unqualified commendation do we allude to these efl'orts to legis- 
late for the British army ; and we speak of tliem now with the 
assured conviction that every new Session will advance the 
cause of Military Reform, and jpve birth to new measures cal- 
culated to raise the character of the soldier. It is well that at the 
head of the measures, which have already received the assent of 
Parliament and the approbation of the country at large, should 
be one the object and tendency of which is to loosen tlie chains 
of military bondage — to render the soldier, by the limitation of 
his time of enforced service, less of a slave than under the old 
soul-subduing system of enlistment for life. The Bill introduced 
in March 1847, by the present able and benevolent Secretary at 
War, and generally described, somewhat va^ely, as the Army 
Service IMlj is a move in the right direction — an initial step 
essential to the success of all after-measures for the amelioration 
of the condition of the soldier. 

For — look at the manner in which the army is recruited. It 
is a voluntary” system, with nothing that is voluntary in it 
but the first precipitate plunge — the folly of an hour which is 
pregnant witn the repentance of years. Think what it is that 
nas con^ued so many men to a hopeless life of military servi- 
tude. Ihink of the efforts made to entrap the raw material of a 
soldier — the gilded bait which is cast before his eyes — the wiles 
which are employed to delude him of the little reason that he 
has — the craft that is put forth to catch and the violence which 
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is exercised to keep him. What can be more discouraging than 
his first initiation into militai*y life ? If thought be not sta^ant 
within him — if in the fiilness of his suffering all power of re- 
flection has not utterly died — he must soon become painfully 
conscious of the fiict that his new life is a cheat and an impos- 
ture. The time-honoured cou])let descriptive of the pleasure of 
being cheated has to his case no application. It is all misery 
from first to last — head-ache at the beginning, and heart-ache to 
the end. He has enlisted in heedlessness or in piejue. He has 

S uarrelled with his sweetheart or been dismissed by his employer. 

n a state of mind pecuHarl)" susceptible of such impressions, he 
has been dazzled by the gaudy ribands and the shining accou- 
trements of the recruiting-sergeant. Every strip of coloured 
sarsenet streaming from the cap of the seducer — every well- 
polished plate and buckle that glitters on his person — has a sepa- 
rate spell to lure the victim to destruction. The stirring notes 
of the drum and the fife seem to summon him to a career of 
glory. He is intoxicated before the treat begins — before the 
first glass, proffered by the tempter, has been tossed off in the 
tap-room or the drinking-booth — before the man of the gay 
ribands has begun his attractive survey of the arva heata divites 
0t insulas over which lies the path of the soldier. It has been all 
over with him, we say, long ago. The voice of reason — the 
voice of affection — the voice of conscience — they have all been 
drowned by the merry music of the recruiting party. The man 
of the ribands stands treat like a hero, and talks like a demi- 
god, It is “ far above singing” to Hodge. He is all a-gape with 
wonder and delight. Another glass, another story, and ne sees 
in the ascending clouds of tobacco-smoke great battles fought, 
great victories accomplished — a manhood of glory and an old 
age of honoured ease. He is prepared to believe anything that 
is told him : his credulity W'ould grasp even a Koman triumph, 
with himself for the hero of it, if Kibands were only to set him 
upon the track. But no need of that : he has taken the shilling 
without it ; he has sold himself to the recruiting-sergeant ; he 
has gone for a soldier and a hundred thousand of these gone 
creatures make the finest army in the world.” 

This is the ordinary receipt for making a soldier. There are 
variations, but not very important ones. One, however, seems 
to be worthy of especial consideration, as it affords a remarkable 
contrast to that which we have above described. There we have 
seen the case of the soldier made by the recruiting-sergeant — of 
the victim of gay ribands and strong drink — of &e simple one 
who swallows Uie bait in utter ignorance, to be terribly unde- 
ceived. Now we make the acquaintance of a very different per- 
sonage — a fellow who is not to be charmed by recruiting parties, 
charm they never so wisely ; who is more than a match W the 
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hero of the ribands ; who knows tricks worth a score of his. 
This is the man who has seen better days” — the iniined spend- 
thrift, whose last hope of raising the wind is gone ; who has ex- 
hausted the patience and perhaps the purses of his friends ; who 
has disgraced himself and his family ; and who now, with the 
prospect of starvation before him, hopeless beggary in the streets, 
or a residence in a prison, turns his thoughts to the army as a 
refuge for the destitute, and in a determined spirit of feknie^ee^ 
deliberately enlists. There is a jaunty, rakish, care-worn look 
about him. Outwardly and inwardly, to use his own language, 
he is desperately seedy.” He has nothing but youth in hid 
favour ; and drink and debauchery have pretty well cased him 
even of that recommendation, lie looks older than he is ; he 
has far less stamina than Hodge — but then he is a trifle less 
clumsy. He will get through his drill quicker than the bump- 
kin, if he choose ; but the chances are that he will not choose, 
lie knows that he has taken the last ]>lun^e, and has ceased to 
care about himself. He has long ago forfeited his self-respect, 
and he has never had any delusions about the glory of military 
life. He has enlisted, in all probability, for foreign service : ho 
is going to the East Indies. In the eyes of Hodge the army is 
the army ; he neither knows nor cares what particular section of 
it is doomed to absorb his life. Well-born knows better. Ho 
has an idea of his own on the subject. He chooses his own 
regiment, knowing its destination ; he is not beguiled by vagrant 
rioands at country fairs, but he goes deliberately to the d(»p6t 
of the regiment lie has selected, and settles the matter with all 
his faculties about him. His desire is to leave the country at the 
country'’s expense ; and he thinks, on the whole, that he would 
rather go as a soldier than as a convict. 

Here we have the two extremes of recruit manufacture — the 
first sample, it must be understood, belongs to a very largo, and 
the second to a very small class. There is an intermediate state 
which seems to unite something of the simplicity of Hodge with 
the intelligence of Well-bom, Between the countiy bumpkin 
and the ruined clerk or broken gentleman stands the artizan or 
mechanic. Of 1000 recruits it may be estimated that 628 are 
agricultural labourers and servants, 310 artizans and mechanics, 
43 clerks and shopmen, and the residue of 19, gentlemen’s sons, 
in various shapes — as medical students, lawyers, &c. This is the 
distribution guaranteed by Sir Howard Douglas, and wc are by 
no means inclined to question its accuracy. Neither are we 
inclined to question the tmth of the assertion put forth by the 
same authority — that the agricnltuml labourers make the best 
soldiers, and the gentlemen’s sons considerably the worst. We 
have known examples to tlie contraxy, but not sufficient to dis- 
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turb our belief in the soundness of Sir Howard Douglas’ estimate 
of the general character of gentlemen recruits. We admit that 
the army gains little by them — they are Her Majesty’s hard 
bargains. “ Wliat then ?” the opponents of the Limited En- 
listment Act answer — “ a proof of the absurdity of commending 
and supporting the bill, upon the plea of its drawing into the 
army a better class of recruits,” A schoolboy would be whipt for 
being so out in his logic. The well-born scamps of whom we 
speak do not constitute a better, but a worse class of recruits ; 
tliey belong, indeed, to the very worst. There is not a military 
reformer, in or out of Parliament, who would ever think of in- 
cluding in any “ better class ” the scum of the aristocracy. What 
we wish to attract to the ranks of the army, designating them as 
a better class, are better inombers of the same grades of society. 
We would fain see men, whether born in a hovel or in a man- 
sion, carry the best of themselves to the army ; we would fain 
see them enter our ranks, not with broken fortunes, beggars alike 
in character and in substance, but with the lustre of no failure 
and no disgrace upon them — in the flush of youthful hope, and 
the freshness of youthful innocence, looking to the profession of 
the soldier as one to elevate him above, not to sink him beneath 
his fellows, to provide him with a comfortable subsistence, to 
place him in a respectable position, and to call into action — not 
as now hopelessly to repress — all the best instincts of humanity. 
The army has been too long regarded as a vast social cess-pool 
or sewer, into which the oftscouriiigs of every class are carried 
by the force of adverse circumstances — a reservoir for every 
imaginable dcscrij)tion of human filth and human rubbish. One 
step better than cleath or transportation, men have turned to it, 
in the last gasp of failing fortune, rather than perish in a gutter, 
or end their days in the hulks ; and they have, ere now, after a 
trial, thinking themselves miserably mistaken, fallen back upon 
death or transportation after all. 

And that it has been so, we have abundance of evidence- 
evidence assuming almost every conceivable shape, to convince 
us. As a last resource, men have allowed themselves to be 
swept into the army, and have bitterly repented of the deed 
almost before it has been done. The very leavings of humanity 
though they be, they have tried, in the moniing-hour of reflection, 
to rise above that degradation. Society, in the emphatic lan- 
guage of scripture, has spewed them out ; but they have still 
recoiled from the thought of that uttermost humiliation. Wak- 
ing from their long drunken slumbers, great is the eflPort to free 
themselves from the toils of the betrayer — but it is too late ; the 
fatal shilling has been taken ; — there is nothing left but submis- 
sion or desertion. 
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Let us hear a voice or two from the ranks on this subject of 
enlistment ; — firstly, how these recruiting parties have been wont 
to set about their work : — 

“When on the recruiting service in those days, men were accus- 
tomed to make as gallant a show as they could, and accordingly we 
had both smartened ourselves up a trifle. The sergeant-major was 
quite a beau in his way ; he had a sling belt to his sword like a fleld- 
oflicer, a tremendous green feather in his cap, a flaring sash, his 
whistle and powder-flask displayed, an oflicer’s pelisse over one shoul- 
der, and a double allowance of ribbons in his cap ; whilst 1 myself 
was as smart as 1 dared appear, with my rifle slung at my shoulder, 
in this guise we made as much of ourselves as though we hud both 
been Generals, and as 1 said, created quite a sensation, the militia- 
men cheering ns we passed up and down, till they were called to 
order by their officers.” — Recollections of Rifleman Harris, 

This is the first step — a huge practical lie at starting. Thei’e 
must be all this false show of finery or nothing can be done. 
What follows is ouite in keeping with the initial cheatery ; there 
must be more fraud — ^.juggling and drugging; men must be 
turned into brutes and kept so, until they become outright sol- 
diers : — 

“ The appearance of our Rifle uniform, and a little of Sergeant 
Adams’ blarney, so took the fancies of the volunteers, that we got 
every one of them for the Rifle corps, and both officers into the bar- 
gain. We worked hard in this business ; I may say that for three 
days and nights we kept up the dance and the drunken riot. Every 
volunteer got ten guineas' bounty, which except the two kept back 
for necessaries, they spent in every sort of excess, till all was gone. 
Then came the reaction. The drooping spirits, the grief at parting 
with old comrades, sweethearts, and wives, for the uncertain fate of 
war. And then came on the jeers of the old soldier ; the laughter of 
Adams and myself, and comrades, and our attempts to give a fillip to 
their spirits, as we marched them off from the friends they were never 
to look upon again ; and as we termed it, ‘ aJmve them on to glory,* ” — 
Recollections of Rifleman Harris. 

And so soldiers are made. All this is significant enough ; but, 
perhaps, a single example of this style of recruit-making will 
make the matter still plainer : — 

“ We reached Rye the same night, and I recollect that 1 succeeded 
in getting the first recruit there, a strong able-bodied chimney-sweep, 
named John Lee. This fellow (whose appearance I was struck with 
as he sat in the tap-room of the ^ Red Lion ’ on that night, toother 
with a little boy as black and sooty as himself) offered to enlist the 
moment I entered the room, and I took him at his word, and imme- 
diately called for the sergeant-major for approval. < There’s nothing 
against my being a soldier,’ said ^e sweep, * but my black face ; I’m 



516 


Army Reform — Limited Ihlietment 

strong, active, and healthy, and able to lick the best man in this room.’ 
^ Hang your black face/ said the sergeant-major, ‘ the Rifles can't be 
too dark ; you’re a strong rascal, and if you mean it, we’ll take you 
to the doctor to-morrow, and make a Giniral of you the next day.' 
So we had the sweep that night into a large tub of water, scoured 
him outside, and filled him with punch inside, and made a Rifleman 
of him. The sergeant-major, however, on this night suspected from 
his countenance what afterwards turned out to be the case, that he 
was a slippery fellow, and might repent. So, after filling him drunk, 
he said to me — ‘ Harris, you have caught this bird, and you must keep 
him fast. You must both sleep to-night hand-cuffed together in the 
same bed, or he will escape us ;* which 1 actually did, and the next 
morning retraced my steps with him to II y the, to be passed by the 
doctor of our regiment .” — Recollectime of Rijlenuxn Harris, 

And so soldiers are kept. It seemed, in those days, a primd 
facie impossibility, that any man, having enlisted, or having 
been enlisted — for in these matters the passive is alw^ays more 
fitly to be used — in a state of stupefaction, whether from drink 
or from despair, should ever, on returning to the possession of 
even a moiety of his senses, desire to hold to Yiis bargain. Old sol- 
diers knew well the improbability of the thing ; and so they kept 
their prey fast w'ith hand-cuffs. 

There was good reason for this, apart from military aeal and 
loyalty to the Crown. A recruit lost was so much out of the 
pockets of the recruiting party. Private Somerville of the 
Scots Greys, in his Autobiography,” tells us the story of his 
enlistment. It is amusing and to the point ; it illustrates the 
advantages of prompt action in these matters, and may afford to 
the uninitiated on explanation of the phrase taking the shilling.” 
Somerville and a friend, being in very desperate circumstances, 
deliberately resolved to enlist into the Greys. 'I'hese young 
men were then in Edinburgh, and there also was a recruiting 
party from that attractive corps. The net was not thrown over 
them ; they deliberately entangled themselves in its meshes : — 

“ W. N. had seen the Greys in Dublin, and having a natural dis- 
position to be charmed with the picturesque, was charmed with them. 
He knew where in Edinburgh High Street to inquire for the corporal, 
and having inquired, we found him in lodgings, up a very great many 
pairs of stairs — ^I do not know how many — stretched in his military 
cloak on his bed. He said he was glad to see any body up stairs in 
his little place, now that the regimental order had come out against 
moustaebios ; for since ho had been ordered to shave his off, bis wife 
had sate moping at the fireside, refusing all consolation to herself 
and all peace to him. ha'e had a weary life of it,' he said plain- 
tively, * since the order came out to shave the upper lip. She grat 
there — I am sure she grat as if her heart would ha’e broken — ^when 
she saw me the first day witliout the moustaebios.’ Having listened 
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to this, and heard a confirmation of it from the lady herself, as also a 
hint that the corporal had been lying in bed half Uie day, when he 
should have been looking out for recruits, for each of whom he had a 
payment of 10s. We told him that we had come looking for him to 
offer ourselves as recruits. He looked at us a few moments, and said 
if we meant it he saw nothing about us to object to ; and as neither 
of us seemed to have any beard from which moustachios could grow, 
could only congratulate us on the order that had come out against 
them. * * ♦ We assured the corporal that wc were in earnest, and 
that we did mean to enlist, whereupon he began by putting the formal 
question — ‘ Are you free, able and willing to serve 11 is Majesty King 
William the Fourth?’ But there was a hitch; two shillings were 
requisite to enlist two recruits, and there was only one shilling. We 
proposed that he should enlist one of us with it, and that this one 
should lend it to him to enlist the other. But his wife would not 
have the enlistment done in that way. She said ‘ that would not bo 
law^ and a bonny thing it would be to do it without it being law.’ 
‘ Na, na,’ she continued, ‘ it maun be done as the law directs.* nio 
corporal made a movement as if he would take us out to some place 
where he could get another shilling ; but she thought it possible that 
another of the recruiting party might share the prize — take one of us 
or both — so she detained him, shut the door on us, locked it, took the 
key with her, and went in search of the requisite King's coin. Moan* 
while, as N. was impatient, 1 allowed him to take precedence of me, 
and have the ceremony performed with the shilling then present, 
On the return of the corporal's wife, who though younger than he in 
years, seemed to be ‘ an older soldier,’ I also became the King's 
man." 

We do not think that this matter of ^Haking the shilling^’ 
has ever been set forth so intelligibly, and certainly never more 
entertainingly, to the mental vision of the uninitiated. It is not, 
as some think, a mere metaphor; no, the shilling performs an 
important part in the ceremony, and once taken uiere is no re- 
treating. 

No retreating except by desertion : to retreat is then to desert. 
When such the manner of enlistpnent, who can wonder at tlie 
number of desertions ? In the debates last year upon the Limited 
Enlistment Act, it was stated that in three years 28,000 men 
had been committed to gaol, and 8000 men had deserted. D(y 
sertion follow^s, in most cases, as the result of after-rei>entaiice. 
In Home it is a piece of deliberate roguery. It is not always that 
the recruit is a raw one ; he has been known, in some instances, 
to be more than a match for the recruiting-sergeant — nay, for 
all the regimental authorities : — 

A private of the 70th regiment," writes Rifleman Harris, ** had 
deserted from that corps, and afterwanls enlisted into several other 
regiments — indeed I w*a8 told at the time (though I cannot answer 
for so great a number) that sixteen diflerent times he had received 
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the bounty and then stolen off. Being however caught at last, he 
was brought to trial at Portsmouth, and sentenced by general court- 
mai*tial to be shot.” 

And it was stated in the course of the debates last year in the 
House of Commons, by Captain Bollero, that he had known in- 
stances of men who had enlisted eight or nine times, received the 
bounty-money, and then deserted. The magistracy of Great 
Britain know well what the system is. Some instance of habitual 
fraud of this kind is probably familiar to every man who has sat 
for a few years on the bench. The bounty, as we shall presently 
show, which is actually received by the soldier, is now-a-days so 
small, that if the offence be committed upon system — if desertion 
be made a trade — it is necessary to conduct the business on a 
somewhat extensive scale. It will not answer merely to dabble 
in it. 

The fact is, that sometimes a clever fellow is found who is 
more than a match for the recruiting-sergeant. The man of 
feathers and ribands is caught in the net of his own eagerness. 
He overleaps himself, and finds that he is the betrayed and not 
the betrayer. Men ere now, we say, have driven a profitable 
trade as recruits ; have enlisted under various disguises ; and 
turned to good account the zealous cupidity of the great cor- 
morants, \^o would have made them their prey. There is 
often some clever acting in these cases, and many amusing 
stories might be told or the way in which the knavery of the 
barrack-room has been over-reached by the knavery of the 
world. 

The bounty-money, though only payable in part, and often 
being little better than an ^solute aelusion, is a great tempta- 
tion to the roguery of these cunning fellows, who are confident 
in their ability to over-reach the recruiting-sergeant. The 
balance of active cheatcry, however, is hugely on the side of the 
system. If the service be defrauded by one recruit, it amply 
revenges itself by defrauding a thousand. And this is a more 
fertile source of desertion than the other. Some run away to 
cheat ; others because they are cheated : — 

During my stay at Chatham," writes the author of the Cainp and 
Barrack-Roofriy desertion was of frequent occurrence, and 1 under- 
stood to a greater extent than had been previously the case. This 
evil had its origin in a complication of causes, the major one being 
the manner in which recruits were treated on their joining, when not 
only was the bounty given them absorbed by the purchase of neces- 
saries, but likewise the larger portion and in many instances the en- 
tire of the subsequent month's pay. Thus for two or perhaps three 
months, the recruit would only receive two, at the most threepence 
per diem ; and young lads having good appetites, this trifling sum 
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would be expended in procuring something, by way of an evening 
meal, their ration meals only embracing a breakfast and dinner. 
Having accordingly no money to spend in amusement, and imagining 
they must continue to be similarly situated whilst in the service, 
young soldiers become quickly disgusted with it ; and, when destitute 
of principle, desertion on the first opportunity followed almost as a 
matter of course.” 

This delusion of bounty-giving is, indeed, a crying evil. The 
soldier on joining the army, instead of finding himself as he is 
led to believe, with so much in pocket to spend after his hearths 
desires, is in the long run brought in, if he do not give “ leg 
bail” in good time, a debtor to his regiment. No one, writing 
from the ranks, in these times, fails to raise a complaint upon 
this subject. The staff-sergeant of the 13th Light Infantry speaks 
of it ; and the private of the Scots Greys exposes the grievance, 
in a minute account of his own commercial dealings with the 
authorities of his regiment : — 

‘'I received” he says, “nominally a bounty of £2, 128. fid., but 
only 10s. of it in cash ; the remainder went to help to furnish my 
outfit. A cavalry soldier requires two pair of over-alls in a year — 
and he is only allowed by Government one pair, lie is allow'ed fis. 
a-year for boots. All his shoes and repairs, and an extra pair of boots, 
probably every third year; every article which 1 have named, in- 
cluding the saddle-bags and corn-sack, must be paid for out of stop- 
pages from his pay, with the following exceptions : one pair of cloth 
over-alls, one stable jacket, and one dress coat annually ; 6s. a year 
for boots, and Ss. for gloves, and a new cloak every six years. 
Besides the sum of £2, 2s. fid., which was appropriated from the 
bounty, I was indebted to the regiment about £3, lUs. for this out- 
fit. All other recruits were the same. The rations costing from fid 
to 8d. per day, according to the contracts for provisions, and Id. per 
day for vegetables, were first paid for by stoppages. We got 2d. of 
daily pay, and all remaining went to pay off the debt. These stop- 
pages during the first years of a recruit's service, together with the 
endless drilling on foot^ and on horseback, and the hard stable- work, 
generally gave young men an unfavourable opinion of soldiering. 
But the beginning is not so disheartening now, since the period of 
enlistment is shortened. The recruit keeps up his spirits when he 
sees a limited time before him, at the end of which he will still be a 
young man, and may leave the service if he dislikes it, or remain if 
he does not choose to leave.” 

This is good testimony in favour of limited enlistment — but 
before we revert to it, a word or two more on this subject of 
Bounty. No doubt, it is a great delusion — a lie altogether — and 
if it be a fertile source of olTences against the service, it is only 
another illustration of the great Shaksperian truth, that of our 
pleasant vices are made instruments to scourge us. The whole 
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system indeed, is one of fraud ; and fraud begets fraud in all 
conditions of life.* As we sow, so must we reap. The evil is 
one admitted alike by the reformers and anti-reformers of the 
army — by men who supported the Limited Enlistment Act, and 
by men who opposed it. Sir Howard Douglas, who strenuously 
opposed at every stage Mr. Fox Maule’s Army Service Bill, 
took occasion whilst so doing to animadvert upon the present 
delusive bounty-system 

"The whole system of bounty," he said, on the 30th March 1847, 
" is a delusion on the soldier. Whatever bounty is promised should 
be a reality, and paid in money ; part on enlisting, and the rest on 
joining ; but by charging the bounty with the payment of tlie soldier’s 
kit, the recruit finds that instead of being in credit for the remainder 
of the bounty, he is usually in debt. This occasions great disappoint- 
ment, it is in fact deception, and is no doubt a fruitful cause of dis- 
content and desertion. In the French service the kit is provided for 
the soldiers. So in the service of the United States, where the soldier 
is better off than in ours ; the premium on enlistment is more liberal, 
the pay is about the same, but every article of personal equipment, 
besides clothing — namely shirts, flannels, stockings, socks, and shoes, 
are provided by the public ; and thus a great many British soldiers, 
deserters, are found in the ranks of the United States Army. He 
should not propose to continue the bounty at the present nominal rate, 
but give some real bounty, and provide the kit at the public expense." 

And so from the two extremes of the army, from the General 
as from the private, we receive the same strong testimony against 
the present delusive system. There can he no doubt about it. 
We require no stronger evidence of the evil of the present mode 
of enlistment, with its glittering promises of bounty and other 
blessings, than the simple fact tnat it is altogether a lie. 

And public opinion has at last begun to set in sti*ongly against 
a mode of enlistment begun in fraud, and often perpetuated by 
violence. We must ^t rid of this blot altogether; we must 
induce men to enter the army with their own free will, and with 
all their faculties about them. It has been long believed that this 
is impossible — that no man with his senses not more or less dis- 
turbed, would bind himself down for life to a service of which 


* Forty years ago. Sir John Doyle, vipeakina in Parliament of the deeertione 

which took place under the well-known ** Parish Bill,’* and the diminution ot this 
offhnoe under Mr. Wyndham’s Act, well observed — ** But, perhaps, it is not quite 
eorreet to set down as deserters those who received bounty uud^ the Parish BiU, 
and were never heard of more ; for such fellows never joined, or meant to join, 
any corps, and therefore oould not strictly be called deserters, but robbers ; and 1 
am not sore that it woidd be ouite iaeorreot to consider those as aoeomplioes who 
held out such temptations to them/’ No doubt thejr were aooomplioea ; and they 
are aoeomplioes now, though after a different fashion. During the war men got 
the bounty, and then deserted ; now, they often desert beoam they never get 
the bounty at all. 
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practically he knows nothing. And now, at least, we have l>e- 
thought ourselves seriously of obviating this necessity of lying 
by word and deed — of defrauding the embryo soldier, and then 
coercing him— of depriving him first of his faculties and then of 
his liberty ; we have at last bethought ourselves, we say, of the 
possibility of obviating all this, by abolishing the old system of 
life-enlistment ; and a bill has been introduced for the purpose 
of rendering the service ^^more palatable ” to the masses of the 

I >eople, and so obtaining voluntary recruits.” A system of 
imited enlistment has now been adopted. The infantrv soldier 
enlists for ten years ; the cavalry and artillery for twelve. At 
the expiration of that first period of service the soldier has the 
option of re-enlisting — if in the infantry for eleven years, and if 
in the cavalry for twelve. Should he not be inclined to ro-en- 
list, he may still enrol himself for a deferred pension, and obtain 
it after twenty-two years — every two years of such life on the 
retired list being equal to one on active service. This is the 
most material portion of the New Enlistment Act. In it is 
contained that without which all efforts to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of the soldier must prove futile. It is the first step towards 
the elevation of the military character. It is an attempt, and a 
noble one, to place the whole military system of the country 
upon a basis of liberty and reason, of truth and morality. The 
great edifice of the British army is no longer to be built of lies, 
and propped up with violence. Better days are dawning upon us. 

It has taken a long, a very long time, to force these prin- 
ciples upon the recognition of the representatives of the rwjofile. 
What was at last done in 1847 was vehemently contended for 
in 1805. There is very little which can now be said upon the 
subject which was not said in that ^ear by Colonel Crawford 
and Mr. Wyndham. Army reform is a plant of slow growth. 

Is it,” asked Colonel Crawford, in 1805, " fitting that with- 
out some plea of strong necessity, we should suffer that a man, 
because in a moment of thoughtlessness, caprice, or perhaps tem- 
porary distress, he enters into the army, should be deprived for 
life of the liberties and rights which tne people of this country 
enjoy, under that happy constitution whicn we prize as so great 
a blessing?” And lor years and years the country was con- 
tented to answer — It is fitting.” Nay, even now, there are able 
and influential members of the military profession, in Parlia- 
ment and out of Parliament, who cry aloud — It is fitting,^ 
and tell the military reformers of the present day, who would 
make a man, not a slave of the soldier, that they are nuning 
the army«” 

Now we have so great faith in die principle, that neither in- 
dividually nor natb^iy is there ever ruin in i^hteousness, that 
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we should ourselves be altogether satisfied with the fact, that the 
great cha^e of which we speak is a change which it is morally 
right to efrcct. But we are uot about to deal with the question 
after this fashion. There are conventional requirements which 
must be satisfied. Reason and experience are appealed to by 
the opponents of the measure, and they are not content that we 
should take our stand upon its simple morality. It was well 
said in the course of the debates of 1805, that though a gi*eat 
deal of authority had been brought forward against the project 
of limited enlistment, there had been little or no argument to 
shake it. And so in the debates of 1847. Authority was ap- 
pealed to by the opponents of the Act, but argument was sadly 
wanting, let, even in the matter of authority, it fell out that' 
where it was expected to be strongest, it unfortunately broke 
down. The opinion of the Duke of Wellington, which was to 
have been conclusive against the Bill introduced by Mr. Fox 
Maule, was given in its favour. The highest military authority 
of the age ” both spoke and voted in support of the measure. 
There was characteristic caution in the speech, but it was not 
the less effective ; and^ the Douglases and Londonderrys, who 
believed that they were echoing the sentiments of the great 
Duke, found that they were scouting the creed of their master. 

The Duke of Wellington hinted at a possible evil which might 
arise out of the measure. But what can human sagacity achieve 
with which some possible evil may not be associated ? lie spoke 
of the advantages of retaining old soldiers in the service. All 
parties, we presume, are agreed upon this point ; though some, 
may be, have shown too great an inclination to underrate the 
services of young soldiers. What they have done, history de- 
clares. Now the case in reality seems to be this : — Old soldiers 
are for the most part either very good or very bad. We have 
known excellent men, steady, well-conducted, w^ell-trained, hardy 
and gallant fellows, pass from boyhood to middle age, still 
stationary in the ranks. There have been educational barriers 
to their promotion. Not a word has been said against them in 
the character-book, except that they can neither read nor write. 
With these accomplishments to aid them they might have been 
sergeant-majors in time, or perhaps in stirring periods have 
even obtained commissions. But we have known other old sol- 
diers of a very different class. Debarred by repeated acts of 
misconduct from all projmect of promotion, they have become 
hardened and reckless. Tnere is no chance and tnere is no hope 
for them. Their whole life is one long calculation of the rela^ 
live sources of self-indulgence — a striking of the balance between 
so much pleasure and so much pain — the luxury of the military 
crime, and the wretchedness of the militaiy punishment. A 
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clay’s debauch may be purchased by a week’s solitary confine* 
ment. The debauch over, and the imprisonment over, they are 
no worse off than before. Perhaps, long experience has taught 
them something of cunning, and they escape punishment where 
younger hands would be sure to attract it. And so they go on, 
till non-commissioned officers are weary of I'eporting, aim com- 
missioned officers of registering and punishing their crimes. 
Though on active service, if not enfeebled by oissipation, as in 
all probability they are, they may march well aim fight well, 
with only some occasional excesses, in their own peculiar style, 
to consign them to the tender mercies of the provost-marshal, 
these men are not good soldiers. They arc the worst soldiers in 
time of peace, and in war far from the best. Now, to get rid of 
this las^ description of old soldiers, and to retain the first — to 
cast out those who set an evil example to the young, and to keep 
those whose conduct it is well to emulate, were surely not to 
weaken the efficiency of our regiments. It appears to us that 
the New Enlistment Act is calculated to produce these very i*e- 
sulis. On the expiration of the first term of service the good 
men arc likely to re-enlist, and the bad to take their dei)arturc* 
If w’c are not greatly mistaken, the real soldier will be anxious to 
renew the contract, whilst the man who has altogether mistaken 
his profession, will be eager to break the chains of what to him is , 
military bondage, and to rush into civil life* 

Nothing renders life in the ranks so endurable as good 
conduct. Habits of regularity once contracted soon cease to 
be irksome. Clock-work punctuality is a thing of no diffi- 
cult attainment, and once obtained, there is nothing in it 
to harass and distress. Cleanliness — the experiment iairly 

tried — is soon found to be a blessing ; and there is a luxury 
ill self-respect, which, once tasted, men are sure to cultivate. The 
present is not so unendurable to the good soldier ; and there is 
a fiituri|i[)eforehim to solace and encourage him when his snirits 
are tUpporarily depressed. The openi^ years of his militaiy 
life he knows to be the most trying. Every year improves his 
condition. The first term of enlistment is one of probation— of 
trial — of upw'ard-toiling— of hope-sustained endurance. That 
term of his military servitude embraces all that is most irksome 
in the soldier’s career. Then is it that he ia subjected to bard 
training— that he is at the mCTCT of others— that he is compelled 
to deny himself, to discipline himself, to mould himself to njy 
habits. The next term or enlistment is one of attainment. 
soldier reaps then what he has sown. The fiilfilment of his 
hopes appears to be near at hand. Therew'arda of hia service are 
within Ills reach. Not to re-^Iist is then to sacrifice, as it were, 
all the capital of time, labour, and suffering which he has iiH 
VOL. IX. NO. XVIII. 2 If 
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vested^ just as the investment is about to become profitable. 
Just at this turning-point of his career, the man of evil habits, 
who is always in difficulty, who has a damning array of offences 
scored down against him in the character-book, who has no pros- 
pect of promotion, and nothing seemingly before him but the 
same long line of extra-guards, weeks of solitary confinement, 
drams stopped and pay forfeited, with, perhaps, an occasional 
appearance under the hands of trumpeter or drummer, with 
troops drawn up in hollow square — will begin in all probability 
to tfiink that he has had enough of it. But the good-conduct 
man will not throw up his chances of an after-life of better things. 
He has got over the worst, and he will not let it go for nothing : 
it would be folly, indeed, to throw up the game just as the win- 
ning cards are put into his hands. 

But here it will suggest itself to all who have given any con- 
sideration to the subject, that we have been regarding the soldier 
as he was under the old life-enlistment system, and not as he 
wdll be under the operation of the new Army Service Bill. Here 
we have our Reserve in hand. They who talk about the refusal 
of our soldiers to re-enlist on the expiration of their first term of 
service, in most cases view the matter with eyes accustomed only 
to regard the condition of the soldier as it has been under a 
system which w^e are now beginning altogether to reform. The 
short-service soldier will, it is reasonable to expect, be a very 
different personage from the life-service soldier. It is only fair 
to calculate upon a groat and most beneficial change in the feel- 
ings and habits of the soldier — a change in itself sufficient to 
secure the re-cnlistment of a large proportion of the men who 
enter our ranks. Army-service under the new Act becomes 
altogether a different thing — the soldier, vre repeat, a different 
being : he is a free man, not a slave. He has not sold himself, 
body and soul, to the recruiting-sergeant. There is hope for him 
on this side of the grave. Despair does not render him reckless, 
and therefore he stumbles not at the very threshold. It is the 
bewildering effect of the reflection, that in a moment of drunken- 
ness or ciiprice, he has bound himself for life to a service which 
nmy prove abhorrent to him, that often at the very outset of 
bis career, has pluuged a ^outh into a slough of vice from wUch 
he has never extricated himself. 

In answering this one objection, indeed, we bring together in 
long array a large number m the more manifest advantages which 
recommend the new ^stem of enlistment. Whatever, under the 
old system, may have been the feelings With which mem on the 
expi^on of tlieir first ten years of service, have regards their 
prmession, we feel confidmt that so great a change will be 
wrought by the new Enlistment Act upon the morale of the army, 



A letter ckm of Recruits attracted* 525 

that we need entertain no fear of our raiments beiiie drained of 
their old soldiers. The groundwork of our faith we have in ))art 
declared. Something more remains to be said. One of the 
declared objects of this great measure of Militair Reform iS| to 
attract to our ranks a better class of recruits^ and tp obtain their 
services, for a time, without violence or fraud. Nothing short 
of the most deplorable prejudice could assert that limited enlist- 
ment is not likely to prove more attractive than life-enlistment 
— that the shorter the time of service contracted for, in the first 
instance, the more willing to enter the service our youths 01*0 
not likely to become. Our faith is large, that all the disgrace- 
ful tricks — all the cheatery and lying — all the drugging and 
stupifyiiig, which have been long resorted to, in times m war and 
of peace, to recruit the army, will disappear under the moi*e en- 
lightened system which has now happily been sanctioned ; and 
that wo shall soon see our regiments recruited by men who have 
deliberately entered the service, not in a state ot drunkenness — 
not in a state of desperation — not under the influence of anger 
or caprice, but advisedly, with the consent of parents and 
a|)probation of friends — calmly calculating the chances of future 
reward — hopefully regarding the service as one with which it is 
lionourablc to be connected, and steadfastly resolving to do their 
duty in such a manner as to do credit to their profession, and to 
retain their own self-respect. 

And this, indeed, is a great change ; for, to tell the truth, it 
has hithci*to been the case, that when a man has gone for a 
soldier,” his friends have regarded him as a gone man. The en- 
listment of a son or a brother is looked upon veiy much in the 
same light as his death or his transportation. Some, indeed^ 
think that it is not merely death and burial, but something even 
beyond that. Certain it is, that out of the army there prevails 
the worst possible opinion of what is going on within it. It is 
not, we are afraid it must be conceded, regarded by the lower 
orders as an honourable profession, or even as a respectable trade. 
There are few parents, among the industrious classy except 
when some great victories have raised the nation’s j^atitud^ and 
swelled the chorus of popular acclamation, who experience any 
feelings of exultation at the thought that they have children in 
the army. They, generally shake their heads and sigh, lodking 
upon the fact as a family misfortune. Now, it is hoped and ^ 
lieved that the new Enlistment Act wQ}, in this respect at feisty 
work out a great and important change in the feeling and habits 
of the peo]de ; the army will no longer be rogarded as the last 
resort of misfortmie and misconduct— as ihe refuge of mm 
hopelessly broken in fortune, or irredeemably sunken in vice, 
Barents wilt direct the thoughts of th^ children towards and 
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young men regard it as an honourable maintenance for them 
during the best years of their life, and a certain provision for 
declining age. I'hns it is that we shall draw into our ranks a 

better class” of recTuits. We do not, we repeat, want broken 
gentlemen, or ruined tradesmen — they make the worst soldiers 
— wo want well-conditioned members of the working-classes, 
looking upon their connexion with the army as a privilege not 
as a misfortune — as a source of pride and happiness, not of shame 
and regret. 

Entering the service under more hopeful and encouraging 
circumstances, there is a far better prospect of our recruits be- 
coming good and contented soldiers, and as good and contented 
soldiers, of their desiring at the expiration of their first period of 
enlistment, to renew their contract witli the Crown. Limited 
enlistment alone would bring about a better state of things, and 
without it no other improvements would be effective ; but it is 
not upon limited enlistment alone that our army reformers are 
now relying. The limitation of the period of service is the first 
step, and the most important one in the great march of military 
reform ; but, that taken, there is no thought of halting. The 
general condition of the soldier has recently attracted no ordi- 
nary amount of public attention. The evils which have so long 
existed in the army, which have so injuriously affected alike the 
physical and moral wellbeing of the soldier, which have de- 
pressed him so greatly in the social scale, and rendered his life 
one long term of utter discomfort, are not likely to be longer 
disregarcied. Some changes have already taken place ; and 
there is a growing inclination among thinking men, in Parlia- 
ment and out of Parliament, to address themselves earnestly 
to this great work of Military Keform — a work which it is no 
credit to the nation to see only just commenced. Tlie first ten 
years of the new Enlistment Act will not leave the soldier at their 
close what they found him at their commencement. 

We have already out-grown the belief that the soldier is a 
ruffian to the manner bom,” and tliat it is a hopeless thin^ to 
attempt to humanize him. In the great march of public opinion, 
the heresies of to-dapr become the truths of to-moiTow, and the 

new-fangled doctrines” which we scouted with contempt, are 
accepted as commonplaces of general recognition. There may 
still ue a few who think, or pretend to think, that too much care 
will spoil the soldier — that to make him a happier and better 
member of society would be to render him a worse member of 
the army. There always are men behind the age in which they 
live ; who tremble at the thought of every innovation, and think 
ruin, the only synonyme of reform. Such men have been long 
used to contemplate the soldier in a state of uttermost degrada* 
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tion, and in that state of degradation would tliey keep him. B&t 
tlic intelligence of the countiy is a long way in advance of these 
exploded notions of military servitude ; and the soldier is recog- 
nised as a man, with a human heart beneath his cross-belt, and 
a human brain beneath his forage-cap; a sentient, reasoning 
creature, with intellect and affections, a little blunted perhaps 
by the indurating circumstances which have hitherto surrounded 
him, but not so suppressed that the action of better influences 
may not again restore them to their natural activity. ‘ 

Our great mistake hitherto has been that we have not given 
sufficient thought to the soldier as he is — off parade. Wo liavo 
looked too much at the pipe-clay. We have been too easily 
satisfied with the consideration that his arms and accoutrements 
are well cleaned — that he is well set up, well drilled — that he 
stands stiff* as a statue, with eyes front, immovable as stone; 
tliat he never mistakes his right for his left;, is never out of line, 
never out of time, but alvrays regular as clock-work in his 
motions, and as steady as any machine. These are great things, 
wc acknowledge ; but there is — something else. The soldier is 
not always standing at attention” — is not always at tho 
shoulder” — is not always under the immediate eye of liis com- 
inanding-offioer. It is fitting that he should turn out for inspec- 
tion without a particle of fiuff on his coat or a stain upon his 
accoutrements ; but it would be well to think a little more of 
him, when he has turned in again — to remember that there is to 
the soldier a barrack-life as well as a parade-life, and bethink 
ourselves how w^e can render the former as conducive ns pos- 
sible to his physical comfort as well as to his moral health. 

To this end there is nothing of more importance than that ho 
should be well housed. The country is, by this time, j)i'etty well 
convinced that if there beoneoutward thing more than another cal- 
culated to advance the happiness and morality of the people, it is 
the erection of dwelling-houses in which they may obtain accom 
modation for themselves and families, without submitting to every 
possible discomfort, and exposing themselves and all who belong 
to them to every evil influence which can contagionize the system 
and corrupt the heart. This effort to create homes for the people 
is one of tne noblest movements of modem philanthropy. It is 
to the want of a home that we may attribute so mucli of the 
suffering and so much of the crime which are so d^tructivcly 
rife in ml the cities and towms of the empire. Provide the sol- 
dier, too, with a home, and see what wdll be the result. 

It may almost be said that there is but one crime in the aimy. 
It may put forth many different ramifications, but radically it is 
one and the same. Whether the branch be neglect of duty, in- 
subordination, violence, or dishonesty, still the root is drunkm* 
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mB8. Look at the character-book of every company in the ser- 
vice $ see the crimes which are remstercd there. — Under the 
influence of liquor'* on parade — drunk and disorderly in bar- 
racks*’ — drunk and abusing Sergeant Jones, or striking Cor- 
poral Smith here the oflence is directly recorded. Then how 
many more follow — disposing of his kit — being deficient of so 
many articles of regimental clothing, and so on, with drunken- 
ness either as cause or effect. What clean character-books there 
would be if it were not for the drink 1 But it is a thing to be 
wept not to be marvelled over — we pity the offender more than 
we revile him. It is his misfortune rather than his fault that lie 
falls a victim to a state of things which he cannot, let him do 
what he will, ameliorate or escape. 

It is the same in civil life — men who have no homes, no do- 
inestic comforts, no sources of quiet enjoyment, rush eagerly to 
the bottle. There are many reasons why, in military life, that 
great vortex should be still more attractive, still more perilous — 
why destruction should be more rapid and certain. Thousands 
are mined every year — mined as men, ruined as soldiers, by 
the absence of everything like comfort and quietude in barracks. 
The wTetchedness of barrack-life is not easily to be appreciated 
by men who have not tried it. To the well-disjiosed — the un- 
corrupted, it is absolute torment. From early gun-fire to even- 
ing tattoo it is one long series of annoyances and aggravations. 
Let him do what he will he cannot find peace. Privacy there 
18 none — tranquillity there is none. It is all exposure, all noise ; 
all misery, all demoralization. There is but one cure for all — 
but one stimulant in his depression, but one refuge in In's 
agony. He flies to the bottle ; be takes to dram-drinkiiig. Pie 

S ts what ho can from the canteen, and something more from 
ts authorized sources. Ilis pay is soon gone ; he borrows at 
large interest; his credit, like his cash, is quickly exhausted, 
and then he “ disposes of his kit.” Punished for that, and under 
heavy stoppages for the replacement of the missing ai'tieles, he 
pillages his comrades, or takes to the highway. Crime has be- 
come an excitement to him ; he braves all ; he cares for nothing. 
He begins to think that, when he made his choice between ex- 
istence in barracks and existence in a penal settlement, and de- 
cided in &vour of the former, he made the great mistake of his 
life. So he liecomes a candidate for transportation ; and, per- 
diance, he succeeds. Some, however, bent on thoughts of colo- 
nization, have recently miscalculated the chances ; and instead 
of oinigrating to Van JDieman’s Land, have been shot down like 
dc^. The recent hiatoiy of the European Army in India U 
pr^fuit wiUi examples of such terrible mistakes. 

.. it would be no such diflieult matter to elevate the moral eba* 



Militartf I^nuhmmU. 529 

racter of the soldier if we could keep him from yielding to the 
allurements of drink. But there is not much hope of this, so 
long as we cast him abroad upon the world; to seek his pleasure 
out of barracks. There is nothmg to keep him at home. In 

E oint of fact, there is no home to keep him. Evei^hing about 
im is public, exposed, uncomfortable. He may lounm about 
on his cot, half-asteep, and half-awake ; or ho may strml about 
the barrack-square ; or smoke a cheap cigar in its vicinity. But 
domestic enjoyment is utterly denied to mm. Be he married or 
single, it is all the same : he has no home in barracks. Hundreds 
are crowded together, w^ith as little regard to decency as to com- 
fort ; there is nothing in the worla to induce the soldier to 
spend his time off parade in quiet, rational pursuits ; he is not 
supposed to have the ordinary wants of humanity ; and yet with 
cveiything against him, with everything to demoralize, with 
everything to drive him to the bottle, he is expected to be in- 
finitely more steady and sober than men in eveiy other condi- 
lion of life. The feast unsteadiness of gait ; the least bewilder- 
ment of manner ; a flushing of the face, or a thickness of utter- 
ance — and the vigilance of the non-commissioned officer sets it 
down at once to trie influence of liquor. He is put through his 
facings ; and wo betide him if he boggles at tne left about 
three quarters.” It is right enough that we should endeavour to 
keep him from drinking, but there are better ways of doing it 
than by putting him through his facings, and then sending him 
to the guard. The “hangman’s grip” will, after all, iiovor 
“ keep uic wretch in order.’” It may sink him lower and lower 
ill the aWss of destruction ; it will never lend him a saving 
hand. Neither extra-guards, nor solitary cells, nor the cruel 
cat, will ever keep a man from drinking ; the more he is pun- 
ished, the more utterly he is stript of his scif-respect, and tlio 
less cogent therefore all inducements to seli-deiiial. The sense 
of shame is soon deadened within him, and tlien lus descent la 
rapid and sui*e. 

There is no more difficult question to determine with satis- 
faction to the inquirer than that of military punishments. Hu- 
manity writes page after page upon one siue ; expmence writes 
page after page on the otoer, and still the question is undecided. 
The new Enlistment Act, it is hoped, will render it one of easkc* 
solution. The profligate personnel of the army i» always as- 
serted in proof of the necessity of retaining the most severe and 
intimidating forms of punishment. “ Think,” it b said, “ of the 
ruffianly elements of the British Army — think of how the off- 
scourings of society are swept into our ranks; and then say 
whether can witn safety cease to hold (he lash in tsrrorm ova^ 
them” By drawinginto our regiments a ^^betterdaas of reendtt^ 
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we shall, in a great measure, remove this difficulty ; and if having 

S ined their services in the first instance without violence or 
Lud, we can retain them by good and humanizing treatment, 
we shall effectually abolish the use of the lash, without passing 
an Act for the purpose. 

This, indeed, appears to be the grand desideratum. It will 
satisfy both parties. The legal retention, and the practical abo- 
lition, of the lasli, would gratify the abstract humanity of the 
one, and the practical experience of the other. No one con- 
tends that there is anything desirable in the perpetuation of a 
brutal and degrading form of punishment ; and, perhajis, of all 
others, military men themselves — the very men who argue against 
the total abolition of corporal punishment — are those whose in- 
wanl souls most strongly revolt against the brutalizing system, 
and who most desire in their heart of hearts to see tlie discipline 
of the army maintained without a resort to it ; but experienco 
has taught them that there are men in every regiment whom it 
is wholly impossible to control without violence — men violent 
and brutal themselves to the lowest possible degree, lost to 
all sense of shame, stript of all the noble attributes of man- 
hood — scarcely in one respect above the brutes that perish, and 
in many far, far below them. Out of the army, even candid 
and unprejudiced people are wont to entertain most mistaken 
opinions of the feeling which obtains in the army respecting 
this great matter of corporal punishment. The necessity of its 
retention is a source of the deepest' regret to a large proportion 
of the officers of the army. Personalfy, it is to them pain and 
misery past counting. There is not in all Her Majesty’s do- 
minions, far and near, a class of men imbued with kindlier sym- 
pathies, with more humane tendencies, than the officers of tlie 
British army. It is, often and often, with throes of inward pain, 
which it would be hard for men not subjected to such trials, to 
estimate aright, that the members of Courts-martial, after much 
earnest thought — the verdict of ** guilty” pronounced — proceed, 
one by one, beginning with the voungest and most inexperienced 
of the militarv jud^, to pass that terrible sentence of so many 
lashes on the bare back. And when to this is superadded the 
greater trial of seeinj^ the punishment inflicted, as is the case 
wherever an officer sits in judgment unon a man of his own 
regiment, it will, if we only throw a little heart into our con- 
Bi&ration of tlie matter, appear to us plainly enough, that the 
member of that court-martial, if he be not altogether stone, 
must sufier acutely, as every stroke descends upon the bleeding 
back of the culprit. The spectacle of the infliction of corporal 
punishment in the army is one which words cannot easily cha- 
racterise — such mingled feelings does it inspire. It is solemn 
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and disgusting — terrible and humiliating. Tiie ofRcer clenches 
his teeth as one determined not to betray his feeling ; the soldier 
often clenches them, with mixed feelings of anger and determina- 
tion. Young men are sometimes wholly unable to bear it. ^Xe 
liave seen newly-recruited soldiers fall to the rear overcomo by 
the horrors of the spectacle. A punishment-parade has, itideed, 
rarely come off without seeing some of the spectators carried 
from the ranks fainting. It is not merely because the small 
])roportion of officers present renders such an occurrence among 
them nearly a hundredfold less probable ; but because education 
imparts habitual self-control, under such circumstances, to men 
of a higher class of society, that we have the means of recoitliiig, 
as the result of some experience, that ojieersy though sympa- 
thizing in every nerve and fibre of their h*ames with the agony 
endured by the culprit, seldom or never give way, but brace 
themselves up firmly to witness it all to the end. It is a fact, 
however extraordinary it may apjxjar to men who have given ]u» 
thought to the subject, that the members of aristocratic i‘ircJeK, 
who have been cradled in luxury, and whose youth lins 
been a time of self-indulgence, do, in the hour of trial, 
display a mastery over themselves, a power of self-endur- 
ance, a strength of will, and an amount of patience, such 
as we look in vain for among those classes which have been 
habituated to hardship from the very hour of their birth. The 
clubs and saloons of London have turned out^the most gallant 
and the most enduring officers that have ever faced an enemy 
in the field, or undergone toil and privation throughout a harass- 
ing campaign. But these men, wdiatever the amount of their 
self-control, do not feel less painfully the agony and humiliation 
which^ they inflict upon their fellow-man and brother-soldier, 
when, at the end of the proceedings of a Court-martial, they 
write down the sentence of the lash. Deejily do they dejdore 
the cruel necessity ; but they feel that, however inhuman the 
punishment, there may be worse inhumanity behind. Under the 
system of enlistment which had too long obtained — under the 
system of domestic military government which we are now only 
beginning to reform — it was felt that the lash, however bad in 
itself, was only a necessaiy auxiliary — an evil part, as it were, 
necessary to maintain the harmony of an evil whole. There 
was nothing, they knew, but downright brutality in the punish- 
ment itself ; nothing but what was most sickening and most de- 
grading. The formation of the hollow square — tlie stripping of 
me victim — the cording of his hands — the mustering of the tnim- 
peters or drummers — ^their peeling for the work~the fingering of 
the cat by the first executioner, preparing to deliver his twenty-five 
— ^the descent of the first stroke — the smwjDoantingof the whes 
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— the periodical “ stop” — the stepping in of the new man — and 
then, worst of alL the terrible laceration of the back of the vic- 
tim ; as^ lash following lash, swollen and discoloured from the 
shoulders down to the loins, the white flesh of the culprit be- 
comes one dreadful mass of purple jelly — it is a sight so sicken- 
ing, even in the retro^ect, that we would fain turn away from 
its contemplation.* lliere is nothing that can be advanced 
against corporal punishment of more force and cogency than the 
simple fact, that for the offences of one guilty man so many 
innocent are condemned to suffer. The length of these terrible 
punishment-parades has now been greatly diminished ; the legal 
number of lashes that can be inflicted by Courts-martial of any 
description has, indeed, been reduced to so low a figure that 
military judges are unwilling to inflict the punishment upon the 
grosser class of delinquents, (and upon none others ought it 
ever to be inflicted,) except as an addendum to another penalty. 
And it must, we fear, be recorded as a fact, that the limitation of 
corporal punishment lias forced our military tribunals, in some 


* Tho amount of suffering inflicted upon the culprit varies much with variety 
of constitutions and temperamonts. Some are unable to bear the infliction even 
of an hundred laslies ; the surgeon steps in before half the sentence is carried into 
effect. OUiers will bear scveml hundreds, without a cry or a ^roan, clenching 
between their teeth a piece of Indian rubier, or some more resisting substance, 
and quietly, when the punishment is over, putting on their shirts and jackets 
without assistance, and walking off to tlie hospital, whistling a tunc as they go. Pri- 
vate Sonieiwille, in his Autobiography,” has given us a minutely detailed account 
of the sufferings he endured under tlio lash, ^hen the first stroke descended, 
he says, ** 1 felt an astounding sensation between the shoulders, under my neck, 
which went to my toe-nails in one direction, niy finger-nails iii another, and stung 
me to the heax't as if a knife had gone through my body !” When tho second lash 
was delivered, be thought the mrmcr stroke was sweet and agreeable compared 
with that one and as the farrier proceeded, he “ felt his flesh quiver in every 
nerve, from the scalp of the head to the toe-nailB.” As tlie cruel work went on, 
he writes, witli a vivid recollection of tlie past agony, ** the pain in the lungs was 
more severe thou on my back. 1 felt as If I would burst in the internal parts of 
my body. « • • X detected myself once giving something like a groan, and to 
prevent its utterance again, I shut my tongue between^y teeth, held it tliere, and 
bit it almost in two pieces. What with the blood from roy tongue and my lips, 
which I had also bitten, and the blood from roy lungs, or some oUicr iiitemu part 
raptured by the writhing agony, I was almost choked and became black in the 
face.” After receiving au hund^ lashes, Somerville was taken down. The case, 
owing to circumstances with which the majority of our readers are probably fami- 
liar, created considerable sensation at the time. The more recent case of Private 
White, who was flogged at Hounslow, and who did not long survive the punish- 
ment, has also acquired comaderable notoriety from the melancholy circumstances 
hy whicli it was attended. But neither in the one case nor the other was the 
imnidiment inflicted comparatively severe. In the attendant circumstances of 
the first, there was much that it is impossible to speak of witliont unqualified eon- 
demm^tion ; but in the liurtt there was nothing to justify the virulence with which 
the army authorities wero assailed. It was an untoward event which niic^ have 
followed the infliction of any other description of punishment ; and the manner in 
which the whole ease was preiudacd, and the hiuuixy into its oiromnstances con- 
ducted, was anything hut creditahls to the nufalio nmetlooiries eoncemed, and tbd 
secUon of ffie fuhlio and the press which aoetted tltciu. 
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instances at least, to fall back upon capital punishment ; and the 
backs of our soldiers have been spared at the es^nse of their lives. 

If we could have abolished the penalty ot the lash, not by 
rendering it an illegal, but an uncalled-for punishment, how 
much more should wo have accomplished. Crime has not di- 
minished in the army. There has been nothing to cause its 
diminution. Hitherto eveiything has been against the soldier 
— everything has retarded his moral advancement. The best 
feelings of his nature have been crushed within him ; if he has 
been found evil, he has been kept so — if not, he has I^en mado 
so ; but we are now hoping for oetter things. We are thinking 
more of the comforts of the soldier ; we ai'e thinking whether wo 
cannot treat him better, and, in the first place, whether we can- 
not house him better. It is the absence, we have said, of all 
household comforts that drives the soldier to the bottle. It will 
never do, having drawn into the ranks a better class of recruits 
by the attractions of the Limited Enlistment Act, to disgust him 
at the very outset of his career — to show him how wretched a 
life is that upon which he has entered. Our barracks are stately 
buildings, viewed from a distance ; but how' wretched are they 
within ; how limited is their accommodation ; how total is the dis- 
regard of all decency, as of all comfort, manifest in their internal 
arrangements ? Sir De Lacy Evans did good service when he 
hrou^it this impoitant subject last year to tlie notice of Parlia- 
ment and tlie country — pointing out that in small barrack-rooms 
of 32 or 33 feet by 20 broad and 12 feet high, twenty men were 
often housed together, eating, drinking, sleeping tliere — doing 
everything but exercise ; then showing that these barrack-rooms 
were often the scenes of great immorality and indecency, there 
not being the smallest provision for married men, >vno with 
their wives were often obliged to sleep in tbe same room with 
nineteen other men !” “The women, indeed,” ho said, “were 
often confined in that room.” There may be less dirt, less putrid 
effluvia in these barrack-rooms than in those wretched tenemenis 
of Bethnal Green, and other places in the neighbourhood of mir 
large towns, which have attracted so much of the attention of 
Sanitaiy Commissioners and philanthropic individuals ; but the 
crowding together in the dwelling-houses of our soldiery is as 
wretched and demoralizing as in the worst purlieus of the most 
over-peopled city in the empire. Sir De Lacy Evans pointed 
out to the House that in many of our barrack-rooms there is only 
a space of nine Inches between the bottoms of the beds and the 
tables on which the soldiers dined. The space between these 
beds is often no more than five indies, but to allow more room 
for getting in and out, two of these narrow oofi are pushed closely 
together. And thus h wiing in these wretched fooms, the soldier 
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is compelled, if lie would stay at home at all, to spend his time off 

E arade. What sort of enjoyment has he ! The test friend, in all 
uman probability, which he can find there, is sleep ; but even 
that is aenied to tim. There are half-a-dozen men in the room 
talking together — boisterously you may be sure — ^blasphemously 
and indecently it is more than probable. Heading is out of the 
question. There is too much noise — too much practical joking 
going on. He is in an atmosphere of disquiet : he can do no- 
thing. Day follows day, and still the same weariness — still the 
same idle enorts to kill time. All his faculties run to waste — 
all his moral sensibilities are blunted : the vicious are there to 
tempt liim, and he is tempted ; he finds a home in the canteen 
or in worse places, and in spite of the best resolutions at starting, 
soon stumbles into the pit.* 

Mr. Fox Maule has dealt with this subject of Army Reform 
generally in a spirit of high-toned philantnropy ; but we cannot 
agree with him when he alleges as an objection to the extension of 
barrack-accommodation, that ^^if men were accustomed to all 
the conveniences and comforts of extensive barracks, they would 
not without discontent subject themselves to more contracted and 
narrow’er abodes when circumstances might render it necessary 
that they should do so.” We believe this to be the greatest 
possible mistake ; we believe, indeed, that the very reverse of 
the proposition here set down would be found, when tried, to re- 

I irescnt the fact. Nothing reconciles men so much to necessary 
lardships and privations, as the knowledge that they are not, 
and the assurance that they will not be, subjected to un-necessary 
hardships and privations. Only give men confidence in the de- 
sire of their superiors to inflict no unnecessary sufferings upon 
them, and they will bear cheerfully those sufferings which they 


* The same disregpd to the comfort of our soldiers as is shown in the matter of 
barrack-acconimodatioii, is exhibited in the manner in which we ship them on 
board our transports for foreign service. Let us take one example of many : — 
^ Tlie cold and discomfort of ship-board,” writes Captain Fane in the opening 
chapter of his * Five Years in India,’ ** seemed to please our men as little as their 
officers, and though on our first embarkation we had not lost a man, and all seemed 
cheerful at the thought of foreign service, yet, after the experience they had al- 
ready had, we found that many declined a second trial ; and though some were 
again brought back, still our muster-rolls at our second embarkation on the 4th 
January, wanted several of their usual complement, from desertion. Poor fellows ! 
one could not blame them, for notliing coula be worse than the arrangements made 
for their comfort and convenience by the Transport Board. Instead of tlieir deck 
being filled witli hammock^ which could be taken down during the day, and thus 
leave space for the free ciroulation ofidr, the place had been blocked up with what 
are termed berths or standing bed-places ; which made it far more diflicult to keep 

Uie plaee clean, and eontributed neither to the comfort iior oonvenienee its oc- 
cupauts.” This is a very under-charged picture of the misery to be encountered 
on board every crowded tranfiport-ship-^pectally in the tropics. 
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know to be inevitable. The recollection of past benefits is the 
best guarantee to them that their happiness is not disregarded. 
We can imagine nothing less calculated to maintain a contented 
spirit throughout the army, than a recognition of tlie principle 
laid down by the Secretary at War. It surely is not by keeping 
our soldiers in a state of habitual discomfort that wo can best 
preserve them from discontent. 

It was much more to the point — much more like Mr. Fox 
Muule, when he said that the fact of the matter was, that we are 
now arriving at a time when it was expected that the progress 
of improvement should not be stayed in any quarter ; and ad- 
mitted that “ considering the progress of civilisation, there was 
much fault to be found with the crowded manner in which the 
soldiers were kept in some of the barracks.” Yes, indeed, there 
is much fault to be found — there is every fault to bo found ; and 
mere financial considerations, conclusive as they often arc, can- 
not deter us from thinking that this matter of barrack-accommo- 
dation ought to engage the earnest and immediate attention of 
Government. The whole country is crying out for better dwell- 
ing-places for the labouring poor ; and shall the servants of the 
Crown, supposed to be under the immediate protection of Go\ crn'- 
ment, be left to herd together as wretcliedly and indecently a.s 
the most miserable paupers in our over-crowded towns ? Talk a.s 
we may about the cost of erecting barracks — and under the 
present system of Ordnance-erection the expense we know is 
grievous — there is no real economy in housing the soldier badly. 
Sir Dc Lacy Evans last year, in the course of the interesting 
debates on Army Reform to which we have several times al- 
luded, said, that he could assert, without the fear of contradic- 
tion, that the Government increased their pension-list more by 
their neglect of the health of the troops in barracks, than the 
expenditure necessary for their improvement would amount to 
and we believe that nothing was ever uttered with more truth. 

But we have the assurance of Government that the subject of 
barrack-accommodation, and esp^ially with reference to the ad- 
mitted wants of the married soldier, will be duly considered, and 
that all that can be done in the present financial condition of the 
country, will be done to increase the comforts, and improve the 
moral condition of the British soldier. Wo are aware of the 
difficulties which beset their path — we know what is the outcry 
for a diminution of military expenditure. The very men — men 
whose philanthropy we do not question, and whose sincerity m'o 
do not doubt — who talk most fluently alx)ut die blessings which 
may be bestowed upon the pwr, by erecting for them comfort* 
able homes — homes which will have the effect of keeping the 
parent from the becr*-8hop, and the child from the pavement-— 
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would grudge the public money spent upon the extension and 
improvement of barracks, as thougn the soldier were not a fellow- 
creature, beset by euual (and in truth, he is by far greater) 
temptations, and equally to be rescued from vice, by providing 
him with a comfortable home. Let us diminish our military 
expenditure if we can. It is a mistake to suppose that we can di- 
minish it in this way. It would be but a penny-wise and pound- 
foolish economy to deprive the soldier of the means of preserv- 
ing his health, and retaining his respectability. The world is, 
we hope, beginning to recognise truths such as these in civil 
matters, and it will not be long, we hope, before it duly applies 
them to the affairs of the army. We may spend something less 
on military prisons and military hospitals if we spend something 
more on military barracks. It costs something to make a sol- 
dier ; and having made him, the best thing wo can do is to keep 
him as long as we can. 

There is no doubt, however, that in spite of all the outcry 
against military expenditure, there never was a time at which a 
greater disposition to ameliorate the condition of the soldier ex- 
isted among ail classes of the inquiring and reflecting public. 
The finest army in the world has hitherto been no credit to us 
as a moral, whatever it may have been to us as a military na- 
tion. But the signs of the times are propitious. There are bet- 
ter days in store for the soldier. Whilst we are rescuing other 
classes from perdition, we shall not leave the soldier to jx^rish. 
Every year will see some addition to his physical comforts — to 
his means of moral improvement. I see no good reason,” said 
Mr. Fox Maule, why the canteen-room might not be converted 
into a reading-room, in which the soldier might profitably en- 
gage his leisure hours.” Only mvo him the means of profitably 
engaging his leisure hours, and see what he will become. It is 
because ne has not the means of profitably engaging his leism'e 
hours that ho is what he is — a reproach to a (Kristian Govern- 
ment. 

And, indeed, there would seem to be every prospect of a 
speedy amelioration in the character and habits of the British 
soldier. We have no fear of the Limited Enlistment Act drain- 
ing the army of its old soldiers. Before it can take effect we 
shall have drawn into our ranks men whom it will be worth our 
while to keep there, and who will find, as time advances, that 
their position in the army is worth keeping. The period we 
hope is not far distant when English solaiers will consider that 
no gmter punishment can be inmeted upon them than a silept 
dismissal fh>m the service. Sucb, indeed, is the feeling in tlni 
naUve army of the Bast India Company. The dismissal of a 
lasax from such a service as this,” said an old native l^ubabdar 
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to a British officer, distresses not only him, but all his relations 
ill the higher grades, who know how much of the comfort and 
liappincss of his familv depend upon his remaining and advan- 
cing in it ; and they all try to make their young friends behave 
as tlicy ought to do.” We cannot achieve all this in the British 
army, because, in a country where provisions are so highly- 
priced, we cannot pay the soldier as we can in India, so iiiucli 
in excess of liis neiiessary expenditure — we cannot supply him 
with the means of providing for a distant family. But much 
would be done if we could only teach him, and all connected with 
him, that it is an honour to serve the Crown — an honour to 
hear the name of a soldier, and that the more members of a 
familv are so connected with the State the more that family is 
cnnoDlcd. 

“ No man,” writes Colonel Sleeman — an olHccr of tlio Company’s 
army, whose successful exertions for the suppression ol* Thuggee have 
not yet been adequately rewarded, cun have a higher sense (than 
the native soldiers of the Company) of the duty tliey owe to the State 
iliat employs them, or whose salt they eat, nor can any men set less 
value upon life when the service of that State requires that it shall 
be risked or sacrificed. No persons arc brought up with more defer- 
ence for parents. In no family from which wc draw our recruits is 
a son, through infancy, boyhood, or youth, heard to utter a disrespect- 
ful word to his parents. Such a word from a son to his parents would 
shock the feelings of the whole community in which the family resides, 
and the offending member would be visited with their highest indig- 
nation. When the father dies the eldest sou takes liis ])lac<*, and 
receives the same marks of respect — the same entire confidence and 
deference as the father. If he be a soldier in a distant land, and can 
afford to do so, he resigns the service and returns home, to take his 
post at the head of the family. If he cannot afford to resign — if the 
family still want the aid of his regular monthly pay, he remains with 
his regiment, and denies himself many of the personal comforts ho 
has hitherto enjoyed, that he may increase his contribution to the 
general stock. * * The knowledge that any neglect of the 

duty they owe their distant families will be immediately visited Ity 
the odium of their native officers and brother soldiers, and uUiirmudv 
communicated to the heads of these families, acts as a salutary check 
upon tlieir conduct; and I believe that there is hardly a native regi- 
ment in the service in which the twenty drummers, who arc Christians, 
and have their families with the regiment, do not cause more trouble 
than the whole eight hundred Sepahees.” 

Such is the picture, drawn by a competent authority, of the 
morale of the native army in India. It is a truly voluntary sci^ 
vice. There is no fraud, no violence practised to recruit it. 
Men of good family and good character enter the ranks with 
pride, wiui pride do they remain there, with pride too they see 
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in old a{To their sons taking their place. They are but poor 
heathens, for the most part uneducated ; and yet our Christian 
England can boast nothing of the kind. 

The retired Indian soldier sits in the shade before his cottage 
door, speaks with gratitude of the Company Bahaudoor, boasts of 
his services, and inspires his sons with zeal to follow the same 
honourable career. lie is in his new state of being the most 
loyal of subjects. lie has been well-paid during the best years 
of his manhood, and in his old age he is well-pensioned. Inhere 
might be thousands and tens of thousands; but of such men the 
State would not be afraid. But we, in this Christian, loyal 
England, arc talking with alarm of the dangerous effects which 
might result from the intermixture of the military elements with 
the great mass of social life. Can we with safety, it is asked, so 
leaven the lump? That remains, indeed, to be sliown. The 
result will be good or evil, as we choose to make it. If by neglect 
and ill-treatment we turn the discharged soldier into a bandit, 
there will doubtless be danger in the dispersion over the country 
of so many bitter enemies of the State. But what lamentable 
ctinfession of weakness — we might almost write of wickedness — 
is there in this declaration of fear ! If we only do our duty to 
the soldier whilst in harness, he will, when released from his 
military bonds, be the best friend of the State — a willing, an able, 
ail active ally in times of popular commotion. It all depends 
upon the trcatment we give him. If we turn the soldier out of 
the army, at the expiration of the first ten years of service, dis- 
graced, branded, beaten — writhing under, a sense of injuries in- 
flicted upon him, mindful of a long series of petty humiliations 
and corroding discomforts, with nothing to be thankful for, with 
everything to resent, a manumitted slave, burning with an un- 
a])peasnl)le desire to revenge himself upon his late masters — 
we shall, doubtless, find in the hour of peril that the “ bloody in- 
structions” which he has derived from us will return to plague 
the inventor.’’ It would be only fitting retribution if such were 
to be the case. But the remedy, or rather the prevention is in 
our own hands. AVe have but to do simple justice to the soldier, 
and in the hour of trouble we shall find in our time-expired men 
the best safeguards of the empire. AVe can imagine nothing 
more serviceable in the hour ot threatened revolution than the 
loyalty of some thousands of time-expired soldiers, mixing, here 
and there with the civil elements of society, thankful for past 
benefits received, and hopeful of future advantages — the most 
cogent source of w’orldlv gratitude — under a system calculated 
to retain the loyalty and aftection of all who have rendered ser- 
vice to the State. And this would seem to be a matter of no 
such difficult achievement. The ]X)wcr is in our hands to retain 
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the life-loyalty of the soldier, if we would only exercise it in % 
thoughtful and sympathizing spirit. 

It was stated last year, by Mr. Sidney Herbert, in the House 
of Commons, that there are in our police foi^ces no men so steady 
and well-conducted as those who have served in the army. And 
it will at once suggest itself to every mind that there could be no 
better means of securing the life-long affections of those who have 
once worn her Majesty’s uniform than an extension of the system 
of civil employment. The subject has engageti the attention of 
army-reformers, and there are gi*ounds to hope that the Select 
Committee on the Army, Navy, and Ordnance estimates, before 
closing its labours, will take the matter into its consideration. 
Sir. H. Verney, in the month of March, made a motion in the 
Houses of Commons, to the effect that it be an instruction to 
the Select Committee on the Army, Navy, and Ordnance estU 
mates, to consider whether the character of the army and navy 
might not be elevated by the more frequent employment of dis- 
charged soldiers and sailors, who are duly (jualiiied, in subordinate 
offices of various ]>ublic departments — for instance, in the customs 
and excise offices, under the Admiralty and the Horse-guards, 
dock-yards, victualling-yards, arsenals, &c., so that additional 
prospect of reward for meritorious conduct nnVIit he held out to 
soldiers and sailors, and that during their emjdoymont a jxirtion 
of their pensions might be saved to the country.” The motion 
was subsequently withdrawn ; but the matter is one which, in 
connexion both with the good conduct of the soldier whilst in 
the ranks, and his loyalty on retirement, is worthy of the deepest 
attention of all who are interested in the elevation of the military 
profession. 

The two objections which have been urged most strenuously 
against the Limited Enlistment Act are, that it will drain the 
army of its most experienced soldiers, and that it will fill with 
dangerous subjects the ranks of civil life. We have endeavoured 
to snow that, if attended with those other reforms, the necessity 
of which is so generally acknowledged, and to the prosecution of 
which many able and influential men are devoting their best 
energies, the result will be the veiy reverse of that anticipated 
by the op^nents of the measure. Let us suppose the character 
of the soldier to be unchanged at the end of the next ten years ; 
let us suppose the new Act to have drawn into the i*anks no 
better class” of men ; let us suppoi^ that the cause of milititfy 
rdbrm makes no progress ; that nothing is done to ameliorate ule 
condition of the sokuer ; to elevate his ebaraetar, to enhance his 
comforts, and to excite his gratitude; let us suppose that the 
next ten years are years of utter inactivity,* leaving the am^ at 
the end in the same state in which they found it at the'beginiimg ; 
VOL. ix« NO. xvm. in 
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and nothing seems more probable than that our old soldiers will 
avail themselves of the new Act to convert themselves into bad 
citizens. Hut we anticipate no such stagnation in the tide of 
human aflTaii’s. The country is now more than ever sensible of 
its duties to tlie men who fight our battles in war^ and protect 
our property in peace. Military reform does not necessarily in- 
volve increased military expenditure — nay, the most important 
changes are those which will be attended with a considerable 
financial saving to the State. It is the best economy to take 
good care of tlie soldier. The better we treat hiip the more 
money we shall save. The country will readily recognise this 
truth ; and everv year will take deeper and deeper interest in 
the condition of tlie soldier. There is no chance of Army Reform 
halting on its present ground — it is even now at the quick-march, 
the quick wdll soon become a double ; and they who now anti- 
cipate all manner of perilous consequences — the veterans of the 
old school, who love not new^-fangled changes” — will, at the 
end of ten ye^-rs, which Heaven grant they may live to see, 
gratefully acknowledge that right in jn’inciple, so also safe in 
practice, is this system of Limited Enlistment. 
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Akt, X. — 1. Reminucences of Daniel dConnelL By a Mun- 
ster Farmer. London. 

2. Tlie Nation. Dublin, 1848. 

3. llie Irish Felon. Dublin, 1848. 

4. A Letter from one of the Special Constables in London on the 
late occasion of their being called out to keep the Peace. Ijoii- 
don, 1848. 

5. Life and Times of Aodh (INeil. By JoiiN MrrciiEL. 
Dublin, 1845. 

In no country on the face of the earth liarl the progress of im- 
])rovement been more distinctly marked than in lrclan<! for the 
last fifty years. In all that constitutes material wealth — in all 
that can be exprosse<l in the language of the Politic‘aI K<tonoinist, 
the increase was such as no nation had ever before exhibited. In 
liabits, in feelings, in good conduct, general society had advanced 
beyond what the most sanguine could have hoped. Its higher 
ranks were not, perha[)S, superior in acc*om[dishments to the 
Chademonts and Dalys of the last century, but it is some evi- 
dence of the progressive civilisation of the gener^ body of society, 
that in our time, no man, of whatever class, has stood out in the 
distinct j>ronnnence of the Heroes of the Irish Parliament, 'rbe 
men who in our day have appeared in Ireland, have been, one 
and all, of smaller size — of mere human dimensions. Great 
men, no doubt, though magnified somewhat beyond their pmper 
gi’eatness, were these sons of Irish earth — sons, t(K>, of the Saxon 
of the third or fourtli generation — 

“ Giant sons 

Of the embrace of angels.” 

— ^for, wliatever be the destinies of Ireland, no sophistry can alter 
or evade the fact, that no distinct claim can be mailefor any [xirtion 
of the populatian on the score of an original tiiflleronce of race, 
or, if a distinction be insisted on, theie can be no doubt that 
through almost the entiie island the blood of the British settlers 
predominates. In Grattan’s glowing panegyric* they still live — 
these men of 1782 — the lights of what was called the Irish Par- 
liament — Malone, Peiy, Brownlow, Osborne, Fkiod, Burgh, 
Daly, Forbes. I attribute,” says (? rattan, " Uf this constella- 
tion of great men, in a great measure, the privileges of yonr 


^ GiwttoD** " Answer to Lord Clare,’’ Pal) Un, 1 ROO. Tho pMNim to vp 
particularly refer nmy also be found in Cnrmn’s Life of Curtim,*’ vol. i. 




542 


State Trials in Ireland, 


country, and I attribute such a generation of men to the resi- 
dence of your Parliament.” We feel no surprise that the ima- 
ginations of young and ardent men should seek to create again 
the glorious phantom of a nation. The scenes of 1843 in Ireland 
were, in their way, very remarkable. O’Connell, as if stung by 
insanity, went from place to place, congregating thousands and 
tens of thousands to listen to declamations so vague that one 
solitary sentence of all that he then uttered, thou^i printed in 
every news})aper in the empire, and though commented upon by 
the Crown lawyers — a class of critics who are not likely to allow 
any one word of the text which they undertake to illustrate to be 
robbed of any part of its force — has not fixed itself in tj^e public 
mind. Yet this very vagueness rendered it more likely to blend 
with whatever hopes and aspirations, indefinite and unlimited, 
were antecedently indulged by his hearers, llie spring, and 
summer, and autumn of that year were a time of unusual beauty. 
It is scarce possible to believe that O’Connell was both serious and 
sane — either he might have been — consistently with his conduct 
during that strange year ; the wonderful old man had at all 
times great elasticity of spirits, and the thousands round him 
and Tom Steele at his side kept him in good humour with^him- 
self. He almost felt amused at his power over those assemblages. 
At a public dinner, after the first of the meetings, he said — 
when I think of the multitudes by whom I have been sur- 
rounded to-day, and the bright eyes that looked on me, the 
elasticity of spirits that was there — when I beheld on one side 
those smiles and female loveliness, and on the other those rever- 
end gentlemen bringing benedictions, I will ask the men of 
Meath — will they be slaves?” On another of those occasions a 
French gentleman asked O’Connell how was it that such multi- 
tudes preserved such perfect order? “It would,” replied he, 
with a complacent and half-supercilious smile, “ be impossible in 
any other part of the inhabited globe but, you know, the Irish 
are the politest of all people.” Nothing could be more perfect 
than O’Connell’s exuberant cheerfulness, through this almost 
royal progress from place to place — waging the war of words with 
the Firbolg, and the Dane, and the Saxon. The Government 
at first looked on at these strange demonstrations, doing little 
more than from time to time corresponding with Justices of the 
peace — who from love or fear attended the meetings — in official 
letters, which for the most part avoided any distinct expression of 
opinion on the moot point — of whether such meetings were in 
themselves violations of the law — admitting that the expression of 
opinion, on either side of the qo^tion, by a magistrate, could not 
be regarded as an ofience, but insisting that, whether assemblages 
so large as to reasonable apprenensions for the public peace 
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were legal or not, no Government opposing Repeal could allow 

E ersons to remain in the commission (»f the peace who went to 
tepeal meetings, and on these grounds dismissing, or being dis- 
missed by the magistrates — for Uiese gentlemen seemed many of 
them impatient for the martyr’s crown. Winter came, and with 
winter the State prosecutions of O’Connell and others for a con- 
spiracy of which It is scarce possible to exaggerate the guilt, if it 
be measured by the amount of injury done to the country. Our 
estimate of crime ought however in no case to be determined 
exclusively by our opinion of the consequences of the act which 
we call criminal ; and in the Irish agitation the steps by which 
what at first seems to have been idle bravado, became changed into 
what cafinot be well called by any other name than treason, were 
so gradual, that the agitators have a strong right to the benefit of 
the principle. In disturbing the peace of the country, they ren- 
dered it impossible that any one honest course of exertion sliould 
have any reasonable chance of reward. The country was poor, 
aivl for any development of its resources there was the absolute 
necessity of capital. The condition of conducting any trade, whiidi 
in the slightest degree depended on dealings wdth the great bulk 
of the population, was entire subservience to the despotism of a 
few men calling themselves by some fantastic designation or other 
— Liberators, Pacificators, Re|)eal Wardens, Couirnittei^s, Con- 
ciliation Halls, Confederates. To these persons a consiilerable 
portion of the profits of every retail trader, through great parts of 
the kingdom, was sent, and a worse consequence was this— that 
every man led or forced to subscribe, regarded himself as a partner 
in the concern, which w^as w’orked with untiring industry. Tlioy 
were plundered and the country was injured, but a promise was 
for ever held before them of advantages to be ultimately realized. 

It is hard to conjecture how far O’Connell w'as in earnest in liis 
repeal agitation. Our own impression is. that his contradictions 
were those of a man yielding to the impulse of the moment — 
at all times sincere — ever to be reckoned on. He was fond of 
saying, and he succeeded in i^rsuading himself that agitation was 
in no case mischievous. “ There are,” he said, grievances, or 
there are not ; if there be, agitation for their redress is desirable — 
if there be not, agitation willbe harmless, for it will be inefiectuaL” 
He sometimes in addition to this claimed for it the merit of pot- 
ting down secret conspiracy. The fallacy of all tliis is too tntns- 
parent to deceive any but those who are the victims of a willing 
delusion. The pm^tual war of words in which he engaged hts 
countrymen, rendered an£ thifig like cHm reflection impossible. 
It kept men of fevei*ed ana restless spirits foe ever before the 
public eye, and almost tempted evmy man into die ranks of party, 
^ever was there a man whose own proper usefulness was so 
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impeded as that of O'Connell himself, by the public life he led. 
It IS [)rubable that no niun of his time had the same acquaint- 
ance with the influencing motives by which Irish society was 
governed as O’Connell. Of all its secret sprhigs he was inti- 
mately cognizant. Tlie external history of Ireland he knew as 
well as any man, but— what is of more moment than anything 
that could be learned from Carte or Borlase — he knew the peo- 
ple themselves. There is, perhaps, no man living — certainly 
none except Lord Monteagle and Lord Stanley — whose know- 
ledge of all thiit relates to Ireland at all ecpialled or approached 
his. O’Conneirs was, from professional and other opportunities, 
a knowledge of their very inmost feelings and sissociations of 
thought, wliich not only gave him an almost magical poVer over 
what seemed the one mind of multitudes of men, but what is of 
a thousand time^ more moment, led him right with almost the 
certainty of instinct, in his appreciation of any pro})osed measure 
of legislation foi* Ireland, lie thought not alone of the abstract 
law, but of the genius of the people for whom it was intended, and 
w'hen he could throw off the advocate, as he did remarkably in all 
his examinations before Parliamentary Committees, and very often 
in his speeches on Irish subjects in the House of Commons, there 
was no mail by whom more valuable instruction was given ; nor 
do wo know of any incident more unfortunate for the empire 
than his factious abandonment of his proper jiosition as a mem- 
ber of the legislature, when, misled by the glittering phantom of 
Repeal, he retired to Ids Dublin senate, and ceased to go to the 
House of Commons. Had O’Connell trusted to himself alone, 
and to the natural power of good sense, combined with a perfect 
knowledge of the subjects which he miglit have been expected 
to discuss, he would have accomplished almost infinite good ; 
for there never w'as a body of men in the world more anxious to 
learn, if possible, the actual truth, and to legislate on a perfect 
knowledge of facts than the British legislature in our day has 
been. 

When Emancipation had been once carried, it seems to us 
plain that all rational ground for agitation had ceased, and 
that the effort to create two laws of opinion — two irreconcilable 
societies in the same kingdom — was the most mischievous and 
foolish task in which man was ever engaged. O’Connell’s 
avowed principle of, under the pretence of agitating hr the 
red^ss of some supposed grievance, gaining, not the object 
which he affected to seek, but some Other, makes us think 
that he was imt in earnest in die |to|8eai agitation ; but, as 
we Iwfare intimated, we do not think 4t possible to discovm; 
in his conduct any principle adequate to solve the problem 
which it so^siests. He did not speak of die separation of Ireland 
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from England — ^we believe he did not contemplate it ; but it was 
undoubtedly contemplated by the younger men with whom he 
acted in wliat was called the Repeal year. The ^lublic mind is so 
familiar with the thought of O’Connell as leader m all the popular 
movements in Irelami, for the period during wliich his name ocn 
cnrs so often, that it may startle some of our rc^adcrs to be told that 
he but followed in the train of others in tliat formidable agita- 
tion. O'Connell in the agitation of 1843 was, at first, we think, 
but imitating and acting the feelings and passions of other men. 
He was roused reluctantly and with difficulty into a public dis- 
cussion of the (juostioii of Repeal which Professor liutt challenged. 
It had become with him but aw'ord; with younger minds it was a 
thought, an animating principle ; or rather, with them the feel- 
ing of country — a feeling which the mind seeks to express and 
embody in a name, and thus give an outward life to all its holies, 
and dreams, and wislies, all that it loves, all that it remembers, 
all that it can imagine ; that feeling which no man, civilized or 
savage, is, or can be, without — sought for a corresponding object- 
To the Italian, Italy^ though surely tliere never was anything 
that in the jKilitical world corresponded with the conception 
indicated by the name, has been at all times a spell-word of 
hope — to the mind it is a unity. And so of Ireland, There is no 
period whatever of its history on which the mind can for a mo- 
ment repose — but in the words of Schiller and Coleridge, *‘tho 
lujart needs a language;’^ the unsatisfied instinct of cuuntiy 
deiiiaiuls an object, and what it does not find it seeks to create. 
As in the case of all the passions and feelings of a being, whose 
life liere is an education for another life, there is not unci (;uiinot 
be any outward image that in any respect approaches the idea that 
seeks n^alization. In the most happily circumstanced country, 
tlie more intense tlie feeling of patriotism in the heart of the 
most ardent Jover of his country, the in<ire will he endeavour 
tliat his country shall be worthy of his liA'e ; but the instinct 
itself is one that never receives — and because man is otl hn- 
mortal being destined for inoix; tlian earth— never can receive 
full gratification. Still that it should be suficred to d|e away 
as a field-flower which is never to bear fruit, that it should be 
rooted out as a vicious wee<l--«-which would seem to be always 
the iHxlicy of the mere selfish statesman — aiises, we dunk, from a 
total misconception of the nature of Man. Tlie union of Eng- 
land with the other constituent parts of the British Enipii^ was 
later and less peifectt in consequence of the foolish policy of 
destroying the records and warring w ith the language, as in the 
case i*>f Wales, of the countries successively annexed to the 
larger division. There was no reason Wrliy Wales should not 
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have preserved its history, as York, or Westminster, or North- 
umberlaii J, or as traditions or records of families are preserved. 
To seek to destroy such records or traditions, so far from effecting 
its purpose, is almost certain to give them greater distinctness and 
a more enduring life. The man who is murdered is likely to be 
remembered longer than he who is suffered to pass away in the 
natural course of human mortality. If there be no violent inter- 
ruption, such as this false statesmanship introduces, the love of 
country, beginning as in all cases with the thought of home and 
kindred, finds an enlarged sphere. The original conception is 
not destroyed, but is included in a more comprehensive notion ; 
and it is a fortunate circumstance when the imagination aids this 
process of the mind by a common name. Could, for instance, 
the British Islands be called by some common name, we think 
their thorough incorporation would be essentially aided. The 
thought of their component parts, and the fact of their having 
been united by other than natural ties, would not be presented 
to the mind except when it served some necessary purpose, and 
the feeling of country would become gradually connected with 
the common name. We dwell on this because we have no doubt 
that in the generous feeling of country, in a feeling that ex- 
presses strong and unselfish sympathy, with all that we can 
conceive of truest and noblest and best, Faction has its firmest 
hold on the heart; because w^e are convinced, that it will 
never do to seek to root out original instincts of our nature, or 
affections and hopes, which are so inwoven with our nature from 
the earliest period at which it can be subjected to our observa- 
tion as not to be distinguishable from instincts, and that in 
the abortive effort to eradicate them, and substitute mere shrewd- 
ness and subtlety and notions of self-interest, a vast amount of 
uncalculated evil is done. Our theory would not destroy or 
neutralize or lessen the feeling. It would not substitute one 
country for another. It would not displace a single affection. It 
would no doubt be inconsistent with the notion of any one of the 
constituent parts of the empire becoming a separate kingdom, 
but it would not be inconsistent with any state of facts that has 
ever had actual existence ; for though you have the names of 
separate kingdoms, have you ever had the fact in any sense in 
wmich any living being would wish it rectalled? We should 
wish the thought carried into legislation, and instead of Ireland 
being treated as a separate int^ral in our Acts of Parliament, 
we should wish that where distinct legislation was necessary, its 
smaller divisions were mentioned, so that the thonght of it as 
one nndividied kingdom, should as little as possible be assumed 
in the fonns of language* This may seem fanciful, but the more 
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il is dwelt on the more will its importance appear. However, 
for a long while the balance of convenience must regulate such 
matters, and may be against our view. 

We have said that O’Connell, in the year 1843, was but 
acting under the inspiration of other niinds. We have said, or 
our language has implied, that we think the agitation in which 
he was wliirled along was formidable and mischievous in the ex* 
treme ; but we have also expressed our strong opinion that it 
originated in no ungenerous or unworthy purposes. What 
Goldsmith has called the “ patriot passion,” was in truth occu- 
jned in creating an object to itself. W ith young men whose school 
studies have been just completed, and who have been educating 
themselves in debating clubs, the first form in which they begin 
to think of politics, shapes itself into a republic. They are in 
truth re-acting w»hat they have read in the classics. The esta- 
blished constitutions of society are compared with their dream 
of a perfect government. None of them are found to dove-tail 
with It, and they are straightway regarded as an usurpation. Tlie 
business of life in the happier parts of the empire soon engages 
and occupies the attention, an^ the dream is at an end., In 
Ireland the case is dift’erent. The class of young men, of whom 
we speak, or gi'eat numbers of them, propose to themselves the 
bar as a profession, and laborious as the preparation, to insure 
any fair chance of sucems, would be, coula the barrister reckon 
on any early employment, yet such are the numbers called, and 
so many are the accidents that advance the fortunes of those who 
can in any way keep themselves before the eyes of the public, 
that a sort of attention is given to public affairs, by a number 
of half-educated men, who would seem to have no business of 
their own to attend to. We prefer stating in other language 
than our own the fact of O’Connell having been influenced by 
this class of young men in his later career. 

O’Connell saw that he had to deal with a new generation. They 
were a petulant and conceited race; but among the young men who 
gathered round him there was one young roan of decided talent and 
unswerving integrity — Thomas Davis — with whom nationality was a 
passion and a principle, the object of enthusiasm and the result of con- 
viction. Such an ally was invaluable to the sincere, but most perilous 
to one who only used agitation as a means to selflsh ends.” 
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could rouse and still the tempest, bat it seems plain that all his 
movements, whether consciously or unconsciously, were subject to 
the will of others. Even before the state trials, in his own i>OM- 
mxiEL, where he once gave laws, where no voice had been |)er- 
mitted till then to disj)ute his sovereign authority, younger men 
bearded and defied him. By the result of the trials the charm 
WHS broken which had seemed to protect his person inviolate, 
and his power over his countrymen in a great measure ceased 
when he had been once rendered amenable to the law. His 
boast that he had never touched the mysterious line that sepa- 
rates law from lawlessness, in the course of a life that seeinecl to 
be exclusively occujned in learning and teaching the art of driv- 
ing coaches-and-six through Acts of Parliament, was one wdiich 
he could no longer make with the same exultation as in the days 
-of old. The captivity, as in ludicrous earnest the imprisonment 
of CVConnell was called in the documents of the public bodies 
with which ho was connected, seems to have crushed his spirit. 
But between the giving in of the verdict and before his imprison- 
ment he had one hour of glorious triumph : — 

“ Before O'Connell could be called up for judgment be paid a brief 
visit to England, and attended one of the meetings of the Anti-corn- 
law League in Covent-Garden Theatre. He there found that the 
(Toverninent prosecution had achieved for him what nothing else but a 
iiiinicle could have effected. It had rendered him for the time more 
popular in Knghind than he ever was in Ireland. 

“ John Bull has had a tliorough \iislike of all constructive crimes 
since 1794. He thought that O’Connell could not have been guilty 
of any very overt stniitioii when it took about a month to cstahlisli the 
ch*u*ge : he was deeply inceused at hciiring tlmt the office of an English 
newspaper had the apjiearance of being converted into a house of 
agency for espionage ; he was sure that the jury had been t)acked 
and the bench prejudiced ; and furthermore, horu^st John reproached 
himself for having encouraged Government to prweed, by feeling too 
sensibly O’ConneU’s senseless attacks upon the Saxon. This was the 
general sentiment of the English people^ but to the licaguc 0*(7on- 
nel was further recommended by thirty years of opposition to the corn- 
laws, and by his zealous co-operation in every effort for their repeal, 
whether In or out of Parliament* 

Under these oircumstoiices, his reception by the assembled mul- 
titude was one of the most mugnifiient displays of popular eii thud- 
asm ever witnessed. He declared himsidf that he was not prepared 
for it, even by the experience of the monster meetings* llis speech, 
the last of any permanent interest that he ever delivered, was one of 
the finest oratorical displays of bis life. He had achieved die object, 
of which if he hitd not despalitKf, the cry of repeal would never have 
beep raised. He had triumphed n^riously and completely on English 
ground. 

This event streog|hmied Oeetuq^ciotis widi which O'Ckmnell had 
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long been regarded by the Young Ireland party. It was remarked 
that he begun to speak i*espectfully of the English people, and to 
abate the veUeruenec of liis denunciations against the Saxon* The 
growing feeling of alienation was, however, suspended; on the 1 4th 
of May he was sentenced to twelve months* imprisonment and incaa*- 
ceration in Richmond Penitentiary, near Dublin, During his con- 
finement every possible indulgence was shown him ; and on tJie 4th 
of September, 1844, the decision of the Irish judges was reversed by 
the House of Dmls. 

“ O’Conncdl was liberated ; but be came out of prison an altered 
man. During his confinement the presidency of the Re|>cal Associa- 
tion had been confided to Mr. W. Smith O’lJricn. member for the 
county of Limerick, a recent convert to the cause. The Young Ireland 
party had elected this gentleman as the rival and future successor of 
O'Connell, and during the absence of the latter from the Association 
had used ail possible means to extend his reputation and give him infiti- 
ence in the country. In former days O'Connell would have brooked 
no rivalry* but imprisonment had broken his spirit, and had afibrded 
Smith O'llrien time to strengthen himself with his party. Their 
jealousy was soon pretty manifest ; there were bickerings in public ; 
there was marked coldness in private. A project for convening an 
Irish senate, of very doubtful legtility, and still more questionable 
prudence, was abandoned. A ridicnlous club, the members of which 
were to wear a still more ridiculous uniform* including a foul's cap, 
the shape of which was the subject of long and learned debate — was 
patronised by the O’Brien and jeered by the O'Connell |;)arty* Thus 
closed the year 1844, and thus ojxmcd the year of 1845.'** 

In tins record the most remarkable incident is the burst of po- 
pularity which greeted O’Connell in England, and thi.s arising 
very iniicli from the feeling that in the state trials he had not 
fair plav — that there had been some tampering with the Jury, 
and — tfiat the Bench vvas prejudiced against him* 

The last topic, though one dwelt on at the time in the papers, 
could produce no jiermanent effect on the public mind. The 
Court could not avoid some direction to the jury on the law of 
the case^ and it would be scarce possible to give such without 
using language that implied a reasonable man's view of the facts. 
Whatever the Charge had been this objection could scarcely have 
been Escaped. The other is of more importance. 

In every political trial in Ireland the statement that a Jury has 
been packedf is made. At one time it used to be made in mety 
civil trials and if is really nii^elloas, that considering Uie way 
in which, while all its privileges are taken advantage of for 
the protection of the accused^ it is at the smne time repre- 
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seated as a mere instrument in the hands of power, it has not 
been got rid of altogether. We wish its preservation, and for 
this purpose must do what we can to distinguish cases, that with- 
out some attention may be easily confused, and the mistake 
thus occasioned create no little mischief. What we have to say 
on the subject will be more intelligible when we have told in a 
sentence the course of the agitation after O’Conneirs death. 

After O'Conneirs death the agitation assumed in some re- 
spects a worse aspect. Quiet men in vain hoped that the fever 
of excitement in wliich people had been so long kept would be 
now at an end. Vain hope ! What had been called Conciliation 
Hall was a house divided against itself. Its members separated 
into two bodies ; the one preachers of peace, who held that Ireland 
was to be saved and enriched, and the repeal of the Union to be 
carried by perpetual payment of rent, still rent, the Catholic rent, 
the only true rent — and by hebdomadal speeches ; in short, they 
seemed to believe that all that was wanting was money and talk 
— money for the few, talk for the multitude. The other party 
insisted that England was not to be thus conquered ; that the Irish 
people should arm ; that talking nonsense was not the way to do 
Dusiness ; and yet, inconsistently enough, they too talked non- 
sense. — That tfiey did. They were younger men. Sedition 
was with them a passion that had not yet died away. They 
were not— the younger men among them were not— simulating 
extinct feelings. Compared mih the other section of repealers 
this body was the more earnest ; at all events, they outbid the 
others. They called on the people tliroughout the country to arm 
themselves. They threatened all landea proprietors who did not 
join them, that their property should be “ carried to the national 
treasury.” They addressed the soldiery and constabulary in 
language seducing them from their allegiance and their duty. 
Under the names of tenure and tenant-right they addressed the 
natural cupidity of the peasantry ; distinctions of Celt and 
Saxon were referred to, as if for the purpose of disuniting every 
family in the land. When a successful insurrection in Paris 
gave birth to the French Kepublic, they sent an embas^ to it 
from Ireland, negotiating for an invasion. The genius of O’Con- 
nell and of W olfe Tone united — seemed to meet in eacb^f the 
Confederates — thus the war-party designated themselves — and 
mark the future rulers of Ireland's destinies — 

The force crfNaturo eoald no farther go — 

To make a third, she join’d the other two. 

We have said that we believe thb party to have been more 
in earnest llian the other* They were^ no doubt; many of 
them mad— not the less in earnest nor the less dangerous for 
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that. The newspaper press greatly aided them ; for, while it 
spread their writings and speedies in every direction, it seemed 
to multiply their numbers. The peaceful part of the community 
in Ireland know them to be few, and know that it is the same 
performers who play in different parts of the country, and think 
of them or their audiences as little as they do of other players 
or play-going folk. They are regarded as a mischief and a nui- 
sance for the most part ; but there is no very serious thought 
that they can do any great harm. Even when it was known 
that persons were empmved through the country to discipline 
disaffected men in military exercises, the forl}earance of the 
(jovernment met with more than sympathy from the general 
body of the country, who were inclinea to laugh at tlie 
whole thing as a fantastic parody of very serious scenes trans- 
acted elsewhere. The Goveniinent, who had most probably 
more reasons for apprehension than they could prudently coin- 
inunicnte to the public, took such })recautions as they could 
to save the city of Dublin from the danger of an outbreak. 

In the rural districts of Ireland there was much crime. It was 
not directly connected with the Agitation, but it grew in a great 
measure out of the base hopes that the Agitation inspired. Far- 
mers refused or delayed to pay their rents. Agents were mur^ 
dered under circumstances that left no doubt tn^at men wealthy 
for their station in life, were accomplices or instigators of the 
crime. Through the country there was certainly a sort of ex- 
pectation in the minds of many tenants that they might con- 
tinue to hold their lands without paying any rent. The wise 
measure of a Special Commission succeeded in vindicating the 
law, and it became again possible to exercise the rights of pro- 
perty. The effect of the Commission was to protect the lives of 
the poor from ruffians that overawed the country. A duty 
as imperative as this was to terminate if possible the deplor- 
able agitation w^hich each day became more reckless and more 
fierce. Forbearance has its limits, and prosecutions were com- 
menced against three of the confederates. Before these cases 
were tried a new statute applicable to any after cases that might 
arise was passed, and one or the persons about to be tried for se- 
dition continued to issue writings which made him an offender 
under the new Act. It is necessary to state this to render intel- 
ligible what we have to say on the Jury <)uestion, as we think 
some mistakes have arisen from confusing the cases of special 
and common juries. O^Brien and Meagher were tried for sedi- 
tion by spectaDunas. In neither case was there a verdict. The taw 
of Ireland requires unanimity in a juiy. As far as can be known 
of these cases, the numbers for a conviction in one were ISn to 
Itso, in the other eleven to one. 
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The statement of the juries being packed is always the cry of 
the convicted. In special juiy cases it does not bear examina- 
tion. Under the Act of 1835^ when a special jury is obtained, 
it is formed from a body of names selected from what is called 
the juror’s book for the year. The jurois^s book contains, or 
ought to contain, all the names of persons qualified to serve on 
juries. The class from which special Jurors are taken consist of 
persons possessing various qualifications. The lowest money 
qualification is property to tiie amount of £5000. From this 
class, amounting generally to seven or eight hundred, forty- 
eight names are taken by ballot, and this forty-eight is reduced 
to twenty-four, by each of the parties striking off twelve names. 
The object is that the twenty-four left shall be men to whom 
neither of the parties can have a reasonable objection ; and no- 
thing can be more absurd or unreasonable than the kind of 
outcry which is made against the Crown for doing what it is 
absolutely compelled to do. It must strike oflF twelve names, 
and in such ease no possible imputation can be fairly made 
against its officers, whatever be the politics of the persons whom 
it strikes off. It is not analogous to the challenge, whether 
perem[)tory or for cause, of a juror on an ordimry panel. In 
O’Connell’s case the juiy was a special jury. The quarrel 
was not with the conduct of tlie Crown in the way in w’liich it 
reduced the forty-eight to twenty-four, but with the way in 
which the jury book itself, from which the forty-eight were 
taken, was made up. The book was made up incorrectly, the 
names of some persons who ought to be in the Dook being omit- 
ted, and the list from w^hich the forty-eight were taken being 
thus diminished, to the disadvantage of the traverser. A 
majority of the Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland thought 
they had no means of correcting this. In the formation of a 
special juiy it would appear that the Sheriff has absolutely 
no power. The list from which the forty-eight are selected, is 
supposed to c>ontain the names of all the persons qualified to 
serve : the persons on the actual panel, and the order in which 
their names occur, (an important incident,) are determined by 
ballot ; and nothing could oe more idle tlian the popular cla- 
mour with which the conduct of the Crown is assailed in such 
cases, if it were not that such clamour has some effect on weak- 
minded persons. The juries in Smith O’Brien’s and Meagher’s 
cases were special juries. The Crown was accused of striking 
off Roman Catholic jurors. In each case, as we said before, 
it was compelled to strike off twelve. To it by Catholics 
the Crown must have struck off Protestant jurors. As to the 
questmn of mere prudence, rni which after all fhe selectbn of a qpe- 
^1 jury~a8 for as there could be a 8dbecli<m~iniist have turning 
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we should rather, in cases of the kind, have three or four Roman 
Catholics in the box tlian only one. The chances, if there were 
but one, would be that the opposition of some false pride would de- 
tach him from his brother jurors, and that the question of guilt or 
innocence would scarcely be canvassed among them — that thera 
would be a failure of justice because a want of any fair discus- 
sion, and that the result would be a mere exhibition of the power 
of a positive man to render ineffective the verdict of the others. 
It is an easy course to ascribe perjury to men, but we do not almost 
in any case regard this as the solution of sucli a fact as the dis- 
agreement of a jury. An analysis of the respective duties of the 
juror and the judge would make the juror believe that he is to 
ceive information from the judge on matter of law, and communi- 
cate it on matters of fact ; but to constitute the notion of Oime, a 
consideration of both elements is necessary — and it may be an 
actual evasion of a difficult duty in a juror— one to wliicli the 
law in no case compels him, to mid a verdict of guilty where he 
cannot, notwithstanding a disposition to receive such information 
on the law as it is the judge’s duty to give — believe that the in- 
tention which constitutes crime exists. The juroris difficulty is 
not the mere mental [)rocess of analyzing the thoughts, but after 
this analysis has been performed for him or by him, the moral 
one of combining them. In some cases that whicli he has to 
do is, if he can, to call that crime which he has not bcft>re learned 
to designate by the name, or — a yet harder task — to overcenne 
the nrejudice whicli has hitherto regarded with favour a line oi 
conduct which the moral sense does nut disap|)rove, but wbicli 
lie is told is a violation of the law. To protect a man in danger 
— to throw your house open as a sanctuary of refuge to a |Ku*son 
flying from pursuit, wouid seem so far from being a crime to Iw 
rather the subject of natural approbation ; and indefensible ns 
the feeling may be, wc suspect that were jurors taken from the 
humbler classes of life, it would reejuire more reasoning than a 
prosecuting counsel or a directing judge would be at all times 
able to bring to the argument, to persuade a juror that a poor 
man, whose father or brother, flying from justice, was proietHed 
in his house, was punishable as a ci'iminal for affording him 
shelter. We state a case in which there can be no doubt that 
the jury should receive, without hesitation, the directions of the 
judge as to the law, but where natural feeling will affect each 
man of them with more or less influence, aiuT in all pmb^ility 
lead some, if not all of them, to look round for excuses to acquit. 
In political cases, where the passions become strongly infismed, 
where words have almost a magic power of affecthig the tem}>er, 
and reducing the most sober-minded man into a slate of what is 
almost like insanity, it is cestfunly going too for to ascribe to 



554 - 


State Trials in Ireland. 


inrilful and deliborate perjury the mind’s continuing to move in 
its accustomed train or thought ; and this, after all, is the case of 
the obstinate juror. Their abstract truth was not what recom- 
mended his religious or political dogmals to his mind, and fixed 
associations there which you have no means of disturbing or dis- 
solving, so as to form thorn into other combinations of thought, 
may be the standards to which he refers when he would deterniiiie 
the innocence or the criminality of any particular act. You may 
make crimes by Act of Parliament, and you may be right ; but 
while the machinery by which you punish them is the verdict 
of a jury, you cannot legislate effectively by a higher standard 
of morality than tlie average understanding of the class of men 
from whom jurors are taken can appreciate. If you will punish 
for treason or conspiracy, the traitor or conspirator has still the 
right of saying — Be your definitions what they may, my protec- 
tion exists in the fact that the class of society from whom my 
judges are taken do not believe your accusation ; or, if you have 
established the act which you say proves my guilt, you are 
unable to get them to agree with you in regarding it us crime. 
In prosecutions for seditious libel this is more remarkably illus- 
trated, as the criminality of the act is much more often to be 
inferred from the state of mind of the persons to whom it is ad- 
dressed than from any thing in the language itself ; and in look- 
ing over some old volumes of State trials, one is frequently at a 
loss to discover why langu^e ap])arently so innocent was prose- 
cuted at all. In Horne Tooke’s trial, there is no doubt that 
Lord Eldon, who prosecuted, thought the offence high treason — 
even after the verdict he thought so ; suppose, instead of an 
acquittal, that the jury differed — that one, for instance, agreed 
with the Attorney-General, and was for a conviction, would we 
have a right to say that he w'as a perjured man ? These differ- 
ences of opinion must exist. It is, we think, unreasonable in the 
extreme to assume, without the strongest evidence, that there is 
wilful falsehood in the case ; and though it is no doubt attended 
with some inconvenience, we think the practical effect of requir- 
ing unanimity in the jury has been, in criminal cases, on the 
whole beneficial. Crime, no doubt, often goes unpunish^ under 
the present system, but you could scarcely change it without 
intrmacing the worse chance of any examination of the conduct 
of men in power being punished as crime. 

We have said that tlie Government commenced prosecutions 
against three of the Confederates for sedition, and that they failed 
in obtaining verdicts against two; against the third, Mr. ]!liitchel| 
it was unnecessaiy to continue the prosecution, as he was, a few 
days before the trial for sedition was to have taken place, con- 
victed of friony under a recent ^tute» by a common jury. 
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The statement of the jury heing packed is always the cry of 
the convicted. “VVe have shewn that in special Jiny cases it 
can never be true — ihouffh, in Ireland at least, raised in these 
as in all other cases, ulie fact is, that in all these cases the 
anxiety of the traverser is, that there shall be no verdict, and 
the case is argued for him as if he was in earnest anxious for a 
fair investigation and determination of the issue knit between 
him and tlie Crown. Ilis language is, ‘‘ all I want is a fair 
trial,'*’ and the only evidence he or his friends will admit of a 
trial having been wir, is that there shall be no verdict. In all 
cUvSes there can be no doubt that it is the interest of society that 
there should be a verdict — a true verdict, and for this pur[K)su 
that all disturbing elements should be as far as possible re* 
moved. The law does not presume such absolute impartiality 
ill the sheriff, who selects and returns thegury panel, as to deny 
the parties the opportunity of inquiring into the fact, and 
enabling either of them to have the case tried by a jury I’o- 
turned by another officer. Where special juries ai’o granted, one 
of the grounds stated hy law-writers for this deviation from the 
ordinary course of forming a jury is, that the sheriff might 
he suspected of partiality, though not upon such apparent cause 
as to warrant an exception to him.”* But while the law guards, 
as far as it can, against any bias in the sheriff’s mind, that may 
injuriously affect cither party, it is jdain that to him a large dis- 
cretion is intrusted, and it is his duty to exercise that discretion 
by returning only such jurors as he conscientiously tliinks will 
give a true verdict. In the year 1833, the act was passed under 
which all juries in Ireland are now formed. A list prepared 
annually by certain tax-collectorsrunconncctocl with the sheriff', 
exhibits the names of all persons entitled hy projierty to bo on 
the jurors’ book for the year. In that list must appear the name 
of every man occupying a house worth £20 a-year. When the 
law was about being passed, objections were made to a class of 
])ersons, subject to every inflnence calculated to warp the judg- 
ment being now for the first time introduced to bear a part tii 
the direct administration of justice, any one of whom, if placed 
on a jury, would have it in his poiver to render abortive law- 
proceedings either civil or criminal. It was said that in some 
]iarts of the country, numbers must be retunied in these lists 
who did not understand one word of English. To this it was 
replied that the sheriff ought not to return such [lersons on any 
panel— that the fact of their being elimble by property was not 
enough — ^that he would be subject to wing fined hy the Oonrt| 
if he placed such persons on my jury panels. His dtscn^oii| 

* 3. Conuitentoriei^ 357. 

VOL. IX. yo. XVUL 2 0 
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which before was absolute^ was now limited to the names he 
found in the jury book of the year. Amonc these he was to 
select good and tme men above suspicion. The complaint 
in Mitchel’s case is that there was any selection. 

At Mitchers trial there was what is called a challenge to the 
nrray — a statement that the jury panel was not impartially 
formed by the sheriff ; and it was sought to shew that it had 
l>een formed under the directions of the Crown. This allegation 
was disproved ; hut it was established that a more respectable 
juiy than is ordinarily returned was summoned in this case. In 
fact, we believe the ordinary juries are very carelessly formed. 
There is some distinction between the Commission and Quarter 
^ssions Juries. In the Report of the Commissioners of Judi- 
cial Inquiry on the office of Sheriff, wa are told that “ in Dublin 
witli respect to petty juries at the Commission and Quarter 
Sessions Courts, panels of those descri[)tions contain about 150 
names each. A greater degree of attention is ])aid to the for- 
mation of Commission petit jury panels than of the others, as 
capital cases arc tried by them.” This Report was drawn up 
from evidence taken in 1828 or 1829, hut (Icscrihes pix^tty well 
a present state of facts. Unless the counsel for Mitchcl could 
establish that a juiy was selected for the pun)Osc of giving an un- 
true verdict, it seems tons that they would nave done absolutely 
nothing. Before the trial the newspapers in the interest of tlic 
prisoner did all they could to influence the juryd>y arguments 
addressed to tlieir prejudices and their fears. Public meetings 
were held for the purpose. At one of tliem a resolution was 
passed not unlikely to be interpreted by the poorer class of shop- 
keepers into a direct threat of the consecpiences to themselves of 
a finding unfavourable to the traverser : — 

Resolved — That we shall by every means in our power, within 
the law, oppose ourselves to this system of jury ptickiug while the 
protection of the law is left us ; and we feel ourselves called upon to 
warn the Government not to dare to abrogate the Constitution, and 
drive us beyond the limits of endurance. To every inroad on our con- 
stitutional rights we shall oppose the powers of the Constitution, but 
to manifest and avowed tyranny we shall oppose, if necessary, our 
vary lives.” 

At another meeting the same sentiment was expressed in simi- 
lar language : — 

** Resolved— That while we are unwilling to identify this confeder- 
ation witli all the opinions of John Mitehel, we recognise in him a 
jSMuiess and devoted fellow-sold^ in the war which we are now 
wsgiu against English oppression. 

^That as sueh we demand for him a fair trial before a fairly selected 
jury; and if that demand be not complied with, and this dbampion of 
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Irish liberty be convicted by a jury selected for that purposct we 
pledge ourselves to use all means, not inconsistent with inmality, to 
bring to punishment all parties concerned in the perpetration of to 
foul a wrong.” 

In such circumstances what was a SheriiTs duty? Is it not plain 
that the class of jurors most likely to be injured — the poorer 
class of tradesmen and shopkeepers — ought not to have beep, 
summoned? Is it not plain that it w'oum have been unjust 'iv 
them to ])lace them in tnc position of being ruined by the with* 
drawal of custom from them; for this was among the thranta 
expresscj^ in deliberate speeches at these meetings ;* and can 


^ Wc transcribe the following from a multi tode of similar tlireats, issued iinm9« 
diately before Mitchells trial : — 

To tho Jurors of Dubliii..^6od*B truth has been spoken and written by John 
Mitcliel. lie has proolaimed to the world the labourer's right to live hi tlu» 
of his birth by the sweat of his brow ; the farmer's riglit to the fruits of hk ia- 
hour, his capital, and his skill. This is God's truth ! 

** Will yon, jurors, pronounce, by your verdict, God's truth to l>e a ■edidawil 
libel — < a felony ?' 

** If you do /which God furbi4)f then tlie bloo<l of that itinooeiit man of trutlit 
John Mitcliel, oe on you and yours, to all eternity ! 

" The curse of God will fall upon you ! The fato ui perjurers and assMiltis 
await you ! ! 

<< Attend to your oaths, and a true verdict give 1 ! 1 

OnK of THU 1'ANUIm'* 


« VV^c have but one word more to say. If tho oiRcial persona eoDdueUng Ihi 
prosecution do in this instance pack a jury of men known to be politically opposud 
to tlie prisoner, the whole proceeding is a base and cowardly muraer, and anall bn 
dearly avenged .” — United Imhman, 

^ John Mitchel shall walk a free man from his gaol. If by a jury of his eountfy* 
men, tiien so much tlie better ; lie shall have proved the truth on which he Slarled 
— that English rule here is an unreality«*a vile, horrid dream, a mere gobKn of 
tlio sense, to which we too long stupidly slunink sabmissiye, tiimking it * goveitt* 
ment,’ and its airy muniblings • law which needed hut tiiat one man idamd ipii 
upon and laugh at to exorcise it for ever. And if not by a jury, tliett by Uif var* 
diet of some tiiousands of armed citiaena, ready to back the defiance bb will hind 
fi*om the felon’s dock--aiid by fifties of thousands tliroughout the land^ wbafOW 
want has been and tyranny. Never— 'Oh ! never agaiii^-ahall the fanUf ol *09 
Iniiif down the juat hand of an avenging God, hi reimiB of terror, and tyfaiiny» aifil 
fimines, upon a people ungrateful— njpmi men so Mwildered or depraved ae not 
to know that < to be Wve Is to he truly wise.' /risbaufa. 

One of the speakers at a public meeting said—** He wished to iumileatie on them 
that beet.of all maaime— tor the love of God to buy rHis»^{Umd choera.) laxrdi 
OarendM, Her Hejeety’s chief esomtkiier imd mol-kee|M^ in li»laiMb-j[n]|Mi^} 
....had itqueaCed the Orangemen to fat guns, fo ^gbter the people of fthi $ 
and when he (tho epeaker) aidmd them would they turn their arme ofahwt their 
neigiibeiira, they told him ti»al they weald never nee them oga ki it the ! 
tMrbiwtberii— (ClM^ lA voioe: < A cheer for the Otmiemen ol f 

Iiiir_<%eefe.] At the insnrveetiaQ in HUan one hnnicrtal lio44Ni.-^ .. 
ebditoen of the eoldlere with her fllle**(6mait eheeriof.) for Vft pin it wn 
detetwiaad that tide atraggle ahonlil never eeoee «4em wttb hk deem or the ih* 
lammeitt of repeaU [A vmms my we Aekrapilfbe 

tbeiigbt he wee nearly a itatoM* ko tvw# ^ 

MM..^seneiMd mm bm he wodbi nmr, 1111 ir tiie OmemM 

iiiiiiii^mpa«AT]^ th^ 

. Ai|otiMqw**0fmitk9olheeen^^^ ( aMB n# IiopM 
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there be a doubt with any one, that had the Sheriff returned a 
panel such as is ordinarily brought together for tlie trial of pick- 
pocketS} the cry would be changed, and, were Mitchel convicted, 
that stories of one kind or another would be got up, and the 
Sheriff would be described as returning a jury of men likely to 
bo bribed by the Government? In all criminal trials — in all 
trials, is not the great object to exclude as much as possible the 
element of chance, and to consult the peace of society by deter- 
mining, with as near an approach to certainty as possible, tlie 
guilt or innocence of the party accused? Is it suggested by those 
who complain of the constitution of the jury panel, that any 
other verdict was possible from a jury, however constituted? 
Bemember his language — Whatever has been said or done by 
iJie most disaffected person in all Ireland against the existence of 
tlie party which calls itself the Government^ nothing van go too far 
for me. Whatever public treasons there are in the land, T have 
stomach for them alV^ The wild hope of an acuuittal does not 
seem to have entered into any one’s mind ; such chance, as no 
doubt existed for the prisoner, if some one man w^as found resist- 
ing all evidence — resisting even the statement by Mitclid’s 
own counsel of his client’s guilt — w’as all that could he reckoned 
on. The complaint in reality resolves itself into another, much 
moi’e intelligible. Tlie grievance is not the being tried by a 
packed jury, but the being tried at all. In the course of the 
very week in which Mitchcl was tried, the counsel for Mr. 
Meagher, speaking in the Queen’s Bench for his client, referred 
to the constitution of the juries in Smith O’Brien’s and Mca- 

g her’s cases, and complained of tlie fact of no Uoman Catholics 
eing left on Meagher’s jury, while one or two were left on 
Smith O’Brien’s, and attributed the distinction to the fact of 
Meagher’s being a Koman Catholic. “The Attorney-General 
left Roman Catholics on Mr. O’Brien’s jury because he was a 
Pi'otestant; but wdien he came to try Mr. Meagher, wdio was a 
Roman Catholic, eleven jurors of his persuasion were struck off.”* 

fttroeity of nny trial in Ireland for * aedition/ or * treason/ or ^ felony/ to a foreign 
Government. But it is enoiigli that everybody in Ireland kiiowa he cannot be 
convicted in due form of law, or without unprecedented roguery in the legal ar- 
rangement. No fairly-choaen jury of his counti*}'nien can convict him.” 

tiie inference that it was aonght to intimidate the jury ia inevitable ; bnt there 
are minds to whom theadmiaaion of the parties themaelvea cany more conviction 
than any Tenaoning, and we therefore think it right to quote the acknowledgmeiita 
of, The irUk Ftlun* A principal waiter in that paper, in addresaing the clubs after 
this triah says, Let ua jiot bo foolish enough to irnsj^ne that >ve can ^ghten the 
Govemment, 1^’ pretending to atren^ tmit we do not really poaseas. There ia 
no more ahaurd prtneiple than the * intimidation’ principle. 1 Iblt tliia in those 
days when von marched through the streeta of Dublin, believing that terror could 
do for Mitcmel’a jury wlml eonactence could not, and frighten Ihein into giving 
‘that verdict vditclt tetiib, not interest, would dictate .” — TmiriA /VfoM, duly Sth. 
♦ |lnu*a ilt Mcoghcr*a Case, pnUis Afeit, May tfO. ^ 
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tt is not surprising that in a desperate case counsel should snatch 
at any topics ; hut the same grievance was urged in a deliberate 
resolution, at a public meeting, with the Lord Mayor of Dublin 
in the chair, two days before Mitchers trial : — 

“ Resolved — That we reprobate in the most solemn manner the 
removal of Catholics from the juries empannelled to try Catholics, and 
the contrary practice pursued when a Protestant is on his trial, and 
that this practice is unconstitutional and unjust, and must result in 
tyranny,” 

This resolution was carried unanimously, and yet the very same 
])orsf)ns are those who, in a few days after, complain that Mit- 
chel, a Protestant, is tried cxelusively by Protestants. How 
long will it he possible, in such a country, to preserve even the 
forms of liberty ? Cun there be a doubt that, he a Sherilf Pro- 
testant or Catholic, it w’ould be at all events his duty to guard 
against such persons, so utterly incapable of honest reuKoning, 
being placed on juries, and that in any panel he returned, ho 
sliould deliberately exclude every member whatever of thoso 
associations. In Ireland it would seem that language has been 
in some way so wholly divorced from thought, that we think it 
probable flic obvious contradictious in the propositions wo have 
(juoted, with the complaint of Mitchel, a Protestant, being tried 
by Ih’otestants, may never have struck the speakers in their 
glaring inconsistency. We have ourselves lieard <leclaiiners 
against the way in which these Irish trials were conducted say, 
that they would not take fifty pounds to serve on one of the 
juries — nay more, we know with an approach to certainty, that 
C’atholics have avoided serving on the very panels from which 
they complain that Catholics are excluded. We pi*otest that, 
in a case of which the difficulties do not seem to be sitfii<aently 
appreciated, the Sheriff’ seems to us to have steered his way safely 
and w^ell ; and that if there were cause of complaint, it has btH»ii 
altogether ow ing to the efforts made, previous to the trial, to 
overawe the persons whose duty it was to form the ppcl, and yet 
more, the jurors who might try the cause. A mixed jury would, we 
think, on all accounts, have been better— nay, we cannot coiH*ctvo 
any jury, not overawed by the tyranny of the clubs and the pub- 
lic" meetings under their control, hesitating to convict Mitchel; 
but to try the case at all, preserving eventhe shadow of conati- 
tutional forms, \vas, as far as Association and Confederation and 
Corporation meetings could effect the mischief they uieditate<1, 
all but imf)ossible. The Sheriff’returned his panel <rf 150. Kiglity 
persons answ ered as their names were called. Of these 20 were 
struck off* by the traverser, and 39 by the Attomey-Geneml* 
Tlie traverseVs right of tlliailenge is this— 20 iK»reraptorily, and 
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as tnaay more as he can show cause against. He struck ofF no 
one for cauae — some evidence, slight, no doubt, of the fairness of 
the jury. The Attorney-General is a Catholic, and of the 39 
he struck off eleven were Catholics. Of the 39 persons removed 
from the jury we know nothing; it is to be presumed for the 
Attomcy-iGreheral that he had good cause for their removal. 
The strict legality of the course pursued by the Attorney-General 
is not disputed, and of its prudence he alone could be the suflii- 
cient judge. 

The Attomey-Generars is scarcely the same arbitrary riglit of 
clialicnge as the prisoner's. The law gives him what wonhl 
aecm a far more limited right than that of the prisoner, while in 
actual practice his setting aside jurors is scarcely distinguishable 
from the arbitrary challenge of the prisoner, and from the very 
large nunjber of jurors on modern panels, enables hiui to try a 
case by whichever among the number he likes, wlien the pri- 
soner’s twenty arc deducted from the ])anel. 

This privilege of peremptory challenges, though granted to the 
])risonor, is denied to tlie king by thft Statute Edward I. sect. 4, 
which enacts that the king shall challenge no jurors witliout assigning 
a cause certain to be tried and approved by the Court ; however, it is 
held that the king need not assign his cause of challenge till all the 
panel is gone through, and unless there cannot be a full jury without 
the person so challenged ; and then, and not sooner, the king's c()uns<d 
must shew the cause, otherwise the juror shall be sworn."* 

If this view of the law be just, it is plain that the Altorncy- 
General has no right whatever to bid any .juror stand by, except 
he in his conscience believes that there is some such catise as 
would be admitted by triers as good ground of challenge, should 
it become necessary ror him to state it to the Court, No idle con- 
jecture as to the wobability of lii.s finding for the prisoner can hav e 
place here. If lllackstone’s doctrine be right, a challenge on 
the part of the Crown can be but for cause, and the Counsel for 
the Crown who bids a juror stand by, without himself l>eing con- 
vinced that there is ground for challenge which be could sustain, 
is violating his trust. We do not believe that any juror has, ip 
this trial of Mitchel, been put aside on tlie sole ground of being 
a Roman Catholic. Sucli cause could not be sustained. And 
even supposing that {lie Attorney-General has the same capri- 
cious right of challenge with the prisoner, it is not possible to 
ivwute to the present Attorney-General for Ireland — himself 
a Roman Catholic — the kind of prejudice a^iust Roman Catho- 
lics which this charge would involve. The Statute of Edward I., 

* 4 
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entitled " He that cliallengeth a juiy or juror for the king, shall 
show his cause,’' is that on which is founded^the statement of 
legal and constitutional writers, that the Crown has no right of 
peremntorv challenge. As, however, the Courts have said that 
the only object of the Statute was that trials should not ho de- 
layed by challenges on the part of the Crown, the practice 
has been to allow the challenge wherever delaying the trial is 
not the conse(juence of allowing it, so that the udvanta^ to the 
subject of thus limiting the Crown’s right is of about the 
same xsAuc as the Antiquary’s proof that the laws of Scotland 
(lixl not admit of imj^risonment for debt was to the officei*8 of 
Hector McIntyre’s regiment. The imprisonment was not for the 
actual debt, but for contumacy, in disobeying the king's (*,ourt, 
that ordered its payment : the Attorney-(icncral does not chal- 
lenge the juror, he only bids him stand by, which has, now that 
j)aiiels consist occasionally of many hundred names, precisely the 
same effect.* Tlic right of compelling the Crown to go at once 
into its cause of clialfonge, as each juror was objected to, W'os 
])rcssed with great strength in Horne I’ooke’s trial ; the exceeding 
disadvantage to the prisoner of the large jury panel — in T(K)ke^ 
case 228 were summoned — was felt by the Court, and the Attor- 
*ney-(Jeneral (Sir John Scott, afterwards Lord Eldon) witlidi*ew 
all his challenges. It is too late to dispute the Attorney-Gene- 
ral’s right of bidding jurors stand by. The same arguments tlmt 
liad been adduced in Tooke’s case were again urged in Quigley’s, 
and afterwards iu Frost’s. The matter indeed is sa settleu, that 
it is probable the Court in Frost’s case would not have heard it 
reargued, but that the statute of Edward had been repealed 
and re-enacted, and this gave the opportunity of reconsidering 
the matter with reference to the later statiUe.t The state of so- 
ciety in Ireland renders it necessary for the Crown to exert this 


* « Lord Ciukf-Justicr KrRK . — Tim Crown ha$ no peremptory rkailenye; but 
the coime is that the Crown may cliallenge a« the namra are cahed over,' and hi 
not bound to sliew Oie canae of die cimileiige till the panel ia gone through ; that 
ia the courae of proceeding which is now ao establiahed, that we mint tahe it to be 
the law of the land ; at the rnnie time 1 feel, that thectrcumahuice which la beconMi 
idisoluiely necessary, of making the panda vastly more uumerotts Ilian they were 
in ancient times— -might give to the Ci-own an impropcT advantage amtng out of 
that rule ; and whenever we shall sec that improper advantage attempM Id be 
taken, it will be for the serious conuderadon of the Court wlteiber Oiry alU sol 
put it into some course to prevent that advantage being taken. I do not pareidw 
at present that tliere is any complaint that an ill use haa been made of tbhi 
power ill this instance. How many have been eballenged on the part of tlie OoUti t 
Seven. 

^ Loan Chief Jusrici Etrk.— .T herefore, 1 say, it doea not appear to me tlmt 
any improper advantage has been taken.**— JStole Vol. 20, 

t 111 Ireland tlie mattecls peibapa epim to argninant,aatbe lattguage vt*etiaet« 
ing the statute of Edwar^P » different i& Euglaad and Irekiid, 
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prerogative more extensively than, if it could be avoided, can be 
at all prudent. . In political trials, where the positions of the 
prosecutor and traverser are in truth often reversed, and where 
tlie Government of the day may be regarded as itself on its trial, 
the effect of the verdict on the public mind is of much more 
moment than any other consideration ; and the notion that by 
any arrangement the traverser is deprived of any advantage that 
he ought to have, or might reasonably reckon on having, is cal- 
culated to deprive a verdict, however just, of an}*^ great value, 
further than as it exhibits the power of dealing with an indivi- 
dual case. 

We think, with Judge Perrin, that the present practice presses 
unreasonably on traversers, and ivish that his suggestion on the 
subject could be adopted : — 

“ I think,” says he, “ the principle on which special juries are struck 
might be beneficially extended to criminal cases. I think there ought 
to be a right of peremptory challenge to the same extent — twenty — 
both in the Crown and the accused in all cases, the names upon the 
panel being drawn from a box, as in the civil court.”* 

In Ireland the seeming injustice of the present rule was very 
much felt — more especially in misdemeanour cases, where thg 
])risoner has no right to challenge, and where the prosecutor being 
allowed to set jurors by, has all the advantages of a cliallenge 
without being obliged to state the grounds on which liis chal- 
lenge rests. lie can in fact try his case by any jury he pleases. 
In prosecutions by private individuals, the riglits of the (Jrowii 
are exercised by tbo individuals prosecuting, and in this class of 
cases there was no limit to the abuse which this privilege gave. 
When Judge Perrin practised in the north-east circuit, he was 
very much emj^Ioyed ni the defence of prisoners, and he tells us 
that at that time, and for twenty years afterwards, there was no 
such thing as a public prosecution in Ireland in which there was 
not also a jirlvate prosecutor with an agent, and often counsel, 
engaged to act with the Attorney-General and the counsel em- 
]>loyed by him. “ In party cases prosecuted by the Crown, it 
was a constant practice to have a private agent and counsel ; 
‘counsel, ** as the phrase w’as, ‘to watch the counsel for the Crown.’” 
So late as 1839, Mr. Justice Perrin could not say whether the 
custom did not still continue. The Crown-Solicitor for the cir- 
cuit had not of course the local knowledge of the private agent, 
and though he was the official |>erson though whom objections 


* I^ord’s Reports. Crime in Ireland, rage 1058. In Firat’s ease (1840) 
the Sheriff returned the panel alphabetically. The names were, by consent of the 

Crown and the nrisoner, called, not aoeordiiig to the order in tlte list, but by bal- 
lot, and the chaUenger Uieii taken. 
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to jurors were made, lie yiel4ed, as a matter of course^ to such 
suggestions as were given him by persons always more interested 
in the results of particular prosecutions than in the purity of tlio 
general administration of justice. The effect of arbitrarily setting 
aside jurors was not so much that unfair verdicts were given, 
as that it could not be said that there was a siitisfactory 
trial. 

As to the jurors,** says Judge Pen-in, “ it must be disagreeable to 
a man to be set aside. He must feel it as a kind of stigma ; but that 
is a trivial matter compared with the general impression it creates ns 
to the administration of justice, where it is injurious as tending to 
crcaite a feeling tliat the verdict is not the result of a cool, deliberate, 
and impartial trial, but may have been affected by the opinions ol’ 
particular individuals designedly put on the jury. Ihit the most im* 
portaiit point of view is the real effect which it is calculated to have on 
the. administration of justice. It enables the prosociilor, especially in 
misdemeanour cases, to set aside any jurors that lie pleases to avoid, 
and jircvent a vigilant, searching, impartial, penetrating inquiry hy 
persons whom lie thinks able and likely to institute it, if ho cuusidiu-s 
iiis case an infirm one ; besides, that it giv-es him this advantages where 
there is a fixed panel, tliat he can set aside ad fifntinn, in order to 
arrive at and obtain individuals whom he may ■wish to [mt on — persons 
having a known bias or prejudice injurious to the accused. In mis* 
demeanour cases, wJierc tlio accused lias no peremptory challengi*, it 
amounts to packing a jury.*' 

In one case, where O’Connell as counsel for a private pi-osecn- 
tor had an opportunity of exercising the rights of the (*ro\vn, bo 
set aside the iifty-tvvo first jurors who answered their nuines. “ It 
was,” said he in the House of Commons, (August 2, “ an 

issue on which 710 7 na 7 iwould thmk of chaUe7}giny a juror in A'n//- 
Ia7id^ but unhappily in Ireland the case was widely different. 
Such was the state of the panel for the county of Cork, tliat I 
was obliged to set aside fifty-two juroi-s before there was to hi* 
found a juror impartial enough to try the issue.” This was a 
case of misdemeanour in which the traverser had no riglit of 
challenge, and where O’Connell selected Iiis jury from a panel 
of 800 persons. In this case, on his own showing, the law was 

{ iractically different from what its administration woidd have 
>een in England. Under the letter of the law — or it.s interf>re- 
tation — the same incident might have occurred in either country, 
but till very lately, a more serious grievance was peculiar to 
Ireland. Tlie olu law-books in speaking of the prisoner's right 
of peremptoiy challenge, describe it as given infavorem and 
this led the Irish Courts to the inference that it was only to lie 
allowed in capital cases. Tlie privilege was by tlicm confined to 
capital cases, till a cas^arose which Mr. Wliiteside and Mr. 
Napier insisted on being Bionght before the House of Lords, which 
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decided against the Irish practice * This was so late as 1844. Till 
then, therefore, any plea of the Crown, not capital, was tried by a 
jury in the formation of which the accused had no voice whatever, 
and where the power of the Crown had scarcely any limit. Mr. 
O’Connell has told us that when he practised on the Munster Cir- 
cuit, the interference of magistrates for the purpose of forming 
‘ juries likely to be unfavourable to prisoners, was such that he com- 
plained of it to the counsel for the Crown, and that it then ceased, 
or at least was not exercised to the same extent. When Mr. Pemii 
was Attorney-General, he directed that no person should be set 
aside unless there was a substantive objection to him; that the 
Crown-Solicitors should not delegate their power, and that they 
should at the end of the circuit communicate to him the names of 
all persons set aside, and the causes. SirMichaelOTiOghlen when 
Attorney-General, went even farther. He held that the Crown 
had no right of peremptory challenge, and his opinion was that the 
construction of the statute of Edward I. — which construction al- 
lows the Crown the power to order jurors to stand by, without 
assigning any cause of challenge till the panel is exhausted — was 
not a sound one, and he gave directions to the Crown-Solicitors in 
accordance wdth these view’s. We transcribe his letter to the 
Crown-Solicitors : — 

“ It is not my wish that yon should exercise the privilege of setting 
aside a juror, except in ciises in which a juror is connected with the 
parties in the case. You will not set aside any juror on account ol‘ 
\m political or religious opinions, and you wdll be pleased in every 
case in which you may consider it necessary to set aside a juror lo 
make a note of the objection.” 

¥ 

Nothing could have been more caloulated to confirm him In 
the prudence of the course he adopted than its effecta. 

“ While Attorney-General for Ireland,” he tells us, ‘‘ 1 tried many 
persons of notorious political opinions by persons connected with 
the Associations to which they belonged, and in most instances 1 
got verdicts. 1 tried several persons for processions against the pro- 
visions of the Procession Act by persons known to belong to the 
Society of Orangemen, and I got several convictions, and scarcely 
ever had an instance of a just complaint of a venlict: I tried several 
persons for riots, connected with the opposition to tithes, by juiurs 
who were notoriously opposed to the payment of tithes' themselves, 
and 1 got convictions.” * 

This result we should have anticipated ; and we even agree 
with 8ir Michael in the feeling that dictated his rejdy to wiiat 
was meant to be a test question. — 



* Lord’s Report State of Crisde in Ireland, ISSS, p. 1102. 


Sir AL (TLoghkn^s Rule, 5B5 

Suppose an attack by the members of one sect of religion on the 
members of another, or by the members of one political party on 
another, do you think that the administration of justice would be 
aided b^ allowing those persons to try the cause whose opinions on 
either side, religious or political, were strongly excited?** — “ I think 
there is a clioice of difficulties. I think the moral effect of allowing 
the jurors to be sworn as ihey are returned by the sbenff, and as they 
come to the book, unless there is good cause of challenge, would be 
better than the exercise of a right of challenge without assigning any 
cause.** 

A letter from Mr. Tickell, Crown-counsel on the Ilome-Cimiit, 
is mioted by Sir M. O’Loghleii as confirming his impression ; — 

The jurors, in what might be called party cases, honestly dis- 
charged tlicir duty.” lie states the number of trials for three 
assizes after Sir Michael’s rule had been acted on, and says, 
“ Out of the whole of these cases I could not fix on a dozen 
in which I slionld have differed from the jiirors, nor do 1 recol- 
lect half a dozen in which T thought the Crown had any reason 
to complain.” The fierce agitation, however, of our day had not 
then commenced. The thought of living as a distinct nation, 
governed hy different laws, was not then the doctrine of tlie 
pre.ss. O’Loghlcn’s rule vras certainly of more easy application 
in all cases where there was a distinct breach of a f) 08 itive law 
than if he had to deal with seditious libel,” where tlie very 
es.scnce of the oftence is the effect wliicdi the prosecuted matter 
has a tendency to produce on other minds, and whei'o what 
is innocent in one state of public feeling; inav in nnotbor be 
the deepest guilt. Of this class of questions Sir Michael was 
fortunate enough to have no experience — at least we do not 
remember during his time any prosecution for libel. Our own 
im])ression is very strong that a mixed Jury would be far safer 
for the Crown than any other. In the jury-box, as elsewhei'C, 
there is no duty of citizensliip that Roman Catholics w'ill not 
honestly and fearlessly dischai^; but Roman Catholics or 
Protestants, members of the clubs and associations, the legality 
of which is involved in the very questions knit between the 
Crown and the traverser, we think should be excluded. In such 
cases the challenge might with great advantage to society be at 
once made for cause,” and openly gone into. The result of 
a few such cliallen^s might snow that there is something to 
be said for the foroearance of the Attorney- General, in not 
communicating his grounds of objection, and prove that his 
instructions to the persons acting for the Crowm not to set any 
man aside on the single ground of his relq^on, had been sti4ctly 
complied with. The plan, however, sup^ested by Judge 
of the names of the panel bein^ drawn from a box as in the civil 
court, and a peremptoty right of challenging the same fixed 
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number given to the Ciwn and to the traverser, would go further 
to removing all retd objections to the constitution of a jury than 
any other that has been proposed. 

The enormity of the offences in Mitchel’s and such cases, has 
been so great as to provoke sober men into calling for martial law 
— a course not unreasonable when the object of Government 
is to interrupt avowed preparations for civil war, and in all 
respects better than any violation of the existing forms of 
the administration of justice — any management in the selec- 
tion of juries further than guarding against accused men 
being tried by accomplices — or any overstraining the ordinary 
law for the purpose of punishing ])articular delinquents. For 
martial law there is as yet no necessity. With respect to 
juries there can be little doubt of their doing their duty when a 
(dear case of crime is established — of any warping of tlie law for 
the purpose of making cases of constructive (Time, there can be 
no fear whatever. Our af)prehension is in tlie other way. Our 
fear is that men guilty of felony under the late Act may be in- 
dicted but for sedition — as to proceed under the late Act for 
felony, committed by spoken words, requires informations to be? 
sworn within a certain time — six days — after such speech ; and 
that jiersoiis guilty <3f actual treason may be but indicted for 
felony. In cases where the indictment is for sedition, and wheiv 
the evidence establishes the higher crime of felony or treason, in 
wliich the lesser one, according to the principles of the law of 
England merges, the gi’aiul jury may throw out the bills, or the 
petit jury be instructed to acquit.* We cannot but remember 
Lord Eldon’s vindication of Iiis own course, in indicting the 
members of ]Kilitical societies in 17U4 for High Treason : — 

♦‘As Attorney-General and public prosecutor, I did not think my- 
self at liberty to let down the character of the offence. The mass of 
evidence, in my judgment, was such as ought to go to the jury for 
Iheir opinion, whether they were guilty or not guilty of tkeasov, 
irnlcss the whole evidence was laid before the jury, it would have 
been impossible that the country could ever have been made fully 
acquainted with the danger to which it was exposed, if these persons 
and the societies to which they belonged, had actually met in that 
national convention, which the papers sei;sed proved that they were 
alM>ut to hold, and which was to have superseded parliament itself; 
and it npt>eared to me more essential to securing the public safety 
that the whole of these transactions should be ptiblislied than that 
any of these individuals should be convicted. They too, who were 
lawyers and judges, having stated their opinion that these were cases 
of High Treason, 1 could not but bo awtu% what blame would have 
been Uirown on the law officers of the Crown, if they had been indicted 

^ Ae( fiiMwds agsiniit the danger of sueh /'Voe jr, as is created by the Act 
. in fmiotiy but makes no provlidon as to 
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ffir misdemeanour, and the evidence had ])rovcd a case of ITigli 
Treason, which, proved, would have entitled them to an accpiittal lur 
the misdemeanour.”* 

The inconvenience of this principle of law is so great that wc 
doubt whether legislation should not be directed against the 
principle itself — which can scarce even assist in the furthoraiice 
of justice — rather than against its application in a particular case. 
In an able work of Mr. lludson’st it is strongly urged on the Le- 
gislature to get rid of some of the old maxims which — arising in 
u different state of society, are now often only known hy conse- 
quences wliich can never be perfectly avoided, so long as the 
inaxim is recognised as law. At present it \vould apjicar that a 
seditious disturber of the peace has no bad chance of escape, il* he 
can jirove that his offence amounts to treason — “ and then,” in 
Lord Eldon’s words, “ the country would not t(»lerate, and 
ought not to tolerate, that their Ji\cs sliould be put in joo|»ardy 
by another indictment for High Treason.” 

Ireland — to judge of it by some of its newspapers, and to ex- 
clude all otlier evidenee — presents the most dariiig determina- 
tion that luis ever been expressed to declare actual war against 
the very thought of society itself. The theory of the present 
agitators is this, that no existing laws are binding on Ireland. 
I^epeal of the Union is not what is now wanted — that is describi'd 
to have been a mere humbug — a trick worthy of O’Connell 
and the moral-force impostors of days tliat are with the years be- 
fore the flood. English dominion was at all times an usurpation. 
No laws tliat it has enacted, or could enact, had any binding 
force on conscience. The Irish ])arliamcnt of 1782 , or any 
other period, w'as no better tlian it ought to be : — 

“ Rtqical in its vulgar mcHiiing,” says one of these gi^ntlcinen, I 
look upon as impracticable by any mode of action wliatevi'r. and the 
constitution of ’^2 as absurd, worthless, and worse than worthless* llie 
English Government will never concede or surrender it to any siaMuen 
of moral force whatever, and the country peasantry will never arm 4 (tul 
tight for it, neither will I.” 

In language of great power the writer describe^ his nur]iose 
to be to unite with the question of Kepcal, which he admits to 
have some interest for the town population^ another which is 
likely to act on the rural peasantry : — 

“ I want to ally the town and country. Hei^l is the question of 
the towm population ; the land-tenure question is that of the country 
peasantry. Both combined, taking each in its full extent and efficacy^ 
fonu the question for Ireland — ^thc question for battle-day. * ^ 


* Twmm’s ^ Life of Lord Kldon/* y<A» 1. 
t Hudsou’s M Lsadlerd mid 
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You may think it a pity to crush and abolish the pi^sent noble race 
of landowners. * ♦ * What! is your sympathy for a 

class so great and your sympathy for a whole people so small ? * ^ 
It is a mere (picstion between a people and a class — between a people 
of eight millions and a class of eight thousand. * * The rights 

of property may be pleaded. No one has a higher respect for the 
rights of pro^)crty than 1 havG) but I do not class among them the 
robber’s right, by which the lands of this country are holdcn in fee of 
the British Crown.”* 

In another Number of the same journal from which our quota- 
tion is made, the same writer says — 

** Wo hold the present existing Government of this island, and all 
existing rights of property in our soil, to be mere usur])ation and 
tyranny, and to be null and void as of moral c6ect, and our purpose 
is to abolish them utterly, or lose our lives in the attempt. The right 
founded on oon(iuest, and ailirined by laws made by the conquerors 
themselves, wc regard as no other than the right of the robber on a 
larger scale.” 

And ill a paper entitled the Faith of a Felon,” by the same 
writer, there is a further development of the plan by which he 
would cany his theories into practical effect : — 

Here,** says he, “ is the Confes'^ion and Faitii of a Felon. 

‘‘ Yeai*s ago I perceived that the English conquest consisted of tuo 
parts combined into one whole : the conquest of our liberties — the 
conquest of our lands. 

“ 1 saw clearly that the rcconquesl of our liberties >vouli1 be in- 
complete and worthless without the rccoiiqucst of our lands — would not 
necessarily involve or jiroduce that of our lands, and could not, on 
its own means, be possibly achieved; while the reconquest of our 
lands would involve the other — would at least be complete in itself, 
and adequate to its own puqmses, and could jiossibly, if not easily, be 
achieved. 

“ The lands were owned by the conquering race, or by traitors of 
the conquered race. They were occupied by the native people, or by 
settlers who had mingled and merged. 

I selected as the mode of reconquest to refuse payment of rent 
and resist process of ejectment. 

In that mode I determined to effect the reconquest, and staked 
on it aU rntf hopes here and heveafltr^my hopes of an effective life and 
an eternal epita{ffi. * * The opinions then stated, and which 

I yet stand iirm to, ai*e these, ^ that the occupying tenants of the soil 
of Ireland ought, on principle^ to refuse all rent to the present usurp- 
ing proprietors, until the people, the tme proprietors, (or lords para- 
mount in lega^l parlance) have, in Nadonat Congress or Convention, 
decided irAol rents they are to pay, and la teiom they are to pay them. 


* /W^ I'Wiill UiQ* 
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‘‘ And that the people, on grounds of policy and economy, ought to 
decide (as a general rule admitting of reservations) that those rents 
shall be paid to tkemelves — the people, for public purposes, and for 
the behoof of them^ the entire general people.”* 

In the Nation of July 1, 1848, is a paper entitled The Value 
of an Irish Harvest,” from which we quote a few sentences 

There is growing to-day on Irish soil £80,000,000 worth of pro- 
duce, by the reckoning of the best accountants. * * To our 

minds if these £80,000,000 worth were boldly taken advantage of, 
a new foundation for life might be laid in Ireland. Let us suppose 
the thing to bo tried — let us suppose a thousand clubs of 300 men 
spread over Ireland ; their club-nooms over against every barrack 
ill town and country — their scouts spying through every pass — their 
thousands battalioned in every city — their Irish Ijcague a Council of 
300 honest men — clear-headed and bmve, what great pur])Oscs might 
not a regeneration-fund of £80,000,000 be turned to? than one- 
half of it would feed the pcojde till another harvest had found its way 
into the liglit. * * Upon the appropriation of this first pail 

tliere could be no quibble, and should bo tolerated no argnnient. 
if any man said nay, and put forth his hand upon the people's food, 
tlieir answer should be the pike-point or the bullet. Tlie uses of the 
surplus is a legitimate subject for deliberation. I o direct the expen* 
ditnre of £40,000,()(M} of money to an Irish (lovernnierit just como 
to power must be a task of great complexity and anxiety. England, 
Italy, France, and Prussia, have had their pcasanl-inMirrcctioiis, their 
Avars for the possession of the soil. Ireland's is at last at hand.'* 

In another paragra])h of the same date, the Naiwuy sjieaking 
of the “ Protestant Repeal Association,” says — 

Let them calculate for their fellow-Protcstants the value and uses 
of one Irish harvest, and place against it all the iniscmble subsidies 
and stipends England gives or can give — the wealth this soil grows, 
and the resources hidden under it ; let them collate for them the laws 
of the land and the Iuavs of nature, and ask them to decide whether 
they prefer retaining a lithe of the produce for their Church, or the 
whole of it for themseh^es, their Church, their children, and their 
neighbours.” 

In the Tribune^ (another Dublin paper,) of the same date, 
the same doctrine is advocated. A writer of considerable talent, 
and zeal worthy of a better cause than that to which he has 
given himself, complains of the apathy of tlie members of the 
Clubs : — 

Why is it that you are idle when industiy would be most 
live ?” [/ndastf^Z-^But the next sentence exhibits wbal industry” 
means.] — The long talked-of hon^est is approaching, and i Oik you, 
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arc you preparing to reap it ? * * In siinimerwc say, wait for autumn ; 
tfike heed lest in autumn we say, wait for spring — when is an op- 
portunity of use? — when you are prepai*ed to avail yourselves of it. 
You, or at all events your leaders, call this coming harvest ' an op- 
portunity' — are they prepared to lead, and are you prepared to fol- 
low ? JjQt them think well on it, for tlio sin of murder will be on their 
souls if they shrink ; let you think of it, for if you falter, the Lord, in 
his justice, will appoint you the suicide’s hell. Better to die on 
your foemen’s bayonets in the cause of freedom, than to live another 
year like the last in a rotting Province. * * What we want most 
in Ireland is will. * * The people wish but they do not tvilL ’riie 
men who go to a public meeting, and ehecr every sentiment which 
) ileuses them, may continue their attendance at meetings until their 
hair is grizzled, and no good come of it. But the men who go out on 
a hill-side, or get behind a strong barricade, and remain in silent de- 
terininution to take that which would not bo given, must find that 
tlieirwill is synonymous with triumph. * * When this luuch-talkcd- 
of harvest is come, are you prepared to reaj) it ?” ‘‘ Kopeal,” we 

quote from another article in the same paper, “ Repeal is useless, 
unless it be preceded by a great social revolution. If the land- 
lord class lias been previously routed, and if the land returns into the 
hands of the rightful owners, then repeal may possibly be of‘ some 
advantage. It may be the first step towards complete independence.” 


Wc tliink there is more to alarm tliose wlio are anxious for 
the preservjitioii of society in this plot of seizing the crops than 
in any other, or in all tlie others sugge.stecl, because that some- 
. thing of the kind is practicable has been already experienced in 
Ireland in the tithe-disputes some fifteen or sixteen years ago. 
The possession of the land and tlie property in the existing crops 
is, of course, the fanner’s, and that lie should retain both without 
jiaying anything till extorted by legal process, is no doubt easily 
]>ossil)le — that the country may be kept in such a state as to ren- 
der the execution of any legal process dangerous to the subor- 
dinate ministers of the Jaw, and to the agents and stewards of 
the landed proprietors, is too certainly feasible. The Dublin 
agitators are little likely to get one shilling of what tlie close- 
fisted farmer may w'ithhold from his landlord, either on the pre- 
tence of a payment into the national treasury or any other; but 
we have some fear of their playing some such game on their own 
account, and imjiossible as is its ultimate success, yet if a sturdy 
resistance to rent were continued even for a few inontlis, the in- 
terest on the debts of the landed proprietors being unpaid, there 
would be immediate law-proceedings for the sale of the lands, 
and in this wav an extensive change of proj>erty would be ac- 
complished. We fear not for Uie success of any contemplated 
plan of revolution ; but Ibr what seems to us a very probable 
cooseejuonce, uot disttneUy contemplated by these workers of 
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mischief, and wliich, if we know anything of tlic isolations of 
Irish sooietyi must be ruinous to all. 

We disregard what the Republit^aii journals call their war-de- 
partment — directionsfor street-warf*are, raising barricades, making 
gunpowder, spiking cannon, &c. These things cannot he safely 
despised, nor wdll they of course by tliose whose duty it is to 
watch for the peace of society ; but even suppose some outliroak 
and an effort to react I lie scenes of Paris, we do not think tlie 
actual evil of this so great as the pollution of tlie public mind by 
familiarizing it with the atrocities dwelt on with insane delight in 
these publications. A stroet riot, an hour of pillage and of mas- 
sacre, is as nothing compared to the evil rlone in a diffennit way. 
These newspapers are the cJiief literature, we fear, that circulates 
among a large class of society, and even the extracts w c have 
given, though selected for a different purpose, prove that the 
journals are written with a degree of power that cannot but w^ork 
on the minds of their readers. The earlier volumes of the 
Xafion, and iiideetl all but the very latt»st were comjniratively 
free from the faults which now taint it, in common with the 
other journals ffoiii which our extracts are taken . These writings 
are likely to debase the imagination, by bringing before it ror 
ever scenes of ferpeity, familiarizing it with evil, and thus de- 
priving us of the best if not the only means of educating a people 
into a sense of their jiroper huniaiiity/ In some countries every 
word of the language is degraded by some vile association of 
ideas, so that truth cannot be communicated w^ithoiit the sug- 
gestion of falsehood, and thus th«‘ most efficient instnnneiit of 
civilisation is a weapon in the liands of its most dangerous 
enemies. 

“ You taught me language,** says Caliban, “ and my prodt on *t 

Is, I know how to curse.’* 

A more extensive change than lie|K*al would effect is now 
acknowledged hy the leaders of the agitation, and the li*ainiig of 
most seems to be for a Kepublic. We believe that a drt*am of 
actual occupation in the business of a Provisional (lovermnent 
has seized on the mirfds of some of these men ; tlmt with a 
view of hurrying things to some such issue was tbe organization 
of the country oy means of lo<*al clubs devised, and with this 
\-iew does it appear to us that the purpose of seizing <iii profMNTfcy 
has been recently announced. A rep^ of the Uiiioti, such as 
was preached for a few years, met with many ad vcx.'ates ; and their 
nuiuTOr was not diminished among men of property, from the 
notion 4iat the relations of Irish society were not understood in 
England, and that property would be better preserved hf the 
Irish gentry mana^ng their own aSairs. This class has been 
now taught that the violent wmvM of property is among the 

VOJU KO. xviii. * P 
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objects of tho revolutionists. To the revolutionists it would not 
answer to have in the new Irish Parliament the same order of 
men that formed the Irish Parliaments of the days of old. A 
mightier passion nerves Ireland to-day than that of merely re- 
pealing the Act of Union. Not the constitution that Tone died 
to abolish, but the constitution that Tone died to obtain^ * * 

the soil of Ireland for the people of Ireland.” We do not think 
it fair to argue from the langua|Te of any one of the agitators as 
to the opinions of the others — still less as to the existence of anv 
consistent plan of the constitution of the future (xovernment of 
Ireland— but that all landed property shall be taken from the 

E resent pro])rictors has for the last month jiast — not before — 
een preached in every one of the revolutionary journals ; and 
this must have the effect of sejiarating from the cause of Repeal 
that section of land-owners who every now and then, when pro- 
voked by the course of legislation on the Poor Laws, expressed 
an opinion that a Parliament in Dublin would have saved the 
country from measures which they in vain deprecated. 

The organization of Clubs through the country is one w hich 
at the moment creates great alarm. It will not, however, succeed. 
We do not so much rely on the power of the legislature to put 
down these mischievous assemblies as a common nuisance, or on 
the clergy eflectually discouraging them — for it will not be easy 
for legislation to draw a lin^ of distinction between assemblies that 
ought not to be interfered with and these clubs, and there is a 
jealous spirit of resistance often in the Roman Catholic laity to 
the clergy's iiiterraeddling in busines'^ purely secular — as on the 
fact that they must be soon felt to be for the most p^rt assemblies 
of blackguards, with whom no decent person would associate. 
The strongest temptation to these places is vanity ; and when 
the first excitement is over, vanity will lead persons to stay fi*om 
them. Motlev will for a while be the onlv wear. There will be 
field-days and exhibition displays. The {’resident will wear his 
Tara cap and his dress of green and gold, but they will fade away 
and not bo renewed. The whole thing will seem as foolisli as 
his freemasonry does to a man of fifty. No enthusiasm will 
keep the fever alive, if the people have anything to do. In 
O'Conneirs time great part of the countzy was oi^anized in 
much the same manner as is now proposed. Each parish was 
then placed umler Injectors, Repeal- Wardens, and Collectors. 
The duties of tliese omcers w'ere defined, and one of them was to 
take care that newspapers were bought in every locality. This 
svas a principal, or the principal object of tho arrangement, and 
when the news^per-people found other means of creating and 
seippiying a demand fi>r their wi^ the machiuerv of repeal* 
Wmrams and collectors was discontinued, and the Dublin Asso- 
Jtililitloci, file statf of which was su|qKnrted by what remained after 
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paying for the newspapers, was closed for want of funds* The 
clubs are no doubt mischievous, but we cannot attach any great 
importance to them in their present state. So far from ui j^ing 
the persona who lead the agitation, we have no doubt they wiu 
lead to (Uscord and dissension. Wolfe Tone tells the histoiy of 
one of his political clubs. He attributes to its members agrees 
ment in pmitical opinions on essential points, information, teuents 
and integrity. i et, I know not how it was, wc did not draw 
well together; our meetings degenerated into downright oyster- 
suppers ; we became a mere ovster-cinb.*' Then came misun- 
derstanding or rather rooted dislike between the men of more 
ambitious talent — the Csesar and Pompey” of their little em- 
pire. Members dropped off t)iie by one, and after three or four 
months of sickly existence, our club departed this life."* Mr. 
Mitchel, the victim of this insane agitation, describes himself as 
compelled to act for himself alone, not being able to find any of 
his associates to agree with him. From this has arisen the num- 
ber of journals, and from this the phantom of a treason larger 
than any corresponding reality — for as the sale of these journals 
is an object, eacii seeks to outvie the other. The scene in Limer* 
ick, where a mob sought to burn the house in which some of the 
patriots were assembled at a soiree, is not more remarkable for 
the fact of the whole set being assailed by the Limerick popu* 
lace, than for the other more significant one of the dissension 
between the invited guests. 

We went,” says u writer in Mr. Mitchafs paper, “ to rouse the 
national spirit of our countrymen against an alien Government, and 
while we did so, had to be protected by the soldiers of that alien 
Government against our countrymen.”* 

Ill the same paper is printed a letter from Mitchel to the 
Committee of the Irish Confederation : — 

“ Differences * • between Mr. Suath O’Brien and my* 

self have at length come to that point which makes it necessary in 
Mr. O’Brien's opinion, that one or otliev (»f us should leave the Irish 
Confederation.” 

We do not think that concord will reign long among these 
clubs, however constituted, and w'e cannot feel all the alarm on 
the subject that is expressed. Where drilling or training in 
military exercises is used in any club, it might be well to navdi 
the locality in which it occurs proclaimed under the late Aelft 
and to allow no ]>c*rson to have arms unless licensed* Some. 


• XJ%\tsd Jriikman^ May 6, I64S. " I eama to «iiisael|MUs you,” said 

&iriaa,staCatholiediimeriAKiU(enuy, <<aad 

t moo the above was wrlnoa, md while we are Uaaaonllnig 
a MKishuiiatloa bm boon iaM^, ptwelainilifg DnbHii, Walorfc^ . 

Coili*-loQsliasa in wlM a good many of th^ duha wnw flsatod*, ^ , 
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summary jurisdiction should be given to the police ma^strates, 
to punish by fine or unprisoninent all persons guilty of drilling 
or training without authority. There are old acts of narliament 
punishing such ofiences, not too severely ; but the delay — often 
many months — which must intervene between the offence and 
the trial, is fatal to the best effects of penal justice, and plainly in* 
sufficient where the crime is directed against the very being of 
society itself. The captains and colonels may be allow'ed to 

wear Jaurel crowns, and take what names they please,” so that 
proper care is taken to keep dangerous w^eapons out of their 
nands. Some ecumest young men, connected with the news- 
papers, are the planners of this organization, and while they tell 
of numbers everywhere enrolling themselves, they acknowledge 
in the same breath that all the stimulants they can apply to 
rouse the universal country are in vain, addressed to any parti- 
cular part of it ; — 

“ The clubs,*’ it is said, “ would rejoice if liberty were won for 
them by others, but they have no intention of risking their safety to 
obtain it themselves, and each locality strives to palliate its inactivity 
by declaring, that though it be apaffietic, the rest of the country is 
up and stirring, and on that account there is less necessity for its own 
immediate action. If the men are unarmed, they satisfy themselves 
by thinking that there is elsewhere more exertion. Distance lends 
enchantment. Cork looks to Dublin, and Dublin to Cork. The 
Limerick man points to Belfast, and the Belfast man to Limerick. 
Eveiybody tliinks everybody but himself is doing wonders, and the 
result is, that nothing is donc."'^ 


If this be a true account of the state of the clubs, it is plain 
that as yet they present nothing very fonnida'ble. 

We have avoided, as far as we could, saying one word calcu- 
lated to affect in any way the trials of the persons who have 
yet to answer to their country for what its laws call a crime. 
We have avoided as far as we could, even in our mind, forming 
an opinion of the guilt or innocence of individuals. Indeed, tlie 
greater part of what we have said has been written before the 
late movements of the Irish Government. In selecting our 
extracts from the Nation and Felon papers, we have been in part 
influenced by our admiration of the talents of, we believe, veiy 
young writers, whom we would sacrifice much to be able to re- 
call irom what wc r^rd as a course utterly hopeless, and wrbicli 
if they so regarded it^ would, w^e have no doubt, be felt as cri- 
minaL We have not said one word of the state of the countiy, 
119 vre feel that its miseries, whatever excuse th^ may furnish 
fer distress making itself felt in the form of crimes against pro- 
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perty, are no justification in the ease we are exaiuinin^, and are 
m truth wholly unconnected with the influencing motives of the 
agitation, \Ve in truth feehmore than we can express for many 
of the young persons wlio write in these journals^ and who, as 
far as we can judge by their writingS| seem to us to have been 
deluded by no ungenerous ambition. Many of them are mere 
boys — some absolute children.* Would that there could be 
any mode of saving them ! The people will be taken out of their 
hands — indeed, we believe that they are not in them. The 
rural population in the north have no symi)athies with them, 
and they find.no access whatever to the minus of the peasantry 
in the south, “ As the present Chief Baron of England said, 
when he saw his children patting a tortoise, you might as w*ell 
pat the dome of St. Paul’s to please the Dean and Chapter.” 

We wH)iild be inclined to address some of tliese men — as the 
author of the “ Claims of Labour” w’ould have the Chartist ad* 
dressed. “ Tell liim, and you will not be exaggerating, that there 
are people in the higher classes wliom he curses as aristocrats, 
the best energies of whose minds have been given for many a 
year to thought and endeavour for liim. If he begin with his 
‘ liberty, equality, and fraternity,’ tell him l/iat there is here 
ther time nor space for stick things, • • * If time and space were 
unlimited we might say to him, be directed by no one, do not 
suffer yourself to work in the grooves of any state of society or 
under any constitution. There is no such thing as hoai'ded wis- 
dom, there shall be no such thing as hoarded labour. You shall 
knock at famine’s door yourself, and get your own answer* * * 
And had we all to begin in this way, an^ each generation to re- 
constitute society, anu were there space and time for so doing, 
it might be an admirable mode of education. It certainly would 
be a most severe one.” 

‘‘Then as to equality, what does it mean ? Civil equality! W'c 
we have got it. Social equality ! which of us ever met his equal T 
Indeed, to the same man in the same day I am lord and servant } now 
instructor, now pupil. Life is an interchange of dependencies. 
Folly, which lives in crude abstractions, never found such a home as 
in this word ^ tquaJlityy*\ 

In the reconstructiou of society in Ireland we anticipate more 
fimm the effects of education than fmiii any other cause. There 
is no uneducated or half-educated man who is not the slave of 
some theory or prejudice, l^t a man but learn any thing tho- 
roughly ; 

setting himself to wrestle with nature, trying to master some one 

^ ^ n—. .V.,„ — 

* One of itil artieles proMimted mi fekmy is flsid in the piper to be by a trilllll 
if nine yewrs old. 

i Litter ffm a iMdtm CbtitMe,(p. 14.) London, 1846. 
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branch of art, he may learn a humility which he will never acquire 
while he is fabricating fancy constitutions.”* 

Through the country efforts have been made to instruct the peo- 
ple in practical agriculture. This wise measure— Lord Claren- 
don’s own we believe — has done much. In most educational estab- 
lishments of a public kind agricultural instruction is now given. 
Model farms are about to be attached to the poor-houses^ and 
thus some compensation given for whatever may be reasonably 
complained of in tlie principle of these laws. From the pro- 
vincial colleges, which must soon come into operation, much may 
be expected. The history of the past, too, will be read in a dif- 
ferent spirit from that in which it is now studied, and men will 
find that it has another value than furnishing weapons of party 
aggression. It delights us to be able to ^uote from the pages of 
Mitchel — a man who, though deeply criminal, seems, towards the 
close of his career, to have been almost insane with enthusiasm, 
and to have proceeded to lengths which he could not have ori- 
ginally contemplated — a passage written in no unkindly or un- 
candid spirit to the Churcti of England. With it, as more likely 
to have effect with the class of readers whom we have been last 
addressings we conclude : — 

** Among the national institutions, among the existing forces, that 
make up winit we call an Irish nation, the Church, so far as it is a 
spirituui leacher, must be reckoned. Its altars, for generations, Inue 
l^en served by a devoted body of clergy : its sanctuaries thronged by 
our countrymen : its prelates have been among the most learned and 
pious oniaroents of the Christian Church, Their stories are twined 
with our history ; their dust is Irish earth : and their ineiuories m u 
Ireland's for ever. In the little church of Dromore, hard by the mur- 
muring Lagan, lie buried the bones of Jeremy Taylor: Would Ire- 
land 1^ richer without that grave? In any gallery of illustrious 
Irishmen, Ussher and Swift shall not be forgotten ; Derry and Cloyne 
will not soon let the name of Berkely die ; and the loaely tower of 
Clough Oughter is hardly more interesting to an Irishman as the 
place where Owen Roe breathed his last sigh, than by the imprison- 
ment within its walls of the mild and excellent Bishop of KUmore, 
Sit mea aninta cum Bedello / 

When Irishmen cousent to let the past liecome indeed history, not 
party politics, and begin to learn from it the lessons of mutual respect 
and tolerance, instead of endless bitterness and enmity, then, at last, 
this distracted land shall see the dawn of hope and peace, and begin to 
renew her youth and rear her head among the proudest of tl^ na- 

aona.’*t 


* jhm a London SpeeuU ConokMi, n, ai. 
t Lift amd Timm ofAjoik QNodt. By John Mildieif Prdboa^ xl., aii 
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first visit to Newgate, 259 — her school 
system, 260 — her courage, 2G1 — co-ope- 
ration priiicifdes, 2G2 — efforts to reform 
the traiispoi’tation system, 264 — and to 
diminish the number of capital puniah- 
menta, 265 ..her appearance in aristo- 
cratic society, 266 — lier deatli, 267— her 
character, 268. 

Future, the, 472 — contrary impulses pro- 
duced by the events of last February, 
caution and impatience in penetrating the ' 
future, 472— opposite views of three f^eat 
divisions of tho Ghristiau world, 474— ^ 
contrasted predictions, 475— the Papacy 
and Romanism, 487' — immediate effect of 
eatastropbes, 489 — new eacitements, 491 
—religions liberty, 492— three develop- 
ments of the Go^l have had place 
within a century, 494— the Methodist 
movement— the miseiona^ movement, 
495— the era of justice, 497. 

G 

Geographical distribution of plants and 
animals, 367. 

Qecipmphy, political and natonl, eontcaai 
between, 148. 

OeoMttil and palasoiitolcgieal m 

Geyimiofloefamd, 167* 

rou w HO. XTnr. 


I Ghoafa and Ghost-seers, S93— inquiry to he 
oouducted on the inductive priiicifMo, 893 
I — the facts of the case, 894— physl^ogy 

of inorganization, 897— the rival thee, 
ries, 399 — second-seeing sensibility, 4D0 
— wraiths, 408— coincidence an Impoi^ 
taut matter in the discussion, 394— .the 
popular hypothesis— Dr. Rush's theory 
of body, soul, and spirit, 405— ghosts, ao- 
lid, liquid, or gasiform I 406— no place 
left fur the poor ghost, 409— the iSeereai 
of Prevorst, 411— the night side of Na- 
ture, 411 — Arranes de Ta I'm Fetera 
diroUi^f 4 12 — Lord Rocon's suggestion, 
413— perversions of native human senii* 
hihtics, 415. 

Gold niinra in Romeo, 456. 

GoldHiniih, Oliver, life and adventurcH of, . 
187 — lights and shadows of his social po-' 
sition, 187- -piihlmhing, pati’otiagr*, and 
subscription, 191— exiuinsion ol the read- 
ing piihlic, 1.9.3 — his mind pt^cnliurly suit- 
ed to hib period, 19.> — e\ iIh more easily 
d('teeted than ri'nioAed, 197 ninety *111110 
.gears’ lease of Mr. Smart, hi n piihlialier, 
198— Goldsmith's bargain wiili Mrs. Grif- 
fiths, 19.9. the advantage's ol heiiig liag- 
ridden, 201 literature, tin* supreme of 
the Fine ArN, 203 - the higlu'st literature 
universal, not nulioiiul, 204- -htetaiy es- 
timation in Fraiiee an(i Geniian.\, 207- 
Goldsmith'n miTits d(>pr(eiatid by lalse- 
lioods, 209 ..trimiiphaiit vindication by 
Mr. Forster, 210 
Glaciers of tin' Alps, I.*)) 

Grifiiths, Goldsmitii'H liargain with the, 199. 
Guizot, M., his part in the threi du^s, 13, 

H 

Hamilton, Dr., extract from his ** Hone 
Vindiciie Sabbat icm,” 136. 
llari'is Island, s('a trout of, 107, nott. 
Tlead-hunling in Borneo, di'serihed, 439, 

Hot Blasts on the Alps, 153 — on the An- 
d((H, 161. 

Human Family, prospects of, 182. 

Humboldt, Baron von, first suggimti'd the 
constructiou of an Atlas, exhilntiiig the 
geographical distribution of the iirinoinal 
plienoineiia of Physical G(ogra]my, 35^ 
Ilydragraphical maps, 863, 

Hypocrisy, Pope’s, 313. 

1 

Iceland, physical geography of, 1 67. 

Income Tax, 279. 

Ireland, State Trials in, 54 1. f 
Isaac, Mr. bis favouimble cvideiiee in re- 
gain to the lempocal advaolegca of Uie 
Sabbath, 128. 

JT 

Joltiistnii’s PhyeM Atlaa, merits eft 868. 

See Pbviiieal Atfae. 

Jordan, Mr.,eiiai««mr<ff hi8Wv«heiiflp^ 
hath Obeervmiee, tSS. ^ 
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JuricB in Irol&nd. State Trials. 

K 

Kelley, Waller K., Iiin narrative ef tlie 
French UcvoUilioii uf liUB, 1-42. 

Kcnier, .lustiiiim, uullior of the Sceress of 

Prevorsf,’* 4J J. 

L 

Labuan, poi-onouH ireeh of, 401- occupa- 
tion of, hy Ihe Kiiglihli, 407. 

Lamartine, ^horl necouiit of, Bil. 

Lcclairc, M., )iis experiiiieiit of the co opera- 
tion principle ill iMirtinc^s, 212. 

Lionisni, one of tin* lU-haseiiientH of the 
nf5<*, ‘JOB. 

Limited enlistment. *S<* .\nny K<‘form. 

• Literary llody, condition of, in its hard- i 
Working' se<*lioii at tlie time when (lold- 
hinith In li)n;;ed to it, 11)11 —condition oi 
that hod;v in Knj;lKiid, as conip.ired with 
lliat of tile Correspomlmi; body in France, 
‘Jdl. 

Literature, definition of, .'401 -.h«s two se- 
parate oiru*<*s, to teiU'b and to BOl — 

tin* former is mpiM’seded and pashea 
away, the latter woiks hy lar deeper 
agencies, nnd is more perniiuieiit, H04. 

JiOgical (Jonuiieiitar) on iSeriptiire, heaiiti- 
‘ne.sH of recent eoiitrihuuoim to, how Ut be 
aeeoiiiiied for. 3B7. 

Lorinier, Illr., his contrast lietweetkthe Pro- 
teriant and Po]iisii Sahhalli, IB.) 

Louis Philippe, ins departure from J*aris, 
B2. 

M 

Maiitpo, cave of, de-ienh<‘d, 44,5, 

Meteorological maps, Btifi. 

Mexico, physical g«'ograpliy of, ItiB. 

Military [mnishmeuts, ,529. 

N 

Namseii, salmon of the, ,92* mode of ang- 
ling in, 94, 1(12 first sight <'f, 96’- first 
cast ill, 99-- best Hies for, 110 — givatc.st 
take in, 114. 

Newgate, ilescriptiou of, thirty yeara ago. 
2,59. 

Nichol, Professor, hin contrihntions to the 
(ieological department of .10111181011^ IMiy- 
aical A thus 3(il. 

** Night Side of Nature,” hy Catherine 
Crowe, character of, 411. 

Norway, two aumiiiei’s in, 73 — scenery of, 

11.5. 

Norwegian Uivors, natun^ uf, 96. 
Namsen. 

O 

Omus, do8criptinn of the Atlantic^ Pacific, 
and German, 174, 

0*C<initcU) Patkiel, nature and object of his 
i^tatlon in Ireland, 542. 

Or&niMB eiilpitefL 277. 

. • Orgiuthnrii^ Social Philo** 


Papacy a modification of Paganism, 427. 

Parr, varioufl species of, 87. 

Peel, (.Sir U.,) his* celebrated Financial 
Htateineiit, 29 1 . 

Phalanx system of Fourier, 2'’j6. 

Phymcal Atlas by A. K. JohiiHton, 3.59 

the conslructioii of inupn exhibiting the 
geographical distribution of tiio jiriiicipal 
phenomena of physical geography, first 
suggesUsJ by llutnboldt, .‘159 — PrnfesHor 
Hergliaus first undertook ilie task of 
countriietiiig a ph,>sicid atlas, .‘1.59 -value 
of aiieli a work, .‘KiO g(*fdogicul and 
palaeontological iiiajis, 36 i h} drograpliy 
— line and strain-packet iiavigntion, 36.3 
— steam navigation to India, 364 — chart 
of the Pacific, 36.5 — iiU‘trorol(*g> , .'{66 — 
polarisation of the skj^ -,Sipl>avid llrew- 
ster’a ob.-)C>rvutiuns at St. AikIccwh, 367 
— natural liistorv inajis — ethiiographic 
inaf»*4, 367- «dvant!igr.s of graphic n*pre- 
sriitiitioMs of nainre, 369. 

Physical (irograpb), by Mrs. Smni*rville, 
141 contrast lietwifn p(»lili<*al and piiy- 
Hical geography, 143 — pre*^*!!! condition 
and past liistory of the earth, 11.5 pri- 
mary and Hocondaiy formatioihs of the 
eartli, 147 — saurian reptiles, crctaen.iH 
formation, 149 si/i* of (*ontiiirnts, gieat 
continent, Jo I -glaciers, llritish moun- 
taiuh, l.53--t1iiid sand, Mount Sinai, 
Mount lj<*lMiion, 1.5.5 Africa, great de- 
sert of Sahara, 1.57 Am(*nean continent, 
1,58— tahir-lands of tin* Andes, 1,59 — 
iJiuuiitaiii p.iss( s of the Andes hot blasts, 
rartb-Iiglit. 161 — geology of South Am- 
erica, 162— eentral Aim'i'ii*a, West Ju- 
dies, Mexico, 163- Roek\ Mountains, 164 
— .\mei*iciiii Forests, Arctic Kcgioim, 16,5 
- leehind, 16(i — the (ie>sers, or aiiU(*ous 
eruptions, |ii7 — black mud vnlcaiio, 169 - 
Spit/.biTgi*n, Australia, New Zealand, 171 
— volcanic islands in the Pacific and in 
Japan, 173 — the Pacific, Atlantic, and 
(leritmn Ocean.s, 174— hot Bjirings, 177 — 
river stems and lakes, 17H — the Air, 
dibtrihiitieii of plants and Animals, 131* 
prospects of the humn 11 family, 182 — an- 
tieiputiou of future change, I Ho. 

Pope, Alexander, the works of, 299— every 
grc'at cluHsie in onr nation sliould from 
time to time bo reviewed anew, 299 — 
literature defined — the literature of 
knowledge, and tlie literature of jiower, 
301 — the former is superKedod and pas- 
ses aw’ay, the latter is inora permanent 
and works hy far deeper agencies, 304 ■— 
two {M>pidar eiT<irs afiTecting the intel- 
lectual jkositinn of Pope, 306— literature's 
major and minor key, 3<17— Pope's pre- 
tensions to correetDem, 307 — his syntax, 
308 — Dr. Johnson's erroneous opinion of 
fibakapore's grammar, 308, norc— Eloisa 
to Abohadi'' 810*-4iii Salirea and Moral 
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Epistles, 312 — Iiypocrisy as a satirist, 
313 — Warburtoii's with the 

Satires, 313— gallery of fenmlo portraiu, 
315 — his natirie sketches of woineu out- 
rage truth and connaoii sunms 315 — 
Siiia^ 317 — Narcksi, 3111- Narclssa, 
Atossn, 31i) — Atticiis, 3Hi-l*ope and 
the Duchess of Marlhorotigh, 32(f 
sliallownesH of Pope’s philosophy, 321 
the iiiwaid life, thu universal pra^el^ 
323 — the Roman %estiil, tin* ('linstiaii 
Eioisa, 325— eliaraeter of Ins “ Essay on 
Man,” 32(t— wlut is Didnetie poetry i 
323 -the ehMiieiit of iii^trnetion does not 


— h'gishitive inteiferenep, IS! — Sunday 
jiohtb— <luty of the puhlic, 133 -liteiatum 
of the Sabbath queation, 135 pamphlets 
of Sir Andrew Aguow and Mr. Hridges, 

134 — Hejtort of the romiuit* 

tee, 135 Mr. Lorimerh contrast bet wei*n 
the Pi*otestaiit and Popish Sabbath, 135 
—the works of M. Kocliat and Mr. Jor- 
dan, 135 Dr. IfaniiltoiPa ** Horn* et Vin- ^ 
diciu* Siibbaticio,” 136 the Sabbath 
Alhaiiee, 1311 the Sabbath (|ueattoii Uio 
eause of ihu working man, 13il. 

Sahara, great ilem it of. 157. 

Saint Simon and Saiiit-SiiiioiiianiAni. SV 


enter at all into didactie poetry. 330 
illiislratioii of this idea from the dobenp- , 
tioii of a game at cards, in the ** Rape 
of flic Lock,” 331- Mr. Roscoc’h edition, j 
332. 

Pope Pins IX., Miieere :iiid earnest, 420— I 
attempting iiiqiOhsibiliticH. 42H. ' 

Pirjie} on the coast of lloriieo, 446, 457, 
4fi7. ' 

Population, influeiiec of slavery on, 367. | 

“ Piiiiee''S, the,” eritieiHiii of, ii3. j 

Pri‘‘on diseipline, state of, thirl;v jears ago, 
2'»3 Sir T P. lbi\toir“i wot k on, 377. ' 

Pro\ (ioieriiiiieiit of I'laiiee, ae<‘<miit i 
of the Meiuhers of, 37. 

R 

Rajiihs i'litertaiiinieiit, account of a, 41) 
Reel lilting in I' iiglami, a s;iM(m of delu- 
sion, 51 1 

Religion and art, c'-smitial liarinon) of, 4S, 
River Sv stems m the Old and ^( w World, i 
176. “ 

Rochat, M., his views of Sahl»atli ketping, 
135. 

Hollm, M. Ledru. his chai'acter, 41. 

Rome : its piesent state and prospects, 417 
—Cl nmhliiig iiiiildiiig jn i sents it-elf to tin 
view of the iv>])e on ascending the throne, 
duiigi r »d repair, 4 1.6 - g< iieini a^-pi et on 
crohsiiig the froptier, 421 leal condition 
of Rome- filthv :ispect of the streets and 
eorri'sjioiiding iip}X‘iiraije(‘ of the people, 
423 — moral, governmental, ri'ligioiis cor- 
ruption. 421 lelic worship- j»apaev a 
inodification of paganism, 427 .(h fieieiicv 
of piiisical piogresH, 427 fhe Pope nt- 
temptiiig impOnsibiliticH, 126— the iutiiie, 
431. 


Social Philoso[i)i\. 

iliiion, breeding of, 7 - Mr. Stoddart’a 
views, 73-- Mr. Sliaws e\perimei)ttt, 75, 

— Sioddart Shaw. 77 the Strowkft 
hridgo observation, 76— the pairing of 
saluum, 60 — Mr. Sioildiurn eiToiieona 
vnws, 61 — ](arr leiiiam two ie.irH in tho 
river, *‘>3 the littriek Sin pherd’a ex- 
pectation as to purr, 6‘> — vaiions spi enm 
of parr, 67— lapnl grortli of gnlM‘, 6‘t.. 
eoiivei’siun of gnea* nit'> silmon, 60 iib 
liiiute si,r»* of ^aln)ol^ 61. imte regard- 
ing Tweed '‘.ilnioii, 62 Milmou of iho 
NaiiiNen, 6» mode of angling in Iho 
xNanein, 6.), 102 nut me ot Noiwegnili 
rivei*s, 60 gn.it fiont of Lake Weiieiu, 

66 piagiu of fins, 1 00 cataract of Pm* 
kiiiii I'o'^ lOl shooting the rajiidN, ll)4 

- aiinouinei 1 >n siiiN, Ufa i’oKsbiiid 
poi'., |(t7 SI at! out of tin i land of 
Hams, ltl7, i »f> «*eond sinniner in 
Norwa.\, 106-. largf -^f iidi kilhd, IIJ - 
wild sjiori 111 il.e 1 OSH pool, 1 12 grent* 
CM tiki in tin Nniii-Hii, 111 Haitnon 
fii-hing 1< gi«1aiinn, 1 1 0. 

Saiigninaiv Lws, had ifVieis of, 360 px*o* 
duel a H)n^nlnal) peopli , 20.0011111 reft* 
son of tills, 3dO ^ 

.Hapc», wall rf.ill of, 4 12. 

Sarawak. Nf Pro k( 's Journal, 

.Satin N and moral epistien of P»|»e, eharfUH- 
ti n/ed, 3 1 2. 

Srmjiaii reptilea of the oolitic period. 14fk 
.Nivirv, \V illiam, efieet ol Ins prouvhmg of| 
till leiiid of Mrs Itv, 250, 256 
.Si'ottish religion, fraditional spiiir of, 386. 

** .Sim nss Ilf Picvorst,” by J Ktrner, chti* 
raeter of, 111. 

Shakspi-re'H grammar, Dr. JohnaonV 4 *m> 


Hosi'oe, M, inentH* of his edition of the ^ iieoiiH opinion n gardiiig, 306, mVe. 

•workn of Alexander Pope, 333 i Shaw, Mr,, hi* views n^gaidiug Ihr breedic 

Rumh: 11, Lord John, ln» proposal to raise j iiig of Salmon, 75. 
tlic Incuinc-tax, 276 — its n suit, 261. > Shiver) question, limtory of. in PurlllllVMMiil^ 

I :i61— iiidticnco of slavery on pnpubiiihMn^ 

I 367— appranticoship question, 366. 

Sabbath observance, 1 2 1 — tempoi'al advao- Smith the missionary, esoo of in relbme# 
tagp of the Sahbatb, 121— the blessed iii- tbc sl8Vi*ry' question, 384. 
fluence of Sabbath exercises. 124— -Sab- Social philosophy (iRoemit 
hath keeping not only the command but Claude-H«ttri« C^te 4e 8iihli4Nm0ii« 

tlio gift of Hod, I2(j — tlie Sabbath is the 2]5..Jiis mithod fff serif wltwrq glhl Wtfh 

weaitii of nations, T27~favottnible nvi# vfiago, 
d«>e.«fUi:.Ime.«>inMligat^,l«| ItMil 
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219— his paikiplUet on French 
221— his sinall success, 223— his 
> ipr Christmnity, 223— summsry of his 
224»-hi8 death, 32(H-Foundatioii 
m the ^int'Siraonian school, 22G— its 
med, 227— Sftiut-S^monianisni and the 
fUvoiatiou of July, 229— disruption 
Jtaiong the Saint-Siinoniann, 230— the 
Comhig Wotnnn” — Knfantin and his 
tdherents, 231 — (lispersion of the sect, 
232— Fourier, his rharneter and educa- 
tion, 232— Humuiary of Fourierism, 234 
—the phalanx system, 235^ the fii*st 
disciples of Fourier, 240— (’onsid^rant, 
240— effects of Saint-Simnniuriisin and 
Foorierism on the French, 240— The Co- 
.nperativo principle, Lcclaire’s Kxpe- 
^tmnent, 243— political ettVets of the spe- 
culations of Saint-Simon and l''ourier, 
244 —views of M. Cavaigiiac and Carrel, 
245 — views of M. Louis Blanc, wanal 
workshops, 247— specific character of the 
late Revolution, 24(1. 

Soldier, condition of the British, 510 
lomervillc, Mrs. »SV<' Fliyaieal (ieojjraphy, 
Spirits in Prison,** Dr. Brown’s view of, 

m. 

Spitsbergen, Dr. Scorcsby’s description of, 

170 . 

itato Trials in Ireland, .5 11 - - f l^ConneU’s 
nowor over Irish asscrahlages, .542— his 
knowledgeof the Irish people, 54 4 — urged 
on to lte|»cal by the younger men of liis 
party, 545— exalh*d in English esteem by 
ilia trial, 548 — (bourse of agitation after 
his death, 550— Irisli juries, 552— law of 


I 1833— challenge to the array, 556— 
jurors likely to be injured, 557 — view 
' of tite right of property in Ireland, 567 
I — ^the coming harvest, 569 — pollution of 

I the public mind by Irish Journals, 571 
i — state of the clubs, 574 ^ prospect from 

I education and the Church, 576. 

; St. John, Percy B., his account of the three 
; days of February 1848, 1-42. 

I Stoddart, Mr., his views regarding the 
I broeding of salmon considered, 73. 

I T 

I Taxes, direct and indirect, 278. 

Tennyson’s Poems, 43 — division of Mr. 
Tennyson’s productions into three classes, 
43 — tlm hidden meaning under a poetic 
veil, 45— examination of modern eriti- 
I cism, 46 — eBbcntial harmony of religion 
and art, 48 — various aspects of poetry to 
various minds, 51— instinctive subjection 
to fixed rul(‘s, 53— similes not a poet- 
ical “license” but a “necessity,” .5.5 — 

! analogy of nature and true art, 57— in- 
• justii'O of the world's judgment, .58— the 
I hopeful spirit of the pr(>Hcnt time, 61 — 

! “ The Princess,” 63— the I’rologue, 65 — 

j the next groat poem, 67— “ Our enemios 
I liave fallen,” 69— faults of the poem, 71. 

! D 

I “ Universal Prayer,” the shallowness of 
I Pope’s philosophy exhibited in, 323. 

W 

Warburton’s connexion with Pope, 313. 

West Indies, physical geograj>hy of, 136. 
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